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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


A voress to the King for his meſſage reſpecting the traitorous and 
diſaffected perſons in theſe kingdoms, and for drawing out the cavalry, 
&c., 3 for his meſſage to provide for any emergencies that may ariſe, 


&c., 377. TH : „ 
Armorial-bearings duty bill, in a Committee, 277. 


E. 


Election- treating act thrown out, 226— copy of it, 226, 


* 


Holidays in public offices Debate on the bill for reducing the number 
of them, 277—debate reſumed, 351. 


I. 


IxxLAxp; Duke of Leinſter moves to addreſs His Majeſty on the ſtate of 


it, 398—Proteſt againſt rejecting that motion, 401—Earl of Besſb 
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by INDEX TO THE SIXTH VOLUME. 


rough moves an addreſs to the ſame effect, 487—Lift of the minority 
on that motion, 487—Duke of Bedford moves a reſolution reſpecting 
Ireland, 487—Proteſts againſt rejecting thoſe motions, 488, 490. | 


L. 


Lancaſter- ſeſſion bill paſſed, 281. 
Land- tax ſale bill read a ſecond time, 294 the Houſe in a Committee 
on it, 349 paſſed, 379—Proteſt againſt it, 381. 


M. 


Militia-officers augmentation bill; the Houſe in a Committee on it, 177. 


Minority, Liſt of, on the Duke of Leinſter's motion reſpecting Ireland, 
401—on the Earl of Besſborough's motion reſpecting Ireland, 487. 


Miſdemeanor- coſts bill; debate on it, 395. 


O. 


O'Connor, Mr.; converſation reſpecting his arreſt at Maidſtone, 223— 
Lord Holland withdraws his intended motion reſpecting it, 250. 


* 


P. 


Proteſts —againſt the land- tax ſale bill, 381—againſt rejecting the Duke 


of Leinſter's motion reſpecting the ſtate of Ireland, 401—againſt ſend- 
ing the Militia to Ireland, 442, 443—againft rejecting the Earl of 
— Beſaborough's motion reſpefting Ireland, 488, 490. 2 


8. 


Sheep- paſturing bill conſidered, 249. 
Ship-owners bill rejected, 287. 


# | * 


Twiſtleton's divorce bill, converſation on it, f. 


INDEX TO THE SIXTH VOLUME, 0 


1 HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


** 

- ACCOUNTS, &c.—of the extraordinary expences of the army in the 
year, ending 24th December 1797, and not provided for by Parlia- 
ment, 193—of the amount of the aſſeſſed duties and the rates propoſed, 

8 252—of the income of and charges upon the conſolidated fund for the 

1 quarter, ended 5th April 1798, 255—of the total net produce of taxes 

; for one year, ended 5;th April 1798, diſtinguiſhing each quarter; and 
alſo the duties impoſed in 1793, 4, 5, 6, and 7; 267 of the value of 

Britiſh and Foreign merchandize, imported and exported, for the half 
years, ending gth January 1797, 5th July 1797, and th January 
1798, diſtinguiſhing the ſeveral articles which exceed in value 10, oool. 
274—Lifts of the ſeveral offices which, being uſeleſs, are propoſed to 
be aboliſhed as they become vacant, with the amount of the annual in- 
come of each, after the deduction of taxes, in the year 1788, 308— 
Liſts of the ſeveral offices which, on vacancies, are to be aboliſhed, as 
patent offices, but the duties of which, being neceſſary, are propoſed to 
be executed, either by the deputies to the perſons who held the pa- 
tents, or by other officers of the revenue; together with the amount of 
the annual income of each, in the year 1788, after deduction of taxes, 
309—Liſt of the ſeveral offices which are propoſed to be either abo- 
liſhed, conſolidated, or regulated ; with the amount of the annual in- 
come of each, after deduction of taxes, in the year 1788, 310—Ac- l 
count of ſuch of the offices, enumerated in the laſt three liſts which 
have fallen in ſince 1783, with the reſpective times when ſuch offices 
became vacant : together with the annual income of each, in the year 
1788, after the deduction of taxes, 311—Account of the civil eſta- 
bliſhment of the iſland of Corſica ; diſtinguiſhing the dates of the ſe- 
veral appointments, the ſalaries and other emoluments attached to each, 
and the date at which each reſpectively ceaſed to be paid, 315—of all 
the penſions, allowances, gratuities, or other emoluments, which have 
4been granted, or ſtill continue to be paid, to any Corſican officers, civil 
or military, employed in the ſervice of Corſica, 316—of the military 
appointments (not being regimental promotions) occaſioned by or con- p 
nected with the poſſeſſion of Corſica, by His Majeſty's forces, with the 
| Pay, &c. 317—0f the officers in a the Barrack-maſter General's depart- 
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vi INDEX TO THE SIXTH VOLUME, 


ments in Corſica, &c., 319 


of all the military appointments in 
Corſica, the pay, and dates at which each ceaſed to be paid, 320 
—— of all the military appointments occaſioned by or connected 
with the Britiſh poſſeſſions in Ceylon, 322 — of ditto with the 
Cape of Good Hope, 323 — of the civil eſtabliſhment at the 
Cape of Good Hope, ſalaries, &c., 325 — of the number of 
barrels of herrings exported in ſeveral periods, the bounties paid, 
Kc. 326 — the ſame account corrected, 485 — of the number of 
veſſels, and their tonnage, the number of men and boys employed 
therein, in the herring fiſhery, in ſeveral periods, 329, 332 —- of 
the number of barrels of herrings taken in England in ten years preced- 
ing 5th January 1797, 333—of veſſels which have received premiums 
in England, with the amount, granted by 26 Geo. III. 334—of the 
number of veſſels, &c. fitted out from Scotland for the white-herring 
fiſhery, 335—of the number of barrels of herrings taken in Scotland 
in ten years preceding Janury 5, 1797, 338—of herrings exported from 
Scotland in reſpective periods, 339—Return of the corps of yeomanry, 
cavalry, and volunteer cavalry, accepted by His Majeſty, to June 1, 
1788, 342. 


Corſica; ſee wenn. 


Alien bill, debate on it, 44, 78. 
Army extraordinaries; ee Accounts, 
Aſſeſſed duties; ſee Accounts, 


B. 

Budget; Mr. Chancellor Pitt brings forward his additional Budget, 58. 
C. 

Cape of Good Hope; /ee Accounts. 


Cavalry; Mr. Secretary Dundas moves to bring in a bill for regulating 
the proviſional force of cavalry, 1;0—Return of the corps of yeo- 
manry cavalry and volunteer cavalry, accepted by the King, to June 


I, 1788, 342—Debate on the Proviſional Cavalry Bill, 450. 
Ceylon; ſce Accounts. 


Convoys; Mr. Roſe moves that no Britiſh ſhip be allowed to fail win. 


out convoy, or a licence from the Admiralty, 151. 


| Corn; Mr. Alderman Luſhington moves for a Committee to conſider 
of the loſſes ſuſtained by Britiſh merchants in the importation of 


corn, 140. 
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D. 
Duel, account of, between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Tierney, 232 — Speech of 
BD Mir. Wilberforce reſpecting it, 236—he withdraws his intended motion 


16e on that ſubject, 279. 
of = | | 
4. 
of FHlection- treating Act, copy of it, 276, 
d 
of 
* | F. 
1 
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ns Finance, Committee of; converſation reſpecting it, 183, 


H. 
m Habeas- corpus Act; debate on the motion for ſuſpending it, 20-=Liſt of 


7. the minority on it, 27. 


I Herring Fiſhery ; /ee Accounts. 


I. 


InzLAND; Mr. Sheridan moves an addreſs to His Majeſty for a Com- 

mittee of Inquiry to examine into the cauſes of the preſent Rebellion 

there, 396—Meſlage from the King reſpecting the ſending of the Mi- 

| litia to Ireland, 403—Debate on it, 405, 438 Lord G. Cavendiſh 

1 a moves certain reſolutions reſpecting Ireland, 447—Lift of the minority 

on that motion, 449—Copy of the offers received from regiments of 
militia in Great Britain toextend their ſervices to Ireland, 467. 


ng K. 
King (The); meſſage from him abbey traitorous and diſaffected per- 


* ſons in this country, and for drawing out the cavalry, &c. 4 - Debate 
on it, 5—Meſlage to enable him to make remittances to Ireland, 54— 
to provide for ſuch e igencies as may occur, 383 Debate on it, 383 

h- reſpecting the ſending of the militia to Ireland, 403 Debate on it, 

| 405—His ſpecch on cloſing the ſeflion of Parliament, 496. 

er by | | 
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L. 
Lancaſter- ſeſſions Bill read a third time, 147. 
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Land-tax Sale Bill; debate on the ſecond reading, 33—Lift of the mi- 
nority on it, 27—the bill farther conſidered, 131, 176—Specch of 
Sir J. Sinclair on it, 212—debate on the third reading, 236. 


M. 


Maroons; debate on Mr. Walpole's motion reſpecting them, 84. 

Minority, Lift of, on the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas. corpus Act, 27 —on 
the ſecond reading of the Land-tax Redemption Bill, 42—on Mr. 
Sheridan's motion reſpecting Ireland, 398—on Lord G. Cavendiſh's 
motion reſpecting Ireland, 449. | | 


N. 


Navy; Mr. Chancellor Pitt moves to bring in a bill for the more effec. 
tual manning of the navy, 230. . 
Newſpaper Bill, debate on it, 279, 302— debate on the third read- 
ing, 386. 
O. 
O'Connor, Mr.; the honourable Mr. St. John gives notice of a motion 


reſpecting his arreſt at Maidftone, 230—defers his motion, 286— 
brings it forward and debate on it, 354. 4 


P. 


Priſoners ; copy of the reſolutions of the Committee reſpecting the treat- | 


ment of priſoners of war, 131—converſation on the ſame, 292. 


R. 


RzyorTs; from the Committee of Ways and Means, 160—from the 
Committee for regulating the acts reſpecting turnpike roads, 185 —of 
the Committee on Mr. Sealy's plan for tanning leather with the bark of 

elm, 187 on the Scotch. diſtillery Duties, 355. | 


8. TE 


Salt ; Abe on the additional duty propoſed to be laid on it, 75 — the 
bill paſſed, 97 Scots Two-pennies Bill, debate on it; 285, 353, 452. 


Sealy, Mr.; fee 8 5 | 
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INDEX TO THE SIXTH VOLUME. ix 


Slave-carrying Bill conſidered, 82, 145—debate on Mr. H. Thornton's 
motion to prohibit the ſlave trade on the coaſt of Africa, Within certain 
limits, 100. 

Speaker's (The) ſpeech to His Majeſty on preſenting bills for his aſ- 
ſent, 495. 

Supply , the Houſe in a Committee of, and ſundry reſolutions paſſed, 
28—5 4. 

Surry ; debate on Mr. Tierney's motion reſpeRing ls conduct of the 
Lord Lieutenant of Surry in refuſing to recommend an aſſociation in 
that county to His Majeſty's approbation, 104. 


1. 


Turnpike roads; report from the Committee for regulating them, 185. 


"Ws 


Ways and Means, the Houſe in a Committee of, 58, 1 55—report from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, 160. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


A. 
Avbckiano, Lord; 292, 295, 296, 298, 379. 
B. 


Bedford, Duke of; 352 
Bulkeley, Viſcount; 226. 


5 


Caernarvon, Earl of; 171, 172, 173, 174, 294, 300, 395 
Chancellor, the Lord; /e Loughborough. 
Clarence, His Royal Highneſs Duke of; 175. 


D. 
De Dunſtanville, Lord; 250. 
F. 
Forteſcue, Earl; 175. 
8. 


* 


Grantley, Lord; 285 

Grenville, Lord; 2, 3, 4, 170, 173, 174, 175, 226, 227, 277» 2945 
299, 350, 351, 352, 377, 378, 379 

Grey de Wilton, Lord; 281, 282. 
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* 
4 HFardwicke, Earl of; 173 | 
' Holland, Lord; 223, 224, 250, 298, 379, 381. 


l' Kenyon, Lord; 282, 283, 284, 291 6 | Ad 
i Kinnoull, Earl of; 277, 381. bi 

FE Leeds, Duke of; 291 - - 

8 Leinſter, Duke of; 398 

| l Liverpool, Earl of; 284, 288, 294 | 8 | 
li Lonſdale, Earl of; 281, 282, 283, 288 = Ba 
i Loughborough, Lord; 2, 43» 225, 226 
353» 395 


227, 278, 289, 549» 350» 352» 1 . = 
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Norfolk, Duke of; 2, 435 227, 249, 349, 351, zo. 2 B 
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x P. 
1 - Powis, Earl cf; 175. 
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5 Radnor, Earl of; 174, 175 
10 | Rochefter, Biſhop of; 43, 277, 351, 352. 
1 


8. 


| Suffolk, Earl of; 294. 295, 349, 350, 352, 377, 378, 380 
1. Sydney, Viſcount; 175, 224, 398, 403, 405. 
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Thurlow, Lord ; ; 283, 284, 285, 289, 295, 298, _ | | | 
Townſhend, Marquis; 172, 173. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


A, 
Abbot, Mr.; 181, 184, 396 | | 
Addington, Right Honourable Henry; 25, 77, 78, 96, 101, 103, 134. 


155, 230, 232, 234, 280, 281, 287, 293, 444, 446, 447, 495 
Arden, Sir R. P.; 78, 148, 170, 134 


Attorney General ; fee Sir J. Scott. 


B. 


Baker, Mr.; 302, 385, 393. 306 
Bankes, Mr.; 179, 411 


| Barham, Mr.; 83, 93 


Baring, Sir F.; 153, 154, 155, 159; 132, 235 
Baſtard, Mr. I. P.; 41, 96, 125, 150 
Belgrave, Viſcount; 83, 148, 293 

Biddulph, Mr.; 241 

Bird, Mr. W.; 97 

Bootle, Mr. Wilbraham ; 130, 292, 445 
Browne, Mr. I. H.; 62, 75, 293 

Bunbury, Sir C.; 454 

Burdett, Sir F.; 242, 375, 388 

Burdon, Mr.; 84, 135, 142 

Burrow, Mr.; 51, 76 

Burton, Mr.; 180, 184, 375 

Buxton, Mr.; 39, 42, 103, 150, 177, 251. 


C. 


Calvert, Mr., junior; 103 

Carew, Mr. Pole; 286 

Cavendiſh, Lord G.; 147, 404, 435, 447 

Coke, Mr. T. W.; 39 15M 

Combe, Mr. Alderman ; 97 

Curtis, Mr. Alderman; 142 - 
Curwen, Mr.; 125, 233. | 2 : 


Denniſon, Mr.; 132, 242 
Dent, Mr.; 83, 148 


xiv INDEX TO THE SPEAKERS' NAMES; 


Dickens, Mr.; 82 

Dickenſon, Mr.; 248 

Dolben, Sir W.; 146, 147, 182 

Douglas, Right Honourable S.; 376, 452, 453 

Dundas, Mr. Secretary; 5, 39, 56, 80, 81, 87, 113, 121, 129, 1363, 
140, 149, 150, 152, 154, 286, 383, 384, 385, 386, 402, 495, 4233 ẽ 
436, 437. 439» 441, 444, 450, 486 —_ 

Dundas, Mr. William; 285. AF 


% 
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Edwards, Mr. Bryan; 102, 153, 155, 158 
Elford, Colonel; 135 
Elliſon, Mr.; 137. 
F. 
Fox, Honourable C. J.; 448. ; 


G. 


Gaſcoyne, Colonel ; 33, 101, 102, 145, 146, 147, 183, 230 
Glyn, Sir R. C.; 238, 285, 353. 


H. 


Hawkeſbury, Lord; 130, 147, 148, 154, 247 

Hobhouſe, Mr.; 25, 40, 77, 97, 103, 147, 152, 154, 234, 281, 293, 
300, 301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 30b, 307 

Huſſey, Mr.; 41, 42, 96, 138, 384. 


J. 5 
St. John, Honourable St. A.; 230, 286, 287, 354, 361, 376 1 
Jefferys, Mr. N.; 52 | 
Jekyll, Mr.; 148, 373, 386, 440, 444 
Jolliffe, Mr.; 3 255 33» 34» 355 525 533 57 oh 745 755 77. 96, 131, 2325 


235, 238, 248 | ; 
Jones, Mr.; 51, 79, 135, 240, 242. 


Le 
Luſhington, Mr. Alderman ; 140, 170, 182, 233. 


A 


| : M, 

Malden, Viſcount; 51, 437 

Manning, Mr. ; 4.36 | 

Martin, Mr.; 80, 97, 126, 142, 241, 301, 302 - | 


93. 


32s 


WF Falk, sir L.; 409, 410 


INDEX TO THE SPEAKERS' NAMES, uy 


Maſter of the Rolls; ee Sir R. P. Arden, 

Milner, Sir W.; 302 

Mitford, Sir J. 3 " 5 53 78, 234+ 236, 242, 251, 306, 367, 393 
Mitford, Mr. W.; 


N. 
Nicholls, Mr.; 24, 233, 248, 367, 406. 


P. 


Peel, Mr.; 132, 148, 154, i60, 170, 177 

Penn, Mr.; 148 | | 

Percival, Honourable 8.; 77 

Pierrepoint, Honourable Mr.; 35, 241, 409 

Pitt, Mr. Chancellor; 5, 16, 20, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 33. 35, 41, 42, 
49, 52» 53» 57» 58, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 75» 76, 77» 79, 96, 97, 101, 
103, 126, 131, 133, 138, 139, 140, 143, 170, 177, 178, 179, 181, 
182, 183, 230, 231, 232, 233» 234s 235 

Porter, Colonel; 82 

Pulteney, Sir W.; 70, 75, 76, 81, 82, 96, 179, 244, 286, 435» 453 

Pybus, Mr.; 28. h 


R. 
Raſhleigh, Mr.; 240 ; 
Ridley, Sir M. W.; 69, 70, 176, 234, 300, 402 
Roſe, Mr.; 82. 151, 152, 154, 155, 156, 158, 159, 160, 251, 300, 301, 


384, 385, 386, 402, 453, 454» 494 
Ruſſell, Lord W.; 125, 410, 415 


Ryder, Right Honourable D.; 76, 141, 176, 182, 244, 249, 305, 306, 
391, 409, 436. 


8. 


Scott, Sir J.; 146, 147, 148, 251, 279, 280, 281, 285, 287, 292, 302, 
304, 305, 306, 307, 361, 386, 387, 394 

Secretary at War; ſee Kight Honourable Wm. Windham, 

Sewell, Mr.; 83, go, 101, 145, 146 


Sheffield, Lord; 35, 131, 141, 180, 181, 236, 244, 450 


Sheridan, Mr.; ; 5, 20, 24, 26, 119, 121, 130, 142, 145, 176, 177, 179, 


2465, 248, 249, 286, 287, 304, 353, 361, 368, 376, 392, 394» 396, 


404, 415, 430, 445, 446, 452, 453 
Simeon, Mr.; 184, 86 


Sinclair, Sir J.; 70, 6, 133 134, 135, 187, 212. 
Sloane, Colonel; 81, 438 oy ; | 
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Thornton, Mr, Henry ; 100, 129 


Vanſittart, Mr *3 146. 1 . | . 
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Smith, Mr. William; 82, 83, 101, 102, 145, 146, 147 x A 3 
Smollett, Colonel; 102 . WF. 3 | 
Soliciior General; /ee Sir J. Mitford, MO | b 

Speaker, Mr.; fee Right Honourable Henry Addington. | | 
Stanley, Colonel; 141, 147, 148, 492. 
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Tarleton, General; 56, 57, 81, $3,-100, 145, 150, 166, 2345 383, 384, 
386. 437. 438, 442, 445, 486 7 3Þ 
Taylor, Mr. M. A.; 408, 451, 486 | 2M 


Thornton, Mr. K.; 394 | =. 
Thornton, Mr. Samuel; 72 . E 
Tierney, Mr.; 25, 20, 42, 46, 50, $I, 58, 72, 74, 76, B84, 89, 97, 


103, 125, 130, 147, 151, 1525 1553 160, 231, 232, 236, 280, 365, MB | 
384, 388. 386, 394, 430 Y 


g Turner, Sir G. 2 5 180. : a N 44 


Wallace, Mr.; 302 


Walpole, Honour able George; 84, 93, 11 3, 437, 447, 451, 494 

Wigley, Mr.; 32, 176, 184, 235, 241, 393 ; 

Wilberforce, Mr.; 42, 78, 82, 83, 236, 279, 386, 393, 434 

Windham, Right Honourable William; 28, 44, 50, 79, 287, 371, 385, 
412, 415 

Wynne, Sir W. W.; 42 

Wyane, Mr.; 493. 


” * 3 


Young, Sir W. 2 1 45. | " 
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84. 


85, 


THE 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


PROCEEDINGS D DEBATES « 


OF THE 


| HOUSES OF LORDS AND COMMONS, 


In the SECOND SESSION of the 


Eighteenth Parliament of GREAT BRITAIN, 
Appointed to be holden at WESTMINSTER, 


On TuxsDay the 27th of SEPTEMBER, 1790. 


nate 
— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, April 20, 1798, 
Boles 's Divorce Bill was read a frond time, and : 


ordered to a Committee. 

A petition was preſented from Mr. Twiſtleton's mother againſt 
an allegation contained in the preamble of the Divorce Bill, reſpect- 
ing a child born ſeven months after a deed of ſeparation had taken 


place between Mr. Twiftleton and his wife; but the counſel had 


been already inſtructed to omit that part of the allegation. 
The uſual forms were then gone through, and a witneſs proved 


that a Mr. Steel and a Mrs. Twiſtleton had lived together as' man 


and wife. A deed of ſeparation was read by which Mr. Twiſtleton 
had ſettled 1001. per annum upon his wife during her life; and 
in conſequence of which an actual ſeparation took place between 
them, previous to any criminal connection on her part; : 
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2 PARLIAMENTARY [Lonps. 


The LORD CHANCELLOR aſked if they were prepared to 
give evidence touching the conduct of the parties prior to the exe- 
cution of the deed, and of the circumſtances which led to the ſepa- 
ration, as the Houſe might be probably anxious for information on 
theſe points * 

The honourable Mr. Tꝛoſſtleton was then called, and being duly 
ſworn, ſtated, that his wife's extravagance had reduced him almoſt 
to poverty ; that his remonſtrances only inflamed a temper, natu- 
rally bad, ſtill more; and that ſhe at length told him that ſhe was 
determined to go upon the Stage, where ſhe knew ſhe poſſeſſed ta- 
lents to ſupport herſelf in affluence. This reſolution of hers he 
ſtrongly oppoſed, and declared, that if ſhe perſevered in it, he would 
not live with her. She, however, deſpiſed his authority, and went 
to Mr. Harris, of Covent Garden, to apply for an engagement, 
without his knowledge; in conſcquence of which the deed was exe- 
cuted, fince which he never cohabited, correſponded, or had any 
conneCtion whatever with her, or ever ſaw her, he believed, except 
once paſſing through the ſtreet in a carriage. 

The Duke of NORFOLK hoped that ſome farther evidence 
would be required. The preamble of the bill ſtated, that the iſſue 
of the marriage was one child ; it had appeared, however, that there 
was a ſecond child. Theſe children were within the line of ſuc- 
ceſſion to a Pecrage ; and, therefore, he thought ſome evidence 
ſhould be given of the time of their births, to remove any doubt or 
ſuſpicion that might be entertained of their legitimacy. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR applaudcd the good-nature from 
whence the ſuggeſtion flowed, but apprehended that, if carried into 
effect, it would | fx the very ſtain it intended to remove. The queſ- 
tion of legitimacy was 'not then before the Houſe ; and conſequently 
no evidence of it, then given, could be produced upon any future 
trial in which it might be diſputed, as it would amount to nothing 
more than a mere voluntary affidavit. The notice was taken of 
the child in the preamble of the printed copy of the bill; the enact- 
ing part would be ſilent on the ſubject; and conſequently any im- 
putation thence arifing would ſoon wear away, whereas the mode re- 
commended by the noble Duke would tend to perpetuate It. 

The Duke of NORFOLK perſevered, and ſaid it was his in- 
tention to take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon the point in ſome future 
flage of the bill. 

The bill was then read a ſecond time, and committed 1for Tueſ- 
day, at which time his Grace ſtated he would renew his motion. 

Lord GRENVILLE brought up a meſſage from His Majeſty, 
[ For wvhich, fee the Proceedings of the Cymmons.] His Lordſhip 
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ſaid, that in the preſent ſituation of public affairs, it was not neceſ- 
ſary for him to add any thing more to the ſentiments contained in 
the communication which His Majeſty had moſt graciouſly made to 
the Houſe. He was ſure that, in proportion to the increaſed exer- 
tions which the enemy ſhould make to carry their hoſtile deſigns 
againſt the country into execution, in the ſame proportion would the 
vigour and ſpirit of that Houſe, and of the country at large, be rouſed 
with additional energy, and be prepared to avert the danger that 
threatened us from a foreign foe. He was alſo certain, that, in 
proportion as the machinations of evil-diſpoſed and traitorous per- 
ſons within this country were ſpreading abroad, and directed againſt 
the ſafety, liberty and happineſs of the whole nation, their Lord- 
ſhips would adopt every meaſure that ſhould effectually tend to de- 
feat and confound them, and that they would defend the laws and 
Conſtitution of their country againſt every ſecret conſpirator, againſt 
all ſeditious demagogues, and, in ſhort, againſt all thoſe who were 
the advocates and hirelings of the Common enemy. It was not 
neceſſary for him to preface the addreſs he was about to move with 
any more obſervations. He meant to follow it up with a meaſure 
which he had no doubt would meet the concurrence of the Houſe ; 
a meaſure which, without infringing on the Conſtitution, had fre- 
quently been reſorted to by Parliament in times leſs critical than the 
preſent. His Lordſhip then moved: * That an humble addreſs 


be preſented to His Majeſty, to return the thanks of that Houſe, 


for His Majeſty's gracious communication; to aſſure His Majeſty, 
that the Houſe of Lords was deeply ſenfible of the many bleſſings 
which the country enjoyed under His Majeſty's mild Government, 
while they were engaged in a conteſt with an enemy who aimed at 
nothing leſs than to deſtroy the liberty, happineſs, and independence 
of theſe kingdoms ; that whilſt contending for every thing dear to 
them, that Houſe would not fail to afford His Majeſty the moſt ef- 
feQual ſupport, in every meaſure calculated to enſure the ſecurity of 


the Crown, and the independence of the nation ; and that whilſt 


the Houſe firmly relied on His Majeſty to uſe the means committed 


to him for theſe purpoſes, it would alſo take into conſideration what 


farther meaſures might be neceſſary to defeat the machinations of 
Ill affected perſons, and to bring the * of enemies, both at 
home and abroad, to confuſion.“ 

The addreſs was carried nem con. 

Lord Grenville then moved the firſt reading of an act, to em- 


power His Majeſty to ſecure and detain ſuch perſons as His Majeſty 
may ſuſpect of conſpiring againſt his perſon and Government. 


- Lord GREN VILLE obſerved, that this bill was FORO ſimilar 
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to others which had been paſſed on former occafions, with the ſingle 
exception, with reſpect to thoſe perſons already under detention on 
a charge of high treaſon, and whoſe trials were not to be deferred, 
in conſequence of any thing contained in this act. He alſo ſtated, 
that the proviſions of this bill were meant to extend to the firſt of 
February next. 

The bill was then read a firſt and ſecond time, committed, read 
a third time and paſſed, and ſent to the Commons for their con- 
currence. 

Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, it was neceſſary to put ſome reſtraints 
on the abuſe that had been made of the readineſs with which Par- 
liament uſed to grant naturalization bills to foreigners. It was his 


[ Couuoexs. 


intention, therefore, to introduce a bill, that no perſons born within 


any of the territories at enmity with His Majeſty, ſhould be capable 
of being naturalized. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, April 20. 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS brought down a meſſage from His 
Majeſty, as follows : 


GEORGE R. 


His Majeſiy thinks it proper to acquaint the Houſe of Commons, 
that from various advices received by His Majeſty, it appears that the 
preparations for the embarkation of troops and warlike ftores, are now 
carried on with conſiderable and increaſing aftivity in the'ports of 
France, Flanders, and Holland, with the avowed de 9 efign of attempting 
the invaſi an of His Majeſty's dominions, and that in this deſign the 
enemy is encouraged by the correſpondence and communication of traitor- 
His Ma- 
Jeſiy Places the firmeſt reliance, under the Divine Providence, on the 
bravery of his fleets and armies, and on the zeal, public ſpirit, and 
unſhaken courage of his faithful people, already manifeſted in the volun- 
tary exertions of all ranks of His Majeſty's ſubjects for the general de- 
Fence, and more than ever neceſſary at a moment when they are called 
upon to contend for the preſervalion of all that is dear to them. 

His Majeſty, in purſuance of the ac paſſed in the laſt ſeſſim of 
Parliament, for raiſing a provifimal force of cavalry, has thought it 
Tight to give directians, that the ſaid Favalry ſhould | or drawn out and 
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ſingle 1 embodied: and it is alſo His Majeſty's intention, to mk the part nt 
In on 3 et embodied of the augmentation made to the militia, under the acts of 
red, .F + ſeſſion, to be forthwith drawn out and embadied, in purſuance of 
ated, His Majeſty's communications alreagy made to the Foufe of Commons on 
rſt of ibis ſubject. 
3 His Majeſty feels it incumbent en him to make the fulleſt uſe of the 
read | Wextenſs ve means already pravided by the wiſdom of Parliament for the 
con- I end defence. But he feels it at the ſame time, under circumſtances 
4 9 which he has ſtated, indiſpenſably neceſſary to recommend it to the Houſe 
aints F Commons, to confider without delay of ſuch farther meaſures as may 
Par- b enable His Majeſty to defeat the wicked machinatians of di affect red per- 
s his © ons within theſe realms, and to guard w_— the deſigns of the enemy, 
thin 1 either. abroad or at home.” | 
pable 1 | 8. 
7 Mr. Secretary Dundas then moved,“ That an humble addreſs 
be preſented to His Majeſty, to return His Majeſty the humble 
thanks of this Houſe for his moſt gracious meſſage; and to aſſure 
His Majeſty that this Houſe will, without delay, proceed to the con- 
E ſideration of the intereſting ſubjects, therein mentioned, with all 
the attention which their importance to the ſafety of theſe kingdoms 
require.“ 
| Mr. Chancellor PITT ſeconded the motion. 
1 Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, —It is impoſſible for any man who 
views the preſent ſituation of the country, and who views it in the 
ſame light I do, to imagine that I now riſe to oppoſe, in any ſhape 
or manner, the addreſs which has juſt been preſented to the Houſe. 
Had I been preſent on a former occaſion when a bill for the better 
defence of the country was brought in by the right honourable Se- 
cretary (Mr. Dundas), I moſt ccrtainly would have given it my 
moſt cordial and zealous ſupport ; and in thus giving it all the 
countenance that I could lend to any meaſure, I would not conſider 
the Houſe as conferring any new or extraordinary power upon the 
Crown, or any thing more than is already veſted by law in the royal 
prerogative. We all know, that in caſes of great and alarming 
emergency, His Majeſty is armed with the power of calling forth 
all the ſtrength and energy of his ſubjeQs ; and if in any ordinary 
riot and confuſion, à conſtable may call for aſſiſtanee from every 
one around him, can it properly be ſuppoſed, that on an occafion of 
extreme and general peril, His Majeſty would be contented to be a 
mere looker on? And when His Majeſty feels it neceſſary thus to 
arouſe and exert all the ſtrength and reſources of his kingdoms, 
however, ye may co-operate— whatever ſervice we may afford on 
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ſuch an occaſion, we only fulfil that duty which, by the oath of ; Y 


allegiance, we are bound to perform., - But however penctrated the 


country may be with the ſenſe of the danger that awaits us, however 


ardent the ſpirit that now begins to ariſe, yet I cannot but breathe a 
wiſh, that ſomething were ſoperndided by this Houſe to kindle the 
zeal and animate the courage of the people; without which, I fear, 
neither can be warmed to that glow and ardour to which they ſhould 
be raiſed on fo trying an occaftion—for it is no ordinary occaſion, 
Sir; the dangers that threaten us are of no ordinary magnitude; it 
is, therefore, no common ſpirit that can embolden us to encounter it. 
I rejoice moſt ſincerely, indeed, to ſee this ſpirit now begin to ariſe ; 
but while I thus rejoice at beholding its firſt burſts, yet that joy is 
damped by obſerving the too general prevalence of a certain degree 
of ſupineneſs, a certain tardineſs and heſitation to act, which I 
hope the cheering voice of the Houſe will rouſe and ſtimulate, or 
which its own activity will ſupply ; and that any iuch tardineſs or 
heſitation ſhould prevail, muſt be ſurely matter of no ſmall ſurpriſe 
for docs not the coming danger threaten us all? Are we not all 
intereſted in the iſſue of the event? Yet, as far as I can hear and 
obſerve, there are many who make this threatened invaſion a mere 
topic of converſation, or idle diſeuſſion; they ſeem to treat it as a 
ſubje of amuſement or curioſity, and appear eager for its arrival, 
as if they were to gaze on it as on ſome ſtrange phenomenon, or as 
if they were to enjoy it as a mere ſhow, not tremble at it as a real 

zril. Far, however, be it from me to ſuppoſe that this doubtful 
diſpoſition, this abſence of manly alacrity, preceeds from any ſuch 
motive as diſaffection, or from any ſullen and ill- timed reſentment 
of the wrongs and ſufferings which the people may feel (and in my 
opinion very juſtly) againſt His Majeſty's Miniſters ; to whom, 
perhaps, they may as juſtly attribute them; but that want of ſpirit 
and alacrity which I lament, is . by a ſort of ſupineneſs, 
and a reluctance to believe the real danger of their ſituation, to 
which, therefore, they are not duly alive. An evident ſymptom of 
this ſupineneſs, and diſbelief of the perils that hang over us, appears 
in the flow progreſs of the voluntary contributions; to this meaſure 


T have profeſſed, and ſtill profeſs, myſelf a friend—and the Houſe 


will be pleaſed to recollect, that ſuch were the ſentiments I ex- 
preſſed when I had the honour of making a motion for ſuſpending 
the paſſing of the Aſſeſſed- tax Bill. At that time I recommended 
the adoption of a meaſure ſimilar to the voluntary contribution, and 
recommended it as a temporary ſubſtitute for the Aſfeſſed tax Bill 
and that principally, becauſe it could not fail to afford an opportunity 
of our giving ſome practical pled e, ſome ſtriking and unequivocal 
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Y | proof, that on one point, at leaſt, we were all uhanim6us—to leave 
"XX room for this manifeſtation of our unanimity, I then moved that the 
2X Adcfied-tax Bill might be ſuſpended for one month; my motion, as 


"IX uſual, was unſucceſsful ; but ſincerely forry do I feel, that a learned 
friend of mine, who voted with me on that occaſion, and who took 
n ſhare in that debate, ſhould ſince have reviled the meaſure of a 
8 voluntary contribution as a miſerable expedient, a mere ſending 
round a begging-box. He ſurely cannot have imagined, that when 
I endeavoured to ſuſpend the Aſſeſſed- tax Bill for a month, I was 
2 not equally fincere in my wiſhes to try the effect of the voluntary eon- 
tribution, which I before recommended. What opinion could he, 
nt or the Houſe, or myſelf, entertain of my conſiſtency, if, after failing 
7 in my firſt object, I ſhould immediately turn ſhort, and join with 
them in reviling the vez, meaſure I before approved, and branding 
B it as a begping-box buſineſs, which, however, I had confeſſed myſelf 
arxious to try as the beſt mode, in my opinion, of obtaining a prac- 
tical pledge of our perfect unanimity, in providing every means of 
N reſiſtance to the inſolent menaces and attempts of the enemy? had I 
been in the houſe at the time the meaſure I propoſed had been thus 
WT rcviled, it would have gricved me to have heard it ſtigmatized in 
ſuch language ; indeed I could have ſcarcely remained filent, and 
permitted it to paſs unreproved. Nor, when I hinted at the propriety 
of firſt trying a voluntary contribution, was it merely the money it 
might produce I had in view; it was the diſpoſition and ſenti ments 
that ſhould prompt and promote it, to which I was anxious to attend, 
I am likewiſe ſorry that there are names, which I do not yet behold 
ia the liſt of the voluntry contribution ; but while I expreſs this my re- 
gret, at its not having obtained their countenance and encouragement, 
I by no means think it ſhould be inferred, that thoſe who have not 
as yet ſubſcribed, are leſs diſpoſed than thoſe who have, to concur in 
the preparation of thoſe vigorous meaſures of defence, when they 
clearly ſee and fully feel their neceſſity. As to their apparent apathy, . 
I do not feel the ſlighteſt apprehenſion. They only expect ſome 
more adequate caufe for alarm, ſome more thorough conviction that 
the danger is at hand. For confident I am, that as ſoon as one 
drop of Engliſh blood ſhall be ſhed by a Frenchman on Engliſh 
ground, the Engliſh valour will that moment riſe to a pitch equal to 
what its moſt ſanguine friends can expect, or its warmeſt admirers 
can deſire; it will then doubtleſs nerve our arms with a force which 
no impreſſion from the enemy can withſtand. But although this 
extreme danger may be lil diſtant and out of fight, we ſhould not 
therefore be unprepared to meet it, or lulled into a fatal inſenſibility 
to all the dreadful calamities it will bring upon us. Of theſe ca- 
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antes we do not ſeem to entertain a due ſenſe of dread and horror; 1 1 
| but without retracting any one principle which I ever held or ut. 1 1 


n Wh of the truth of what I aſſert, that at no period of our big. © 1 N 
tory were we ever menaced with ſuch a fate, nor at no period off 
either the French Monarchy or French Republic, had we more to but 


dread from France than we have at the preſent moment; for ſhould | on 
che French now ſucceed in their projected invaſion, our ruin would by 
be dire and irretrievable indeed. I do not, I fay, retract the ſenti- the 
Us| ments which, while I deplore the ſcene of blood that ſtained its glo- m. 
„ ll . nous efforts to be free, I rejoiced at the eſtabliſhment of the French Mi 
1 Republic : but when I rejoiced at its eſtabliſhment, and the down- the 
fal of deſpotie Monarchy, I rejoiced at ſeeing it regain a due degree In 
of freedom, and a due degree of ſtrength. I by no means rejoice de 

at the enormous power which it is now able to wield ; a power 
which cruſhes under it the whole of the continental powers, and cc 
which has grown gigantie from the efforts which the alien powers st 
bY exerted to oppoſe its infant liberty. It is from this increaſed power ar 
. of France that England has more to dread than from the arms of any li 
„ other nation; and were France now again monarchical inſtead of t 
bil republican, we ſhould equally have to watch and to dread its ambi- 0 
WH tious encroachments, and its formidable attacks; for, fully am I 8 © 
"1 convinced, that were the unfortunate Louis XVIII. to be now ſud- WW © 
. denly recalled by an almoſt unanimous wiſh of the French people, £8 
if were that unhappy Prince to be unexpectedly reſtored, and that in 2 | þ 
bl. manner as unexpected as was our Charles II. were he, after being re- E 
F I inthroned, to recall all his emigrant nobility, who have ſuffered moſt 5 
1 eruelly from the French Revolution, convinced, I ſay, am I, that : 
| France would not bate one atom of her ambition, nor would ſhe 
1 attempt leſs, but graſp at more than ſhe had lately acquired and 
i | achieved; ſhe would not remain ſatisfied with the Rhine for her bar- 
44M rier, with Holland: and Italy for her vaſſals, with the addition of all 
Wh the Low Countries, and a domineering influence over the Councils of | 


Spain; ſhe would ſtill remain reſtleſs and unſatisfied, until ſhe had 
wreſted from Great Britain the ſovereignty of the ſeas. While I 
thus expreſs my jealouſy and dread of French ambition, I by no 
means depart from any thing I formerly advanced about the French 
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Republic; nor am I now more diſpoſed than then to have recourſe 
to language of contumely and invective whick has unfortunately 
been but too much indulged in by certain gentlemen in this Houſe, 
— and which has lately diſgraced the preamble to a bill. To make 
uſe of ſuch language was ſurely neither politic nor wife ; and could 
any thing be more unbecoming and undignified than the coarſe ex- 
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| ; preſſions uſed in the nter kingdoms by perſons high in authority, l 
hope, therefore, we ſhall no longer hear of a monſter Hoche, or of 


or ut. 
d am this or that ruffian General; and I would beg leave not only to 
Ir hif. N adviſe Government to be more temperate and decorous in their Jan- 


iod of unge when ſpeaking of the French people and their commanders, 
ore to 4 ut I would moreover wiſh they would pay them a ſincere and ſolid 
hould x” ompliment : : this ſincere and ſolid compliment I would pay them, 


would | 
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by ſaying and (newing that we omit no human preparations Which 
the heart and head of man can contrive and exccute. This is the 
manner in which 1 would meet them; and if we thus ſtand provided 
ich every thing that ſpirit and prudence can ifiſpire and ſuggeſt, 
"Ml though it may be impoſſible for us to pronounce that they ſhall not 
W ſubdue us, we may, at leaſt, convince them that we are not to be 
"wy ö deſpiſed. | 
=. | If, then, they are to atternpt to invade us, they will, no doubt, 
come ſurnithed with flaming manifeſtoes. The Directory may in- 
aroct their Generals to make the faireſt profeſſions of how their 
WF army is to act; but of theſe profeſſions ſurely not one can be be- 
3 lieved. Some, however, may deecive themſclves by ſuppoſing that 
p A the great Buonaparte, (for he, we underſtand, is to be their 
i General ;) that the victorious Buonaparte, I ſay, will have con- 
Ig | certed wiih the Directory, that he is hot to tarniſh his laurels, or 
4B ſally his glory, by permittiag his army to plunder our banks, to ruin 
WT our commerce, to enſlave our people; but that he is to come like a 
Miniſtcr of grace, with no other purpoſe than to give peace to the 
cottager, to reſtore citizens to their rights, to eſtabliſh real freedom, 
and a literal and humane goverament. This undoubtedly were 
noble; this were generous ; this; 1 had.almait ſaid, was God-like. 
But can there be ſuppoſed an Engl iſhman fo ſtupid, fo beſotted, ſo 
befooled, as to give a moment's credit to ſuch ridiculous profeſfions? 
Not that I deny but that a great Republic may be aQuated by theſe 
generous principles,-and by a thirſt of glory, merely for glory's ſake. 
Such I might be induced to believe, was the ſpirit which inſpired the 
Romans in the early and virtuous periods of their Republic. They 
fought and conquered for the mecd of warlike renown—till ſooner 
would I believe that the Spartan heroes fought for fame only, and 
not for the plunder of wealth and luxuries which they were more 
ftudious to exclude from, than to introduce into the boſom of their 
Republic. But far otherwiſe are we to interpret the objects that 
whet the valour, and ſtimulate the proweſs of modern Republicans. 
Do we not ſee they have planted the Tree of Liberty in the Garderi 
ef Monarchy, where it {till continues to produce the ſame rare and 
luxurious fruit ?- Do we not ſee the French Republicans, as eager a 
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ever were "Ely courtly friends of the Monarchy, to collect from | wc 
among the vanquiſhed countries, and to accumulate all the elegances, 2 
all the monuments of the arts and ſciences, determined to make _- 
their capital the luxurious mart and ſchool for a ſubje& and ad- 
miring world? It is not glory they ſeck for; they are already 
gorged with it; it is not territory they graſp at, they are already in- 9 
cumbered with the extent they have acquired. What then is their "3 
object? They come for what they really want: they come for 4 
ſhips, for commerce, for credit, and for capital. Yes; they come | 
for the finews, the bones; for the marrow, and for the very hearts 
blood of Great Britain. | 1 
But let us now examine what we are to purchaſe at this price. 
It is natural for a merchant to look cloſely to the quality of the ar- 
ticle which he is about to buy at a high rate. Liberty, it appears, i 
is now their ſtaple commodity.; but ſhould we not carefully attend, 
whether what they export be of the ſame kind with what they keey -* 
for their home conſumption. Attend, I fay, and examine how BY | 
little of real liberty they themſelves enjoy, who are fo forward and 
prodigal i in beſtowing it on others. On this ſubjea I do not touch F | 
as a matter of reproach. The unjuſt meaſures they have purſued, i 
they may have purſued from neceſſity. If the majority of the 
French people are deſirous and determined to continue a Republican 
form of Government, the French Direforv muſt do what they can 
to ſecure the Republic. This conduct, both prudence, policy, and a 
view to their own ſecurity, may diQate and enforce. But were they YN 
to perform the fair promiſes which they would fain hold out to us, "Rp 


they would then eftabliſh more liberty here, than they themſelvcs 9 5 

enjoy in France. Were they to leave us the trial by Jury uninter- Y b. 

rupted, and thus grant us a Conſtitution more enviable than th at in : G 

France, would not this be rearing a Conſtitution in this country 40 
which would ſtand a glaring contraſt in their own, a living and C 

laſting reproach on tlicir conduct towards their own country ? Were an 

ſach to be their conduct here, 1 will only ſay they muſt be madmen. WS 

_ 

Thus far have we viewed them with regard to the wiſdom of their i £ 
policy ; let us now inſſect the nature of their enmity, And here | b 


again I feel diſinelined to enter on this ſubje& with harſhneſs or 
aſperity; and I have only to regret that the French nation have 
both generally ar and individually been too frequently treated with 
ſcornful and ignominiovs language in this Houſe. On the i impro- 
priety and impoliey of ſuch coarſe treatment I will; not. now be 

tempted to animadvert, neither will I ſtop to conſider who has been 
"me aggreſſor i in the commencement of hoſtilities, or who was or Was 
not fincere in attempts at pacification. What I regret is, that the 


* 
* 


3 . more they have been abuſed, the more rancorous muſt be 8 re- 
ers 1 Pnument! 4 and as to their intending to exhauſt . f us the Full 


make 

d ad. being ſincere. 

ready = | Thenext conſideration, therefore, which naturally occurs is, how 
. "oF to inſure a ſueceſsful renitance to an enemy of this temper and diſpo- 
el 2 ition. I will not here require of Government to lay aſide their 
. 4 Polten! prejudices or animoſities ; neither will J require of thoſe 
3 3 ho oppoſe them to altogether ſuſpend theirs — but both muſt feel 


hat this ſacrifice i is nceetiary, at leaſt on one point, reſiſtance to the 
Enemy, and upon this ſubject, at leaſt, I muſt entreat them to ac- 
I. C- cord; for here it is neceflary they” ſhould both act with one heart, 
price. 
he ar. and one hand if there be any who ſay we will oppofe the French, 
"WE nean we have ſuececded in removing the preſent Miniſters, to them 
ö 8 3 5 
f 1 would ſay: Sir, let us defer that for a moment; let tis now op- 
* 1 boſe the enemy, and avert the ſtorm, otherwiſe we ſhall not long 
ceo ab ; 125 

' Fave even Miniſters to combat and remove. If there are any who 

how WS Ks TR. 

Bay, that Vi iniſters have brougkr on us all our preſent ealamities, they 


d and 
Duh, therefore, to be firſt removed, [ will grant them that there is 


__—_— 
* bl H 289 MY 
- % 1 4 
= =O 
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touch Mx 

Ko Pogic and juſtice in the argument, but for its policy I am ata loſs to 
rſued, g 
1 Jifcover it. There are thoſe alfo who think the preſent. Miniſters 
15 7 


bean oy incapable, and that they ought, therefore, to be removed. Granted ; 
| 8 
1 bot if they cannot ſucceed in removing them, and if they be lineere. 
anda þ 1 in their opinion of the incapacity of Miniſters, how can they ap- 
1 "= > 
5 prove themſelves fineere in their with to reſiſt the enemy, unleſs they 
ö ey I 2 
Wea I contribute to, aid and rectify the incapacity ey complain of ? In- 
to us, Bl 
deed, there. are ſome gentle men who ſeemed determined to divide 
Ti! Les 1 
= thcir enmity and copoliticn between the Miniſters and the French ; 


Rn bor muſt they not fee, that the inevitable conſequence of this divi- 
n don muſt be the conqueſt of the country by the French? And why 
ory do they thus heſitate about the ſide of the queſtion they are to take ? 
Fg Can there be any thing more childiſh than to fay F will wait until 
We. | the enemy has landed ; ; and then I will reſiſt them, as if preparation 
— Vas not an eſſental part of effectual reſiſtance. What more childiſh 
1 here and ridiculoys than to ſay, I will take a piſtol and fire at them ; 
6 or but I will not go the length of a muſket : no, I will attack them 
* yy with my left, but I will not exert my right hand againſt them ; all 
N muſt unite, all muſt go every length againſt them, or there are na 
| | hopes ; and already I fay, I rejoice to ſee the neceſſary ſpirit begin 
pe? Wh to riſe throughout the country and the metropolis ; and when on this 
«x be fide of the Houſe, we manifeſt this ſpirit, and forget all other mo- 
deen tives to action, I truſt the ſame ſentiments will prevail on the other; 
ir | 5 and. that the offers we make ſincerely, will there be accepted as un- 
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reluctantly. But now I muſt obſerve, that the defence of the x cpi 
country might be eſſentially contributed to, by two very different W 


elaſſes of men: the one-compoſed of thoſe ſturdy hulking fellows, 3 9 Pit 

1 whom we daily ſee behind coaches, or following through the ſtreets hit 
| il and ſquares, their maſters and miſtreſſes who may be ruminating in Wen 
1 0 the mean time on the evils of an invaſion; to thoſe I would entruſt Ede 
j hi the defence of the capital, and would add to them the able-bodied : 8 WI 
10 men which the different offices, ſuch, for example, 2s the fire- offices | th 
(hk might eaſily produce. His Majeſty would be thus enabled to em- v 
js 0 ploy his more diſciplined troops in a diſtant or more neceſſary ſer— p- 
i* | vice. There is another claſs I would alfo beg leave to allude to; and ni 
Wil 


thoſe are young gentlemen of high rank, who are daily mounted' on 1 
horſes of high blood. They ſurely, at this perilous moment, might Ml 
be better employed: it would ill become me to erect myſelf into a 
rigid cenſor of amuſement and diſſipation. That line of argument 
would not exactly ſuit my own line of conduct, nor am I an enemy 
to their amuſements; on the contrary — but their mornings might 
now be more uſefully employed; they ought to be preparing for the 
taſæ they may have to perform; for ſure I am they poſſeſs a MY 
ſpirit that will not permit them to ſeulk and hide from the ſtorm ; | 8 
they will never be fecn a miſerable train of emigrants wandering in 
a foreign land. | | 1 
But, amidſt all theſe warlike preparations, the idea of peace . 
ſhould not be forgotten; nor would J have that precious object re- 
main unaccompliſhed mercly for a differenee about fome trifling 
points—for my part, I feel a more eager defire for peace than 
ever; for I by no means diſtruſt the intrepidity and courage of my | 
country. The death ] fear it muſt die, is not a death from arms, 
but from the extent of the burdens under which it groans. But 
ſhould our refources begin to fail, or even be exhauſted, we:ſhould 3 h 
not for that be diſheartened and deſpair ; we ſhould ſtil} retain the 3 
heart of a nation, and ſhew the enemy we can be as deſperate as they 
are; that we can rob, plunder, ravage, and deſtroy, as effeQually 
as they have done. Yes, I muſt repeat it; the real fire and ſword 
that muſt ravage this fair land, are the pen and power of the right 
honourable gentleman. His eloquence and influence ' will prove 
our bane, We ſhould alſo beware of too proud a confidence in our 
ſtrength, , This ſtrength muſt continually waſte as our burdens con- 
tinve to multiply, and multiply they muſt in proportion to our exi- 
gencies. But, however defirous I may be for peace, in order to 
avoid this preſſure of taxes, I muſt warn the right honourable gen- 
tleman that he muſt not think of treating for peace if the French 
ſhould land. That laſt of humiliations would break, indeed, the 
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78 — of the country ; ; it would break the heart of our Navy.— 
ä Wich this opinion I am glad the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
1 1 Pitt) ſeems impreſſed: hae: if I am to ſpeak out, I have alſo to tell 
nim, that the want of confidence in public men has of late more 
: © enfeebled the nation than any other cauſe ; and this want of confi- 
entruſt bt dence has principally ariſen from the ſeceſſion of certain gentlemen, 
1 Vo have deſerted the Whig party in order to creep into place, that 
WE they might better ſerve the cauſe of religion, morality, &c. as they 
o em- 8 would have it believed, but whoſe real motive was their anxiety to 


y ſer- YR | participate of place and power; on them it is incumbent to repair 
; and ce injury they have done to the publie ſpirit, not only by co- ope- 
ed on rating in the general efforts for reſiſtance, but in a more liberal and 
might WM extenſive ſacrifice of the emoluments they enjoy, and which they 


were ſo eager to ſecure while they had nothing in their mouths but 
"FX morality and civil order. As to any more coalitions, I ſhall never 


ument 
nemy think of them with patience ; they have done nothing but miſchief ; 
might and, in my mind, much more than any party hoſtilities can pro- 


duce : the country feels it, and juſtly abhors them ; and indeed it 
has been the misfortune of the country to have long been led by 
parties, and to look to this or that man as a head and a guide. I do 
not deny the importance and abilities of the right honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Pitt), ncither ſurely am I inſenſible of the manly ſoul 
and mighty mind of my right honourable friend (Mr. Fox). But ina 
country of more than eight millions of inhabitants, and thoſe of ardent 
hearts and enlightened underſtandings, if I am told there can be found 
but two men who can fave it, I have only to ſay that ſuch a country 


f my is not worth ſaving, and muſt be deſtroyed. But, thank Heaven, 
arms, there is no ſuch dearth amongſt us of wiſe and able men, of men 
But willing and prepared to ſave the country, in a criſis like the preſent: 


let Engliſhmen. but look to and rely upon themſelves - their heart 
and ſpirit will then return, and arm but their hands, and then you 
will fee if the Britiſh nation will tamely ſubmit to be huſſeled out 
of its independence. Even were we all baniſhed out of the country, 
there would ſtill remain a ſufficient number of men to conduct its 
affairs, and preſerve its glories, without expecting its ſalvation at the 


Drove hands of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), or my right ho- 
our nourable friend (Mr. Fox); or even from a noble Lord in the other 
con- Houſe, who has lately created ſo much expectation. | 
exi- I am aſhamed to ſay any thing concerning myſelf, although it 
r to ſhould be a very few words. I am ſorry alfo, it is Eardly poſſible 
gen- for any man to ſpeak in this Houſe, and to obtain credit for ſpeak- 
ench ing from a principte of public ſpirit, that no man can oppoſe a 
the - Miniſter without being accuſed of faction, and none, who uſually 
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* . can ſupport a Miniſter, or lend him aß mftance in any thing, 
without being accuſed of dong: ſo from inte ten motives. [ am not 
ſuch a orebinb as to ſay, that it is of me; N e what part 
I may take; or that it is effential that I thauld divide a little po- 
pularity, or ſome emolument with the Miiiters of ths Crown ; nor 
am [I fo vain as to imagine, that my ſervices might be ſolicited. 
Certainly they have nut. That might have arifen from want of 
Importance in myſelf; or from others w hom 1 have bren in the 
general habit of oppoling, concel ving that F was not likety either 
to give up my general ſentiments, or mu Per fon Attachments; 
however that may be, certain it is, they never have made any at- 
tempt to apply to me for my aſſiſtance. I think it right to declare, 
however, that my political enmity (private, L have none] is irg n 
cilable to His Majeſty's s preſent Ministers, and my attach: ment fo. 
my right honouraMle friend, and to his P.. Veical priaciples, is unal- 
tered and unalterable ; that my cager de fire to procure a Reform in 
Parliament, as well as a reform of a multiplicity of abuſes; to pro- 
cure, if poſſible, indemnity for the paſt, and fecurity ag: inſt kuture 


abuſes, is undi miniſned. Theſe are points io which 1 have I ong 


fince and often pledged myſelf. Theſe are pledges which J hall 
never abandon. Let the world think of me whar it pleates; T am 
conſcious of the integrity of my principles. I feel a pride in avow- 
ing them; and I thould be the meaneſt and moit baſe of mankind 


if I preferred ſome party principle, or ſome perſonal motive, eicher 


on account of myſelf or others, that night induce me to abandon my 


# + 


public ſentiments. I will do all Jan againſt the efforts of our, 


foreign enemy. I fay you have a right to call on all deferiy!? ions 
of men to do the ſame thing. Some didinAion; however, OUgNt to 
be made. There are many who have made fortunes by contracts 
and by various ſpecies of Court favour and connections. There are 
others who lend the State moſt important ad honourable aſſiſtance. 
What is bounty in the one, would be nothing but gratitude in, the 
other, in coming forward, to ſupport the public cauſe at the preſent 
eriſis. I call on thoſe who have ſo long profited by Court connce- 


tions; I call on the perſonal friends of the Miniſter to come for- 
ward, and aſſiſt the State at this trying moment. I call on 


thoſe alſo why have been, on former occaſions, loud for Reform. 

I call on thoſe who feet themſelves pledged to bring the Miniſter 
to account for his actions, to ſhew that they are the real friends of 
their country in- the hour of peril. They all know what 1 mean 


by this. I nced not tell them, that every meaſure which i invigo- . 
rates the ſpirit of the People, and ſtrengthens the Crown, ; 


reſilirrhe amoition of the enemy, and to relicve us from our pre 


-t 
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he Y | ſent perilous condition, has my cordial ho and ought to re- 
part = ceive theirs. 
9 Taving ſaid this, IL ovght a to fav a few words on a fubje&t 
1 | which 1 have heard within a few ge nts; I mean that of an in- 
27 ; 1 tention” to take away one of the mot? valuable of the rights of the 

+ ME ſubject. That part of the addreſs which 1 like the leaſt, is that 
WM I 4 | which relates to a ſuppoſed correſpondence between. our foreign 
5 2 enemy, and thoſe who are ailedged to be our amen traitors. If 
"it "1 there he ſuch traitors among us, let the law pronounce upon them; 

by 3 | but Miniſters mult not expect inconkiſtences from me ; ] cannot 
83 | give my aſſent to an aſſertion of rhe exiſtence of ſuch a correſpond- 
a <nce, or ſuch a ſociety of traitors, without proof. I ſay this the 
: * = more readily on remembering, that fermerly I denied the exiſtence 
1 cr a plot which the Miniſter alledged did exiſt, and the verdict of a 

2 Jury afterwards negatived that conſpicacy, and conſequently ſup- 
5 ported what I ſaid upon that ſubject. What plots there are, or 
IS 1 ; whether there be anv, I do not know ; but before I hear evidence, 
8, I cannot give an unqualified aſſiſtanee to that part of the addreſy, 
"'S TT The Miniſter muſt know better than I can pretend to do, whether 
a 8 any ſuch plots exiſt or not : but he will pardon me if I decline to 
225 take his word for their exiſtence. That Miniſters ſhould take this 
te | ſtep, I own appears to me alarming ; it caſts a kind of ſuſpicion all 
292. - over the country, and which, in my opinion, will operate as a check 
wt upon the otherwiſe rifing ſpirit. of the people. Gentlemen will 
N eaſily underſtand what J allude to; bu: Miniſters will excuſe me z Y 
gore they cannot have any ſupport from me upon this ſubject - I mean 
112 the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas- Corpus Act. On a former occafion 1 
9270 oppoſed that ſufpenſicn ; and now there is leſs evidence to ſupport 
* the neceſſity of it than then. If called upon to aifent to that ſuf- 
vo penſion, then muſt al OW me to pauſe ; for it is much too difficult 
55 for me to affent to ſuch a meaſure without much better evidenee 
Ns than [ have yer ſeen. 
Te Another point is one of great importance, but on which I ſhall - 
71 utter only a fihgle ſentence: it is the ſtate of Ireland. I mean on 
oe, ſome future day to bring forward a diſeuſſion of that ſubject. I only 
9 mention it now, for the ſake of obſerving, that that part of the 
11 Britiſh empire, which was once one of the finews of its ſtreng'h, is 
r now, alas! become a part of its weakneſs. The cauſe of that un- 
ef happy change I do not now pretend to explain; but let not Gover- - 
in nors ever fatter themſelves that they ever at any time, under any 
i. circumſtances, loſe the affections of the hearts of the people without 
wn ſome miſrule on their parts. Upon that ſubje& I do not pretend 


to ſay any thing deciſive now; but I have thus introduced it, for 
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{the ein eee —_—_ to o ee bercafer 8 ics 
den nnn nod bed doider e noi. 1 
10 dn, Chendellor MITT. ſaid, be fot COPE Citisfaction at the 1 
eloquent; digniſied, and impreſſive ſpeeeh which had fallen from the 
+ honourable geatleman — a ſpeceh which appeared to come from a 
Heart animated with a true Engliſh ſpirit, and which he was ſure x 
would meet with approbation in every quarter of the kingdom; after 
ſuch a ſpeech, he could not bring himſelf to dwell: long apon thoſe i 

, parts of the honourable gentleman's ſpeech in which he had the mit. Bi 


fortune not to concur with the honourable gentleman? But at the 


fame time that he abſtained from commenting upon theſe parts of 2 ö 
this ſpeech, he begged leave to ſay, that he only did ſo becauſe he ls 
thought unanimity, at ſuch a moment as the preſent, moſt valuable, 
and moſt beneficial, to the country. Inſicad of ſelecting paſſages 


from the honourable gentleman's ſpeech to which he could not give 


his aſſent, he wiſhed rather to expreſs his ſincere ſatisfaction at the 
change which appeared to have taken place in the ſentiments of that 
honourable gentleman, from whatever caute that change had ariſen. ® 


He felt himſelf at this moment much more inclined” to expreſs his 
ſatisfaction at the determination which the honourable gentleman 


bad ſo eloquently and fo ſpiritedly expreſſed, of reſiſting the arms of | 1 


France, than to enter into any diſcuſſion with him. He did not 
mean to follow the honourable gentleman through the various topics 


which he had touched upon, in a ſpeech which did equal honour to 


his patriotiſm, his ſpirit, and his diſintereſtedneſs: the latter quality 


ihe was nat-inclined to deny to the honourable gentleman, becauſe he 


had, in the courſe of his ſpeech, very candidly admitted, that if, on 
the one hand, he was not. diſpoſed to give his general ſupport to 
Admi niftration, ſo on the other no attempt had been made by Mi- 
niſters to court that ſupport. It appeared, therefore, from the ho- 
gurable gentleman's own ſtatement, that if he felt no diſpoſition to 
Joi Miniſters, that Miniſters were as little inclined to tempt him. 
Gratified. as he was with the deelaration which the Houſe had juſt 
made, and willing as he was to receive with pleaſure thoſe warm 
effuſions of that Britiſh ſpirit by which he was actuated, ſtill he muſt 
beg leave to retain, and more than retain, theſe opinions which be 
had ſo often expreſſed, and to which the Houſe acceded. ' The con- 
duct of France, and thoſe circumftances which led the honourable 
gentleman at this eriſis to offer his ſupport to Government, ſo far 
from being new to him (Mr. Pitt), or to the country, were 
thing more than that Which muſt naturally have been expected 
rom. that ſyſtem which: the French had maniſfeſted from the very 
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ealieſt pati ads of the. Revolution, and which then met with the aps 
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XX probation of that honourable gentleman. | Their conduct, in every 
1 inſtance, had verified the predictions which had been made by the 
EF viſeft and moſt experienced politicians, and proved the wiſdom of 


: = | that ſyſtem of reſiſtance which happily for this country had been 
adopted in oppoſition to that honourable gentleman's advice. If 
that ſyſtem had not been adopted at that period when the zeal and 
animation of the people, though great, were not ſo great as they are 
2B | now, the honourable gentleman would have been left without any 


means of exercifing that Leal which he had now profeſſed, and he 


"28 F would no longer have this Houſe as a theatre in which to diſplay his 
abilities. He hoped he ſhould not be conſidered as depreeiating 
1 from the effect of that zeal which the honourable gentleman had ſo 
4 IF | honourably to himſelf manifeſted ; but he begged leave to ſay, that 
"MF though by the acceſſion of the hovogeable! gentleman they might gain 
as much as could be gained by the talents of an individual, though 
x they might gain all the ſupport that could be given by the warmeſt 
1 heart, animated by the pureſt ſincerity, ftill he hoped the honourable 

. EXE gentleman would not confider him as 'uncivil, if he ſaid, that even 
ſuch arr acceſſion could add but little to the ſpirit and unanimity which 

n E the nation had previouſly manifeſted. The nation long before the 
"E honourable gentleman, had diſplayed the utmoſt unanimity 3 they 


A | knew they were contending for the preſervation of their libertics, 
their laws, and every thing which could be valuable to man in ci- 


1 vilized ſociety. In maintaining this arduous eonflict, they would 
errtainly be happy of the aſſiſtance of the honourable gentleman'; 
but they would have been fully able to maintain the conteſt, even if 
dhey had not had the benefit of ſuch aſſiſtance. Let us (continued 
Mir. Pitt) give the honourable gentleman our thanks for the ſupport 


which he promiſes; —let us give him every degree of praiſe for the 
ſpirit which he has diſplayed; but let us not be guilty of that injuſtice 
to the reſt of the nation, as to ſuppoſe that the country was not fully 

as ſecure before the honourable gentleman's declaration, as it is now. 
There were two points in the ſpeech of the honourable gentleman, 

to which he could not avoid calling the attention of the Howſe for 
a few minutes: the honourable gentleman had made ſome allufions 
upon the preſent ſituation of Ireland, and had given notice of his 
intention of making a' motion relative to that country. What the 
nature of that motion would be, he could not foreſee : but he would 
venture to aſſert, that if Ireland formed part of the weakneſs of this 
country, inſtead of its ſtrength, as tha honourable gentleman had 
ſtatec, it was only becauſe many thiſpuided' people in that * | 
had inibibew thoſe very principles, the deſtructive carſequences 


3 os iy Had ee upon With much 
o. VI. 
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eloquence, and which he would not weaken by attempting to enforce. 
It was becauſe thoſe princi iples had made a greater impreſſion in that 
| country than they had in this ; it-was becauſe the arts of deception 
and miſrepreſentation had been more ſucceſsful there than they had 
been here. Wiſhing as he did, and no man more ſincerely wiſhed 
it, to'ſce a ſyſtem of conciliation with Ireland, whenever ſuch a 
ſyſtem was praQicable, he would tell that honourable gentleman, 
that much as he wiſhed for peace with Ireland, ſuch an event, he 
did not mean peace with that party which had adopted the princi- 
ples and ſupported the cauſe of France, —ſuch a conciliation was 
impoſſible ; it would reſemble nothing but a diſgraceful capitula- 
tion, a capitulation like that which the honourable gentleman had 
ſo eloquently and fo forcibly - reprobated, with a French army in 
England: it would be a capitulation with an army of France, ar- 
rayed under the ſtandard of Jacobiniſm, in the heart of Ireland. 
He moſt perfectly agreed with the honourable gentleman in abhor- 
ring the idea of treating for peace with a French army on Engliſh 
territory He could conceive no danger, however great, which 
could juſtify a nation of freemen in making a diſgraceful peace, or 
rather a diſgraceful capitulation with an inveterate enemy ; and if 
the unanimous feeling of every man who had an Engliſn heart in 
His boſom, had not already made it law, he hoped there was not a 
man who heard him who would heſitate for a moment to declare it 
treaſon, to treat for peace, white a ſingle French regiment remained 
on Engliſh territory. He begged to apply the fame ſentiments and 
feelings torTreland : and if he made out the caſe which he had 
ſtated, he hoped the honourable gentleman would give him the be- 
-nefit of thefe principles which he had fo eloquently enforced when 
applying to France. The other part of the honourable gentleman's 
ſpeech, upon which he wiſhed to ſay a few words, was that in which 
he commented upon the affertion in the meſſage relative to the ex- 
ence of conſpiracies i in this country. The honourable gentleman 
Had very fairly admitted, that much might be known to Govern- 
mefit which were not known to him : the honourable gentleman 
was perfectly correct in this ſtatement ; but he thought that enough 
- was already known to the country at dan to juſtify that aſſertion. 
and any meaſure which the wiſdom of Parliament might think it 
neceſſary to adopt. He was afraid it was a circumſtance-too- noto- 
-rioas that there Was a body of men in this country; but 100 confider- 
able for: har numbers and- aQvity, who were willing to go the 
moſt daring ad atrocious; lengths, in concert with the enemies of 
che country, for the: purpoſe of eſtabliſhing in this gountry a new te- 
publican ſyitem, wes, the: ; auſpices of aforcign power, and by Ws 
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means of a foreign force ; of the truth of this affertion, they had 


abundant proofs to juſtify Parliament in adopting precautionary mea- 
ſures. If they looked to the proceedings of the French, they would 


1 find that there was no ſpeech made, no proclamation iſſued, to in- 


duce their reluctant armies to embark in a dangerous expedition 
againſt England; no temptation held out to forward the equipment of 
their ſcanty marine, in which they did not deſcribe, in the ſtrongeſt 


& 3 © terms, and. with the utmoſt confidence, the hopes they had of co- 
oeperation from traitors in this country. When they knew that the 


avowed intention of the enemy was to invade this country ;. when 
thew knew: that the enemy built their moſt ſanguine hopes of ſucceſs 
from the aſſiſtance of diſaffected men in this country,; and when 
they-conſidered, that in former times Parliaments conſidered them- 
ſelves as bound, upon receiving information from the Crown of the 
exiſtence of conſpiracies, to, take meaſures for ſtrengthening the hands 
of the Executive Government; when they refſected upon all theſe 
circumſtances, they would be wanting to themſelves, they would be- 


vo tray their own happineſs, if they did not take the moſt efficacious 
meaſures for their own ſecurity. The honourable gentleman. bad 


alluded + to a rumour of ſaſpending the Habeas Corpus he defired 
to avow his intention of propoſing that meaſure, and he truſted the 
Houſe would give effect to it as a law before they parted that night. 
He was ſure his right honourable! friend would have before now 
made a motion to that effect, if he had not been informed that there 
was an intention, in another place, of originating a meaſute of that 
kind. So ſtrongly did he feel the neceſſity of ſuch a meaſure, that 
if he did not propoſe it now, it was only in the hopes that but very 
few minutes would elaſpe before a bill to that effect would be 
brought to them from another place. He would nat detain the 
Houſe any longer, as there exiſted no difference of opinion. He 
hoped he had ſhewn, that he was willing to receive t the - ſupport of 
the honourable gentleman with the utmoſt pleaſyre, and had given 
him every credit for the ſincerity of his intentions; and that.at the 
ſame time he had, in a fair, manly, and ingenuous manner, noticed 
theſe points in which he unfortunately: found himſelf bound to differ 
from that honourable gentleman. 

The SPEAKER then put the queſtion upon the addr, which 
was: agreed to nem. con. 

A meſſage from the Lords was ih received, ce That! heir 
Lorägupe do xequire this Houſe to continue fitting ſome time 
longer,” T's unieh the Houſe having agreed, a meſſage was re- 
rae aan purport e n S013, - 
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1 Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL, brqugbt in u bill, which was Wl 
. read a. firſt. time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday oſit 
Wil next, to prevent the tranſmitting of money or other effects, or the hte 
. few debts. due to any perfon or perſons. reſiding; in Switzer- 
| OO. to any perſon refiding/in; or holding any ſitnatiun under the ce: 
Government, or perſon or perſons , holding (ok eee in tie 
i Another 1 was received from. their Levine, 8 1 
ec That they had agreed to a bill for. ſuſpending, for: A time Invited, ou 
the operation of the Habeas- Corpus Act.“ ni 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved that it, be read. 4 bet time. io 
Mr. SHERIDAN expreſſed his. entire diſapprobation of the bill, pes 
and his wiſh, that it had not been urged, with ſuch. violent rapidity as 
marked. its motion through the other Houſe, and which he antici- a 
pated vould alſo become its career throngh this Houſe: The laſt . 
| Ereat and beſt privilege Was trial by Jury: any efforts of any Ad- 
i | "miniſtration. that checked | its. attributes, or diminifhed-its virtues, 1 0 eV 
|} was a qeath- blow to the "vitality of conſtitutional liberty. This 
Was 2 privilege which, of all others, he was moſt tenacious. af, and 18 
which, of all others, was moſt valuable to the political eminence of 
Engliſhmen, He could not then permit the bill now propoſed to 
paſs through the Houle, without thus, in the moſt rigid, decided, 
and unqualified manner, giving it his moſt poſitive negative. - He 
could.ngt,. when he lent his warmeſt aid in approbation of every 
meaſure. to be adopted to reſiſt the common enemy, at the ſame 
time, and. the very fame inſtant, give his approbation of a meaſyre, 
there operation of which would retard, check, and damp that; vigour 
requilite | to. mect and confound that common enemy. To reſiſt with 
elfect the common enemy, there muſt be unanimity ; but the effect 
of this would be to ſow diſcord, to excite murmurs, and to feed dif- 
1 content. Mhen a meaſure similar to this, on à former oceaſion, 
1 Was introduced, he uſed. the ſame arguments, that he ſhould apply 
1 nom. He geſired to have evidenee before the Houſe of the ex- 
iſtende of txeaſon, and of traitorous conſpiracies, before he gave a 
Teady acquieſceyee to that which. in its operation inyolved fo many. 
: The meaſure introduced now required ſtill more-urgently the applj- 
cation of, the ſame arguments : he therefore again required evidence 
of. conſp ſpiring traitors, of treaſonable correſpondence, of ſeditious ſq- 
e until theſe were adduced, he would never give his conſent. 
toithe Mikey befor the Houſe. He; ſhould canfider bimſelf per- 
—— a lukewarm: duty to his conſcience-or to his country, if 
92 alt . 1 » to this effect; hut hę ſhould do g Vg: 
ed id not refit Evin every Rs God and 
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1 Fature gave him to enjoy. The right honourable gentleman bp- 
3 *** to him ſeemed to welcome his co-operation in the genetal 
acm of national welfare, and to infer from thenee, that he was to 
ſpect. his ſupport, thick and thin, of all his meaſures; but he took 
I 1 aſion to remark; that as, in the general principle of united oppo- 
tion to foreign invaſion, he entertained but one and the ſame with 
1 yith that right honourable gentleman and the reſt of his colleagues, - 
> et, in the ſpecific tranſaction of his Miniſterial conduct, he neber 
1 Vineided with him, and never would. This he deſired might be 
2 pniverſally underſtood. He took. occaſion to remark, that the pe- 
Fi od when this meaſure was before introduced, was when à ſet of 
A perſons: were ready to be put upon their trial; the ſame was płe- 
-þ piſely; the caſe now. But even at that period there was more àbun- 
Haut reaſon for the Houſe to adopt ſuch a meaſure than at the pre- 
ent; for at that time there was ſuch evidence for their guide us the 
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| x Secret Committees of the two Houſes of Parliament; but nor 


Ko even that pretext is not forthcoming, nor a ſhadow of proof offered, 
hat any kind of treafon exiſted that could warrant the adoption ef 
Jo violent a means to reſtrict the liberty of Engliſhmen. There 
as nothing good, nothing wiſe, nothing juſt or prudential in it, 
end nothing that could ſanction for it his fupport. The right he- 
vourable gentleman, then, failing to adduce any evidence to authe- 
Mriꝛe the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas- Corpus AR, either at the former 
period to which he alluded, or now, it remained for him to inquire, 
Wo whether: chere exiſted any proof, or any demonſtration, ſufficient do 


3 ſuperſede the neceflity of ſuſpending it at this time. He thought he 


could produce argument to ſuch an effect; and for that purpuſd he 
had only to ſubmit to the Houſe the very reaſoning uſed this day u 
that right honourable gentleman. He ſtated, i in very glowing lan- 
== guage, the prevalent ſpirit of oppoſition that reigned among the 
people of this country to French principles, their unanimity to reſiſt 
French arms, and the univerſality of both oppoſition and reſiſtunce in 
maintainipg againſt all invaders the inviolability of their Conſtitu- 
tion, their Liberty, and Laws.” He therefore confeſſed, when he 
heard ſuch aſſertions iſſue from that right honourable gentleman, he 
could not but conceive: and believe that ſuch a meaſure as that ſuh- 
mitted. to the Houſe was, if not nugatory, at leaſt unneveſſary. He 
d eſired to know, where was the neceſſity of oppreſſing à willing 
people? By the declarations of the right honourable gentleman 
himſelf, unanimity prevailed; one ſentiments one r ſoul, 
ſeemed to actuate the people, (and he believed it.) Then where 
| exiſts tho neceſſity of impoſing upon them a law; which; if not ops" 
preſſe, muſt — La For bis parti at he couid 
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obſerve to; proofs of its neceſſity, as he ebuld and no reaſon ifor l A 
utility, and until he on cither n it could have i in ner 10 
"lp negative. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT hing the: fernlinents he expre 


M | 
Ache to the unanimity that prevaĩiled in the country, and ſaid, 1 1 


ſignified moſt certainly the majority of the people; at the ſame tin 5 


1 


it ar no leſs to be underſtood by that general propoſition, but th 4 


there ere a very conſiderable number of other perſons who enter. 


-tained principles of a very different tendency. And when We 80 | 


the utmoſt credit to that majority for the purity of their intention, 1 


it would be eſſential injuſtice to them if we did nat, by the open, 2 


of this meaſure, convince them of our ſenſe of the diſtinion, ar 
give them that ſecurity they merit, by the-application of thoſe precz1. 
tions which-the criſis, and the afpe& of the times, demand. "Th: 


-honourable/gentleman muſt know, tha: at no period in the Hiſton J 
of this Country invaſion was ever ſo formidable, or the minds of o 


enemies ſo ripe for it. Their diſpoſitions on former oceaſions e = 4 
vendeavoured to conceal; but in theſe times they make it e pete a 1 
to ſſue a threat, and, hot upon the heel of menace, to perform their 0 z 


vows. and accompliſh their purpoſe; ſo that, to eonſider France in 


the external means ſhe now. adopts to promote her views, the eee. 8 
-Gty- of this bill will be more obvious than ever. Her menace is an 7 


aſſurance of her approach; but mark the eflential intent of ity and 


it will be found to eonfiſt in the procuring, as friends to her cauſe, il 
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+ attachment, and loyalty to themfelves, each other, and their country, 


, * 


1 


all thoſe individuals whom a miſtaken theory of her doQrines, with- | Y £ 
Hut the benefit of experiencing their power, enliſts as enthuſiaſts | in 
Her cauſe, and who, with paracidal fury, join with their bittereſt 1 | 


Foes in the ruin and diſhonour of their native country. Of this how 
any. melancholy proofs can be given throughout Europe at this 


| day Jo ſtem that torrent of deſtruction, and to prevent the bane- 1 


ſul conſequences that muſt inevitably purſue all that can or may 


have a tendency in this country to ſuch heavy calamities, was ard J 
is the only object of the meaſure propoſed. He wiſhed to know, 1 


whether there was any poſſibility that France would alter het con- 
duct? He believed no fuch probability exiſted. Until that took 
place, he ſhould. perſiſt in that uniformity of conduct towards her 
which he had hitherto purſued, and conſequently follow it up with 
the fame ſyſtem hitherto adopted in this eountty to counteraQt the 
intentions of their diſciples here. It was required by the-honour- 
able gentleman, « that proof ſhould be given of tho «exiſtence of 
diſaffection in this country before he gave his [conſe>t to this bill. 


His reply to that was, that n eduld be adduced than 
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1 lat of che manly, voluntary, and ſpontaneous ſupport given them by 
at honourable gentleman himſelf to the principle of the meſſage, 


. ; Faring the general aid againſt the common enemy. In this inſtance 
xpreſſc! e changed from all his _ ſentiments .concerning France, for 
aid, 105 3 re neceſſity compels him. So (though he fervently hoped he 


me tim 
but tha” 


o enter. 


Wight not find cauſe) at ſome future period - he may regret the refiſt= 
ce he gives to this meaſure now, and, when too late, at length, in 
$ ke manner, change his ſentiments alſo, and give it that ſupport he 
we gave] hies at this erifis:: and therefore, as in his original ſentiments, he 
rentions 1 ds himſelf deceived, ſo now, as experience ſets him right, and 
1 iin his condua at that moment he eſtabliſhes it in the degree, it 
4 7 ay alſo be fair to infer, that future experience will convinee bim of 
"Ts error now, and time reduce to conſiſteney the apparent incon- 
ey of that honourable gentleman's conduct this day. It was 
oe that a ſpirit of martial exertion animates the boſoms of the 
eat majority of the people, and it was alſo true that he had the 
1 Poſt fervent reliance on its proweſs and achievements ; but that 
old not poſſibly be a reaſon for not applying precautions where 
ccautions were alſo neceſſary: precautions applied to counteract 
e miſchief of domeſtic foes, was equal to arming all the reſt. 
Fance in 3 he honourable gentleman had wiſhed to poſtpone the ſuſpenſion of 
ee Habeas- Corpus Act; he defired to know, for what length of 
ine ſhould that procraſtination take place? Was it till the enemy - 
nded on our ſhores, or when elſe? If any given period called. 
r it, the preſent was that period, when the Directory threatened, 
hen they menaced us with invaſion ;, and if proofs were wanting 
in f the conſpiracies and treaſons, not merely lurking, but openly 
W vowed, let gentlemen only advert to every official proclamation, 
Wevery edict, every official publication iſſued by the Directory 
f France, and there they will find that one ſentiment breathes 


nis how Y 
at tl:is | 


e bane- WW brough them all, namely, “ the reception they will meet from their. 
r may rriends as ſoon as they accompliſh a landing.“ The French them- 
as and elves tell us this, and we are bound to believe them. We do not 


deſire legal and technical evidence, but we have what is more con- 
vineing — we have moral and demonſtrative documents of it in va- 
rious ſhapes. It is not either the duty or the intereſt of the Execu- 
tive Government to trifte with the people put here there is more 
han enough to bear out the preamble of the bill, which fimply 
frites the threats of a foreign foe, and the ſecret encouragement held 
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onour- dut to him by a eonfiderable number of domeſtic enemies. | This i is 

nce of all; and in this cireumſtance the. Executive Government's 71 
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Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he wiſhed to act on principle, and no: 
on.confidenee ; the Miniſter ſaid, he knew the exiſtence of a con- 
ſpiraey, and admitted that he (Mr. Sheridan) did not know it; how | i Th 
then could he vote for this meaſure otherwiſe than upon confidence? Y PF 8 
He was told indeed, that the French themſelves had publiſhed their 
intention of invading this country, and that they truſted to the aid 1 . 
of traitors. here; he did not think that much credit was due to that 
aſſertion; for the French themſelves had ſtated, that they would be 
Joined in this country by all the friends to Parliamentary Reform. 
Taking that as a ſpecimen, either of their judgement or veracity, 8 
there did not ſeem to him to be much reliance due to either. In- 
deed he thought the Chancellor of the Exchequer expected .tvv 
much, in expecting him to have no will of his own, after he had 
aſſented to the motion for the addreſs this day. He was moi = | 
clearly of opinion, that this country ought to be well prepared to 
meet the enemy—it ought alſo to convince the enemy it is pre. 

pared. That could be done only by raiſing the ſpirit of the Britiſh 

people, to ſnew their dignity. In his opinion, to deprive them of 
ſo material a bulwark as the Habeas-Corpus Act, was not the way 
to do either; for ſuch a meaſure would only ſpread diſcontent among 
themſelves, damp their ſpirits, and leſſen their dignity, in the view * 
of foreign nations. 4 

| Mr. Chancellor PIT T did not pretend to ſay that the honour- 
able gentleman who ſpoke laſt ought not to have a will of his own; 
no doubt he ought ; every body knew he had: all he meant to ſay 
was, that the principle which led him to ſupport the addreſs, ougit 8 
to lead him alſo to ſupport this meaſure, as a thihg neceſſarily con- 
nected with that addreſs. They differed upon that point, and each 
had a right equal to the other to expreſs his opinion. HY 

Mr. NICHOLLS thought this was not a meaſure adopted from 
confidence, it was adopted from principle; from the apprehenſion WWF 
of invaſion ;- and feeling it ſo, he thought it a * ineumbent on 1 
him not to give a ſilent vote upon it. © 

The queſtion was then put, That this bill be now read a firſt 
time. 

The Houſe divided : 4 

For the oben 183; Againſt it, 5. | 

It was then propoſed to fill the blank for continuing the ſuſpen- 
ſion till the firſt of February 1799 ; when ſome gentlemen inſiſted 
that. the firſt of November 1798 would be a period ſufficiently 
long; but the SPEAKER. interfered, by ſtating, that the only time 
to fill the blanks would be when the bill was in a Committee. 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT faid it might be adviſable to continue 
the bill after the preſent ſeſſion ; and to limit its duration to a 
W ſhorter period than that which was ſpecified, might poſſibly prevent 


ol ; ; the Members of that Houſe og wink erg. 5 NT Die 
the 274 | country in the manner t r wi 5 re yo 5 e 1 
1 b 4 oy nourable gentleman recommended them ry . ecauſe t 7 re 
uld be 2 be called up to their duty in that Houſe, for the mere purpoſe of re- 
ef 1 8 E newing the preſent bill. 

om. | 1 Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, that the. queſtion of the duration of 
_ the bill could only be diſcuſſed in the Committee; and that if the 
| q . 4 bill had originated in that Houſe, the part of it which reſpected the 
e toe e auration muſt have been in blank. 

he had 7 Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that no man would be more forward 
s most than himſelf to join in the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas-Corpus Act in 
red to 3 1 caſe of abſolute neceſſity; but as it was a very ſtrong meaſure, very 
. oy 8 Lane proof of its neceſſity ought to be adduced before it was 
Britiſh 1 err He ſaw no ſuch proof; he had heard much of the noto- 
dem of JH Priety of a conſpiracy exiſting againſt the Government of this 
AP; 4 EF country—he knew of no ſuch notoriety ; he could, not vote upon 
moe an affertion of ſuch notoriety ; and therefore he voted againſt this 
e view 4 meaſure. 


onour- 


| Mr. TIERNEY faid, he ſhould be extremely ſorry it went out 
WE to the public, that he had aſſented to any meaſure to abridge the 


el 1 liberty of the ſubject, on the words of the Miniſter. He did no 
= ſay ſuch thing. He voted upon much better evidence. The diſtine- 
ought tion between this and the former ſuſpenſion of the Habeas: Corpus 
y con- 
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Act was, that the preamble of the preſent bill was. founded upon 
the verdict of a Grand Jury. He hoped that the determination of 
that Jury would be found erroneous ; but it was impoſſible for, him 
to pronounce it fo until another Jury had paſſed their verdiQ upon 
the queſtion, It was upon a verdict of a Jury he founded his vote; 
and he ſhould have been ſorry it ſhould go abroad, that even in a 
moment of alarm, he had voted any thing againſt the liberty of the 
ſubject, without having been called upon to do ſo by his public 
duty. He conſidered the finding of the bill as his juſtification for 
the vote he had given, and he thought that no man ought to be 
aſhamed of giving a vote upon confidence in a verdict of a Jury of 
his country.” 

Mr. JOLLIFFE lamented that the brilliant and perſualive elo- 
quence,” the liberal and generous conduct of the honourable gentle- 
man hear him (Mr. Sheridan) ſhould be ſhaded with entiment of 
refiſkatice' to the general principle of a"meaſure he*himſelf : approved 


and re when he gave the Executive Government eredit for 
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their exertions againſt the common enemy, it was hard he would 
deny them ſupport againſt their domeſtic enemies, the enemies of 
the Conſtitution. Unanimity now was demanded by the very well- 
being of the nation and the empire; and whatever cenſure might 
hitherto devolve on Miniſters, it was now one common cauſe with 
them and the People, and ought to be ſupported : he truſted that 
would eventually prove the caſe. 

The bill was read a ſecond time, and then committed; . it 
was propoſed to fill the blank as before ſtated, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer contending in favour of the 1ſt of February 1799, and 
the gentlemen on the oppoſite fide of the Houſe inſiſting upon the 1 
of November next, or till ten days after the commencement of the 
next ſeſſion of Parliament. 


Mr. TIERNEY thought that the period of the receſs was quite » 


long enough for the ſuſpenſion to continue. If an invading enemy 
ſhould land, and the Members be ſcattered in different diſtrias, or 
violent convulſions or treaſons exiſted in London, and the Parliament 
ſhould even neceſſarily be held elſewhere, ſtill there was no rcaſon 
for continuing the ſuſpenſion longer than till that Parliament ſhould 
meet, let that meeting take place whenever it might. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT could foreſee no exigency of affairs that 
could carry away the Parliament from the capital ; if Members were , 
ſcattered over the country, they could as eaſily meet there as elſe- 
where; and if an enemy were to land, and even convulſions prevail 
in the capital, {till no reaſon appeared for removing the Parliament 
from it. He perſiſted in having it extended to the 1ft of Fe- 
bruary 1799. 

Mr. SHERIDAN thought the ſhorter period the b2'ter—and 
here he noticed the reaſon of an honourable gentleman (Mr. Tierney) 
for ſupporting this meaſure, namely, becauſe a Grand Jury had 
found a bill of indiament. Did that gentleman recollect that 
this was a reaſon founded on ex parte evidence. His reaſon, if he 
could offer any, would be ſomething better than that ; but if even he 
had the reaſon that was afforded on a former occaſion, viz. the evi- 
dence of two Secret Committees of the Houſes of Parliament, he 
would not think it now, as he did not think it then, a reaſon for 
ſupporting this bill. There was a ſtrong reaſon, however, urging 
him to oppoſe it. Every one had it in memory how many ſuffered 
by the ſuſpenſion that formerly occurred ; upwards of one hundred 
perſons were arreſted, and out of that number but four or five tried, 


and even they were acquitted, and the reſt, at the concluſion of a 


reaſons for oppoſing it now. 


year's impriſonment, diſcharged without trial. This was one of his 
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quite that, by the exiſting laws, they might have remained the ſame time 
1 in cuſtody without trial under a ſimilar charge, if that ſuſpenſion had 
never taken place. 


before November, probably not till Chriſtmas—moſt likely, how- 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he was not in the habit of inter- 
poſing between the two honourable gentlemen (Mr. Sheridan and 
Mr. Tierney), but he could not now avoid ſaying, that to reconcile 
10 their difference of opinion now, he differed with them both. He 
thought the evidence of two Committees of the Houſes of Parlia- 


ö = ment, who examined pre and con, and thereby eſtabliſhed and re- 
1 ported the exiſtence of treaſon, to be a good proof, and ſufficient to 
ſupport the ſufpention of the act on a former occaſion ; but that the 
ex parte evidence of a Grand Jury was not ſufficient proof whereon 
0 ſupport this bill. 


*X hundred perſons being confined ſo long as mentioned by the honour- 


With regard to the matter of upwards of an 
able gentleman, he could only ſay in reply, that an honourable and 
learned friend, upon whoſe authority he could rely, aſſured him, 
It was probable Parliament might not meet 


ever, in November; and he ſhould take care that the ſupply he 


mould raiſe would be ſufficient to anſwer all the neceſſities of the 
intermediate time. 
force of this bill till February 1799 was obvious. 


The ncceſſity, therefore, of continuing the 


TI !be queſtion being called for, the Houſe divided ; when there 

appeared, 

For the bill to continue in force till the firſt of February 1799, 113 
Ge aL 30h s is 


Majority - 99 
The blank was filled accordingly, the report brought uP, and ihe 
bill rcad a third time and paſſed. 


ä—— —— — —́wæP— — 


Lift of the Minority on the ſuſpenſion of the Hubeas: Cirpus At: 


R. B. Sheridan, 

Honourable Ed. Bouverie (Northampton), 
T. Thompſon, | 

Lord J. Ruſſell, 

Lord W. Ruflell, 


B. Hobhouſe, 6 
J. Green, Tellers. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, April 23. | 4 

The Duke of PORTLAND brought down a meſſage from » 4 
His Majeſty fimilar to that inſerted in the Proceedings of the Houſe 8 

of Commons of Tueſday, April 24th—for which an addreſs of fa 2 1 

thanks was moved and carried. : 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, April 23. 


On the motion of Mr. Chancellor PITT, the Houſe reſolved F 
into a Committee of Supply, Mr. HOBART in the chair. 1 
Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR moved, „That it is the opiu- 
nion of this Committee, that the ſum of 1,351,3911. 19s. 3d. be 1 ; 
granted to His Majeſty towards defraying the Extraordinaries cf N oF 
the Army from the 24th of December 1796, to the 24th of De- 
cember 1797, not yet provided for by Parliament.” _ 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, the particulars of the expenditure - | 
for laſt year were now before the Houſe. Gentlemen would there- 
fore obſerve, that the addition of the ſum now moved would make | 5 ; 
nearly what he ſtated as the probable amount of the Army Extraor- 8 
dinaries during the whole year : on that account, the preſent mo- E | 
tion could not be conſidered as propofing any novel or unexpected 
meaſure. | 1 
The motion was put and agreed to. 1 
Mr. PYBUS moved, “ That it is the opinion of this Committee, | 
that 10,000 ſeamen be employed for the ſervice of the year 1798, 
in addition to the 1 10, ooo already voted by Parliament.“ 4 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, there was a difference of 10, ooo 73 
between the number of ſeamen voted for this, and the number for 
the laſt year—the number for the year 1797 being 120,000, It x 
would alſo be recollected, that when the 110,000 were voted for 
the preſent year, it was then ſtated, that unleſs ſome very cxtraordi- 
nary exertions were found neceſſary, this number would be more 
than ſufficient for the ſervice of the navy. Gentlemen were, how- 
ever, aware, that the circumſtances which had happened fince were 
not ſuch as to admit of any diminution of the national force, parti- 
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A ularly that ſervice ſo eſſential to the ſafety and protection of the 
Fountry: on the contrary, he was convinced that every one would, 
1 a preſent moment, ſee the propriety of the increaſe propoſed. 


Fart the fame time he had the ſatisfaction of informing the Houſe, 


4 What there were already 6 or 7,000 ſeamen in actual ſervice, in ad- 
Pition to the 110,000 which Parliament had voted. 


'The preſent 


otion would, therefore, merely cover about 6,000 men already 


$ F Employed, and provide for the employ ment of about 4,000 more. 


e had the farther ſatisfaction of ſtating, that when the number 
ould be completed, every thing that the moſt anxions mind could 


bk wiſh, for the protection of the nation, would: be obtained, without 
eurtailing any ſervice that might be required in the moſt diſtant 
Eparts of the globe, or wherever the intereſt or the honour of the 
e might call for the exerciſe of its arms. 

— propoſe ſore meaſure for raiſing the number of ſeamen. 


He migh!', perhaps, 


wanted. He was not, indeed, yet convinced that there would be a 
Woo for any legiſlative meaſure on this ſubjeQ ; but, if there 
were, he truſted that, in the exiſting circumſtances of the country, 
no meaſure neceſſary for its defence would meet with an impreper 
eee however vigorous it might 5 

The motion was agreed to. 

It was then moved, 

That a ſum, not n ſe ven pounds per man per month, be 


| allowed for maintaining the ſaid ten thouſand men for thirteen 
1 months, including ordnance for ſea ſervice. 
| make 
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That a ſum, not exceeding one million three hundred and fifty- 
one thouſand three hundred and ninety-one pounds nineteen. ſhil- 
lings and three pence, be granted to His Majeſty, to defray the Ex- 
traordinary expences of the Army, incurred and paid by the Pay- 
maſter-general of His Majeſty's forces, from the 25th day of De- 
cember 1796 to the 24th of December 1797, both incluſive, and 
not Eg for by Parliament. 

That the ſum of two hundred thouſand pounds be granted to 
His Majeſty, to be iſſued and paid to the Governor and Company 
of the Bank of England, to be by them placed to the account of the 
Commiſſioners for the reduction of the national debt. 

That a ſum, not exceeding forty-nine thouſand nine hundred and 
ſeventy-eight pounds ſeven ſhillings and ſix pence, be granted to His 
Majeſty, for the payment of ſuch part of the principal, and intereſt 
thereupon, as ſhall become due on or before the 1 oth day of Octo- 
ber 1798, on all the orders made out purſuant to an act, of the 
thirteenth year of the reign of His preſent Majeſty, for granting re- 
lief to ſuch perſons as have ſuffered in their rights and OY 
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' compenſation to ſuch perfons as have ſuffered in their rights, in co 


. fiſting the ſaid Company in carrying on their trade. 


Houſe of Commons, and of printing bills, reports, and other papers, 3 


fifty pounds and eighteen ſhillings, be granted to His Majeſty, for! 


ordinary expences incurred for profecutions relating to the coin of 


formed there. 


30 PARLIAMENTARY [Common 


5 bo 
during the late unhappy diſſentions in America, and for makin 0 


ſequence of the ceſſion of the province of Eaſt Florida to the Kin "the 
of Spain. MF n 
'That a ſum, not exceeding thirteen thouſand pounds, be grantei St 
to His Majeſty, to be employed in repairing, maintaining, and ſup." 
porting, the Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa. 4 
That a ſum, not exceeding ten thouſand pounds, be granted % 
His Majeſty, to be advanced to the Governor and Company of Mel 
chants of England trading into the Levant ſeas, to be applied in al. 4 | 
1 


D 4 
2 5 3 * 
AY 8 


I hat a ſum, not exceeding three thouſand pounds, be granted to Mt 
His Majeſty, towards enabling the truſtees of the Britiſh Muſeum 88 
to carry on the execution of the truſts repoſed in them by 9 & 
liament. = 

That a ſum, not exceeding ſeven thouſand pounds, be granted oi N 
His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of printing the journals of the 1 * 
Houfe of Commons, of printing and delivering the votes of the % 


ext rn 


By 


which have been or ſhall be printed by order of the ſaid Houle, | 1 
for the year 1798. 
That a ſum, not exceeding thirteen thouſand two hundred and 3 


diſcharging the balance due on account of the expences of His Ma. 

jeſty's Mint for the year 1797. 8 
That a ſam, not exceeding two thouſand and twenty-four pound 

and nine pence, be granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the extra- 


© 4:35 
bs 


this Kingdom, in the year 1796. 

That a ſum, not exceeding two thouſand fix hundred pounds, be 8 
granted to His Majeſty, towards defraying the charge of the ſuper⸗ 1 
intendance of the Alien Act, for the year 1798. 7 

That a ſum, not exceeding fifteen thouſand pounds, be granted 
to His Majeſty, for the payment of ſums due to the ſeveral artificers 
for work done at Somerſet Place, under the Direction of Sir Wil- 1 
liam Chambers, and for repairs ae neceſſary to be per- 


That a ſum, not excecding ten thouſand and fottyurtired pounds 
fix ſhillings and four pence, be granted to His Majeſty, to make 
good the like ſum which has been iſſued by His Majeſty's orders, 
purſuant to \dddreffes of this riouſe, and which has not en n 
good by Parliament. 

That a lum, not exceeding Fan eight thouſand two bande 


14 % 
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4 d twenty-two pounds ſeven ſhilling and fi pence, be granted to 
„ In cor. his Majeity, to make good the like ſum, which has been iſſued at 
the Kin 9 e receipt of the Exchequer, out of His Majeſty' s civil liſt reve- 
9 7 bes, for His Majeſty's ſecret ſervice abroad, in the year ending the 
Srantes 0 E day of January 1798, over and above the ſum granted in the 
and ww t ſeſſion of Parliament for the ſaid ſervice, 
; 2 1 That a ſum, not exceeding twelve thouſand fix hundred ſeventy- 
anted x ven pounds twelve ſhilling and one penny, be granted to His Ma- 
of Mer. y, to make good the like ſum, which has been iſſued at the re- 
d in 2. ipt of the Exchequer, out of His Majeſty's civil liſt revenues, 
YN John Wilmot, Eſquire, the honourable Robert Banks Jenkinſon, 
anted u mmonly called Lord Hawkeſbury, Sir William Pepperrell, Ba- 
Huſeum 3 net, and Philip Metcalfe, Eſquire, Members of the Committee 
by Far. 1 a relief of the ſuffering clergy and laity of France, over and 
ove the ſum granted by parliament for that ſervice, for the 
anted to 3 tar 1797. 
s of the That a ſum, not exceeding one ia pounds, be granted 
of the His Majeſty, to make good the like ſum, which has been iflued 


papers, William Pollock, Eſquire, at the receipt of the Exchequer, out of 
Houfe, is Majeſty's civil lik revenues, for payment of expences ariſen 

5 om the execution of the proviſions of the executions of the Alien 
ed and , over and above the ſum granted by Parliament for the ſervice, 


7 4 dr the year 1797. 

That a ſum, not exceeding ſeventeen U and ſeventry - three 
LL ounds one ſhilling and five pence, be granted to His! Majeſty, to 
anke good the like ſum, which has been ifſued to William Chin- 
ery, Eſquire, at the receipt of the Exchequer, out of His Majeſty's 
Wi vil liſt revenues, to enable him to pay ſundry bills drawn from the 
a ettlement of New South Wales, which became due in the year 
797, being the exceſs of the ſum granted by Parliament for that 
ervice. 


That a ſum, not exceeding two hundred and eighty- two pounds 


* 
: 


Tranted eventeen ſhillings and fix pence, be granted to His Majeſty, to 
tificers if ake good the like ſum, which has been iſſued to William Chinnery, 
Wil. Eſquire, at the receipt of the Exchequer, out of His Majeſty's civil 
e per- 1 liſt revenues, to be by him paid to Samuel Reke, and to Meſſrs. 


Jackſon and Moſer, for expences in ventilating and warming the 
Houſe of Lords, and which has not been made good by Par- 


make liament. 
rders, That a 11 not exceeding two thouſand five hundred and Gates 
made two pounds ten ſhillings and fix pence, be granted to His Majeſty, 


to make good the like ſum, which has been iflued to John Thomas 
Groves, n at the receipt of the Exchequer, out of His Ma- 
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| Fahy 5 ER „ift revenues, for fitting up two houſes for the Speaker 9 

of the Houſe of Commons, and the Serjeant at Arms, and which 
las not teen made g60d by Parliament. Tt : W | 

. That a ſum, not exceeding two hundred and ſixty one pound \ 

. fffteen ſhillings and ſix pence, be granted to His Majeſty, to make 

good the like ſum, which has been ifſued to Henry Barlow, Ecquire, 

Vis Myefty's deputy clerk of the Crown in the Court of King's 

Bench, at the receipt of the Exchequer, out of His Majeſty's civil = 

liſt revenues, as a compenſation for his attendance in the Houſe of bk 3 

Peers during the trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, and which has 1 | 

not been made good by Parliament, = 

That a ſum, not exceeding five hundred and forty-Jeven 1 1 1 
and twelve ſhillings, be granted to His Majeſty, to make good the 

Hke ſam, which wi been iſſued to Robert Hudſon, Eſquire, at the 1 | 

receipt of the . out 1 His 17 s civil liſt revenues, as 7 g 
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to the minutes of Ne evidence taken on the trial of Warren 1 
Haſtings, Eſquire, by order of the Houſe of Lords, and which has 
not been made good by Parliament. . 
. Tbat a ſum, not exceeding two hundred and ſixty pounds fifteen 
|. Mites and fix pence, be granted to His Majeſty, to make good 
1 the like ſum, which has been ifſued to George Rofe, Eſquire, at 


— —ũ—ä 
- . 
—— — Ol ern een - — — 


| | the receipt of the Exchequer, out of His Majeſty's civil liſt reve- 4 
Wil - nues, for two years rent of the Parliament Office, and which has 
i not been made good by Parliament. | a 
= That a ſum, not exceeding four hundred and twenty-two pounds f 
and fixtcen't ſhillings, be granted to His Majeſty, to make good the 
like fum, which has been iſſued to ſundry perſons, at the receipt of | 
theExchequer, out of His Majeſiy's civil liſt revenues, for attend- Wl 
ance on various Committees of the Houſes of Lords and Com- 
mons, in the ſeſſion 1795-6, and which has not been made good Y 
by Parliament. 5 
That a ſum, not exceeding four hundred and ſeventy-two pounds 
and ſeventeen ſhillings, be granted to His Majeſty, to make good the 
like ſum, which has been iſſued to the aſſignees of Mr. Richard 
alley Bridgeman, late clerk to the Grocers Company, - at the 
| reccipt of the Exchequer, out of His Majeſty's civil lift revenues, 
for his allowance for making up, and publiſhing in The London 
Garette, - weekly returns of the average price of brown or Muſco - 
155 Fl ar, Purſuant to an act paſſed in the 32d year of his preſent .. 
s reign, for one year, t to the 18th day of June 1796, and 
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Tue Houſe was reſumed, and the report ordered to be received 


d-morrow. 
Mr. Chancellor PLTT e the order of the day for = 8. 


ond reading of the land- tax bill. 


* Mr. JOLLIFFE wiſhed the ſecond reading to be dddeped, at 
4 15 eh 1 aid he would move an amendment to that effect. | 
9 Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that having already troubled the 


Houſe with ſtating at confiderable length the general grounds on 
which he had been induced to bring forwind the preſent meaſure, 
ee would not now take up their time with any arguments upon its 
43 Principle, which he ſuppoſed might now be conſidered as ſufficiently 
iſcuſſed. He ſhould only fay, that, from every conſideration he 
3 had given the bill, and it had occupied a very conſiderable portion 
f his attention, he was more and more confirmed in the opinion, 
nat the general principle of the meaſure ws not only juſt and pro- 
4 Per, but that it was likely to be productive of much immediate ad- 
Va _— antage, as well as great final utility. His hopes and his confi- 
arrcen _ 
Pence had been greatly increaſed, becauſe every day gave him new 
1 0 eaſons to conſider them well founded. It was unneceffary to de- 
uin the Houſe by going over all the various topics which had been 


Par 4 3 urged before, but he begged leave to bring to their recollection, 
77 8 N hat the principal point at iſſue between him and thoſe who oppoſed 
ire, at 


jd his meafure was, ſuppoſing he did ſucceed in transferring ſuch a 
„ uantity of ſtock into another deſcription of property, whether it 
1 ould have a tendency to invigorate public credit, ' by raiſing the 
rice of the funds and reducing the national debt. They would: 
pounds 3 I plſo recollect, that when he firſt propoſed the meaſure, he ſtated 
od the i What its not being ſucceſsful in the firſt inſtance, was nd proof againſt 
expt of is ultimate advantage, though it was then rather uncandidly urged 
attend- i 3 by thoſe who oppoſed him that it was not likely to prove of any be- 
Com. 3 nefit to the public, fince the bare mention of the propofition on that 
> good Y day had not raiſed the price of the funds. He was happy, however, 
s have it in his power to aſſure the Houſe, that a conſiderable. ad- 
vantage to the public had already reſulted from the agitation of this' 
neaſure. It did happen, that, notwithſtanding a loan was con- 
emplated, and even in actual negociation, the funds were that day 
Whigher than they had been on any day fince he firſt had the honour 
ef making a propofition on this ſubject to the Houſe; but upon this 
circumſtance he ſet the leſs value, as it was not the ground upon 
Which he originally recommended the meaſure to the Houſe. That 
rn, they would recollect, was founded entirely upon 
x diſtant. benefit not upon an immediate one. On this ſubject, 


Povever, he had an faQ to fiate-to-the e: 
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' which, he believed; would convince wett that the preſent n- 


| cirion, they/ had concluded a bargain which was two per cent. 


che Legiſlature. © 
Ir. JOLLITF} FE roſe to deſtre a ſmall delay, to give their con- 


tete neyer Vis one propofel on Viel it was more proper to afford 


(Commons, 


tages of the meaſure were not unworthy of their confideration: He 


had that day been treating for a loan; arid he had the fatisfackion 5 
of affuring the Houſe, that the mored men entertained the higheſt 


qpinion of the advantages likely to refult from the propoſition for the 


fale of the land tax being carried into effect. He was proud to 


" flate, that with a competition with four contending parties, notwith- 


ſtanding the alarm which might be ſuppoſed to exift in confequence Þ | 


of the preſent ſituation of the country, be had that day made a bar- 
gain ( the particulars of which he would in two days hence ſtate to the 


Houſe) more advantageous to the public than any oni bie had made A 
"In times of the greateſt tranquillity. This was a teſtimony of be 
" ſober confidence of the country—of a firm and confident: reliance b 


on the credit and reſources of the nation; but if the terms 


prove the confidence which is placed in the good faith and ability of 3 


the country, it was alſo obvious that theſe terms depended upon a 
knowledge of the preſent meafure being in contemplation, and a 
epnvigion of its being beneficial. The Houſe might therefore be 


aſſured, that ſuch was the prevailing ſentiment upon this fubject; for 3 5 | 
the men who competed for the loan were not to be influenced by WW 
empty boaſts. The tegns they gave were the conſequence of know- | 3 


yg that a beneficial meaſure was in the contemplation of the Houſe, 
and their belief that it would be adopted. Impreſſed with this 


more favourable to the public than could have otherwife been ex- 
© pedied. It appeared, then, that on the very day vhen it was de- 
bated in that Houſe whether or no the meaſure was beneficial, the 
" "bare knowledge of its being in agitation had had the effect of ſecur- 
ins te the public an advantage of between æ and 500,000t. This 
© arofe from the juſt conclufion they had formed, that a propoſition 
"is evidently beneficial would receive the approbation and farution of 


tue an opportunity of conſidering the meaſure, He hoped the 
" Houſe would not procced a ſtep farther in the bufineſs until the 
bene of the community was known oh the ſubject. He conceived 
it to be the duty of the Houſe, not merely to take meaſures for the 
welfare of the public, but in all caſes of 4 importance to andeavont to 
learn and to reſpect their ſentiments on every 1 meafure. And ſurely 


* +i£ 


* then aft of delivering cher opinion than that before the 
Me. the right Gonourable mover woult fer- fat this 


wis nd leſs neceffa to Go 9 
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the meaſure itſelf, than to the preſervation of public .confidence in 
9 which, be ſhould recolle& was a point of more than uſual 
importance at a criſis like the preſent. He confidered the Miniſter 
at this moment to be the Queen Bee of the hive, He concluded 
| by moving as an amendment, that it be read this day fortnight. 
The honourable Mr. PLERREPOINT ſeconded the amend- 
7 5 ment. He was far from being ſatisfied that the meaſure would be 
1 | = general advantage to the country. He had heard a number-of 
= plauſible arguments in its ſupport ; he was told that it was merely 
a financial regulation, which would not do any harm, and was likely 
to do much good. For his part, he conſidered it to have no other 
purpoſe than to remove the objections that lay in the way of a new 
impoſition. If the preſent land tax were permitted to be ſold, the 
new land tax might alſo be ſo diſpoſed of: and thus ſucceſſive bur- 
dens might be laid on, until land would be at length hardly worth 
taking}... He. hoped gentlemen would be careful how. they haſtily 
adopted a meaſure which might ultimately annihilate a elaſs of 
men who had been ſo diſtinguiſhed for their loyalty and public zeal. 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T could not conceive that either the ho- 
nourable gentleman, or his conſtituents, ſtood ſo much in need of a 
longer delay to make up their minds on the merit of the pill, eſpe- 
. cially. when it was coptidered chat the public had been for ſeyeral 
months in poſſeſſion of its general outline. Gentlemen would, alſo 
recollect that it was three weeks fince he had firſt opened the ſybjeR 
in that Houſe ; and, with the expreſs view of giving | jme 15 its s full 
conſideration, he introduced it to their notice in the ape of reſolu- 
tions, containing almoſt every part of the bill, except what 33 
mere words of form. He was ſtill fo deſirous, however, that every 
| poſſible accommodation might be given to thoſe who. bad not yet 
come to a deciſion in their own minds on the expediency « ot the 
meaſure, that he would not object to a reaſonable delay between the 
ſecond reading and the commitment ; but he could not taccee to 2 
delay of the ſecond reading, as that would go to controvert the, prin- 
.  Ciple of the bill. He had carefully examined the. objeRians . which 
had been urged by men of acknowledged fagacity ahd, applicatiqn in 
matters of finance; but they had not been able to ſhake His. 
viction of its being attended with * the enn thas he could 
-; viſh far... 97 257 | de daalber 
oh Mr«JOLLIFEE explained... 1 8 * | : : 
. --+Lord SHEFFIELD, ſaid, he had already aj to YH prigei- | 
«pop Mil e ſo. ynjutt, fo partial, and in ef - 
ſpecd ſo bad, Are maſa Me earm ing it .intg ,cxeciGion, of een 
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than to the monied intereſt, and thoſe living in towns who are more 


be a far leſs evil. 


proved by themſelves, and from whence they derive credit and ho- 
- Nour, their families having been reſpectable there for ages, was very 


PARLIAMENTARY [Comncois.) ſh + 


advantage that. podibly, might be obtained, wil: reconcile-him 4 dre 
to it; but. on; full.,cxamiration, he was convinced that the mode ihe 
propoſed could not attaĩn the object, which he underſtood, was to 


raiſe the value of certain funds, or, in other words,. to eaſe that pro- „.. 


perty which is not taxed at all, at the expence of another kind of 
Property, viz. land and houſes, which were at preſent overwhelmcd Pet 
with taxes. He ſhould never ceaſe to remonſtrate againſt» fuch pet 
| conduct towards the landed intereſt. We ſhould recollect, that-it ¶ e 
s to them we ſhould look for the ſupport of the Conſtitutjon, rather he 


Changeable, and who could change and remove their property, and 
- Improve it in times of confuſion, to whom a change from one town i 
or city to another, even in a different country, would comparatively 5 
He did not mean to make any invidious diſtine- 
tions, but ſurely he might ſay, landed men were peculiarly inter- 
eſted in the country. The attachment men have to the land poſ- dee 
ſeſſions of their anceſtors, to houſes and to lands beautified and im- 


great, and, perhaps, a great ſhare of that which is denominated love 
for the country, was deri ved from our prejudices or attachment to 
our lands and places; but however it ariſes, he wiſhed to maintain 
it, and that neither neceſſity nor diſguft ſhould put an end to it. He 
| ſhould think a too frequent transfer of land no ſmall evil, or that it 
ſhould be conſidered as a mere equivalent for money, or an object 
for traffic. It would be the greatell misfortune, if the landed men 
ſhould be forced to. ſell or to quit the country for. a life of more 
limited, expenoe in towns. The landed intereſt have, and are 
making the greateſt exertions in every way poſſible, aſſiſting not only 
- with, their money, but with their perſons, in militia, and in civil 
 fityations, without any pecuniary advantage; and ſurely it would 
be highly impolitie at this moment to ſubje& them to the moſt 
galling and partial impoſition that was ever deviſed, and to put 
this heretofore annual tax on a worſe footing thagpany other, 
for all the. funds. being redeemable, they poſſibly mightbe-paid off, 
and the taxes reſerved for them might ceaſc.;. but the land tax, 
when. votęd perpetual, and fold, would for ever be a tax. They 
would not be human creatures, if it did not diſguſt, irritate, and re- 
volt them; and heavy would be the charge hereafter againſt a Mi- 
niſter who. ſhould, take advantage of the public, apprehenſion (let 
8 founded), to carry a meaſure, ſo contrary to 
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Fd more than a kind of icant (it deferyes 10 better Appellation) 
- ſometimes heat on ſuch oœcaſioris, from thoſe who Huld reafon 


y 4 i4 deter, that the menſure is very bad hut I ds noi like to object to be 


1 3 Government muſt have money. Ther muſt and hade 
1 money; but there are modes of getting it more cotut ita ind” 
"= better than thoſe propoſed. If ſuch reaſoning as is alludet! (> THotld © 
"0 become general, the principal uſe of an Houſe of Chmmor® would 
e done away, and any houſe or office might be ſufficient ts -ogifer 
S the. money requiſitions of Government. Such no tions. “ they 
Should prevail, would prove that we do not aiferinnule and are not 
f Vit to be truſted with the public money. We know from experi- 
4 ace, that when a meaſure, on examination, has proved faulty or 
Fi nexpedient, another much better may be ſubſtituted in its 5450 — 
and it is hardly poſſible to chuſe a worſe than that now before the 
ouſe. He was ſuppoſed by ſome gentlemen, little acquainted with 
ountry matters, to be inconſiſtent, when he ſtated chat 2/1 rang 
would be laid on the occupier, and that the parochial tax-s uti- 
mately fall on the land: taxes laid on the occupier during the gs 
| 2 oh ſence of a leaſe, certainly fall on him; but every body knows, that 
71 when a man offers to hire land, he inquires what are the parhahial 
1 and other taxes, and tythe, and offers a rent accordinglv. t knew 
1 it was eonſtantly the caſe, and that in a diſtrict round him, n conſe- 
"20 e of the great weight of the parochial taxes, the rent per aere 
vas from 7s. to 108. including good wheat and meadow land. 
However, nobody could doubt but it would be better if alf the taxes 
could be thrown on the produce, which certainly was not the caſe at 
9 preſent ; ; and it was alſo certain, that none of what'we call the land 
WS tax is thrown upon the produce or the conſumer. An honourable 
Baronet (Sir William Pulteney) had very ably ſtated the fallacious 
expectation that was held out by the bill now before the Houſe,” 
Wh which, as he had not heard refuted, he ſhould not repeat them; not 
had there been any ſatisfactory reply to what had been urged againſt 
W the! unconſtitutional change of an annual into a perpetual aK; 
nor was the ſubſtitution propoſed by any means ſatis factory. We 
could not dwell too long on the miſchief that muſt ariſe from taking 
ſuch a prodigious ſum as that propoſed, from agriculture, manufac- 
tures, commerce, and the neceffary tranſactions” of the people. 
Already thoſe ſums which heretofore were lent for tlie moſt uſcful. 
| and neceſſary: purpoſes in the country, and which" were the means of 
every improvement, now found their way too readily to the capital; 
and our manufacturers, farmers, and others; inſtead of eddltig 


Fong We the _— they could Tpare, ſeraped together every 
4 
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of quit- rent at that price, when he knew it was poſſible, at a-very (i 


8 they might have that ſecurity as fully and more agrecably by lend- 


. thing. It was very remarkable, that at a time of ſo much diſtreſs, 


1 
— d ſpequIate i In, funds; and ſurely it was the beſt lottery {- 
fangs pro for Tale they could. make more than 6 per 
cent. of, the money, with a proſpeR, in caſe the 3 per cents. ſhould MW 
rife only to Bo, of a profit of Gol. on every Lol. they now lay out; 
apd if that v as not ſufficient premium to maintain the funds, he did 
not know 3 any thing that Parliament could do to, aſſiſt them; but he yind 


a Thought all interference of the kind very improper, He had, how. WW 


ever, no expectation that the land tax would be purchaſed by any er 
means to the amount expected; but if only part ſhould be pur. Cat. 
chaſed, the country would be drained of money, and no benefit | m 
whatever derived from the meaſure. He was ſurpriſed to hear n 
people conſider it as a good bargain to buy the land tax at twenty vj 
years purchaſe, eſpecially at a time when it would be ſo advanta- WW to: 
geous, as he had juſt ſtated, to purchaſe in the funds. . At any time TI 
he ſhould not think it a good bargain to buy an unimproveable kind if 


few years purchaſe more, to acquire an improveable income, the 
value of which might increaſe one-half, perhaps double. He could the 
not ſuppoſe that the owners of land generally would or could pur. tak 
chaſe the land tax, and he thought that ſuch odd broken ſums would 

Not be an agreeable purchaſe to others. Even if ſome, through dif- : 
fidence in the funds, ſhould fancy there was more ſecurity in lands, 


ing t their money on mortgage. A good deal had been ſaid of the 
ce of land having kept up, notwithſtanding the war. He. un- 
erſtood that ſome few eſtates had ſold tolerably well under parti- 

r circumſtances, but it was contrary to reaſon to belicye that it 
(every did keep up its price. Nothing but extreme neceſſity 
uld induce any man to think of ſelling land at this time; and 
there certainly never was a time when it was ſo difficult to ſell any 
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inſtead of a meaſure ſo extraordinary and uncertain in its effect, we 
did not rather conſider the propriety of collecting this tax as the law 
directs, which ſays, that it ſhould be laid not only upon the land, 
Bat on perſonal property, wares, merchandize, ready money, and 
even book. debts. He did not know that it could be carried quite 
ſo far; but it was well worth the attention of Parliament to make 
the tax leſs partial and more productive. He concluded by. ſaying, 
that it was not wiſe to diſguſt, eſpecially at this time, any part 
2 * a 1 l he therefore hoped 
© on be leſs raſn 71 
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Mr. Secretary DUN DAs ſupported the bill, and expreſſed fora 
| 2 ö ape that gentlemien ſhould be calling for the delay of a bill, the 

5 | effence of which was printed and in their hands above a fortnight 
e, for the eſſence of it was to be found in the printed reſolutions. 


nd deliberately enough upon moſt topics which came before them, 
mould mix in the diſcuſſion of this matter a degree of heat which 
WE certainly did not belong to it; for if any meaſure ever required a 
13 caltn and temperate diſcuſſion, this was of that deſcription. People 
might differ in opinion upon the matter, but there was no reaſon 
WS why they ſhould be angry. He declared he could ſee no poſſible 
Y objection to the meaſure. The landholder was under no obligation 
: to redeem his land tax, and had therefore no ground for complaint. 
Tune meaſure, he thought, had a tendency to raife the funds, and, 
ind ir it had that effect, the landed gentlemen would receive their ſhare 


se de read a ſecond time; if any delay ſhould afterwards be 
Ws thought neceffary, there were ſeveral ſtages in which that might 
cake place. 

Mr. T. W. COKE ſaid, this calamitous war had much injured 
the value of land. Land in the county of Norfolk, before the 
war, ſold at thirty years purchaſe, now it was reduced to twenty- 
five years. Eſtates in the city of Norwich, which fold at Trey 
years purchaſe, would now not bring above ten years. Their 
nufactures were almoſt ruined. It was not difficult to fee that thi 
meaſure would be followed by a new land tax ; and that alſo mig 

be fold te make way for another impofition. Land in that Se 
of the county of Norfolk, were very much alarmed, and he took that 
opportunity of proclaiming it to the Houſe. EP 
Mr. BUXTON faid, this was unqueſtionably a great bes 10 * 
ind he thought the ſacrifice was this: in converting an annual (into a 
perpetual tax; but it was a ſacrifice which the landed intereſt ought 
to make. He was one of the conſtituents of the honourable gentle, 
man who'fpoke laſt; but he begged leave to differ in opinion from, 
him ; twenty-five years was not the average price « of land in Nor 
folk, though unqueſtionably it had fallen in value ſince the war, 
not long fince he fold a ſmall piece for twerity-nine years purchaſe, 
He'did not confider the fale of the larid tax as an adde burdens, 
and, perhaps, He would do right now to intimate, that in tlie 
mittee he ſhould propoſe a clauſe, Which had for its obſect to pro- 
hibit any additional. and tax, which did not . affo all other 
—_ CP 


thought it ſtrange alſo, that gentlemen, who could argue coolly 


of the benefit. He gave it as his opinion, that the bill ought now 
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Does hot this ſtrongly exemplify what may be expected after the | 
| N of this binn? An honourable gentleman oppoſite to me (Mr. 


themſelves maſters of the plan. True it is, Sir, that we have been 


| [Cormony/ 4 


Mr; HQBHO USE - gebe fact mentioned by the honour. 
ntJeman near me (Mr."Coke)'is of great ebnſegquenck. Tou 
erceive & , that, even the agitation of this ſubject Geeaftons 2 de- 

Lb; in the Vie of land to the amount of five years purchaſe. 


xton) ſeemed diſpoſed to controvert the ſtatement of the honour: 
able gentleman to whom I before alluded; but what has he offered 
which tends to contradi& it? He Bye, that he himſelf ſold 
u little Bit of and a month ago at a very high price. He allows | 
that it was a great accommodation for the purchaſer, and this may 
account for his making ſo good a bargain. Perhaps the land was WM 
fituated by the fide of ſome canal. Tt ſhould alſo be eonfaceed = 
that although a month ago there was ſome talk out of doors about 
the ſale of the preſent land tax, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had not then opened his plan, or even announced his deſigh. 4 

Now, Sir, for the motion before us, which requeſts no more than Me 
the” delay of a fortnight. The right honourable Secretary (Mr. 
Dundas) contends, that this buſinefs ought not to be poſtponed, be- 
cauſe ſufficient time has been already given for gefitlemen to make 
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almoſt three weeks in poſſeſſion of the printed reſolutions, but the 
bill was only delivered within theſe few hours. I admit that the 
bill contains the ſubſtance of the reſolutions, but it contains a great 
deal möte. The printed copy of the latter conſiſts of only ten 
pages, that of the former of more than thirty. The object of the 
motiom 18 to give! time for the conſideration of the many clauſes 
ded are entirely new; and what, Sir, can be more reaſonable? 
The night bondurable Secretary next proceeded to comment upon 
che heat waar. Which a noble Lord (Sheffield) had expreſſed his 
ſeariments.” Is it not wonderful, ſays he, that a matter of 'national 
policy, a mert regulation of finance, which ought to be diſcuſſed 
with temper and de liberation, ſhould have called forth ſo much: 
paſſion. To. me, Sir, it is not wonderful. Ought not fame allow- 
arice to be made for the warmth of the country gentlemen, when 
it is conſiderẽd how great an injury will be done to them by the 
adoption of this meaſure ?; But the right honourable : Secretary de- 
nics that they have any cauſe for diſcontent; berauße an option is 
given to them, whether they will redeem their land tax or not. 
But Jeb ide AK te tight honourable" gentleman, is it no idjury to 
them to have theft os tax, Which before) was artiuäalty gratited; 
and might. have been leſſened, rendered perpet tual, And if they ea 
net redeem i dbemlelees, offered for fale to «ps tturd 
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they not with good reaſon alarmed, when they lee U. brought 
into Parliament, which, ſhould it paſs into a law, eſtabliſhes a moſt 


hae: dangerous precedent ? A new land tax ſucceeds the ſale of the 
r hi preſent ; ; when the neceſſities of the State require the funds again to 
Mr. Wbe ſupported, that tax is, like the former, converted into a perpetuity 
nor- nd ſold; and the ſame line of conduct may be reiterated, until at 
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offered Wength Government has laid its hands upon the value of all the land 
f ſold in the kingdom. The meaſure now under diſcuſſion, Sir, is the 
Allow; eeginping of a great revolution in property. When the right ho- 
8 may 10urable Secretary declares himſelf at a loſs to conceive what can 
3 3 be advanced againſt che principle of this bill, let him eſtimate the 
dered, force of the reaſon I have now urged, and let him conſider, alſo, 
boi he conſtitutional Le to which no N reply has been 
hequer ven. 


The right honourable Secretary, in order to reconcile the country 


re than eentlemen to the bill, obſerves, that the proprietors of land have an 
/ (Mr. | intereſt in raiſing the funds. No doubt they have, Sir, in common 
d, be. with every other deſcription of men; and I muſt add in their be- 
make alf, that they are always ready to contribute their ſhare towards the 
e been ſupport of publio credit, or the advancement of the general good. 

tt ho Bot what they complain of is, that they bear the principal burdens 
ut the already, that they now pay more than their proportion, and yet 15 


em alone a. heavier "age is prepared. 


1 2 For my own part, Sir, I agree with the noble Lord who froks 
ef the early in the evening (Lord Sheffield). If it were proper that an 
elauſes additional poundage ſhould be laid upon the land (which, however, 
ble? I do not admit), let it be impoſed without interfering with the pre- 
t upon ſent tax. Suppoſe the landowners, by a rigid ſyſtem of economy; to 
4 his effect the redemption of the exiſting tax, the old account will ſoon 
Ane! be forgotten, the new one only will be remembered. The language 


(fled of the Miniſter will then be—You gentlemen of landed Property 
much Pa at preſent but a very trifle ; you ſurely can afford to contribute 
allow- a little more in ſupport of the exigencies of the State. 

Shen [ cannot conclude, Sir, without expreſſing a hope that, both on 
by the account of the importance of the ſubject and the very little time 


iry de- which this bill has been in our hands, the Houſe will accede to the 
tion is motion for ſo ſhort an interval of delay. 3 | 

br riot. Mr. I. P. BASTARD oppoſed the bill. a 

jury to Mr. HUSSEY diſapproved of the meaſure altogether, * beide, 


nt > he underſtood that the Chancellor of the Exchequer: had, ta a cer - 
* tain extent, pledged Parliament to its adoption. ad 0 fl Meine bin 


+; Mr. Chancellor PI T T ſaid, he had not pledged! Parliament 49+ 


adopt any meaſure, but _—_—_— his opinion that the wiſdom of 
Vol. VI. G 
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Parliament would induce them to paſs the bill on account of the ſo. 
lidity-of the arguments in its favour, and the futility: of. the/objec. 
tions which were made againſt it. With regard to the economifing 
ſyſtem of gentlemen who wiſhed to fell the foreſt lands, he had to 
obſerye, that in the manner firſt propoſed they would yield 
600,000l.; whereas by the arrangements now made by Govern. ln 


„ 


ment they would produce 400, oool. annually. NAV bros. RY | 
Mr. TIERNEY ſpoke againſt, and Mr. WILBERF ORCE 3 
in favour of the bill; after which the Houſe divided, when the 
numbers were, . 
For Mr. Jolliffe's amendment, 38 N 
Againſt it, 2 0 6 
Majority, = = ——1 _ 2 
The bill was then read a ſecond time. ; 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T propoſed that it ſhould be committed on 
Wedneſday ſe nnight. 5 
Mr. HUSSEY wiſhed to have it deferred till Friday; but after 
ſome obſervation the motion of Mr. Chancellor Pitt was carried. M 
Sir W. W. WYNNE conſidered the ſubject to be of ſuch im- u. 
portanee, that he moved for the Houſe to be called over on Woedneſ- | 
day ſe nnight, when the bill was to be conſidered. ſh 
Mr. BUXTON. obſerved, : that a call at the time neal of 
would be highly inconvenient to gentlemen on military duties. m 
Fr On the.queſtion being put, the motion was negati ved. w 
1 wy. > nch 18400 Of 
nl f 
Lifts, of the he, Ain en the ſecond reading of the Land: 5 « Rodent ef 
Aud oidon 2 0452114 254 tion Bull. j blut w 
G. Barclay, Bridport. T. Jones, Denbigh. A 
J. P. Baſtard; Debenthite. "1 0 RS Loves.” 
fo AAT ff, Lancamire. J: Langſton, Minehead. 1 
Hon. P. Bouverie, Northampton. | W. G. Langton, eh 2 
T. W. Coke, Norfolk. Sir W. Lemon, Cornwall. 


John Deniſon, Wotton Baſſett. F. Lloyd, Montgomeryſhire, 
F. Dickc hs, Northamptonſhire.” W. Lygon, Worceſterſhire. | 
. Egerton, Newcaftle- under- J. Martin, Tewkeſbury, . 
| lime. | Lord Milford, Pembrokeſhire. 
John Harriſon, Thetford. Sir W. Milner, Vork. 
Sir G. Heathcote, Lincolnſhire. | J. Nicholls, Tregony. 
B. Hobhouſe, Bletchingley. _| D. North, Banbury. 
H. Howard, Glouceſter, [L. Palk, Devonſhire. 
W. Huffey, New Sarum. W. Plumer, Hertfordſhire. 


- 


tl 


*. 


ApRIL/24. ] 


G. Porter, Stockbridge. © | ] Lord Sheffield, Briſtol: 1! 5 
Sir W. Pulteney, Shrewſbury, Sir G. Shuckburgh:Þvelyn, 
Pi. Raſhleigh, Fowey. Warwickſhire; mee. 
Sir M. W. Ridley, Newcaſtle. Sir J. Sinclair,” Petersfield. 

1 3 = George "Tierney, Southwark. 
Lord J. Ruſſell, Faviſtock. | R. Vyner, Lincolnſhire. 


| Lord W. Ruffell, Surry. 2 , an nr 
2 . 13” [2G et tins, | F930, "08 


; W. Jolliffe, Petersfield ; 
And the honqurable Evelyn Pierrepoint, Nottinghamſhire. | 


* 4 


. HOUSE OF LORDS. 


tted on 


ut after = - | is + Tueſday, April 24. 

ried. Tue Houſe twiing reſolved itſelf into a Committee upon Twiſ⸗ 
ich im- deton's divorce bill; Lord WALSINGHAM in the chair, 
Vedneſ- WR The Duke of NORFOLK adhered to his former opinion, that, 


ſhould there hereafter happen a claim through this family to the title 
of Sag and Sele, the «circumſtance of one child being mentioned, 


ropoſed 
8 might de ground for ſerious diſputes : he therefore moved, “ That 


11 1 
9 


other child.“ 


[4 So 145 


oY The LORD CHANCELLOR oppoſed it, upon the principle 
Leden that ſuch examination ſtanding upon the journals of che Houſe, 
would be the moſt likely to produce that which the noble — 
wiſhed to avoid. inf]; 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER very PR ſupported the ir 
nion of the noble Duke, and thought that the me ed of yo 
furthite: child made it neceſſary. 4g A 689 
a. The Houſe divided upon the Duke's motion, where ure 3p 
mlre. peared: Contents, 2; Non- contents, A. | wy; 
IOW Lord Walfingham gave the caſting vote againſt * Duke 5 mo- 
iS + £109 tion ; N meh Pe 40 went e the nen rr 
ceſhire. 3 . 
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witneſſes be called to the bar to ſubſtantiate the legitimacy of the 
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why the Committee ſhould be cautious how they eonfounded the 


leyalty and attachment to their antient Government; many of them 


che fitſt rant, character, and reſpecdabiliy in this country; had ſhewn 


Had hHitherto received from this country; for what would this be 


PARLEAMENTARY ſconmens. 
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FO re Hvſbteſoloed itſelf into a Ge on beep Alien Bil, 
Mr. HOBART in the chair. | 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR retnableed on hs dans pre. 
judices againft which gentlemen ought to guard on a ſubject of this 
nature. Thus there was a ſort of prevalent error concerning ever 
foreigner, that he muſt be a Frenchman, and "concerning (every 
Frenchman, that he muft be an Emigrant; thus it had been ſtated 
to that effect in the Houſe concerning a perſon apprehended; Who, it 
appeared, was neither a Frenchman nor an Emigrant, and, as it 
turned out, had not been guilty of any crime.” This was a reaſon 
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innocent with the guilty. There were other miſtaken opinions en- 
tertained, and, he feared, gaining ground in this country: thus ſome 
were apt to fee in Emigrants nothing but that of perſons coming into 
this country in diſtreſs; and ſimply in this view, it was furely no 
Tght' matter to expel perſons merely becauſe they were diſtreſſed, nor 
from mere ſufmiſes or fancied apprehenſions of danger.” Phe body 
of French Emigrants ought; in his opinion, to be eonſidered as con- 
fiſting of men, many of vhom had made great ſaerifiees for their 


tHe" reſpeclatzle repreſentatives of all chat remained of the clergy, no- 
bility, magiſſtucy, and proprietary of the land. They had a claim 
to be cofiſidered, not merely as ſuffering individuals, but alſo in their 
collective and repreſentative capacity, which made them of ſtill 

ter "confequence. ' He vas afraid there were many in this 

untty, who; in the days of the proſperity of ſuch perſons, would 
Have been ambitious to have been introduced to, and cordially re- 
'ecived by them, now forgot all this, and viewed theſe ſame indi- 
viduals merely as 2 in reduced eireumſtances. He was happy, 
however, to ſay, that this treatment and cold behaviour was not 
univerſal. To the honour of the fex he muſt remark; that ladies of 


their ſympathy and liberality towards thoſe of their own ſex, who 
inn France had ſeen better days. He thought the country bound 
not upon light grounds to withhold chat ac lum and aſſiſtance they 


-Joitng but t pt them in a worſe fituation than if they had never 
ideen taken ui er our protection? Thoſe who — the expul- 
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gon of the Emigrants, did fo from an apprehenſi ion of danger to this 
Country. For his part, he could bed in little kern denen of 
danger from this quarter, for of the Emigrants, about one half were 
91 W Prieſts, belides women and children; the remaining number was 
* inconſiderable. A common prbfadice Was entertained againſt them, 
m Bill, 2 | becauſe, they; preferred; France to this country, and their antient 
cConſtitution to our own : but this, in his opinion, was/noobjeRtion 
ir pre- 4 to them; It would, indeed, be extraordinary if the cafe; were other- 
of this wife, as well as unreaſonable to require of them to ſacrifice all their 
every aantient opinions and prejudices, or to expect that a Frenchman, for 
every the allowance of a ſhilling a day, would ſacrifice what he conſidered 
ſtated bis birth- right, for- a meſs of pottage. But though it was not to be 
xho, it ¶ expected of them that they ſhould prefer this country to their own, 
as it vet no inference; could. be deduced from this why they ſhould forfeit 
reaſon the confidence; liberality, and humanity of the Nation and Parlia- 
ed the 1 ment? We' certainly had a right to expect that they would not be- 
ms en- tray or ſell, the country which ſheltered them; that they ſhould not 
s ſome take part with; thoſe who, at/ preſent were our enemies, luppoing that 
ng into ey did not ca- operate with us. 
ely no © He would aſk, what inſtances could be vrodyned, during the long 
d, nor och of the - preſent; war, of theſe, Emigrants proving untrue, or 
e body betraying whatever truſt had been repoſed in them They had 
s con- been truſted upon ſome occaſions, neceſſarily, and pretty highly. 
r heit They: compoſed, a part of the army of the Duke of Y ork upon the 
them Continent. Had they proved betrayers of their truſtythen, or been 
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oy, 'no- WF defitient-in,their duty? Were the corps of Rohan, of Ea Chatre, 
claim of: Montelembert, &. falſe to their emplayers? In the army of 
n their the Prince: of Condé whole ranks were to be found, compoſed of 
of ftill perſons who had been loaded with honours, for ſerviges. done their 
in this qwn or other countries; the army of the Auſtrians had been ſaved 

would dy the exertions of this corps, who had many; of them gallandly 
My re- fallen whilſt defending their allies. After alluding to, the, unfortu- 
e indi- nate affair of Quiberon, which he conſidered, to have ſyffexed; by 
happy, ſurprize rather than, by treachery, he. proceeded. to notice a, queſtion 


vas not that. was ſometimes aſked, as alluding to the, Emigrants, namely, 
adies of were there not ſpies. in this country? He would, anfwer by ſaying, 
ſhewn there were juſt as many as the Directory of France choſe, to gmplay. 

x, "who Nor, if inſtances of this ſort ſhould be found amongſt. the Emi- 
bound i Srants, would it be any, matter of- ſurprige, There, Mer alſo 
ee they traitors in this country; but would ati be guitifiable, on. this arr aunt 
this be +©-proſeribe.a whale body of, men who had, beengaken vaderthe pra- 
never WF tion. of this country, and who; had not. abuſed the canfigence N- 
expul- Oy in them * een ain ciel | 
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danger from, a ſucceſsful landing of the enemy, they might not wiſh 
to fave their on lives by joining the enemy He would only ſay, 
this was a trial they had not been called to; but in ſimilar inſtanoes 
in other countries, they had ſhewn their mak; to-their: honour: to 
be equal, if not ſuperior, to that of their lives. Many of them 
had preferred the calls of duty and 4 honour to OP other con- 
ſideration. id sd bin 

If this bill were intended ads as a prevention to guard nine 
any machinations that might be formed to our prejudice by any of 
the Emigrants, he could not object to it; and he knew that it was 
the wiſh of thoſe Emigrants whom he had been ſpeaking of, that 
great diſtinctions ſhould be made, that the wheat ſhould/ be win< 
nowed from the chaff, and the Government of the country have the 
means of expelling unworthy. characters. A pernicious ſpirit ha 
gone abroad, which, as it would lead to palpable injuſtice towards the 
 Emigrants, ſhould be combated. Was it a reaſon, becauſe they had 
been driven from. every country of Europe where the French arms 
had gained influence, and on account of their hoſtility to the preſent 
French Government, that they ſhould alſo be driven from this 
country? Some worthleſs characters might be found amongꝑſt the 
Emigrants, as was the caſe in every community ; but this did not 
extend to the general body, in many of whom (he meant che French 
nobility) he could place all poſſible confidence! with regard to his 
on life; and what he did not value leſs, the ſafety and honour of 
his country. Nr. Windham inſiſted that the body of Emigrants 
were entitled to the protection and favour of this country. It would 
be ſetting a moſt dangerous example to hold up this to view, that” 
thoſe who had remained faithful to the conſtitution of their country, 
ſhould be . diſcarded and expelled ; nor did it become the wiſdom” 
and. prudence of that Houſe to give countenanee to the impreſſion,” 
that in caſe, of an invaſion, the French Emigrants would turn 
upon their benefactors. . Were this impreſſion to gain ground, 
1 50 endanger the Sh and lives of this unfortunate deſeription 
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Mr. TIERNEY ſocks des as follows . right honour- 
able Secretary, having thought proper, in the eourſe of his ſpeech, to 
allude to a declaration made by me a fem days ago, I muſt beg leave 
to. trouble, the / Houſe with à ſhort; explanation on that ſubjact. 
I muſt . ſhould have expeched, that when perſons entertain 
ing oppoſite. opigions to Miniſters cordially: joined them in a moment 
of danger for the defence of the country; that thoſe perſdns would be- 
candidly. dealt by; and juſtice donei to the. motiues -by/which) tber 
were acuated. Such would haye been am: 
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W of Miniſters, were they really more anxious for the Welfare of their 
country than for the preſervation of their places. The right ho- 
W nourable gentleman, however, in alluding to the ſupport which I 
WE have. given, has done me a kindnefs without intending i it: he hag 
W given me an opportunity of explaining myſelf upon a ſubject with 
WT regard to which I have been much miſrepreſented. I do regret that 
mere ſhould have been any miſconception to occaſion this miſrepre- 
centation; but I am far from regretting the vote I have given: I 
WE gave it honeſtly and conſcientiouſly. I will be judged by the Public 
sor my actions here; and when theſe actions are fairly repreſented, 
1 am ready ta ſtand or fall by that decifion. It was with an im- 
preſſion of this kind on my mind that I voted for the ſuſpenſion of 
the 'Habeas=Corpus AR. Under any other Adminiſtration than the 
We preſent, a meſſage from the Throne, afferting that there was treaſon 
ia the country, would certainly have been entitled to the fulleſt be- 
WT licf of the Houſe, and moſt men would have heſitated before they 
doubted the truth of it: but he muſt recollect that the fame thing 
was aſſerted once before, though, after a legal inveſtigation, no trea- 
ſon was found to exiſt. It appeared to me, that Adminiſtration 
vould be very cautions in doing ſo a ſeeond time, and I gave them 
my vote — not wiſhing, however, to ſtrengthen the preſent Admi- 
niſtration, but the Executive Government, at a time when I thought | 
it neceſſary it ſhould be ſtrengthened. It is true, I might have 
avoided voting at all upon that -oecafion ; but 1 really wiſhed i 
give my ſupport to Government when I thought my duty to my 
country required me to do ſo. I was only defirous to fee how . 
could do it with moſt comfort to myſelf. 1 muſt confeſs, P felt an 5 
anxiety to ſeek: for arguments to excuſe the giving of this f upport,,, 
rather than a ſolicitude to evade it. There does appear to be a 
confiderable difference between this caſe and the laſt, Here it did 
appear that a Grand Jury of the country thought there was' ground 
for ſuſpeRing there was in it a traitorous correſpondence ; and as 1 
thought that Adminiſtration had no influence over a Jury, I thooghe | 
I was called upon to vote upon the ſtrength of that verdict. I fing, 
however, that many perſons are diflatisfied with that opinion of 
| mine. I may have been wrong; but I am anxious to have it un- 
derſtood that J acted honeſtly and independently. I ſtill, however, 8 
think. there is a difference between the conduct of Miniſters and 
their adherents, and that of a body of gentlemen Who are Hot, as * 
coneeive, under * miniſterial influence. - This was my reaſon 
ſor voting as: I did. It may have been a weak Ait f) Rabeteen 
a ſooli ſn reaſon: but it was an honeſt dne. It is its oF b, at 
its ſoundneſs, that I am defirous of defending-.. 9 
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In conſequence, however, of the vote I have given, the right ho- 


nourable Secretary has thought proper to aſſert, that I am at laſt il 
ſatisfied there are traitors in this country.” Now I really think, that | 3 
of all the inhuman and cruel conduct I ever witneſſed, this of the 
right honourable gentleman was the moſt marked with inhumanity Wl 
and cruelty. It is peculiarly inhuman to one of the gentlemen now 
confined under a charge of high treaſon and to myſelf: I mean 1 
Mr. O. Connor. I have long lived in habits of friendſhip with 


that gentleman ; and I take this opportunity of avowing that I am 
ſtill his friend. I declare that I never met with a man of more 


intelligence, or more amiable manners, in the courſe of my life, 


In all the converſations I ever had with him, I found nothing in 
him that was not friendly to the Conſtitution of this country. Per- 
haps, by what I am now ſaying, I may raiſe a cry againſt myſelf; 


but I do declare, that his political notions were always conſonant to | f 


my own; and until thoſe ſhall be proved to be traitorous, I have a 
right to ſuppoſe that Mr. O*Connor is innocent. I hope I ſhall 
always have reaſon to look back to the friendſhip which has ſubſiſted 
between Mr. O Connor and myſelf with pride; but, indeed, were 
he proved a traitor, I ſhould have reaſon to look back to it with re- 
gret and ſhame. Let not, then, the Secretary at War ſay, that 1 
am ſatisfied that gentleman is a traitor to his country. I am fur- 
prized he ſhould have fo mifunderftood the reaſon I gave for my 
vote the other night. All I faid was, that a body of gentlemen, 
upon their oath, had declared there were grounds for a ſuſpicion of 
ttaĩtorous proceedings. 

If the right honourable an in his overflowing kindneſs 
for the French, had had a little to ſpare for his own countrymen, he 
would not have made uſe of fo cruel an expreſſion. It would, per- 
haps, have been as well, that inſtead of pronouncing a panegyric on 
the old Government. of France, he had practiſed ſome of that hu- 
manity which the ſpirit of old Engliſh Laws and the Old Engliſh 
Conſtitution are calculated to inſpire. He has, however, broadly 
ſtated, that I am ſatisfied the perſon alluded to is a traitor. To this 
J can only reply, that nothing ſhort of the decifion of a Jury ſhall 


make me think him ſo. I am in the habit of reſpecting the verdict 


of a Jury; and though I ſhould have reafon to regret my friend- 
ſhip, I will bow to their opinion. If there be a man, however, 
whom I cannot think a traitor, it is Mr. Arthur O*Connor. Should 


. he be acquitted, it will be one of the happieſt moments of my life, 


and T ſhall renew our acquaintance with the greateſt ſatisfaction and 
pleafure=though, perhaps, the right honourable gentleman would 


_ lien conſider him as nothing more than an acquitted- felon. mee 
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than that of voting on the ſuſpenſjon' of the Habeas, Corpus Act. 
Nothing but the conſideration” that it was really a duty could have 
enabled me to execute it; and I leave it to the Committee to judge, 
whether it be manly conduct for a Miniſter to purſue, to make that a 
taunt and repreach to me which was meant as a ſupport to Govern- 
ment in the hour of danger? I muſt, however, deprecate that any 


1 5 man ſhould for a moment believe, that I ever ſo far forgot the mild 
3 genius of the Britiſh Conſtitution, and the duty I owe. to ſociety, or 


that. I ſhould be ſo callous to the feelings of private friendſhip, as to 
admit a particular friend under confinement to be a traitor before he 


. With: reſpe& to the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas-Corpus AQ, 1 maſk 
a, that hen I voted for that meaſure, I did truſt that it would be 
executed mildly. There was one caſe, however, connected with 
that ſuſpenſion, Which certainly ſhould. be inquired into at a proper 
time. It appears to me to be one of the moſt unjuſt and unfeeling 
acts chat any Government ever was guilty of; and it.certainly would 
appear in the ſame light to every other perſon, unleſs an inveſtiga- 
tion ſhould prove it to have been indiſpenſably neceſſary. I allude to 
Mr, Roger O'Connor, the brother of Mr. Authur O'Connor, who 


ner. AThank 
God! we have no ſuch Judges in England - none who would la- 


ment that a fellow - ereature had not been convicted. We haye no 
Judge in chis country capable of uttering ſo Gvare, a;fentiments 
When this unfortunate gentleman, nenen was par JA 
haſtened eagerly to ſee his brother 10 10 

[Here Mr. Tierney was called to order]. ;; x11 doide viinet 

I own I am not ſpeaking ſtrictly to the * now before the 
Committes,; but what I ſay. grows out of what was ſaid by the. Ses 
eretary at War. The error, if there be any, was allowing me to go 
into the explanation; it would be rather unjuſt to flop; me now. 
This gentleman, came here from Itcland.;; and, inſtead of coming 
by ſtealth, he wrote a letter to the Duke of Portland, ſtating his int 
tentions, and requeſting permiſſion to ſes his brathen 3 he Vas taken 
up, although he had juſt been acquitted. 1 od v6 
da Mx. Chancellor PLT II ſaig I. eall to order. Leid gat Het 
toner, although, by. the ho 
might hays dep fo mich rar fin, beau be ſeemed M2 be gun 
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TLaſſure the Hooſo: I never had a more painful duty to perform 


had been tonfined for ſeven months in Cork, and, when brooght. to 
We trial, not one witneſs of any kind whatever was duces 4paipſt him. 
lf the account in the newſpapers be right, and I have no otherſource 
of information, the learned Judge who preſided on that occaſion la- 
mented that no evidence was produced againſt the priſo 
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plaining for himſelf a part of his conduct upon a former occaſion, 
My reaſon for ſtopping him now is, that he is making a ſtatement | 
which is connected with a cauſe now pending in a Court of Juſtice, 
and which now ſtands for trial. In his proceeding thus, he muſi 
do one of two things; either he muſt make a falſe impreſſion upon 
the public, and prejudice the public mind againſt the proſecution — 
or compel Miniſters to diſcloſe that which may make a falſe impreſſion, 
and create a prejudice againſt thoſe who are charged. It is therefore 
impoſſible to go on with this diſcuſſion with propriety. I will not } 
ſay one word on the caſe of the brother of Mr. O'Connor, except 
that what His Majeſty's Miniſters have done with regard to him 
was done on the ground of their public duty ; and they would have 
been falſe to their country, if they had aQed otherwiſe than they 
did. But there was one part of the ſpeech of the honourable gen- 
tleman which demands notice. He talks of a ſavage language be- 
ing held by a learned Judge in Ireland ; and this at a time when 
neither any Judge, nor any Juryman, can perform his duty in the 
adminiſtration of the law without imminent hazard of his life: he 
ſaid, it was ſavage in the Judge to ſay he lamented that no evidence 
was called for the proſecution. That is not a corre ſtatement. 
The ſtatement was this—* That it would have given him more 
ſatisfaction, if Mr. O'Connor had been pronounced innocent, on a 
full trial of the merits of the caſe, inſtead of there being no witneſs 
called,” What there was in this that deſerves to be called inhu- 
man, unfeeling, or inconſiſtent with the charaQter of a Judge, or of 
the rules of law, either of England or of Ireland, I do not know. 
I am ſure that honourable gentleman will, upon a little reflection, 
ſce the idpropriety of theſe harſh epithets againſt a grave character 
who is placed in an arduous ſituation to adminiſter juſtice.” 
Mr. TIERNEY. I will retra&t what 4 have ſaid againft the 
learned Judge, if the facts are as the Miniſter now ſtates them. 1 
know nothing of the caſe but what appears in the newſpapers. 
Whether the ſtatement be right or not, I know not ; but, if the 
Miniſter's ſtatement be correct, I will retract what I hw ſaid upon 
that ſubject. If my own be correct, I will not retract one word. 
This, however, is a ſubject which ought to be inquired into. I muſt 
ſay again, I thought it harſh to preclude a man from ſeeing his bro- 
ther under confinement. I do not aſk for any reaſon for that now ; 
but hereafter I ſhall do fo. | 
Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid the kiowabl, gentleman 
ſeemed inclined to have taken occaſion for ſtating what he had done, 
whether any opportunity had been afforded him or not. For his 
own part, er, he really had thought that he had not ſtated 
F 1 
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the Houſe, as he was ſummoned on his Jury. 
eſſion, 


Lord MALDEN ſaid, the number of Emigrants at preſent in 


refore the metropolis was computed at four thouſand nine hundred, of 
ill not 


$a \ ; Py o a 
aſion, any opinion upon the ſubject alluded to, either one way or the 
ement Wl other. 9 
uſtice, BW Mr. TIERNEY ſpoke in explanation. 
> muſt Mr. BURROW ſaid, if the converſation a to Mr. O' Con- 

= 
upon WE nor was perſevered in, he ſhould be under the n of leaving 


ow. 


2 which there were nine hundred in the Pariſh of St. James's, and he 
except WW thought prudence required that they ſhould be removed a certain 
o him £ diſtance from the capital. | 
1 have Mr. JONES ſaid, he had much to fay upon the ſubject, but the 
n they introduction of Mr. O'Connor's name had put it out of his head. 
e gen- 7 | When he firſt mentioned this ſubject, it was on the report of a 
ge be- b Frenchman being taken up who was poſſeſſed of a quantity of con- 
when X cealed arms, and this circumſtance awakened him to the danger. He 
in the WY diſputed Mr. Windham's propoſition, that the Emigrants were to 
© : he de confidered as the French nation, though he was ready to do juſ- 
dence ; tice to the regiment of La Chatre and others; yet when Mr. 
ement. WW Windham owned that even among his own French friends there 
more oy | might be ſome liable to treachery and corruption, it was plain that 
t, on a very few of them could be truſted. As to the Quiberon expedi- 
witneſs tion, the leſs that ſhould be ſaid of it, the better; it yet remained a 
inhu- Wl ſabje of inquiry; but no man was more diſpoſed to extol the he- 


, or of WW roic conduct of the unfortunate Sombreuil than he was. The loſs 
know. 5 of ſuch a man could not be too much lamented-—** extinius ama- 
ection, Litur idem.“ If Mr. Windham had thoſe ſuſpicions which he ſtated 
aracter of the Emigrants, why did he keep them? He (Mr. Jones) did not 

WF underſtand the French language, and therefore could not be ſuppoſed 


inſt the to converſe much with Frenchmen ; but till ſome of themſelves 
em. I; bad told there was danger in the number of their countrymen at 
papers. WW preſent in the kingdom. | Perceiving ſome Members laugh while 
if the he was ſpeaking, he ſaid], Gentlemen might laugh, but there was 
id upon no joke in it. If the Emigrants had not intrigued in Switzerland, 
word. there would have been no Revolution in that eountry. It was not 
J muſt a ſubje& to be treated with levity ; ; and the country would do well 
is bro- to avoid the ſituation of having, one of thoſe days, to ſay — 


Ejecios litore Egentes, 
cleman 0 To Excepi, et regni demens in parte lecavi.” 


1 done, After all, he did not mean a ſweeping meaſure to ſend away all the 
For his Emigrants, but -would recommend N to | ſeparate the 
t ſtated 1 from the bail 
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reaſon why it ſhould begin an act of Parliament. He thought it 


He. wiſhed; to know, what were the expreſſions objected to. Was 


52 PARLIAMENTARY [Comuans, 
Mr. JEFFERYS (of Coventry) ſaid, knowing a good deal of the 


ak and conduct of many of the French Emigrants, it was his 
intention to have advanced a few words in their favour ; but they 
had found ſo able an advocate in the right honourable Secretary at 
War, as to render any thing from him ſuperfluous. As he was not 
much in the habit of commending the meaſures of Adminiſtration, 
he truſted, when he did ſo, however his judgement might be called 
in queſtion, his ſincerity would not be doubted ; and he had no he- 
fitation in ſaying, that if the moſt ſanguine admirer of the preſent 
Miniſters was deſired to name a point of their conduct more enti- 
tled to praiſe than another, he would ſay it was for the humane and 
generous treatment they had given to the unfortunate French Emi- 
grants, and for their prudent care and precaution that the generoſity 
and humanity of the country ſhould be impoſed upon as little as poſ- 
fible to the detriment of the State. | 

Mr. ISAAC H. BROWNE differed with Mr. Jones; he 
thought that human nature, inſtead of inducing the Emigrants to 
Join their countrymen, from whom they had ſuffered fo much, 
would lead them the contrary way. 

Mr. SOLICITOR GE NERAL ſaid, he had teceived a variety 
of communications from Frenchmen themſelves upon the neceſſity 
of farther regulations with reſpect to the admiſſion of aliens into this 
country. At preſent the captains of ſhips were at liberty, on giving 
a liſt of their paſſengers, to land them in our ports, although they 
might be improper perſons, who might do miſchief before the laws 
could be put in force againſt them. To prevent, then, a number 
of men from being thus ; A upon the country, he ſaid it was his 

intention to introduce a clauſe, requiring that the captains and maſ- 
ters of veſſels ſhould have ſome paſſport, in the nature of a permit 
for goods, before they ſhould be entitled to land them. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE objected to the preamble of the bill; he 
thought it was unworthy the dignity of ſo magnanimous a nation as 
this, to uſe the bawling language of a petulant fiſhwoman. If. the 
aſſertion contained in the preamble were even true, ſtill he ſaw no 


would have been ſufficient to have obſerved that the protection af- 
forded to the French Emigrants had been much abuſed. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T thought it right to diſtinguiſh expreſsly 
bergen the Frenchmen. who would protect, and thoſe who were 
preparing to invade our country, religion, laws, and Conſtitution. 


it that the preamble ſtated protection to be afforded to F renchmen 
51 ine from 3 Oppreſſion and I yrangy.? Py and was | there any one 
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who would ſcruple to apply theſe terms to the reign of Roberſpierre, 
for inſtance ? 
priate language, there was an end of our independence; and he 
hoped never to ſee the day when, acting from worthy motives, we 


8 


ND Os 


country might employ it, as it does other things, as a pretext; 


DEBATES. 33 


If we could not venture to ſpeak of things in appro- 


held ourſelves unw orthy to avow them, 


Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, the man who on ſuch 


an occaſion would heſitate or be afraid to employ ſuch expreſſions as 


would bet deſcribe the perſecution from which the Emigrants fled, 
I hold ro be unworthy of the charaQer of an Engliſhman. Is there 


any thing uncrue in the language alluded to? Does not the French 
nation itlelf allow it ? 


And is there any perſon who will pretend 
It is impoſſible that it cculd give offence to France 
It may be, perhaps, that the preſent rulers of that 
but 


to deny it? 
as 4 natoin. 


it never can increaſe the national enmity. 
Mr. JOLLIFFE. - I know not what has given occaſion to the 
honourable gentleman to infinuate that I am a perſon unworthy of 


| the character of an Engliſhman, and if he does not immediately 


apologize or retract the expreſſion, he ſhall hear from me in ano- 
ther manner. I am no more afraid of the French than he or any 
other perſon, as I ſhall ſhew if ever the occaſion ſhall offer; but I 


© object to language which I think unworthy of the Legiſlature. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, the honourable gentleman was at 
liberty to affert his title to the character of an Engliſhman, but he 
had no occaſion to apply perſonally to himſelf what was only meant 


as a general propoſition. It was only the French that could take 
that title from him. 


Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, he meant no affront, 
nor was he W ene when mention was made of Bil- 
lingſgate. 

Mr. JOLLI FFE declared himſelf ſatisfied. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT propoſed, that as the Committee was 
ſatisfied with the general purport of the clauſes, he ſhould wiſh to 
have them added to the bill, the report made now pro forma, and 
ſome day appointed for conſidering it. 

After a few words from Mr. JONES and the SOLICITOR - 


GENER AL, the clauſes were added, and the report brought up. It 


was ordered to be taken into conſideration on Friday, and ſuch a 


number of copies of the bill as amended printed, as ſhould be ſuffi- 


cient for the Members of the Houſe: _ 
Macy Ln PITT delivered the following meſſage from His 
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be granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the N of the out pen- 
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Hit Majeſty recommends it to the Houſe of Commons, to conſider of 
en viabiog His Majefty to make remittances, from time to time, to be ap- 
plied to his ſervice in Ireland, in ſuch manner as ſhall be appraved by 
the Parliament of that kingdem, to an amount net exceeding two millions, 
on proviſion being made, by the Parliament of Ireland, for 64h aying th. 
intereſi und charge of a lean to that amount. 
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Which meſſage was referred to a Committee of Supply. 
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Vedneſday, April 25. 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply, 
the following reſolutions were moved, viz. 

That a ſum, not exceeding one hundred and ſixteen thouſand 
one hundred and ſixty ſeven pounds four ſhillings and three pence, 


fioners of Chelſca Hoſpital, for the vear 1798. 


* That a ſum, nat exceeding twenty-ſix thouſand five hundred and | 
forty-feven pounds ſeventeen ſhillings and fix-pence, be granted to ; 
His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of the in- penſioners of Chel- | 
fea Hoſpital, and of the expences of the ſaid Hoſpital, for the | 
year 1798. | 
That a ſum, not exceeding twelve thouſand nine hundred and 
fifty-four pounds fifteen ſhillings and three pence, be granted to His | 
Majeſty, for defraying the charge of penſions to be paid to the 
Fun of commiſſioned officers, for the year 1798. | | 
That a ſum, not exceeding four thouſand and five hundred | 


indi: be granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of the 
works and repairs of the military roads and bridges in North Bri- 
tain, for the year 1798. 

That a ſum, not exceeding one million three hundred wal fifteen 
thouſand ſeven hundred and cight pounds, begranted to His Majeſty, 
for defraying the charge of the embodied Supplementary Militia, in 
the year 1798, 

That a ſum, not coma; one hundred and thirty choufand 
pounds, be granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of the 
embodicd Proviſional Cavalry in Great Britain, in the year 1798. 

That a ſum, not exceeding three hundred and fifty thouſand 
pounds, be granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the charge « of the 
Yolurgert Corps i in Great Britain, for the year 1798. 
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That a ſum, not exceeding five hundred and twenty thouſand 
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ſider of ſeven hundred and ſeventeen pounds, be granted to His Majeſty, 
be ab. for defraying the charge of the expences incurred, or expecled to be 
ub by XN incurred, in the Barrack-maſter-general's department, in the year 
nillions, 8 1798. 
ing b That a ſum, not exceedirig two hk and twenty-ſix thouſand 
and cighty-three pounds eleven ſhillings and five pence, be granted to 
. is Majeſty, for defraying the charge of foreign corps in the ſervice 
* of Great Britain, for the year 1798. 
5 That a ſum, not excceding three millions two hundred thouſand 
pounds, be granted to His Majeſty, towards enabling His Majeſty to 
WT dcfray the extraordinary ſervices of the army for the year 1798. 
That a ſum, not excec eding two millions, be granted to His Ma- 
„ jeſty, to enable His Majeſty to make remittances, from time to 
- 2 WE time, to be applied to his ſervice in Ireland, in ſuch manner as ſhall 
1 J be approved by the Parliament of that kingdom, on proviſion being 
F made, by the ſaid Parliament, for defraying the intereſt and charges 
Ma: of a loan to that amount. 
1 8 That a ſum, not exceeding three hundred and ſixty pounds and 
A WP three pence, be granted to His Majeſty, being the exceſs beyond the 
> IK ſum granted in the laft ſeſſion of Parliament, towards defraying the 
4 Chet charge of printing the journals of the Houſe of Commons, of print- 
PA Fg ing and delivering the votes of the Houſe of Commons, and of print- 
ing bills, reports, and other papers, which have been or ſhall be * 
1 Þ N printed by order of the Houſe of Commons, for the year 1797. 
0 His : That a ſum, not exceeding three thouſand three hundred and 
5 thirty-eight pounds ſeventeen ſhillings and eight pence half pennys 
be granted to his Majeſty, being the exceſs beyond the ſum granted 
3 in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, towards defraying the expence of 
gy l maintaining, ard employing, convicts at home, for the 
. year 179 
th Bri- That a ſum, not exceeding eight hundred 3 and one Mil- 
1 ling, to be granted to His Majeſty, to make good the like ſum, 
iel which has been iſſued to Mr. Robert Jupp, and other architects, at 
. b | the receipt of the Exchequer, out of His Majeſty's civil lift reve- 
o wo age nues, for making a ſurvey, at Somerſet Place, and which. has not 
8 been made good by Parliament. Ya 
1 the That a ſum, not exceeding ninety-eight pounds and nineteen, 
3 ſhillings, be granted to His Majeſty, to make good the like ſum, 
ane Wann has been ifued to Mr. John Soane, architect, at the receipt 
a ef the Exchequer, out of His Majeſty's civil, liſt revenues, for de- 
meter hs raying the expences - of Journies to Wincheſter, to examine the; 


fate of the King's Houſe there, and for making cſlimates and draws, 
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General TARLETON faid, that this part of the cfiablithmen 
vonfiſted of a body of 15,000 men, a body more formidable to 
themſelves and to travellers on the highway, than to the enemy. 
When, therefore, ſo large a ſum of money was voted for their ſup- 
port, it behoved that Houfe to ſee that it was not to be voted fot 
imaginary, but for real and effential ſervices. Theft troops, in 
their preſent ſtate, he conceived, were in many reſpects totally defi- 
cient; they were undiſciplined, without officers, and ſo ill- appointed 
in every other reſpect, he could not conceive that mueh dependance 
ought to be placed upon them. He therefore thought that theſe 
objections ſhould be done away with all poſſible enpedition, and 
that they ſhould be immediately put upon a footing in which ney 
might be enabled to afford effectual ſupport, incaſe of neceſſity. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS had heard a great number of reports 
| with regard to the preſent ſtate of the Proviſional Cavalry, which he 
knew to be erroneous, though at the time they were firſt ſtated he 
Had not the means of poſitively contradicting them. He had, how- 
ever, ſince received reports from the Lords Lieutenants of the dif- 
ſerent counties, and he could aſſure the Houſe that they wete much 
deceived if they thought that the body of men alluded to were doſti- 
tute of diſcipline, or in ſuch an unformed ſtate as had been deicribed, 
N was certain, that many of theſe corps could not get officers: who 
had been regularly bred in the army. Many of them, however, 
were, on the recommendation of the Lords Lieutenants, furniſhed 
with officers who had ſeen military ſervice. This, indeed, was not 
generally the caſe, but it was ſo in a pretty conſiderable proportion; 
and gentlemen would ſurely allow that his information on this ſub- 
je was likely to be more correct and extenſive than any they might 
have picked up from hear- ſay reports or partial obſervation. What- 
ever their diſcipline might be, however, it was not worle than that 
of other corps, which now made a moſt reſpectable appearance, 
had been upon their firſt eſtabliſhment. The excellent diſcipline 
of the Militia would not be diſputed, though that body was not offi- 
eered with gentlemen who had ſerved in the army, but with country” 
gentlemen, who had always commanded them with great honour to 
themſelves and advantage to the cotmtry. The Proviſional Cavalry 
were in the fame fituation, and there was no doubt that their diſci⸗ 
pline would be ſpeedily improved. With regard tothe mode of 
training them propoſed by the honourable n kc 3 | 
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perhaps, take ſome merit to himſelf on that account, as the plan 
which he had ſuggeſted, and that which was in actual execution, 
was exactly the fame. It did happen that a confiderable deal of 

ins had been taken to place them near to regular regiments. It 
was alſo directed that the regular Cavalry ſhould be ordered to fur- 
niſh a certain number of non- commiſſioned officers, for the purpoſe 
of forwarding the diſcipline of the Proviſional Cavalry. From the 
arrangements that had been adopted, he had no doubt that this corps 
would be found effective, and as capable as ready to render eſſential 
ſervice in the defence of the country, whenever they ſhould be called 

on ſo to do. 


General TARLETON was of opinion, that the right m | 


ble Secretary had merely given a deſcription of the Yeoman Cavalry, 
and not of the Proviſional. All the Members of that Houſe could 
have but one object the ſafety and defence of the country; he 
ſhould therefore be very happy if it ſhould appear that the Provis 
ſional Cavalry were really in the ſituation in which the honourable 
gentleman had deſcribed them to be. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT affured the honourablc Gann that 
what his honourable friend had ſtated, did not apply to the Yoee 


manry Corps only. It was true, the Proviſional Cavalry had not 


been trained, becauſe there was no power given in the bill, under 
which they were raiſed, for training them. But that was completely 


removed by the eſtimate now before the Houſe, the object of which 


was to defray the charge of training that corps. The honourable 
general had, perhaps, taken his idea of the Provincial Cavalry from 
what he had ſeen of them round the metropolis ; he could, hows 


ever, aſſure him, that they were provided with proper military offi= 


cers in almoſt every part of the country, as his honourable. fend 
had ſtated. 
General TARLETON then explained, and the motian was 
agreed to. 

Mr. JOELIFFE complained that moſt of the Aenne which 
had been adopted by the Houſe were too generally ſtated. The 
particulars might, perhaps, have been mentioned without much 
trouble. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT thought that the bats 3 


there was no diſpoſition in His Majeſty's Miniſters to withhold any 
inforination that might be found neceſſary. If the honourable 
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would not preſs any motion on the Houſe. He could aſſure him 


gentleman ſhould make a motion for producing the particulats af 
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agreed to, or good reaſons Wee wo it was not tought Proper o 
a- 26 :: 1. 

> Mr: JOLLIFFE ſaid, he: had no defice to ond, any: motion on 
Gio Houſe at ꝓreſent; but he had been told, that if he did not 
make it now, it would be impoſſible to make 10 2 alen 5 
Mr. TIERNEM ſaid, if the report were to be received to- mor- 
row, it would certainly be impoſſible for his honourable friend to 
make any motion with reference to the eſtimates. If the report 
were delayed until Friday, he might make his motion to- morrow. 

After ſome converſation it was agreed, that Mr. Jolliffe ſhould 
gelay his motion till after the Houſe ſhould be refurned from the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Ways: and 
3 Mr. HOBART in the chair, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid— Sir, the e will moſt pro- 
bably recollect, that when I furniſhed in November laſt an eſtimate 
of the total expenditure liable to be incurred for the enſuing year, I 
then ſtated it at nearly twenty-five millions and a half to be pro- 
vided for the exigencies of the public ſervice. | It is, I confeſs, no 
inconſiderable ſatisfaction to myſelf, and I truſt it will equally prove 
à matter of ſatisfaction to the Committce, that what I have now to 
lay before them differs but little from the eſtimate which I then 
made, and ariſes from objects fo cloſe and intelligible as to make it 
unneceſſary for me to take up much of their time in explanation. 
The total amount of the eſtimate which I have now to offer is 
'28;490;0Qol. differing by a ſum of no leſs than three millions of 
exceſs from chat which was at firſt ſtated. This exceſs has una- 
voidablyariſen from the unforeſeen and additional preparations. on 
the purt of this:country, occaſioned by the threats, and produced by 
the formidable exertions of the enemy againſt us. I ſhall now 
proceed in the uſual. way, and ſtate the expenditure under each diſ- 
tin head without troubling the Committee with any minute and 
partioular details: e ene the former nn which muſt have 
been fully conſidered. 

Phe firſt head of . which naturally occurs, is, the navy. 1 
ſtated the eſtimate of this branch of expenditure, in November, at 
the ſum of 1 275 38,0001. and the Committee have recently added 
80 that head the ſum of 916,0001. making a total of 13,448,000). 
n Phe next article of | ſupply is the army, which the Committee 
-Wilbrecolle& amounted: to 10, 1 1, oool., and with the particulars 
f which Ii will not at preſent trouble them. It is, however, he- 
boeſſar ty Ghſervt, that ſeveral: a: baus, en made. 
1 obnut b3&biiotny: Fi) G3 9 IVE 143-46 #18120, 
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Among theſe additions is the charge of 1,315,000: for defraying 
the expence incurred by the Supplementary Militia, and £30,000]. 
for the Proviſional Cavalry. There is alſo a ſum of 350,6000l. 
for the Volunteer Corps, I mean the, expence incurred: by the dif- 
ferent Volunteer Corps of Infantry: and I have the effective hap- 
pine(s to remark, that the body thus raiſed amounts to no leſs than 
40,000 men. The next article is that which relates to the Foreign 
Corps, and makes an expenditure of 226,000l. I formerly ſtated, 
that the extraordinaries incurred in 1797 were likely to amount to 
about 1,300,0001., and they have only exceeded that ſum by 
61,0001. The original eſtimate of the charge for Barracks was 
400,000l., to which I muſt now add the farther increaſe of 
120, oool., and this addition is eaſily accounted for. It naturally 
ariſes from the expences incurred in conſequence of the additional 
troops which it has been found neceflary to keep on foot, and in a 
ſtate of readineſs for action. But here I muſt obſerve, that the debt 
ſo created would have been equally cauſed in another way. It 
would have been allowed to innkeepers for quartering the troops, and 
for the formation of temporary barracks ;- and the advantages reſult- 
ing from employing it in the manner in Which it has been laid out, 
muſt be obvious to every man who conſiders the ſtate of the country; 
as we are enabled by that means more effectually to concentrate our 
force, and to put ourſelves into a more capable ſituation of repelling 
any ſudden attack. Theſe, Sir, are the whole of the articles which 
reſpect the army, with the exception of 500,000]. for future ex- 
traordinaries. The extraordinaries I had formerly calculated at 
2, 5 Oo, oool. but I ſhall take them now at 3, 500, oool. Aa. 
items, taken together, will give a total ſum of 1 2, 857, ob 

The next head of ſervice which preſents itſelf is the eee 
which, with a ſmall addition to what J ſtated in the month of * 
vember, amounts to the ſum of 1, 303, oool. 8611 

There are very few additions to be made to the ho FR Mit 
cellaneous Articles, and the total of the ſums appropriated i to this 
branch may be taken at 68 2, oo00l. "Theſe, Sir, are the different 
additions which are to be made to the former eſtimate, which I 
had the honour of ſubmitting to the Committee. There are alſo, 
it is neceſſary for me to notice, one or two trifling articles, but there 
appears on the whole an exceſs of 3, 674, oool. beyond the ſum 
ſtated in November ; but in that eſtimate I muſt obſerve, was in- 
cluded an eſtimate of deficiency of grants, and which it is now un- 
neceſſary to provide for from two material eauſes. The Bank has 
been paid the ſum of 5 00,0001. by the early product of the nd 
tax, which otherwiſe would have gone to the conſolidated fund. Be- 

I 2 
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ſides, in the diſtribution paper it appears, that offthe whole ſum of 
money granted to the iſland of Grenada, 1 50,0001. has not been 
ſent, and therefore the deficiency will Leave: the Foſs fur of 
dee Bj as an are 105 


eier | YI 


. Df RECAPITULATION. 3 3 
Navy. r - - - L. 13,448,888 
- Stated in November (. 12,538,888 | 20 
Added now = 910,000 = 
AR - 5 1 - 12,85, 315 
| Stated in November 10, 14 2,950 700 5 


| Added now - — 2,744,365 Te 
. OxDnaxce - - - = 1,302,580 
Stated in November 1,291,038 | 
Added now. - - - =- 12,541 r 
MisSCELLANEOUS 8 15 2680, 608 
Stated in 8 - 673, 000 
| Added now - - =- - 7,608 | 
NATIONAL DEBT - 300008 e 
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1 28,490,391 

© Coalſicric this fam in every point of view in which it may aid 
the public ſervice, J cannot ſee any article with reſpect to which I 
mall be under the neceſſity of calling for any future aid. But gen- 
tlemen muſt be perfectly ſenſible, that in the particular ſituation in 
which we are placed at this moment, and when every ample pro- 
viſiofi'is"ts be made, we can do no more than provide, with all poſ- 
fible prüdence, by ſpecific eſtimates, for the whole of the expence that 


is likely" t6 be incurred. Tt may, unqueſtionably, be neceſſary to 


meet any Tiddeh exigency of the moment, and it will therefore be 
15 to be enabled to have recourſe to a vote of credit, which 1 

all think it my duty to propoſe. I, however, mention this in a 
carſory Way, as it is not my intention to ſubmit it to the Committee 
at preſent- 1 only lay before the Houſe the expenditures likely to 
be incurred, and the probable eſtimate of them, reſerving to myſelf 
the liberty of making that propoſal at any future period, when it may 
be decmed expedient. J have only to remark, that a meaſure of 
that nature will be reſorted to at as late a moment as poſſible. Wbat 
Fhave in? Bate on That ſibjeQ, 1 is an eventual lberty to to 

N17 rice du ny Sir, is to tc che Committee | of the a! and 
wie en intend to Have Fecoutle for he'd iſcharge of "this 
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expenditure. There is no . alteration in che urtieles thay 
conſtitute the Ways and Means. The firſt which oeecurs is the 

uſual vote of Land and Malt, in which there is no variation, and 
which, at the cuſtomary ſtatement, is taken at 2,975 l. The 
next article of Ways and Means is the Aﬀeſſed Taxes, upon which 
gentlemen are aware, from the various modifications that have taken 
place, modificatians certainly highly proper and falutary, the proba- 
ble produce muſt have been reduced much below the eſtimate origi- 
nally made. I cannot undertake to form a preſent eftimate of the 
probable product of theſe taxes throughout the kingdom, becauſe we 


have not had ſufficient time to judge of the effects of the meaſure ; | 


and a great number of diſtricts have not been yet productive, as time 
has not been given to make the appeals; but, from the returns al- 
ready made, and more particularly from the reſult of the meaſure in 
the metropolis and the principal and moſt conſiderable towns, I am 


warranted in ſaying, that it will afford a large ſum. © The propor- 


tion at which I think I may take it, is likely'to be that of one-half 


of the original aſſeſſment added to that aſſeſſment, which is 


2, 700, oool., and therefore valuing it at a moderate computation, 
I may fairly ſtate it four millions and a half, which is the only ſum 
on which I mean to take credit in the Ways and Means. Another 
article, which Jam proud to mention, becauſe it muſt give a peculiar 
and laſting ſatisfaction to the Houſe, is the Voluntary Contribu- 
tions, which the zeal and patriotiſm of His Majeſty! s ſubjeQs bave 
chearfully furniſhed. It is, Sir, I am happy in having an oppor» 
tunity to obſerve, the moſt fatisfaQory and irreſiſtible teſtimony of 
the deciſive ſentiments of the nation at large, at the preſent. impor- 
tant moment, to ſupport with their property the independence and 
proſperity of their country. It forms the moſt cordial. proof of the 
unanimity of a great and free nation, to ſupport that Conſtitution, 
under the protection of which they enjoy ſo many extenfive and ſolid 
advantages. The great maſs of the people have, by furniſhing in 
a voluntary manner theſe contributions, told us their manly; de- 
termination to reſiſt any encroachments which way. be attempted on 
their liberty. They have told us not by words, but by actions. 
They have felt that they were engaged in a conteſt in which their 
Property was at ſtake, and they have come forward with a part of 
that property, to enable the Government to make exertions great 
and ſuitable to the preſſure and importance of the occaſion. The 
enthuſiaſm of contributing to the national defence, has pervaded and 
animated all ranks and orders of men in the ooumry, Some exgep- 
ee 1 admit, there are, but they weigh little in the general ſcale: 
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rable and * contributions have been equally and | 
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propertionably-furniſhed by the landed pentlemen, by the monied 
intereſt; by the merchant, by the artizan, by the mechanic, and by 
the labourer. © There is not, Sir, a fingle clafs, or deſcription of 
perſons, in which we ſhall not find the moſt ſatisfactory proofs of 
true patriotiſm, and diſtinguiſhed zeal; and theſe J rake to be the 
beſt and moſt effectual anſwers we can make to the inſolent threats 
of the enemy. Having therefore the happineſs of knowing, that 
the ſpirit of the country is rifing with energy proportionate to the 
danger with which it is threatened, I am led to entertain the | rt 
fanguine hopes of a ſucceſsful and glorious iffuc to the preſent con- 
teſt, when I form an opinion from confidering the amount of ums 
now in the Bank, whether produced by the voluntary con:riburions, 
or by our commerce. Having ſaid thus much on the operation of 


the aſſeſſed taxes, I am unable to ſuppoſe that leſs than 1,300,000. | 


-may be calculated as free gifts, and adding to that calculation, two- 
thirds: of the ſums ſubſcribed for covering the aſſeſſed taxes, the 
whole may be ſtated, at 1,500,000]. The zeal of the country 
will probably outrun this eſtimate, but I ſhall take it on the loweſt 
ſcale. * | 4718 

The next article to which I wiſh to call the attention of the 
Committee, but which I do not mean to propoſe this day, though it 
is, in my mind, likely to receive the approbation of the Houſe, is 
one which has occupied a conſiderable ſhare of attention in the mer- 
cantile world, and which has been already much diſcuſſed by the 
Public. It has, I am free to ſay, very ſtrong grounds of recom- 
mendation as a meaſure that will in its operation enſure additional 
protection to the trade of the country, and afford a conſiderable 
fouree of revenue to the State. Without troubling the Committee 
with a detail of the particulars of it, it is only neceſſary for me to 
remark, that it refers to a ſtate of war only; but it may alſo have 
the farther: recommendation, beſides producing a large revenue, of 
furniſhing a tax to be principally paid by foreigners, and of taking 
from the enemy an opportunity and ſubject for exerciſing their ſyſ- 
tem of maritime plunder. I allude, Sir, to the appointment of 
ſtrong convoys: for the more effectual ſecurity of commerce, with 
proper regulations reſpecting the time of departure, and other points 
of importance. I mean ſuch a tax upon Imports and Exports as 
may not tend in the leaſt to the diminution of trade, as it will in 
many inſtances fall on the conſumer, not upon the importer, and 
miuſt by its effect weaken the prevalence of privateering, to which 
the enemy is compelled to have every poſſible recourſe. Conſidet- 
ing tis new meaſure in a moderate view, it will not, I am inelined 
to thin fall much ſhort of 1, 5 oo, oool.; hut i is not my inten- 
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tion to propoſe the duration of it for more than one year, nor is it to 
pe conſidered as applicable to the payment of the intereſt of the loan, 


of fince it is meant to be provided for that period only. The facility 
of of raiſing the tax is another great object; as it will of courſe ariſe in 
he proportion to the proſperity of the meaſure, I beg leave to obſerve, I 
ats have not mentioned it that any concluſion ſhould be drawn in'con- 
hat ſequence of what I have ſtated, until the ſubject ſhall have been 
he more maturely conſidered at a proper ſeaſon. 

Mi There is another article which it is my duty to notice; I al- 
n- lude to the growing produce of the Conſolidated Fund as it ſtood 
ms before Chriſtmas, and I then ſtated that 500, oool. of it was to be 


applied to the purpoſe of defraying the ſupply. In looking to the 
ſtate of the taxes up to the 5th of April, and without taking the uſual 

average for four or five years paſt, I ſhall be able to take the per- 
manent revenue at a rate conſiderably larger than before. The de- 
ficiencies of former quarters, however, will not leave a larger ſum, 


try and probably not one fo large. The intereſt of eight millions of the 
et loan is mortgaged on the Aſleſſed Taxes, and as a conſiderable part 
| of the dividends will become due in the courſe of the year, I there- 

the fore ſhall not include in my eſtimate of Ways and Means, any ac- 
3 it count of the, Conſolidated Fund. It is, however, right that I 
is ſhould ſtate to the Committee the amount of the revenue as it now 
er ſtands; and ſince I mean to take no credit for the Conſolidated 
the Fund, I only wiſh that gentlemen may have an opportunity-of-judg- 
m- ing of the total amount of the actual payments. This amount for 
nal the laſt year, in new and old duties, makes together 18,5 70,0003 
wle and to this there muſt be an addition for the produce of 1797, for 
ttee it is evident that the three millions of 1797 cannot have already 
2 to reached their juſt or eſtimated amount. They have only produced 
ave 1,500,000l., which will unqueſtionably appear a: great produce, 
of conſidering how late they were impoſed. Their permanent produet 
eing may be fairly calculated at 2, 900, oool; and I am therefore war- 
ſyſ- ranted in adding 1,400,000]. to the permanent taxes of 1797 
301 which is exactly the difference between the 1, 500, oool. already 
vith given, and the total ſum of 2,900,000l. With reſpect to the 
ints taxes of 1796, they have all reached their amount, except that on 
_ legacies, the actual receipt of which is only from 50 to 66, oool.; 
1 in but as it is in its nature tardy, it mw_ be fairly SE to produce 
and hereafter 1 50, oool. 

hich 41 The revenue on Wine may 8 very confidecatily geg it 
det has experienced a diminution from a variety of cireumſtanees. An 


opinion genemlly prevailed that that duty would be:repeated, and a 
ten- ſlagnation conſequently took place; but I can ſtate to the Come? 
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mittee, that it-has-alteddy began to increaſe, and will, no doubt, 
cine t deco There can be little doubt, if the experiment be 


| Increnſe. of 1707, the Legacy duty, and the article-of Wine. 


of fifteen- millions, exeluſive of two millions to be advanced to Ire- 


[CoMMons. 


tzied this year, but that it will give 400, oool. more. All theſe 
fame will afford a total of 20, 470, oool., including. the ſuppoſed 


I have proceeded in this way to judge of the permanent revenue 
hy che produce of the laſt year only of an expenſive war; and now, 
Sir, if gentlemen will take the trouble to look at this revenue and 
add to it the Land and Malt, they will find no leſs a ſum than 
twenty-three millions ſterling to be ſet againſt the permanent 
charges, which amount to 23,295, oo0l.; and they will alſo find, 

inſtead of a diminution of the permanent taxes, a permanent revenue 


amid all the burdens inſeparable from a ſtate of war, deres all | 


the permanent charges that can be ſet againſt it. 
1 have neither mentioned the Lottery, nor the probable: returns 


expected from India, in aid of the voluntary contributions; but I' 


think it right to ſtate theſe objects to the Committee, for the pur- 
poſe of fairly ſnewing the flouriſhing ſituation of the publie revenue. 
I beg leave to obſerve, that I have taken the permanent revenue on 
the ſuppoſition that the peace eſtimate would be calculated on the 
ſame grounds as previous to the war. The eſtimate before the war 
was ſirteen millions, and the addition of 7, 295, oool. ſince will 
give the groſs amount of 23, 295, oool. The ſurplus of the Lot- 
tery is 200, 00l.; and I believe I have now, Sir, mentioned 
every article which it may be neceſſary for the Committee to con- 
ſuler but the Loan. The Loan, it is now fully underſtood, conſiſis 


land. The Committee will ſee that the different i items of the * 
= * ſtand thus: 


; Land and Malt - - = 
I VT 
Aſſſeſſed Taxes - > 4+505,000 
VPVPoluntary Contributions 1,500,000 

Tax on Imports and Exports 1,500,000 
Bank Advance & A a - 


"Sq _—_—_ | 58 We + — 
2 e was taken at 1,000,004. in November as Aﬀeſſed Taxes. | 


un ! uso 


The. eee which it is my, . aten ebe b 
tion of the Committee rclates to the terms of the Loan, and I hall 
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not detain them long on that ſubject, as I believe; what 1 men 
tioned the other evening with reſpect to that Fränfac hen“ has proved 
highly ſatisfactory. The concluſion of the Loan is, I once more 
repeat; truly advantageous, and an irrefiſtible proof of the feeling of 
the monied/intereft on the actual ſituation of affairs: I did fate; 
that a great part of the advantage is to be attributed to the fale' of 


have concluded it ſo beneficially, but for the Juſt confidence placed 
by the monied' intereſt in the wiſdom and exertions of the country: 
I:now ſtate; that it ĩs upon the ſame grounds which have produced 
the recent” difplay of zeal and public ſpirit throughout the nation, 
that the monied intereſt lends its money more freely than before, and 
the detail of that rranſaRtion is ſuch as muſt reflect the higheſt ho- 
nour upon them. When the bargain was concluded the 3 per cent? 
conſols were at 48. and the 3 per cent. reduced were at 473. 

In the former, 1 50l. was valued at 721. 118. 3d.; ; and in the 
latter, Fol: was taken at 2 al. 168. Att which; * with the market 


od. So that on the face of the bargain; the Loan was concluded 
he | at "toſs than 1061. The diſeount 1 is certainly a difftrent matter, an” 
ar was calculated at the rate of 5 per cent. as was thie ecaſe laſt" year. 5 
ill But there are two ways of conſidering this, the advantage to che 
t- contractor ariſes from the anticipation or future inſtalments by 
ed prompt payment, and there the diſcount is of oourſe greater; but 
n- with reſpect to thoſe who wait for the fixed period of future pay= 
fis ment, the advantage is leſs. The firſt gain by prompt payment” 
re- 1021. 48. 62d. for 1ool., and the laſt only 10 TI. 08. 7 „ ſo 
s that there is a > dots of 21. 48. 65d. to the one, a and but of il. de. | 


extraordinary event, and I might be inclined to call it unac- 
countable one, if I did not know that it was to be anſwered for'by 
the ſpirit and patriotiſm of the country. Looking, however, at Tt 
with the view of intereſt, we muſt ſee it as a bargain, concluded at 
$5. intereſt leſs than the Loan of laſt year was made. What a con- 
ſideration does this give riſe to, with reſpect to the e energy and exer- 
tions of the country | Have we not the ſtrongeſt motives to be con- 
vinced, that after twelve months have elapſed, and in a period of 
difficulty and apparent financial embarraſſment, our reſources appear 
ſuperior to any check, and are greater comparatively than before 2 
Having ftated this as the amount of the charge to he ineurred:hy the 
Loan, I muſt obſerve, that eight millions of it is to be provided for 
by the gradual-payment of the Aſſeſſeil Taxes.” We Hatt Merefdre 


even millions to find taxes for; 1 * * 
Volo , 5 


the Land Tax; but I alfo ſtated, that it would not be poſſible to 


price of 1 3 years of long annuity, or 41. 48. 64: made l 1 285 


754. to the others. Such, Sir, 1 muſt confider at this Period as an 
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wich, conſideritig the extraordinary exigencies of the times con- 


bas been adopted for ſome years paſt I cannot conceive it to be 


- 


de applied to the Sinking Fund, and taking the-intereſt of the whole - 1ibe 
ſum of 9,200,000]. at 81. —— cent. we ſhall have: un = Co 
io provide for annually. | | low 
I teok . of the bd de, indie con 
fimplifying the accounts, ſhewed: what the whole exceſs of the un- cou 
funded or Navy debt only was, from the commencement of the pre- trie 
fent war to that moment. I then mentioned that I ſhould, per- obt⸗ 
haps, propoſe to fund two or three millions of the Navy debt; but, and 
upon mature conſideration, I find that it will be unneceffary to fund tho! 
the Navy debt, and that it will be more proper to leave it in its tion 
actual ſituation until peace. In the year 1792 it ameunted to cou 
- 9.745, oool., and it now exceeds 6,000,000: ;' fo: that the in- and 
"tereſt to be provided for will be 186,0001.;' which, added to coni 
$77,000l. will amount to 763,000]. in taxes to * the intereſt = : tho! 
of all the charges for the preſent year. grie 
The firſt tax, then, which I ſhall ia will be duty of 58. ger 
per buſhel upon Salt, which will produce the ſum of 50 2, oool. an- tion 
nually. I mean, in other words, to double the duty as it ſtands at duty 
preſent, which is only 28. 6d. per buſhel; and J have to obſerve, that 
that a conſiderable improvement in the revenue may be derived pre 
From this meaſure, independent of the new tax. I ought to ſtate, Eaf 
however, that the preſent tax, as it ſtands, only produces the ſum of ther 
42⁰οοοẽ,j,j But as I mean to lay aſide the diſcount which is now but 

a allowed m_— prompt payment, and-make ſome retrenchment in the plac 

| of management; together with the difallowance of bounties, Will 
ithe yroduie of the new tax will amount to what I have already lav 
tte. Ix may be neceſſary that gentlemen ſhould know what kind 11 

. . likely to be cauſed by this tax, and in what manner it 25. 
| affect the lower elaſſes of the community, on whom it may be lun 


to fall heavieſt, I believe it will be found, on à general 
e that the quantity of Salt conſumed in every family, com- 
Pd ofthe labouring claſs of people, amounts to no more than half 
4 buſhel inthe eourſe of the year. It is propoſed, therefore, to lay 
no langer a ſum than 28. 6d. op each family of this deſoription, 


fidering how peculiarly this very deſcription of people have hitherto 
been exempted from the direct operation of almoſt every tax which 


[liable to'anf:objections om the ground of hardchip vr opprefſiod. 
But Lam ſtill more :copfirmed! in the juſtice of this tam and d am 
ill. b perſuaded i tflat the very order of pebple i àm peak ing o 
indes ſatgblivd aß chunt truth, Ber they arg inforndegs;rthut : ponſans 
of the 3 not, either ùvith . en 
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ole liberty, and their happi neſs ſo intereſted in tha preſervation of this 
ol. Country and the happy Conſtitution under -which they live, as the 

= lower and labouring elaſſes of the commnnity. If they want to be 
by convinced of this truth, let them loek to the ſituation ef thoſe 


countries which have been over- run by the French to thoſe coun- 
tries to which the French have gained acceſs, over which: they have 
obtained 2 conqueſts, by holding out the deluſſve appearances 


aut, and hopes of what they called liberty: let them look, I ſay, te 
und thoſe countries, and they will find, that perſons of a ſimilar deſerip- 
its tian with themſelves, the lower order of people in every one of thoſe 
to countries taken poſſeſſion of by the French, have become the dupes 
in- and victims of their perfidy and oppreſſion. This much I have 
| to conceived ĩt neeeſſaty to ftate, in order to obviate the objections of 
reſt WW © thoſe who might ſuppoſe that the tax in queſtion would ede 2 

| grievance on the lower orders of people. 

58. Ihe next thing which I mean to propoſe as an W af taxas 
an- ton is an article of conſumption which is in general uſe,” but. the 
8 at duty on which ſhall fall leſs heavy on the lower orders of people than 

rve, that which IL have already laid before the Committee. I eannot at 
ved preſent fer how far this tax may interſere with the «intereſt of -the 
ate, Eaſt-Iadia Company, but I hope that it will prove ſatisfactory to 
1 of them and the country at large. It is a duty of 5 per eent. on tea; 
now but this duty is not to be laid indiſeriminately, it- is only to take 
the place on what ſells above 28. 6d. per pound, and on that account 
ties, will not toueh that ſpecies of tea which-is in general uſe among the 
ady awer elaſſes uf people. This- tax will produee the ſum of 


28. Gd. per Ib. has conſiderably increaſed | in the quantizy-of i its eon 
. e 1 ; 15901 oh Bois lid 
» Phe next article, Sir, which 1 8 In \ ſubmit-40 the Committee, 


' propoſed the two other ſubjects of taxation. It does not affect M= 
eeſſaries in its operation, nor, I confeſs, is it very esttais with re- 


ion, ſpect to its produee; yet my conjectures are, not withſtanding, fuf- 

von- feiently fanguine. It is alſo one of choice, a princighe: of progeed- = 

erto ing which Ido not wiſh by any means to diſcourage. It has: alſo 

hich this particular, recommendation, that: the tax itſelf will not diſcoue 

+; be rage the uſe of it. Tbe ſubjeſt to: which L.allude may; proceed | 
| from a juſt pride; a moderate. ſuperſtition, or. idle faſhion 3 but 1 


iſh to impoſe-aiduty on every peiſen uſing ar nia heaxiegh, It 
may be ſtated, that L am a convert tothe ſyſtem e leveling; hut 
thoſe who'may-be- inclined forkhink-in hatmaarnan ally 1 N 
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11 T, Cool.; for it is undeniable that the tea yalued at jabove 


reſts upon principles very different from  thoſe;,on/:whigeh-1.. have 


, 
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me the juſtice to believe, that I proceed upon very oppoſite grounds, 

and, inftead of entertainigg ſuch ſentiments, they will, I am con- 
vinced, be found rrady to ſet a value upon that which is one of the 
moſt important links in ſociety. Faſhion and reaſon wilk therefore 
ooncur in giving effect to this meaſure. I have thought it proper 
to ſay thus much, as I wiſh not to merit the approbation of thoſe 
who may repreſent it in a different light, and whom I do not deſire 
to conciliate, while it is my intention not to incur the di ſapprobation 
of thoſe with whom I have the honour to agree. 

Having ſtated the operation of this duty as very conjectural, I 
have, however, to remark, it is founded upon the principle, that 
thoſe entitled to armorial bearings, or in the habit of uſing them, 
will not forbear the uſe of them. 
tention to inſtitute an inquiry into the right by which perſons exerciſe 
this diſtinction, or to try them by the merits of antiquarian law; I 
only mean, that all perſons taking out armorial licences ſhall be 
liable to the payment of the tax. I therefore propoſe, that a tax of 

two guineas be impoſed upon all perſons uſing carriages decorated 
with -armorial bearings ; one guinea on thoſe who are houſekeepers, 
and who make uſe of plate decorated in the ſame manner; and 
108. Gd. on all other perſons, not houſekeepers, uſing their armo- 
rial bearings in other ways. My data on which I am to proceed, 


are not, I confeſs, extremely accurate; but I find, from the inſpec- 


tion made by the Heralds, between 1615 and 1670, that the num- 
ber of the heads of families by the laſt return, given, in in the year 
1679,jamounted to 8405. Allowing, therefore, for the extinction 
of many families ſince, the ſubſtitution of many more, I ſhall take 
te whole number at 9453, who will not, it is to be preſumed, lay 
this. diſtinction aſide. I ſhall eſtimate under each name fix houſe- 
keepers bearing arms, and multiplying the firſt number of 9453 
by, we ſhall have a product of 56,718 ; to which may be added 
e900 more from Ireland. I hall ſuppoſe I 2,000 of theſe keep- 
ing carriages with armorial bearings, which at 21. 2s. each, will 
give a ſum of 24, oool.— 4, 8 oo, ooo not keeping carriages will 
produce 50,000). ; and as I ſhall not take more than two perſons 
to each Emi at 10s. 6d., this will give a farther ſum of 
66, oool., making a groſs ſum of 140,0001.; to which may 
* added, on account of foreigners, 0b more, and cre- 

Ring altogether a revenue of 1 fo, oool. It therefore appears, 
— fugi added ce other taxes vill LP duc: 
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It is very far, Sir, from my in- 
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Salt = ” io C. 502, ooo n 23078 
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Total amount being —T . 763,508 


JJ 


And the intereſt for which they are to provide 
being the intereſt on 1 5, ooo, oool. at 81. 58., 

on 3,713,000 Navy Debts, at 5 percent. J. 76331 50 

This which I have now ſtated, is the whole andi of the Sup- 

plies for the preſent year; and I hope it will appear to the Come 

mittee, that the ſtatements which I made before Chriſtmas laſt, as 


4 
s ! * 


to the probable amount of theſe ſupplies, were correct; and that T 


have not exceeded in any reſpect the ſums which 1 ſuppoſed at that 


time, the public ſervice would require. This can be ſhewn by the 


manner in which the Ways and Means are provided for. Nothirig 
can bear a ſtronger teſtimony of the opinion of the country at large, 
as to the ſpirit which animates all ranks of people, and the greatneſs 
of our reſources, than the favourable terms upon which the Loaf 
has been contracted for. And I hope that the Committee will be 
of opinion, that the Taxes to defray the intereſt on that Loan, arè 
founded on a plan that will be as likely to render them productive 
as any other which could be laid before the Houſe: : they are caleu⸗ 
lated to bear as lightly on all claſſes of people as any berden H“ 
could be laid upon the Public ; and as I can ſee no ſolid objection 
which can be made againſt them by any perſon, I hope TI have in 


this meaſure, as well as every other thing relating to the Supplies of 


the year, diſcharged my duty to this Houſe and to the country. 
Mr. Chancellor Pitt then concluded by moving reſolutions prefuant 
to the ſtatements in his ſpeech. | 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY wiſhed to a W 
more diſtindtly than he had yet heard the matter ſtated, how much 
duty was to attach upon Salt; was it to be double Whar was now 
paid in all, or double what, was now paid in | addition” ts" the pres 


ſent duty ? 095.65 Bon. ? 
Mr. Chancellor PITT aid, he meant to double, We to e 
the preſent duty. 0 mit 1g 8 vnidem ;.lo00;1 


Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEV thought that is 12 
A very heavy im ſt upon the ſalt manufacturer; he reed froth 
forty to fift RE ings per ton, and now he wöud have te pays 
G upon that, the ſum of 191. conſidering warde; | 
from bad debts and other loſſes, this would lo * heavy 
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upon thermgnufaBturer; and nme en to __ en 
n. 27 1 t | 4 gg 22 is 3G 81 

Mr. Chancellor PITT- tad; ler b tnanyfaGitter'; irs this eaſe | 
did: not pay, for the duty would be on the conſumptien of the ar. | 
ticle, the manufaQurer- was in che ſame caſe here as the manufac- 
turer of tobaceo; the only queſtions were, Whether this was a fair 
artiele of taxation, and if it was, whether the tax could be properly 
collected? As to the burden, it did not at all fall on \ the mana 
facturer, it fell on the conſumer. 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY faid, that this: woals 
call for a greater capital from the manufacturer to carry*on his buſi. 
neſs ; and he ſtill thought that there would be a [hardſhip in this 
eaſe ; far" the manufacturer of ſalt was not like the ordinary caſe 
of manufacture it was a thing of an extraordinary nature, liable to 
much waſte and heavy loſſes from bad debts, and Was een to 
e e e peculiar to itſelf. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that thefe obſervations hardly ap- 
plied againſt an increaſe of the duty. With regard to the mode of 
cullecting it, he had ſtated that it was intended to put it under 
another head of management; and ſome abatement was to be made 
o manufacturers on account of credit, inſtead of che Uiſcount "Hine 
was now allowed. 
Sir JOHN SINCLAIR aid, be wiſhed the hints of FR 
Exchequer to bring in the bill as ſoon as poſſible, becauſe it was 
nedeſſary to do ſo, as gentlemen would be foon obliged to leave the 
Houſe in order ta attend their duties in the country, when they 
would-not have it in their power to pay he ſubjeR the attention it 
merited. - 9/11 bySbni © 

Mr. Chanceltor PITT faid, he intended to wing in the bill 
immediately ; but that part of the ſubject which referred to the 
e e Salt _ to the e of the reite, . far- 
ther time. 01 993. 1 

25 Sir WhLLIAM PULTENEY ſaid, that this tax on the article 
of-Salt had great many recommendations; becauſe it went over 
the'whole country as an article of general conſumption, and would 
certainly: produte à very large ſum of money. Speaking, however, 
in general terms, he was of opinion, that in a national point of view 
it would be wiſer to aboliſh all duty upon Salt, inſtead of increaſing 
ir. This, thowever, we' could not do now, and the meaſure which 
was now propbfedʒ ſuould de conſidered as a matter of neerſſity, and 
nat of choice. In ſupport of his general opinion for the adolition of 
the duty upon Salt atogether, he would obſerve," chat if there were 
many manufadories depending upon Salt, it would — 
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deration ta aboliſh the duty upon that article. ie 
turers ought to be allowed a drawback upon it ; for if we went on 
continuing. a duty upon that article, we might, indeed, produce a 
| conſiderable ſum by it ; but, by diſeouraging manufacture, we-mightt 
materially injure the revenue in other reſpects. He underſtood that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had under-calculated: the effect 
which-this new duty would have upon the lower elaſſes of ſociety 5 
for that inſtead of half a buſhel, a buſhel was conſumed within a 
year in fome of the ſmalleſt families in the kingdom. The duty, 
therefore, upon them would be 58. inſtead of 28. 6d. a year. Fhis 
was a matter worthy of ſerious conſideration; but above all, care 
ſhould be taken not to injure our r wil He only mentioned 
this as a, topic to be generally conſidered; for he did not expect any 
thing io be produced by the obſervation now, becauſe he was aware 
the Committee was under the neceſſity of adopting the duty. He 
mentioned it to ſhew that the Salt duty ſhould be conſidered ſeriouſly 
hereafter, and he was in hopes it might, in due ſeaſon, anne 
liſhed, and ſome other adopted inſtead of it. 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, the · conſideration wich · kde hann 
able Baronet had mentioned was very fairly ſtated, and was a very 
important one. He was inclined to concur with him in thinking 
it would be proper, at a convenient time, to take off, if nat the 
whole, certainly the greater part, of the duty upon Salt; and yet he 
thought, under all the circumſtances of the preſent moment, the 
preſent tax was a very fair one. His reaſon for it was this, if the 
tax upon Salt was wholly taken off now, it would be impoſſibie to 
find a ſubſtitute for it without levying a heavier burdem upon the 
public than that which was now propoſed ; and indeed the honeur- 
able Baronet ſeemed to be himſelf of that opinion. But he was 
ready to declare, that, with reſpect to manufacture, he had often 
turned it in his mind whether it would not he proper to take-off the 
duty upon Salt. Perhaps the better way would be to ſattle that 
matter by a commutation tax. He had that ſubject more than 
once under his conſide ration. At preſent, however, circumſtances 
would not admit of ſuch a plan. The tax which was now propoſed; 
be was convinced the Committee would conſider moderate; and he 
had done every thing in his power to bear upon the lower claſſes as 
lightly as poſſible; As to the idea of the honourable-Baronet, that a 
buſnel was eonſumed inſtead of half a buſhel in ſome of the poorer 
families in the courſe of the: year, he muſt obſerve) chat there was 
ſome yariety on: that head: diſtricts varied; id that particular a 
cording-to the gifferent articles of food that wertzconbamedrs>.antl 
be belicwod that bis calculation was e eee 
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tion than that of the honourable Baronet. Upon the ſubject of 
drawbacks to be allowed to manufactures, he was afraid that would 


defeat the object of the preſent meaſure. He was not, however, | 


ſure of this; it was a point that deſerved farther confideration. 
Mr. SAMUEL THORNTON thought the preſſure of ſome 
of the taxes which had been opened to night, would be very heavy 


upon the Eaſt India Company. If the right honourable” gentle- 


man had no thought of alleviating them upon the ſubjeR of imports 
and exports, the tax would be much too ſevere with regard to the 
Eaſt India Company. He. hoped the Miniſter had an intention to 
ſpare them. Indeed they ought to be ſpared upon the ſubject of 
exports and imports, when connected with the idea of an inſurance, 
for. their ſhipping protected itſelt. Eaft- India ſhips had been often 


uſed as thips of war. They did not benefit by convoy, as other | 


hips did, and he therefore hoped he did not miſtake in thinking that 
ſome alleviation would be thought of to the Eaſt- India Company. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT wiſhed not to be miſunderſtood. He 
alluded fo generally to the hearing of the taxes which he had pro- 
poſed to-night, that it would be difficult for any body to ſay he had 
pointed out any claſs of perſons on whom they would particularly 
fall. He faid nothing about taxing the Eaſt-India Company more 


than any other body of men, nor did he ſay any thing about exclu- 


ding them. He wiſhed to be underſtood to ſtand in the fituation 
in which he really was, that of having ſaid nothing at all upon that 
ſubject. ATTY 7 me 
Mr. TIERNEY faid, that if this loan was a proof of the high 
and flouriſhing ſituation of this country, if it was a proof of the 
confidence of monied men in its refources, all he could fay was, he 
was very glad to hear it. He was afraid, however, that he muſt 
object to the tax on Salt, as falling too heavily on the lower clafles 
of people. Whether it was fo or not, in fact, it was worth while 
to conſider whether they would think ſo or not. Every thing at 
this time moſt particularly ought to be attended to that might pre- 
vent diſcontent in the lower claſſes. Salt was an article of direct 
neceſſity among them. He was, therefore, fearful a tax upon that 
article would occaſion their diſcontent. Could he be ſatisfied that 


no ſuch diſcontent would ariſe, the tax ſhould have * immediate 


approbation. 


Another tax which was propoſed by the right hevourtdls gentle- - 
man was rather of a whimfical nature. It was calling for the pay; 
ment of certain ſums of money for the paintings and engravings of 


coronets; ereſts, and other marks of diſtinction. He really never 


knew, until this moment, of the publie utility of the right honour- | 


[Commons, 


Maj: 
calle 
ject | 
IV 
Imp 
perf 
Was 
but 
mig! 
feel 
certa 
was 


Was 
Jelty 
this 


AzpiL25)]) — e DEBATES 48 273 


able gentleman's Having created ſo many Peers. He would, how- 
ever, adviſe; him to claſs the orders of diſtinction ; to charge, for 
inſtance, a, certain handſome ſum for a Coronet, a ſmaller ſum for 2 
Creſt, and ſo on; by which, the right honourable gentleman might, 
perhaps, ſavt the lower orders of ſociety from any duty whatever. 
Indeed he truſted that theſe perſons who poſſeſſed theſe diſtinctions 
would not have any objection whatever to bearing any burdens that 
might be reaſonably impoſed upon them for the purpoſe of ſparing 
the lower orders of ſociety. 

Whether any thing was to be ſaid or not on the ſubject of the 
Imperia Loan, he knew not. His Imperial Majeſty (it was ſaid) 
had negleQed the conſideration of that ſubject. He wiſhed to know 
in what light he was to conſider it Was it, or was it not, a burden 
to be borne by the people of this country? Or, was his Imperial 
Majeſty's memory to be improved upon that ſubject? He then 
called for ſome explanation on the deficiency of n as chat ſub- 
ject had been opened to- night. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T obſerved, that as to the payment cad the 
Imperial dividend his Imperial Majeſty had hitherto negleded to 

perform his engagement. He did not mean to ſay fuch negligence! 
| was owing to any defect in the charaQer of his Imperial Majeſſy, 
but certainly he did entertain a conſiderable degree of hope (he 
might be difappointed in that hope), that his Imperial Majefty did 
feel this an event which became him to make proviſion for. It 
certainly was a debt on our part folemnly to be diſcharged, but it 
was as ſolemn a debt on the part of his Imperial Majeſty, and he 
was very far at preſent from feeling any fear that his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty would not diſcharge it. He did not chuſe to et more ne 
this ſubject. * 

Some other parts of the ſubject of this night 8 diſcuſſion BE "EY 
taken up by the honourable gentleman, who ſpcke laſt, in ſuch a 


interrupt the effect of that diſpoſition ; and, therefore," he ſnould 
ſay nothing at preſent to ſtrengthen the obſervations he had already 
made in favour of the ſituation of this country. He muſt, however, 
defend the tax upon Salt, for he was not apprehenſive it would pro- 
duce. the diſcontent. which the honourable gentleman conceived it 
would. As to his idea of making a diſtinction between the various 
degrees of armorial emblems, he was not ſure he ſhould not profit 
by the hint. which! the honourable: gentleman” gave him. {Indeed her: 
— ſaw-any objection to the plan. As to another part 66 this: 
hangurable-gentleman's obſervations, and which 'hetat&d'alſe!witho> 
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vein of good humour, that he ſhould be ſorry to do any thing to 


1+ 4 

„ 

1 

17 

55 
* 

— 
22 
* 

3 

x 1 - 

: * 

4 1 
wo 
1 
15 

1 
W > 
k 

A 
&] l 
Ro 
7 o 
1 
r 
4 
. 4 
17 1 
1 e 
13 
[1 . 
+ + 
1 11. 
= 2 $ 
+ $8 
4 * 
7 1 
' 
[24 * 
N i l Fg 
WT 
wy 
4 1 
. 
. x 
IF: 
$ 42 
1 
EY 
HE 
$ 
OY 
© 
"= * 
1 
. 
$ 7 $5 
1 
=. 
1 
ms 
+ Hs 
5 
1 
[* 
FR 
* 6 
44 0 
33 
ME 
»*8 
RE 
* 
. 
1 
« 
1 1 
= 
: 40 
3 
1 
124 
pes 
1 
* 10 
4 : 
Toh 
* 1 
4 * 1 
* "$38 
FU 
11 ic p 
WEE. 
: 
> 
y *q 
3 1 
B+ 
8 *. 


74 PARLIAMENTARY 


able gentleman's invention was fertile. 
had not ſtated for himſelf, and then very ingeniouſly drew a conclu. 


fion from it. He faid, that he, as Miniſter, adviſed His Majeſty to 5 
ereate a number of Peers, for the purpoſe of raiſing a tax out «i 
them; the honourable gentleman gave him credit for an ingenuity| | 


that never occurred to him. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſpoke in explanation. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE faid, it gave him much greater pleaſure when 
he could approve the meaſures of the right honourable gentleman, 
than when he was under the neceſſity of objeQing to them, or offer- 
ing any amendments. That in the preſent inſtance he perfectly ap- 
proved and applauded the whole of the meaſure. He thanked the 
right honourable gentleman for his manner of making the loan; be 


approved the taxes; that on Salt, he thought a judicious tax; it 


would univerſally be diffuſed, and but little felt by the labourer, be- 


cauſe their conſumption was not only ſmall, but it was bought in 
As to the 


ſuch very ſmall quantities, that they would not feel it. 
tax on armorial bearings, he thought he had it in his power to offer 
a ſcheme which might aſſiſt the riohe honourable gentleman's projed, 
The reſolutions were then ſeverally put and agreed to. After 
which the Speaker reſumed the chair, and the report was ordered fo 
be received to-morrow. 
Mr. JOLLIFFE then roſe to move for the particulars of ſeveral 
accounts which had this day been laid on the table. It was a great 
misfortune, he thought, to the Miniſter, but certainly to thoſe who 
wiſhed to aſſiſt Government, and to promote the credit of his Ad- 
miniſtration, by ſuggeſting ſuch improvements of his meaſures 3 
.occurred to them, that the right honourable gentleman ſhould always 
| ſuppoſe that they were decided enemies not only to his Adminiftrs-| 
tion, but to all Government. He aſſured him and the Novſe, that 
he was not only a poſitive and decided friend to good Government, 
but to his Adminiſtration ; and whenever he was under the neceſ- 
ſity of offering any thing that might appear like oppoſition, it was 
to prevent him from haſtily carrying an improper meaſure, or to 
ſuggeſt ſome improvement in the execution of a meaſure, the prin- 
ciple of which he might approve. That he never had, and he never 
would mix perſonal and private conſideration into public conduct 
That whatever perſonal diſaffedtion he might feel to the Miniſter 
his Adminiſtration would equally be his afliſtance and ſupport ; be 
| begged the right honourable gentleman therefore to forbear attribu- 
ting to him ſuch motives, for he really did not feel that he had ge. 
_ nezally ſupported him, and he ſhould continue to do ſo let his pri 
conduct be what it might. 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT thought that the particulars of, the ac- 
counts alluded to had already been ſufficiently explained, nor did 
he conceive that any thing that had paſſed out of the Houſe 
between himſelf and that honourable gentleman could poſſibly be 
ſuppoſed to actuate his public conduct. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE then moved, That there be laid before the 
Houſe the particulars of the eſtimate of the charges for embodying 
the proviſional Cavalry ; ditto of charges for the Volunteer Corps, 
and for Foreign Corps. 

The motions were ſeverally agreed to. 


Thurſday, April 26. 


On motion that the report of the Committee of Ways and Means 
be read a ſccond time, 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY objected to the duty on Salt, 
particularly as it affected what was made in Scotland. He ob- 
ſerved, that there was a duty on Salt impoſed previous to the union. 
That which was made in Scotland was of an inferior quality, be- 
ing wholly from ſalt water; now an increaſed duty on a worſe com- 
modity, would, in fact, be much higher than the fame duty on a 
commodity of better quality. It would operate alſo to the great 
increaſe in the ſmuggling ; particularly of Rock Salt, from the vici- 
nity of Ireland to Scotland. By the law at preſent, no Rock Salt 


can be imported into Scotland. This originated from the defire 


of the Scotch manufacturers, whoſe Salt pans would have been in- 


jured by the importation of Rock Salt. Tf this bill ſhould paſs, . 


he thought it would be adviſcable to repeal the at prohibiting the 
importation of Rock Salt into Scotland, as they could then make 


the Salt of a ſuperior quality, and thus be better enabled to pay the 


additional duty. 


He thought that the Chancellor's computation er half a buſhel 
(or the half of 561bs.) of Salt annual conſumption by a family was 
too ſmall. The quantity of Salt conſumed in France had been 
already aſcertained ; and the loweſt conſumption was found to be 
I 61b. of Salt by each perſon for a year. He was glad to under- 
ſtand that this was propoſed only as a temporary or war tax, and he 
hoped that as ſoon as the preſſure of circumſtances would permit, the 


duty on Salt, ſo far from — increaſed, would be diminiſhed, if 


not entirely taken off. 
Mr. 1. H. BROWNE thought ſome ſpecific regulations ought 
to bs adopted N Salt made in Scotland, ther wile the 
L 2 n 
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entirely to exempt the general maſs of the people from a moderate 


and it muſt be conſidered that this was a very moderate tax in pro- 
portion to others which had been impoſed on the higher orders. 
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as this, affecting the general maſs of the community. After laying . 
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contaband trade would be greatly increaſed, and the revenue be 
injured. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, if the object ſuggeſted could be ob- 
tained, without doing any material injury to the revenue, there could 
be no objection. 
Mr. BURROW ftated that there were already, by means of 
fiſnermen and others, great frauds and embezzlements practiſed with 
regard to Scotch Salt. 
Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY ſaid, the ſmuggling of Salt was 
not from Scotland to England, but was from the importation of Rock 
Salt from Ireland to Scotland; he thought ſome additional regula- 
tions were wanted to prevent the importation of Rock Salt from 
Ireland to Scotland. 
Mr. TIERNEY feared this additional duty on Salt would be 
found a ſevere burden on poor perſons, and that it would exceed the 
calculation of half a buſhel a family for the year. 
Mr. D. RYDER ſaid, perhaps the tax might be makes, ſo. 
far as it would affect ſome claſſes of perſons. The calculation of 
Salt uſed in France was not a fair one; it was taken according to 
the Gabelle, not according to what was actually conſumed, but from 
what the farmer-general arbitrarily impoſed, from their calculation 
of what might be conſumed. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, as the tax would be laid not” upon 
the conſumption but the manufacture, he did not ſee how the lower 
claſſes could be exempted : nor did he think it would be politic 


ſhare. of the burdens, in which all were fo materially intereſted ; 


The poor, he remarked, had been relieved from ſome taxes before 
the war, particularly the duty of 38. on houſes ; they had experi- 
enced the generous intentions of Parliament, in beginning to take 
off thoſe taxes which immediately affected them, but which had 
been interrupted by the war; and when opportunity ſerved, he 
ſhould be happy to propoſe the taking off of more. When the 
increaſed price of labour and of wages, within the two laſt years 
was farther conſidered, there could be no hardſhip on ſo ſmall a tax 


on of about ſeven millions of additional taxes, this was the only one 
that bore upon the poorer ranks in the community. 


Mr. RYDER, Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY, 4 Mr. 
TIERNEY ned. . | 
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Mr. JOLLIFFE faid, the increaſe of wages to labourers had 


been from 71. to Tol. a year, within the two laſt years; it was cer- 
| tainly no great hardſhip if they were called upon to pay about 
28. 6d. a year, 

The report was then agreed to, and the bills ordered to be 
brought in. 


Friday, April 27. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE moved, that the report of the Committee of 
laſt year, on the agreement between Mr. Palmer, late of the 
General Poſt- office, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, be now 
read, 

Mr. SPEAKER aſked, for what purpoſe this report was now 
called for? 
| Mr. HOBHOUSE aid, that his object was to do juſtice to Mr. 

Palmer; and that for this purpoſe he ſhould propoſe to move, that 
the report be taken into conſideration by a Committee of the whole 
Houſe on Tueſday ſe'nnight. 


Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, that the Houſe could not properly 


originate any queſtion, the object of which was to make a demand 


of the public money, without the conſent of the Crown previouſly 
ſignified, 


Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that as no notice had been given of 


this motion, he of courſe was not inſtructed to ſignify any ſuch aſſent. 
He was of opinion, on the contrary, that the Crown would not affent 
or ſanction, i in the firſt inſtance, the demands mage by the preſent 
claimant. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE obſerved, that he had yeſterday given notice 
of this motion—that the report of the Committee was in the higheſt 
degree favourable to the claims of Mr. Palmer ; but as the affent 
of the Crown was thus unexpectedly withheld, he ſhould reſort to 
the only mode which was left to him. He gave notice, that on 
Tueſday ſe'nnight he ſhould move an addreſs to His Majeſty, pray- 
ing that he may be graciouſly pleaſed to take the claims of Mr. Pal- 
mer into his royal conſideration. 

Mr. PERCIVAL ſaid, that, a to his notice, he ſhould 
now move that the order for the Committee upon the bill for allow- 
ing Magiſtrates to give coſts in caſes of miſdemeanors, . ſhould be 
read, in order to move that it ſhould be diſcharged, for the purpoſe 


of referring it to a Select Committee above ſtairs. He had many 
altcrations to propoſe, which he thought could be done much more 


conveniently in a Select Committee. His firſt objection was, that 
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the object was not ſufficieritly extenſive, and did not combine a ſuf- 


fictency of miſdemeanors. There were many aggravated caſes, in 


which the bilt did not empower the Magiſtrates to give coſts; while 


in others of a leſs aggravated nature, it did give them that power. | 


Ia thoſe caſes where the bill particularly applied, he thought there 
was the greateſt objection, ſuch as reſiſting the orders of Magiſtrates, 
&c. Now, in thoſe caſes, local prejudices, or favour, were more 


likely to operate than in others; and therefore it was inveſting the 


Magiſtrates with a double juriſdiction; firſt, of ordering a proſecu- 


tion ; and then of giving the coſts. He truſted, therefore, that the 


bill would be ſuffered to go to a Select Committee in the firſt in- 
ſtance, that It might be new- modelled. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE obſerved, that if the object of his ho- 
nourabfe and learned friend had been merely to give the bill a fuller 
diſcuſſion by ſending it to a Select Committee, he ſhould have had 
no objection ; but he thought his learned friend had ſhewn that his 
object was totally different. It-was very probable, that the mea- 
ſure of his honourable friend might be a very good one, and one 
that he moſt likely would approve of ;—but it was no reaſon for 
delaying the prefent bill. Mr. Wilberforce then procceded to 
combat the arguments of the laſt learned gentleman, when 

Mr. SPEAKER informed him, it was not in order new to de- 
bate the alterations which the learned gentleman had ſtated, as he 
had ſtated them merely as reaſons why the Houſe ſhould _—_ his 


motion. 
„Mr. WILBERFORCE having explained, 1 


The MASTER OF THE ROLLS wiſhed his honourable 
friend, to conſent to a Select Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER informed the Houſe, that if the bill was re- 
ferred to a Select Committee, it did not preclude the Houſe from 
again referring it to a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

After ſome ſhort obſervations from Meflrs. VANSITTART, 
BRAGGE, H. BROWNE, and H. LASCELLES, the Houſe 
divided, when there appeared: Aycs, 44; Noes, 60. Majority 
againſt the motion, 1 6. 

The report of the Alien Bill TE brought up, 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL introduced the clauſes of 
which he had given notice on a former day, namely, to oblige the 
letters of lodgings to ſend regular accounts of the foreigners living 
in their houſes—to enable His Majefty to detain foreigners — and to 
prevent aliens from landing in Great Britain, until the maſter of the 


veſſel had authority to let them come on ſhore, —The elauſes were 


agreed to. 
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Mr. JONES having taken notice of an obſervation which had 
fallen from the Secretary at War on a former day, that he would be 
ſecurity for the good conduct of the French Emigrants, moved a 
clauſe to the following effect: That one of His Majeſty's Secreta- 
ries ſhall give proper ſecurity for every licence granted to an 
Emigrant. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR was diſpoſed to think that 
this clauſe was levelled at him by way of a joke ; and therefore it 
ſeemed incumbent on him to ſay a few words. He had no heſita- 
tion in ſtating, that he would be reſponſibl: for the whole body of 
French, when aQing as a body; and he defired the honourable 
gentleman to conſider who thoſe men were againft whom he had 
declaimed ſo much. With regard to rank and virtues, they were 
the equals of any of - the Members in that Houſe, and they were 
their ſuperiors in the opportunities they had had of diſplaying thoſe 
endowments. He could not therefore conceive what the honour- 
able gentleman meant, unleſs he was for ſhutting every door againſt 
thoſe unfortunate perſons, who ought to be held up as brilliant ex- 
amples to every aha ſubje who valued and revered his os 
vereign. 

Mr. JONES faid, that he felt bimſelf uncqual to combat the 
eloquence which had been employed on this ſubject. He ſhould 
borrow the words of Sir W. Draper, and obſerve, that Farce, Pan- 
tomime, and Traged; —Wilkes, Foote, and Junius—were too 
much to be encountered by a ſingle individual. He had aQed 
ſolely from a conſcicntious feeling of duty. The Secretary at War 
had ſaid, that, in the hour of veril, the Emigrants would fight for 
this country. The energy of the People, he ruſted, was too prompt 
and too powerful to require any ſuch aid. He defired alſo that it 
ſhould be conſidered, that the maintenance of "theſe men had laſt 
year coſt this country no leſs than 163, 00l. He wiſhed to ſepa- 
rate the good from the bad, and to make every due diſtinction. He 
thought it-a ſhame, that fo, ooo Engliſh ſervants ſhould be out of 
place, whilſt an equal rumber of French valets were in ermplov. 
Whatever oppoſition he may meet with, nothing could induce him 
to relinquiſh his object, or to abate of his vigilance. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that this country formed an 
exception to all the other nations which had cruelly driven the 
French from their boſoms. He agreed, that among thoſe French- 
men who had teſided in this country previous to the French Revo- 
lution, there were ſome improper perſons ; but it was neceſſary to 
act cautionſly even againſt thoſe. But the perſons who came under 
the deſeription of Emigrants were very different from what the 
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honourable gentleman (Mr. Jones) had repreſented them to be. 
During the diſcuſſions which took place on the preſent ſubjeCt, theſe 
perſons had made it their humble requeſt to the Executive Govern. 


ment, that they might be permitted to draw their {words againſt any | 


' Frenchmen who ſhould attempt to invade this country. He re- 
joiced that the offer had been made; and he alſo rejoiced that it 
was not accepted not from any ſuſpicion that thoſe perſons would 
not act wich fidelity and bravery, but becauſe it was not neceſſary 
that we ſhould avail ourſelves of a foreign arm, while we had thou- 
ſands and hundreds of thouſands of our own countrymen to ue our 
battles. | 

Mr. MARTIN conſidered the clauſe propoſed by the honourable 


gentleman unnecetiary. 


The clauſe was then withdrawn; and the report lire revelied; 


the bill was ordered to be read a third time on Monday next. 


Monday, April 30. 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved the order of the day on the bill 
for better dividing the Militia into Regiments, Battalions and Com- 
panies, for augmenting the number of Field Officers, &c. | 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe 
upon the bill. 

Colonel MITFORD was as deſirous as any one could be to 
+ augment the military force of the country; but he thought that the 
Militia ſhould be governed by the Militia laws ; or, if they were to 


be amended, the amendments ſhould be of the ſame ſpirit as the 


old Militia law, inſtead of their being governed by thoſe who go- 
verned the Army; ; and any additional power that might be wanted 


for the appointment of officers, ought to be given to the Lords , 


Lieutenants of the Counties. He entered into a brief hiſtory of 
the Militia, and obſerved upon the conſtitutional jealouſy with 
which the Militia law was originally framed. He obſerved alſo, 
that in many reſpects the principle of that law had been departed 
from in the enactment of ſubſcquent ſtatutes upon that ſubject, and 
was ſtill farther departed from in the preſent bill. He thought 
that the qualification of the ſuperior officer ſhould be different from 
what the preſent bill required. He ſaid none of theſe things f joy 
any diſtruſt that he had in any part of our military force nor fr 

any want of confidence in Hig jeſty s Miniſters; Joi an 31 
theſe obfervations merely to call t the attention of if e pmmittse, t to_ 
the true Aale of, the 8 8 
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Mr. Secretary DUNDAS had great reſpe& for the honourable 
Member who had juſt ſpoken, both for his character and ſituation, 
He was perfectly ready to move for leave to withdraw this bill al- 
together, and to propoſe nothing whatever for the regulation of the 
Militia, provided that honourable gentleman could get any four 
Members of the Houſe to join him, and meet together, and bring 


forward any propofition whatever, which they would flatter the 


Houſe would have any general concurrence. But before the Com- 
mittee diſmiſſed the bill now before them, they would do well to 
recollect that this was not a bill for the regulation of any particular 
corps, but for a large eſtabliſhment, three times as large, and much 
more unwieldy, than any Militia that was known before in this 


country. It was a meaſure of neceſſity from the extraordinary 
fituation in which we ſtood. It was not a permanent meaſure ; it 


was to continue only during the war. Permanent regulations might 
be made upon the ſubject of Militia in time of peace. He thought 
there would be no conſtitutional jealouſy againſt a meaſure that had 
for its object 1 the regulation of a force for the defence of the country 
during war. He then went over the moſt material parts of the 


bill, and pointed out their uſe. If, however, any better plan could 


be adopted, he was perfectly ready to give up this, and wait any 
length of time for another (if the enemy was ready to do the ſame 
thing), provided any body had another to offer. 

General TARLETON thought many of the obſervations of the 
honourable gentleman who commenced this converſation quite con- 
ſtitutional; but he did not think they were well timed. We 
ſhould not now look at any thing but the crifis in which we are. 
To look at the fituation of this country and of the enemy, to ſup- 
port His Majeſty's Miniſters in every meaſure that tended to 
ſtrengthen the country, and to enable it to prepare for the enemy, 


was the great duty of that Houſe at the preſent moment. Arrange- 


ments of various kinds he hoped to ſee made at the concluſion of 
the war. 

Colonel SLOANE was of opinion alſo, that the eriſis in which 
Me are was chiefly to be looked to ; and we ſhould make our mili- 
tary force as powerful as poſſible, and that without loſs of time. 

The Committee then proceeded on the clauſes of the bill, and the 
report was ordered to be brought up to-morrow. 


The Houſe having reſumed the debate on the third —— of 


the Conſolidated Aﬀeſſed-tax Bill, 


Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY roſe, and moved as an n-amend- f 
ment to the bill, that it be allowed to vary, alter and amend the 


ſaid bill during the _ ſchon of Parliament, Agreed to, 
Yoke VI. M | 
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Mr. WIGLEY then moved, that fuch perſons as had horſes 
employed in the Provifional Cavalry, ſhould not be obliged to pay 
the triple tax for thoſe which they kept in lieu of the horſes ſo 
employed. 

Colonel PORTER ſupported the amendment ; which was op- 


Ayr 


now 
= deep! 
its or 
inſtri 


„ poſed by Mr. ROSE and Mr. BUXTON : after which the Houſ: . that: 
"3 divided: For the amendment, 18; Againſt it, 30. om 
| tents 


i Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY next moved, that thoſe who 


had made a fair return of their aſſeſſed taxes, according to the bill ſo em 


introduced laſt year, ſhould not now be obliged to give in a'new liſt oy 
to the Commiſſioners of Taxes, as is required by the new bill. as 
Mr. ROSE oppoſed this. amendment ; and complained bitterly 8 
of the evaſions that have been reſorted to by perſons kecping car- 8 
riages and horſes, &c. &c. which evaſions conſiderably contributed en 
to aggravate the burdens that already weighed ſufficiently heavy on "__ 
the people at large. The mode propoſed by the preſent bill was, . a 
in his mind, the only one that could make it effectual. aha 
Mr. WILBERFORCE was of opinion, that the regulations of 28 
the original bill ſnould be ſtrictly adhered to, as it would otherwiſe 2 
oblige Government to encourage ſpies about. the houſes of great men, * p 
and thus tend to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of eſp:9nage, to which he could G 
never lend his countenance and ſupport. 
Mr. DICKENS approved of the amendment. ord 
Sir William Pulteney's amendment was agreed to. i : 
The bill was then engroſſed, read a third time, and paſſed, "4 
The order of the day being read, for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf 3 5 
into a Committee on the bill for regulating the mode of carrying 25 ef 
ſlaves, 
Mr. WILLIAM SMITH roſe and ſaid, that on this ſubject he 
he had flattered himfelf that there prevailed but one opinion in the 8 
Houſe; for he had underſtood that, though the tonnage had been bis 5 
aceeded to as a proper criterion for ſhips carrying flaves, that erite- oy 
rion had nevertheleſs been acknowledged as inadequate ; ; and the 8 
more cloſely it had been examined, the more evident it appeared . 
that the ſuperficies of the deck, or the cubical contents between the 8. 
and it 
decks, was a far ſafer eriterion. This was obvious from duly at- * 
tending to the conſtruction of two veſſels, which, though they were F M 
of different capacities, one might be able to carry double the quan- ſuffer 
tity of goods, and till not have more tonnage than the other, When . 
this ſubject was diſeuſſed laſt year, there was ſcarcely heard a diſ- mall 
ſentient voice againſt the truth of this obſervation. This opinion Wl 7. 
of the Houſe has ſince, it ſeems, varied, by which his expectations M 
were highly diſappointed ; for an oppoſition, he underſtood, was t 
. 1 1 


* „ 


deeply embarked in the trade ſeemed determined to keep it up on 
W its ordinary footing. He would, however, move, T hat it be an 
inſtruction to the Committee to whom the ſaid bill was referred, 
that they be empowered to limit the number of {laves to be carried, 
according to the ſuperficial capacity of the decks, or the cubical con- 
tents between decks, and not according to the tonnage of the ſhips 
ſo employed. 

Mr. DENT felt himſelf diſpoſed to oppoſe the preſent motion; 


immediately to ſtop and wholly to aboliſh the ſlave trade —an at- 


open manner, had, however, met with the fate it deſerved. He 
would therefore move, that the Houſe do now adjourn. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE made no doubt but that it muſt be the 
wiſh of every man that the ſlaves ſhould he carried in the moſt caſy 
and comfortable manner poſſible. The mode now propoſed ſeemed 
to promiſe that better convenience; it fhould therefore have his 
moſt cordial ſupport. | 

Mr. DENT explained. 

General TARLETON faid, that it was with regret that he op- 
poſed a motion like the preſent, inaſmuch as it promiſed more com- 
fort and convenience to the ſlaves ; but he heard no new argument 
introduced to ſupport its neceſſity ; on the contrary, he muſt regard, 


15 diate abolition of the trade, and as wholly deſtructive of the hopes 
Jing which the late decifion of the Houſe on this ſubject had held out to 
ed the merchants who were deeply intereſted in this trade, as were thoſe 
. of Liverpool, Briſtol, and London. | 

= Colonel GASCOIGNE was happy to b in opinion with 
8 his honourablec olleague. | | 

Mr. BARHAM approved of the meaſure, as it went to diminiſh, 
Mi the number of ſlaves, and to ſecure their comfort and convenience 


the during the voyage. To ſuch meaſures* he would always aſſent; 


** preſent, they ſhould likewiſe have had his hearty concurrence. 


* Mr. SE WELL oppoſed the motion; and contended that the 
og ſufferings and mortality to which the ſlaves were ſaid to be expoſed, 


ic. Nuss, on an average, greater on the ſide of large ſhips than on that of 


ſmaller ones. 


Lord BELGRAVE wiſhed the buſineſs might be deferred. 


inion Ma 
tions 
. was 


N 2 


ArkfI 30.) DEBATES. 33 


now to be made againſt the propoſition, and thoſe who were moſt ' 


becauſe it appeared to him to be an indirect and inſidious attempt 


tempt which, though already made this ſeſſion in a fair, manly, and 


the introduction of the cubical ſuperficies as tantamount to an imme- 


and if all other motions reſpeQing the ſlave trade were ſimilar to the 


Mr. WILLIAM SMITH faid a few words in explanation; 
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after which the Houſe divided on the motion we: an adjournment : 


Fof it, 18; Againſt it, 34. W havii 
Mr. Smith's motion was conſequently carried, and was ordered to i well. 
be referred to the Comtnittce on Friday next. | viole 
thou 
with 
Tueſday, May 1. offer 
Mr. BURDON moved, that before any petition ſnould be re- him 
ceived by that Houſe for continuing any patent, notice thereof tion 
ſhould be inſerted three times in the London Gazette, and three call 
times in an Edinburgh paper, if the patent extended to Scotland, in ever 
the month of Avguſt and September, previous to the meeting of the 
Parliament, which advertiſement ſhould contain an account of wer 
the length of time, and other circumſtances, intended to be ap: | end 
| ped for. 


This motion having been agreed to, it was farther ordered to be 
made a ſtanding order of the Houſe. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he had, on a former day, made a 5 
upon the conduct of Mr. Juſtice Finacune, on the trial of Mr. R. 
Oc*Connor : he was led into an erroneous opinion by the ſtatement 
of the papers; but, ſince that time, he had received a letter from 
Mr. O*Connor, which he would read. He accordingly read the 
letter, which bore teſtimony of the correct and proper conduct of 
Mr. Juſtice Finacune to the writer. This letter, he ſaid, did Mr. 
OfConnor great credit, as it ſhewed he was deſirous that the foun- 
tains of juſtice ſhould appear uncorrupted. 

The honourable GEORGE WALPOLE tated, that on the 
18th of December, 1795, hoſtilities were terminated by the unpa- 
ralleled gallantry and preſence of mind of the officers employed on | 
that day between His Majeſty's forces and the Margons of Tre- 
lawney town. A truce enſued upon the ſpot, which brought on 
| propoſals from the Maroons which he granted, and Lord Balcarres 

- ratified. On this he executed his commiſſion ſucceſsfully and 
faithfully, little ſuſpecting that he was to have been made the in- 
ſtrument of one of the moſt on - violations of public faith this 
age had to bluſh for. 

He felt himſelf called by perſonal motives, as well as by motiyes 
of juftice, humanity, and policy, to make this effort to draw the at- 
tention of the Houſe to the affair; for he would ſay, however like 
boaſting ie migen appear, that the confidence the Marpons: placed on 

him, „their relfänee on his affertion that the name of the King was 
33 Anvibladde, and that no officer dared to pledge that ſacred word to 2 
Plſchood under pain of —_— his! head, was the principal e eauſc 


+ 
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of their conſenting not to this particular treaty, but to any treaty, 


having a ſtrong, and as the event had fatally proved it to them, a 
well- grounded diſtruſt of European faith; for this treaty had been 
violated, and the gallant and loyal 8 whom it would have coſt 


= thouſands of men and millions of money to have reduced, were, 


without a ſhadow of juſtice or policy, made the victims of the 
offended pride and timid jealouſy of the iſland of Jamaica. He felt 
himſelf the more called upon by reaſon of the unwarrantable aſſer- 


tions contained in a publication by the aſſembly of that iſland, to 


call for proof of them at the bar, and in his turn to aſſert, that in 
every reſpect did the Maroons virtually and ſubſtantially fulfil all 


the ſtipulations required of them by treaty ; in no reſpect whatever 


were they guilty af thoſe abominable exceſſes with which it had been 
endeavoured in that publication to inflame the feelings, and preju- 
dice the mind of the public. 

What had been the cauſe of the war, it was foreign to his pur- 
poſe to examine. The Maroons were a people jealous of their 
liberty, and ſtrongly attached to their natural rights. The Planters 
of Jamaica, perhaps, dreaded the effect of that example on the 
minds of their ſlaves; the finances of the iſland were flouriſhing, 
and they conſidered the Maroons an eaſy conqueſt, Stultitiam 
patiuntur opes: ** the rich are privileged to be fools.” If he ſhould, 
however, be aſked what had been the reaſon of hoſtilities on the 
part of the Maroons, he would ſay juſtifiable reſiſtance, not, in- 
deed, with them a matter of prudence, but of neceſſity; it had been 
reliſtance againſt aggreſſion, reſiſtance againſt tyrannic encroach- 
ment : they made war, as freedom ever would make war, with all 
the valour of independence ; and peace, as peace ſhould be made,.in 
the very ſpirit of peace, in all its genuine confidence and good faith. 
The treaty conſiſted of three articles : F irſt, that they would on 
their knees beg the King's pardon; ſecond, that they would go to 
the old town, Montego Bay, or any other place that might be 
pointed out, and would ſettle on whatever lands the Governor, 
Council, and Aſſembly, might think proper to allot; and third, 
that they would give up all runaways. This truly was immedi- 
ately executed by Montague James. It was continued, as appeared 
by various parts of correſpondence between Lord Balcarres and 
General Walpole, to another body of the Maroons, which were 
poſted at a conſiderable diſtance under the command of Johnſtone 


It was alledged, that Johnſtone had not ſurrendered within the time 
- ſjpulated. To what had this been owing? Jo their ſuſpicions of us, 
and to debates natural enough; to people in the ſtate of ſociety which 
they: were, to the natural impediments of the country, to the num 
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ber of children and pregnant women, ſome of whom were delivered 
on their way to perform the treaty ; and yet what had been this 
delay fo much infifted upon? —a delay of three days only. Were 
we, ſaid General Walpole, under theſe circumſtances, to expect 
punctuality or European etiquette from Savages in the wilds of Ja- 
maica ? Soon after the ſurrender of Johnſtone, orders came from 
Lord Balcarres, intimating the determination of the Aſſembly to 
have.the Maroons brought before them. It was plainly to be ſeen 
that this order would alarm them, and that an attempt to eſcap- 
would be made, which in that country it would have been impoff. 
ble entirely to have prevented. He had therefore ſent for thelr 
Chiefs, defiring them not to be alarmed ; that no infraction of the 
treaty was intended, and that they ſhould find him at Spaniſh Town, 
ready to give his evidence as to every part of the tranſactions as they 
had really occurred; and he concluded by expreſſing his reliance 
upon them that they would prevail with their people to go quietly 
on board the veſſels. The Chiefs in return expreſſed a perfect con- 
fidence in him, and prevailed with thcir people to buy accordingly. 
On their arrival in the harbour of Port Royal, they were not ſuffered 
to diſembark. The whole proceedings were locked up in a Secret 
Committee, before which he received orders to be in readineſs to be 
examined; and here he ſaid, that he muſt refer to a letter from 
Lord Balcarres, a letter which did the noble Lord infinite credit, and: 
in which he faid to the General, From the high ſituation which 
you have filled, from the intercourſe and converfations you have 
had with theſe Maroons, and above all, that theſe unhappy people 
may have every circumſtance adduced to the Aſſembly that can operate 
in their favour, it may be fair and right in you to give an opinion 
if you are ſo inclined, how far, in your conception, theſe people have 
complied with the articles of that treaty.” —* Whatever opinions we 
may hold reſpecting the treaty, we are united in the ſentiment of bring- 
ing the matter before the public in the fulleſt and faireſt manner.“ 
A confiderable time elapſed without his receiving any ſummons to 
attend, when he learnt, to his aſtoniſhment, that the Committee 
were on the point of cloting their proceedings. He accordingly ex- 
preſſed his with to be examined, and was given to underſtand, that 
the Committee were ſatisfied with ſuch evidence as had already been 
produced; and their report was pretty generally known to be the 
tranſportation of the Maroons. All that remained for him to do, 
vas there fore to draw up a petition to the Houſe of Aſſembly, 
ſtating, that he was privy to many material circumſtances relative to 
the Maroons, which no perſon knew of but himſelf ; and he begged 
permiſſion ta ſtate them at their bar, or to be examined as they ſhould * 


Mar 1. D Sp 


think proper. The ſame kind of ſpirit prevailed in the Houſe as 
in their Committee. The petition was rejected. Such was the 
law, and ſuch the juſtice of the Aſſembly of Jamaica. | 
But it might be right (he ſaid) to examine what would be the ' 1 
probable conſequences to the ifland hereafter. The Maroons were | g 9 
the ſccurity of the iſland againſt foreign invaſion and domftic rebel- = 
lion. The farmer was now gone between the Mountains and the 55 
Lowlands; an hoſtile race would ſpring up in thoſe woods which 
would hereafter, by ſome terrible act of revenge, teach the planters 
of Jamaica to regulate their conduct in the obſervance of future 
treaties by thoſe principles which morality ought, in this inſtance, 
to have ſuggeſted. Perhaps it might again be doubted, as had been 
on a former night, what would be his motives for bringing this 
affair forward. In anſwer he would only fay, that he had made a 
promiſe, and he intended to perform it; was that a juſtifiable rea- 
ſon for his conduct? Moreover the right honourable gentleman 
had given an aſſurance that ſome ſtep ſhould be taken, and ſome re- 
medy applied to the fituation of the Maroons; and he had this ſeſſion 
ſtood up and ſaid, that no ſtep had been taken; was that a juſti- 
fiable reaſon for his conduct ? "ih 
Here then (ſaid Mr. Walpole) the matter 2 ; a people whom \FY 
no force could have ſubdued, relying upon the facred name of the | 
King pledged to them by me, have been duped into a ſurrender ; Wh: 
condemned upon evidence ex parte, and baniſhed without even the f 
form of a trial. All the privileges of the accuſed ; the examina- 
tion and croſs-examination of witneſſes viva voce at the bar; the 
ſafeguard of juſtice, which conſiſts in its publicity, transferred to the 
lock-up myſtery of a private chamber; the officer who carried on 
and concluded: the treaty by which they ſurrendered, not admitted, 
as an evidence, nor themſelves ſuffered to make a defence againſt 
one ſingle allegatian. In order, therefore, that we may look for- 
ward to the future ſafety of Jamaica without apprehenſion, and look 
on what is paſt without ſhame, he coneluded by moving, „ That 
the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe to 
conſider of the negotiation entered into between Majer-General 
Walpole and the Maroons of Trelawney Town, in the ifland of 1 
Jamaica, and how far the ſame has been obſerved or not.“ 1 
The honourable Mr. Walpole then ſaid, that he ſhould name a 4 
day to examine evidence; and he would never deſire to be believed . 
again if he did not ſubſtantiate by that evidence _ rn he i 
had aſſerted. 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS "ITY that when the honourable gen- 
tleman alluded laſt year to this ſubject, he did not then ſtate — in- 
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tention of making a farther inquiry into it, provided he was fatis- 
fied that the 'Maroons had been treated with humanity and atten- 
tion. The honourable General ſurely could not have forgotten the 


declaration he made laſt year, nor could he contend that his preſent | 


conduct was in any degree conſiſtent with thoſe declarations. The 
conduct of the honourable General was much more conſiſtent laſt 
year than it was at preſent, becauſe he then expreſſed his anxiety to 


be informed of their ſituation, and ſaid, that if his information was 


ſatisfactory, he did not mean to puſh the inquiry any farther : but 
what was his conduct now? He wanted to inſtitute an inquiry 
into the conduct of the Iſland of Jamaica, in an affair relating ſolely 
to the internal concerns of the iſland. Suppoſe for a moment, that 
Houfe ſhould concur with the honourable General in his motion, he 


did not ſee how they were to proceed : did the honourable General | 


propoſe to bring the Aſſembly of Jamaica before the bar of the Houſe 
of Commons of England? He had ſpoken of proceeding ex part: 
againſt the Maroons ; but it would ſurely be as unfair to inveſtigate 
the conduct of ſuch a body as the Aſſembly of Jamaica, upon ex 
parte ſtatement. Yet that muſt be the intention of the honourable 
General, for he could not ſuppoſe the Aſſembly of Jamaica could 
appear at the bar of the Houſe of Commons by Friday ſe'nnipht. 
He wiſhed therefore very much that the honourable General would 
explain what poſſible line of proceeding he could adopt, ſuppoſing 
his motion was fucceſsful ? With reſpect to the pledge which the 
honourable general had ſaid that Government had given upon that 


ſubject, he could only ſay, that Government had given no pledge ; 


they had ſtated, that they would make an inquiry into the fituation 


of the Maroons; to ſatisfy the honourable General, both as to the 


fact of Government having made the inquiry, and as to the reſult 
of the inquiry, he ſhould refer him to the papers which had been 
laid upon the table of the Houſe. Every gentleman who examined 
thoſe' papers muſt be ſatisfied that the Maroons had experienced no 
want of atterition; on the contrary, the utmoſt care was taken of their 
religion, of their morals, of their property, and of their habitations, 
and of their children. Upon any of theſe facts, no man could en- 
tertain a doubt, unleſs they diſbelieved the return which had been 
made by the Governor of Nova Scotia, He begged leave here to 
ſay a few words reſpecting that gentleman. He had not the honour 


of being perfonally acquainted with him; he had only ſeen him once 
before he went but in his preſent ſtation, but from what he had uni- 


formly heard of his abilities, of his attention, and of his humanity, 


he Had conſidered himſelf as bound to recommend him to His Ma- ; 
jeſty : 5 * proper perfon to fill chat important office; boat every part | 
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of 85 John Wentworth's conduct ſigee he went ont, had completely. 
juſtiticd the appointment. If there were any proofs wanting to 
prove, that the gentleman he was alluding, to, poſſeſſed thoſe quali- 
feations, he need only refer to the correſpondence before the Houſe, 
which muſt ſatisfy every gentleman upon that ſubject. He defired 
to aſk what poſſible intereſt the Governor of Nova Scotia could have 
in having a body of people, who were not very far removed from a 
ſavage ſtate, placed under his care? or what poſſible intereſt could 
he have in diſobeying the orders he had received from the Duke of 
Portland, to treat theſe people with care and humanity? He wiſhed | 
any gentleman, would fairly compare the fituativn of the Maroons, 
while in Jamaica, with their preſent fituation, with all the care and N 
attention that was paid to them. If they were to make compari- | 
ſons, he did not really think that the humanity of the Aſſembly of. 
: Jamaica, or of the Governor of Nova Scotia, would ſuffer much 
by being compared with that of the honourable General. Mr. 1 
Dundas then proceeded to read a letter from General Walpole to þ 
Lord Balcarres,, in which he propoſes to ſettle the Maroons in the 
Lowlands, near Spaniſh Town, and adds, that the uſe of the ſpirits. 
which they would then get, would ſoon enervate that hardy conſti- | 
Wtution which they had acquired on the mountains. This was the "I 

way in which the honourable General propoſed to ſerve them, and 4 
e believed the Houſe would be inclined to think there was more hu- 

manity in placing them in a ſituation where their health and their 
morals were attended to, than by deſtroying both, by giving them 
an opportunity, of indulging in the uſe of ſpirits. Upon theſe grounds 
| hoped the Houſe would concur with him in thinking FO wes 
Du not to coneur in the preſent motion. 

Mr. TIERNEY roſe to ſupport the motion of his Pare. bas 
and pallant friend, whoſe anxiety upon this ſubject was not oniyx 
atural, but laudable, becauſe he was the officer who had the com- 
and upon the oceaſion. Theſe men had placed the greateſt reli- „ 
ance in his honour; and he was the more anxious, becauſe the 
reaty was made with men who could neither read nor write. His .. * 
onourable friend had tated, in the moſt explicit manner, what me 
round of his charge was, and he had hitherto received no anſwer. .. 

He did expect that the conduct which had been adopted by the A- 
embly of Jamaica, would have been juſtified, under a Pretence 
hat the Maroons had been guilty of an infraction of , the, treaty. 

One part of the complaint of his honourable friend Fas, that 3 
not examined before the Committee of the Adel of Jar 2; 
aca ; and the right honourable Secretary, had, align ed eon 


8 juſtif them in not — him. —_ if they really 1 wanted * 
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to obtain information, they —_ have applied to the officer who 
had, by his tkill and gallantry, brought the conteſt to ſo favourab!: 
a concluſion: he was the man the moſt likely to be able to give 


them information upon the ſubject, and yet they poſitively declined i 


calling him. The Aſſembly of Jamaica had, in the fulleit and 
moſt explicit manner, teftified their approbation of his honourabk 
friend's conduct during that war : they voted him a ſword of five 
hundred guineas value, as a teſtimony of their regard. They might 


have the beſt evidence to guide their judgements, but they would 


not take it, becauſe they were determined to ſend theſe unfortunate 
people out of the ifland ; and the treaty was, in fact, made a trap 
to deceive them. He was aſked, whether the Aﬀembly of Jamaica 
could be brought to the bar by Friday ſe'nnight ? Nobody ſup- 
poſed they could ; but the Ifland of Jamaica had a perſon here to 
watch over their intereſts; ; that gentleman was known to be parti- 
cularly attentive to his duty, and if any papers or documents were 


wanting to juſtify the conduct of the Aſſembly, that gentleman | 


would undoubtedly apply to the Houſe to give farther time, The 
Houſe ought to conſider what would be the conſequence of their 
rejecting this motion, before they came to a decifion upon the ſub- 
jet. Did they mean that in future there ſhould be no poſſibility 
of entering into any treaty with people of this deſcription? For 
that muſt be the reſult of it. So that if in future any war ſhould 
break out with the Maroons in Jamaica, it muſt be a war of exter- 
mination. Another queſtion to be conſidered was this, could' any 
Britiſh officer conſent to ſerve the Iſland of Jamaica after the treat- 
ment his honourable friend had received ? The right honourable 


Secretary had entered into a long vindication of the conduct of the 
Governor of Nova Scotia, which never had been attacked by any 
. perſon; the complaint was againſt the conduct of the Aſſembly of 
Jamaica, and not againſt Sir John Wentworth He had a very 
high opinion of that gentleman's humanity, but no humanity or at- 
tention could make theſe people happy who were taken from the 
burning heats of Jamaica, and W to the ſevere colds of Non 


Mr. SEWELL juſtified the condydt of the Aſſembly of Jamaica 
He ſaid, that, from the way in which the honourable gentleman had 
ſtated this ſubject, the Houſe might naturally be led to ſuppoſe that 
all the Maroons had been ſent out of Jamaica; but that was by n 


means the caſe ;. thoſe who were not in the rebellion were not diſ- 


| turbed at all : : and of thoſe who were aQually in arms againſt the 
- Iſland, all who, in conformity to the terms of the treaty, ſurrendered 
by the firſt of anuary, and many others + who, n actual 
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engaged in the rebellion, had, after coming in, contributed their 
endeavours to bring in the reſt, were ſuffered to remain. He did 
not by any means wiſh to derogate from the praiſe which had been 
beſtowed upon the honourable General; he certainly was entitled to 
the higheſt approbation for the {kilt and vigour with which. he con- 
duced that- war ; but allowing him every degree of merit, he could 
not acquieſe in the ſtatement he had made. It had been repreſented 
as a very conſiderable grievance, that theſe Maroons had been tranſ- 
ported from the burning heats of Jamaica to the ſevere colds of 
Nova Scotia. Their tranſportation thither, as far as the iſland of 
Jamaica was concerned, was a meaſure merely proviſional : they 
were not ſent to Halitax as to the place of their final ſettlement. 
The Legiſlature of Jamaica, he obſcrved, could have no authority 
to determine that. They were ſent there, as to a place which af- 
forded no very tedious or uncertain paſſage, while it removed them 


at once to a reaſonable diſtance from Jamaica; but they were there 


to await His Majeſty's pleaſure with regard to their final diſpoſal and 
ſettlement. His Majeſty's Government judged their ſettlement in 
Nova Scotia to be practicable and proper, and ordered them to be 
ſettled there accordingly. It was not, however, he ſaid, to be un- 
derſtood that there exiſts that cruelty in eſtabliſhing the Maroons in 
Nova Scotia which the honourable gentlemen were willing to im- 
pute. Other Negroes are well ſettled in Nova Scotia; and ſome 
who, not more than twelve or thirteen years ago, removed thither 
from the ſouthernmoſt regions of North America, are already in 
poſſeſſion of valuable tracts of land, well ſtocked and improved, and 
otherwiſe become rich and opulent, and happy, by the application 


merely of their own perſonal labour and induſtry. The Houſe; he 


ſaid, ought alfo to know, that the Maroons had been accuſtomed: to 
a climate very different from what had been called the © burning 
| heats of Jamaica.” They did not live (as the honourable General 
would have had them) in the Low-lands. They occupied : (as the 
hondurable General in his letter had expreſſed it) “ an healthy 
mountainous fituation ;” and with reſpe to tranſitions from heat 
to cold, which is deemed fo great a grievance, he believed the Fre- 


lawny Maroon lands are nearly as cool as the mountains of Ligu- 


anga: and the honourable General himſelf, he -preſumed, muſt 
know, that between the town of Kingſton in Jamaica and a ſettle- 
ment called Cold Spring, not more than twelve miles off at the 
back of it, there exiſted a difference of climate; of not leſs than 


from twenty to twenty-five degrees. If the Maroons were leſs ad- 


vanced in their intended ſettlement than might have been expected, 
and were to be wiſhed, Mr. Sewell ſaid, it had been owing to tha 
N 2 5 
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3 which had been induſtriouſſy chrown in their way, 


by promiſing them a removal to a different elimate. He did not 


know that the honourable General had himſelf eneburaged their 
views of being embodied for ſervice at the Cape of Good Hope; | 


but he thought it not impoſſible that that ſhould have been the 
caſe, as he obſerved the honourable General, in one of his letters to 
Lard Balcarres, had before propoſed their being formed into a corps 
of Rangers. But, be that as it might, it was notorious their pro- 
greſs towards ſettling themſelves had been ſhamefully diſcouraged 
and retarded. In this, however, he was happy to ſay, neither the 
Government of this Country nor of Jamaica were in the leaſt to 
blame: the former, he ſaid, had ſhewn, in the correſpondence which 
he had peruſed, a zeal which the warmeſt friends of the Maroons 


- muſt be ſatisfied with; and as for the liberality of Jamaica, the ff 


Aſſembly of that iſland had already voted, in leſs than two years, a 
fum little ſhort of 50,0001. on their account : and he begged to aſk 
any gentleman, whether, if perſons in this country had taken up 
arms againſt the Government, they would be _ to be treated 


; fo well. 


Mr. Sewell then obſerved, - that the breach of the treaty by the 


ds} in not ſurrendering themſelves, had been too ſlightly men- 


tioned to need much inſiſting on. If it had been made material to 
diſcuſs it, he ſaid, he was ready to have met it, and to have proved 
to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, that previous to the ſurrender of the 


ſirſt body of the Maroons, under Johnſtone, their chief, Lord Bal- 


carres had ifſued an order to the honourable General, in rather pe- 
remptory terms too, to march againſt them, and that the honourablc 
General had acknowledged the receipt of that order, and had pro- 


miſed implicit obedience to it; and that at that time, when the ho- 


nourable General was moſt clekidly no longer authorized to negotiate, 
the party under Johnſtone, which was the firſt body that came in, 
had not ſurrendered. Mr. Sewell then inſiſted, the Maroons had 
not delivered up the runaway negroes, according to the third article 
of the treaty; but, ſo far from it, they had even endeavoured to 
protect and conceal, under the name of Maroons, ſuch few of them 
as endeavouret to impoſe themſelves upon the country, by coming 
in with and as a part of the people. The conſequence of the 


breach of the treaty in this reſpect was nothing leſs, he ſaid, than 


that the runaways had fince actually iſſued forth in arms from the 
eee Furrer rem _ Arlene” we 

' With regard to the propoſed: Ak into the 85 the 
i et Mr. Sewell firenuouſly reſiſted the confiders 
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L . 
tion of ſueh a propoſition for a moment; it being, he ſaid, no other 
than a wild and moſt extravagant conceit of an unheard-of juriſ- 
diction over the proceedings of the legiſlative. authority of that 
iſland. 

Mr. Sewell concluded with a defence of the pebsssdigg⸗ of the 
Aſſembly of Jamaica, and eontended, that their conduct through- 
out had been guided. by juſtice, and marked with humanity. 

Mr. BARHAM ſaid, he was ſorry that, for the reaſons ſtated by 
the right honourable Secretary, they could not enter into the propoſed 
Committee, becauſe he was convinced that the more this ſubje& 


was inquired into, the more the eonduct of the A of Ja- 


maica would meet with approbation. 
The correſpondence before the Houſe proved, in the cleareſt 


manner, that it was the Maroons who broke the treaty, becauſe it - 


appeared that after the treaty had been ſigned, they were in a ſtate 
of hoſtility, and farther negotiations were carried on with them. 


With reſpe& to the humanity of the caſe, he agreed with the right 


honourable Seeretary that it was much more humane to ſend them 
to Nova Scotia, than to place them in a ſituation where, by the fa- 
cility with which they would get liquors, their health would be de- 
ſtroyed. It had been ſaid, that it was cruel to tranſport them to ſo 
cold a climate ; but he begged to. obſerve, that this change of climate 
was no more than what was experienced by many gentlemen, Either 
in performance of their duty, in attending to their 3 or in gra- 
tiffing their curioſity. 

An honourable gentleman had ſaid, that there was no occaſion to 
have ſpoken of the character of Sir John Wentworth: in anſwer to 
this he ſhould only ſay, that it was important to know that he was a 
man of high honour and-humanity, when they had his letters before 
them, giving an account of the ſituation of the Maroons. He was 
of opinion that there was conſiderable reparation due to the Govern- 
ment of Jamaica, for the attack which had been made upon- it, and 
he ſhould himſclf make a motion to that effect. 

Mr. TIERNEY and Mr. BARHAM explained, 

The honourable GEORGE WALPOLE replied to the dif- 
ferent arguments which had been urged againſt his motion. 
A learned gentleman had obſerved, that he had not been an enemy 
to the deſtruction of the Maroons by having adviſed their being 


numbers. Now, how was the real fact? What had been the cauſe 
of this letter? The propriety, nay, the abſolute neceſſity of ſend- 
ing the Maroons from the iſland, had been openly diſcuſſed ,in con- 
-»Verſations,. and a pre- determination to violate the terms of the treaty 


| ſettled in the Lowlands, where ſpirits would ſoon decreaſe their 
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ſcemed much the faſhion; and the argument was, that it would be 
impoſſible to truſt them. What was he to do? That, to be ſure, 
which appeared to him moſt likely to do away the timidity of the 
planters. He had therefore ſtated that idea, but he had ſtated 
others alſo, among which was another which he then recollected, 
viz. to form them into one or more companies of Rangers, one of 
which was to have been ſtationed at the Maroon town, a ſecond on 
HeQor's river, and a third at the Barracks on Great River. Of 
two evils, he had choſen the leaſt ; he was to aceede to any thing 
within the letter of the terms, rather than to permit them to be vio- 
lated : but becauſe he had held out various propofals as expedient, 
and as infJucements ta the Houſe of Aſſembly not to be guilty of a 
breach of the treaty, could it thereſore be argued that he would not 
have preferred a more liberal and generous conſtruction of it? 
He noticed Mr. Dundas's obſervation, that there was not any power 
to bring the Aſſembly of Jamaica before that Houſe, and argued, 
that it was an aflumed power which was not veſted in them legally, 
which they had exerciſed in refpet to the treaty ; that it was a 
power which properly belonged to the Executive; and it would be 
for His Majeſty's Miniſters to account why they had adviſed him to 
diſpenſe with his prerogative only o the opprethon of his ſubjeQs : 
and viewing it in that light, it was a curious reaſon to urge for the 
Houſe to ſhut their ears againſt a groſs breach of national faith. It 
had been urged by the Ailembly, that the run1ways had not been 
delivered up; and the evidence of Lord Balcarres had been reſorted: 
to to prove that they had ſurrendered in the character of Maroons. 
Certainly they had; but let us examine the matter deeper; it had 
been fo agreed upon between him and the Maroons, from the im- 
praQicability of otherwiſe getting them out of the woods ; but at 
the inſtant of their ſurrender, they dictated a liſt diſtinguiſhing the 
Maroons, from the runawzys, which liſt he tranſmitted to Lord 
Balearras; and it was according to this liſt that the Maroons had 
been en from the runaways, and the former lodged in the 
Barracks, and the latter in the jail of Montego Bay. 

But if any doubts had exiſted in the minds of the 8 the 
printed correſpondence on their table would: ſoon have cleared it 
up ; for Lord Balcarres, in his letter, March 16th, 1796, himſelf 
makes the diſtindion,; and it is marked in various other letters: 
and yet with all this printed evidenee before them explanatory of 
Lord Balearres anſwer, the Aſſembly decided as if -the tuna ways 
had not been ſurrendered. A learned gentleman (Mr. Sewell) had 
; Rated his opinion, that the time for fulfilling the treaty had elapſed ; 
undoubtedly. it was his opinion, and he had ſo ſubmitted it ts the 
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Governor ; it was his duty to have done fo : but if the honourable 


gentleman would read, he would ſee that the negotiations had been 
continued with . Johnſtone. The honourable gentleman had ſtated 
them to have terminated-on the firſt of January. Now what did 


the Governor ſay in his letter of the 13th of January ? „I think 
you may give them ill to-morrov) at two o'clock to come in.” Again, 
in his directions to General Walpole through Major Browne, he 
defires him expreſsly to continue negotiating till Saturday the 23d of 
the ſame month. After theſe proofs, did the honourable gentleman 
now doubt whether or not the negotiations had been continued after 
the firſt of January? or did he ſuppoſe that Lord Balcarres had been 
carrying on a moek negotiation ; or that if he had, that he (General 
Walpole) would have ſtooped to have become the inſtrument of 
ſuch an abominable piece of perfidy * The honourable gentleman 
had dwelt much on the humanity of the Aſſembly in granting 
2,500l. to the Maroons on their tranſportation, and had entered, he 
thought, into a compariſon between him and them on that ground. 
Surely, Sir, ſaid Mr. Walpole, when the honourable gentleman 
talks thus, he muſt mean it upon the principle of the motto of the 
grinning club © Daturetriori,” „ the uglieſt grinner ſhall be the 
winner.” But let it be examined in what that humanity conſiſted; 
it conſiſted in tranſporting a whole people, in direct violation of che 
ſtipulated terms of a capitulation from the hotteſt climate under the 
torrid zone to the coldeſt region in North America. Was that the 
humanity of which the honourable Member is ſo proud to boaſt ? 
Was that the Panacea with which he intended to heal the wounded 
conſciences of his friends in Jamaica? Oh, worthy advocate of 
ſuch a body ! Oh ,—[the Speaker here interrupted, as it appeared 
tending, to perſonality] —Mr. Walpole ſtated, that nothing was far- 
ther from his intention; but that when the honourable Member 
talked of humanity, he fancied it would be to his vote that night 
that the Houſe would look for his humanity, and not to his own 
recommendation. General Walpole inſiſted that the Maroons had 
fulfilled the terms of the treaty, and that it had been groſsly violated 
by the ifland of Jamaica. He put the caſe of the ſeamen laſt year, 
and aſked, whether, when you had got them into your power, by 
holding out a pardon, you would have ventured to violate them? 


and why a diſtinction was now to be made as to one body which 


8 dared not to attempt as to the other? 


8 


ne Houſe divided: For the —_— 1 ; Againſt * 35. Gy 
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 Hedmſday, May 2. 


Ar. ChariceHor PTT T faid, that as ſome material alterations | 
had been made in the bill for the redemption of the land tax, and | 
ſeveral clauſes had been introduced to make it complete, he ſhould 
therefore propofe to go into the Committee to-day, for the ſole pur. 
poſe" of filling up the blanks ; and it was his intention to have it 


 recommitted afterwards. He conſequently | wiſhed to know, whe- 


ther the" Houſe, previous to his moving the order of the day, would 
accede to that mode of proceeding. 
After ſome remarks from Mr. JOLLIFFE, Sir J. SINCLAIR; 
and Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY, in which they declared them- 
ſelves unfriendly to the principle of the bill, but acceded to Mr. Oy s 
on, 
Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, that if the Houſe conſentes to the 
propoſal, the bill would be recommitted again, and they 8 
* to his leaving the chair. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that he did not propoſe to have the 
bill recomimitted at an earlier day than Menday next. 
Mr. BASTARD was of opinion, that the right e 
fleman's propofal was very fair and unobjectionable. 
The Houſe then reſol ved itſelf into the Committee, Mr. HO- 
BART in the chair. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT thought it neceſſary to ſtate, for the ſa- 
tisfaction of the gentlemen preſent, that as the motives for poſt- 
ng the ballot for the Committee to try the Tewkeſbury petition 
. ceaſed, there would be no nnpediment to proceed wow the 
ballot to-mbtrow. 
Mr. Chancellor Pitt, after ting a ſhort review of the original 
terms of the purchaſe of the land tax, with reſpect to landholders 
and third perſons, ſtated, that the principal clauſe to be now intro- 
ddced, altered the nature of the terms, as it was propoſed to give to 
the landhofders'the right to purchaſe at cighteen years'putchaſe, and 
when the ftocks were at fifty. © The third perſons were to buy the 
tat at twenty years purchaſe, as the terms originally ſtood. 
Mr. HUSSEY withed to Khow what t difference of loſs would 
then ariſe to the public. . 
Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that the propoſed goin would be 
proportionably y reduced. © 
The blanks were filled up, the report received, and orders tobe 
I into farther conkideration on n next. PL u 0c 
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Mar 4. "DEBATES, 
Thurfday, May 3. 
The report of the Salt-duty Bill was brought up and agreed to; 
and on the motion that it be read a third time, 
Mr. TIERNEY faid, there was a deſcription of people _ 
would be materially affected by the bill, and therefore he wiſhed the 
third reading might be poſtponed till means might be adopted for 
their relle. | obo! 
Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that an — ſhould be 4 
adopted which, he hoped, would be ſatisfactory to the bakers, who | 
were the peaple he ſuppoſed the honourable gentleman alluded to. . 
The Magiſtrates. ſhould be enabled to raiſe the aſſize of bread in i 
proportion to che extra expence which bakers might incur, in conſe- 1 
quence of the increaſed duty on ſalt ; and the fixing on to-morrow i 
for the third. reading would not prevent that expedient from being ug 
adopted., The bill was then ordered to be read a third time to- 1 
morrow. | ; 
Mr. Alderman COMBE aid he had not been conſulted upon this } 
matter, but he underſtood that an arrangement had. taken place be- 
tween the Bakers and the Chancellor of the Exchequer. | 
The amendments. were then read and agreed to, and the bill « or- 
dered to be read a third time to-morrow, if then engroſſed. 2 
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"ih the, motion 7 the third reading of the W Bl, 3 #1 
Mr. HOBHOQUSE faid, he did not mean to oppoſe this Bey but | 
be was apprehenfive it would fall heavier upon the lower orders of | 
ſociety than was expected, becauſe, perſons who ſold. articles, in 5 
which ſalt was uſed, would of courſe increaſe their, price, to the | 

conſumer. - | 

Mr. M ARTIN gave great credit to the 8 of 1 the Exe 

chequer for the goodneſs of his intentions, but he was afraic that 
notwithſtanding every precaution, this tax would fall very heavy 
upon the poorer part of ſociety. It was very well known, that in 
the country the principal food of the peaſants and labourers. was 
bacon, the price of which muſt be e affected by a tas. 
upon ſalt. 4.4 iN 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that 2 as neither of the gentlemen 3 
Hoa auf cb had oppoſed the bill, he ſhould only trouble the = 


Houſe with a few words, From every, inguiry.y He. had made. 2 
this ſubjeA, both before and fince the time when he propoſed t 


tax, he was confirmed in the belief, that the calculation he had 
F 
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made was correct. It was impoſſible. that any calculation could, 
in a matter of this kind, be uniformly accurate; The tax muft 
fall more ſeverely upon ſome than upon others: but it was a great 
conſolation: to know, that in thoſe caſes in which the tax came to 
more than he had eſtimated, there would probably exiſt an increaſed 
capability of paying it. He had uſed every endeavoùr in his power, 
both in the preſent and in former inſtances, to make the burdens 
which the exigencies of the State rendered it neceſſary to ĩimpoſe, as 
light as poſſible to the poorer orders of the people. But he muft 
here repeat what he had ſaid upon a former occaſion, that when 
fuch a great increaſe had been made to the burdens: of the people, 
in which the lower orders had been ſo peculiarly ſpared, it was no 
more than what policy and juſtice required, that they Gund? contri- 
bute ſome portion for the general defence. 

Mr. W. BIRD was apprehenſive that this! tax ad have a 
2 effect on the price of bread; a trifling addition to the 
price of a loaf was of no conſequence to a gentleman, but it would 
de ſeverely felt by the poor, particularly in manufacturing towns, 
and therefore he was very anxious that ſome meaſure ſhould be 
adopted to prevent the price of bread being increaſed by this tax. 

The LORD MAYOR (Sir J. W. Anderſon, Baronet) ſaid, it 
would affect the price of bread very little indeed; it appeared, upon 
the moſt-accurate calculation, that it would not add one fourth of a 
fartking: to the price of a loaf, * 

Mr. WILLIAMM SMITH wiſhed to know whether any: draw 
backs: Were: to be allowed ? - . 

Mr. Chancellor PITT Wed that he was + to the REY 
ing of .drawbacks, unleſs very good reaſons could be affigned for 
them. It was; however, in contemplation to bring in a bill to re- 

gulate the collection of this duty, and if any drawbacks were neceſ{- 
ſarxy, they might then be propoſed. He deſired, however, not to be 
underſtood as; giving his aſſent to any propoſition of the kind. 

+» Thehill-was then read a third time, and paſſed." 

Tbe LORD-MAYOR (Sir J. W. Anderſon, Baronet) roſe, in 
purſuknce of his notice, to move for leave to bring in a bill to alter 
and amend the laws reſpecting bread... The acts which the Legiſ- 
latuxe had paſſed upon this ſubject, had been productive of great be- 
nefits but were [capable of being rendered ill more beneſieial. The 
fFirſt alteration he ſhould propoſe to make was reſpecting the returns, 
Which merty vey Hefretive:; he ſhauld therefore p 
Viborg id ej were regular in theit retums. 


The next; vbject he 


ion winsn Nl. te haye the returus more eireumſtantial and 
unute; and, in order to give more time for that purpoſe/ he ſhould? 


140 


to compel - 


propoſe, that the return ſhould be made on Saturday inftead of More 
day. Another alteration! which he-ſhould: propoſe; was with regard 
| to the reports, in which he wiſhed to have more regularity Thie 
next propoſition he ſhould make, was with reſpect to allum : he 
ſnould introduce a elauſe, infficting a puniſnmert upon any baker 
in whoſe houſe any allum was found. The laſt object he had in 
view, was to make ſome allowance for the duty which Parliament 1 
was about to impoſe upon ſalt. He had already ſtated, that upon 1 
the moſt accurate inveſtigation, it would not make a difference of 
more than one fourth of a farthing in a loaf. Theſe were the pro- itt 
viſions of the bill, which he now moved for leave to bring in. | [48 
Mr. TIERNEY' wiſhed to know, whether when the Chaneelor 
of the Exchequer made his calculation of half a buſnel of falt 4 
year, he included that which would be conſumed in every way? 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T replied, he did not include one "who 
aled their own meat. {4k 
Mr. W. BIRD aid, he underftood-that it took one ne! of fate 
to one buſhel of flour; he wiſhed to know if the right honourable 
| gentleman had had that circumſtance in _ Res when * | 
made the caleulaliom ? 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, he cernainly had ; and leave was 


given to bring in the bill. | 511 f. 1 
Mr. TIERNE ſaid, he had given notice of his: melee ef = 
calling the attention of the Houſe to a ſubject in vhich he eonſidered = 


the ſafety of the oountry at ſtake. Having received ſome itt imation 15 
that he ſhould receive a letter upon the ſ ubjecd that tight probably 
explain it, he had thought it proper to wait in order to ſee che en- 
tents of that letter. He had received that letter tus afternoon; 
bur there was nothing in it which induced him to think He mould 
diſeharge his duty to his country if he did not perſiſt in che motion. 
The ſubject to which he had alluded, was the mode in which ten- 
ders of ſervice had been received in the county of Surry. He gave 
notice that he ſnould, on Tueſday next, move for a Committee to 
inquire into the manner in which the bill for the 'deferice of the 
N had been carried into execution. b 

Mr. Chancellor PII T faid, as this was a ſubject of the higheſt = 
importance to the ſafety of the country, he was anxious that Tt 
ſhould come on the day it was propoſed. bow eee there 
as bome bulneſe fanding for that dare e od ae in 
After à ſnort eonverſation between Mr: TER V vnd de 
SPEAKER} at was agreed: that the notiee ſhould: fan@ provifionally 
for: Tuefday g unt! if it ebuld not come dm that dayf utat it hold 
mee 10} 50111 510M i 1h70 nm «bn 6 4 9u a 
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| he ſhould have occaſion to mention to the Houſe were made by Mr. 


expatiated upon theſe ſubjeQs, he concluded with moving the Houſe 


15 PARLIAMENTARY [Comnons. 


Mr. HENRY: THORNTON roſe to move for the Houſe to 
reſolve itſelf into a Committee, in which he meant. to move for 
teave to bring in a bill to prohibit the carrying on the ſlave trade on 
me northern coaſt of Africa. He did not think, that in making 
this motion, he ſhould act in violation of the decifion the Houſe had 
dome to this ſeſſion; becauſe the principle of the two meaſures were 
different. This was not the time for him to enter into detail; but 
he would juſt ſtate the grounds of his motion. The calculations 


Norris; and though they might, in ſome inſtances, be inaecurate, he 
believed they were in general pretty correct. The diſtrict in which 
he meant to prohibit the trade extended about 1, 200 miles, from 
whente about 7, 200 ſlaves were annually brought. The numbers | 
of ſlaves brought from Africa annually were about 70, ooo; of 
»theſe England took about 38,000, and France ufed to take about 
2, ooo, but now France did not take any; therefore, if even the 
*prohibition was extended to the 7, 200, ſtill there would be more 
ſlaves for the market. If they were really anxious to gradually 
aboliſh this trade, they ſhould take ſome ſteps at home, and not leave 
it all to the Weſt-India Iſlands. There were two meaſures that 
might be adopted, that would tend to the gradual abolition ; the firſt 
was, to make a ſelection in the flaves that were taken 3; and the 
other was, only to take ſla ves from a certain part of the coaſt. The 
Sierra Lenne Company would certainly aſſiſt as much as it could to 
effect this gradual abolition. This colony had now exiſted five 
years; there was originally a ſum of 240, oool. ſubſeribed for this 
--unidertaking'; of this ſum, he was ſorry to ſay, not above 60,0001. 
temained. The colony bas ſuſtained very ſerious calamities, - both | 
-:from fire and from the enemy; but the great thing againſt the 
oolony trade was the ſlave trade. Even the perſons which they had 
: ſent out as their factors, engaged in the ſlave trade. Having ſhortly 


-to'reſolve itſelf into a Committee, in order that he might then move 
for leave to bring in a bill to prohibit the ſlave trade on the coaſt of 
Africa; within certain limits. 
Sencral TARLET ON ſtated, that he had received inſirwAtion 
from his conſtituents to oppoſe this bill. He diſapproved of the 
- idea of granting the Sicrra-Leone Company a monopoly. He faid, 
That when the Houſe had agreed to a gradual abolition, this county 
was in profound peace; but: now we were involved. in an extenſive 
—— very materially altered the nature of the eaſe. The 
b:gueftion? of the 1 trade r eee ſeflion, 
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Mr 4 DEBATES; „ 


and the abolition rejected; and now this was an nee do that 
by piece meal, which had been rejected in tolo. 5 

Colonel GASCOYNE ſaid, he ſhould: oppoſe: the- Vil... The 
motive which induced the , honourable gentleman to bring forward 
this meaſure was ſufficiently apparent — his, object was, ſecretly, to 
give the whole trade of that part of the coaſt to the a 
Company. 

Mr. Chaneellor PITT ſaid, that as to the objeRion made to this 
meaſure, that it was inconſiſtent with the determination of Parlia- 
ment this ſeſſion, he could not conceive how it applied; for Par- 
lament had rejected the total abolition, and this was a propoſal to 


| aboliſh one-tenth of the trade. As far as his wiſhes went, he had 


rather aboliſh nine-tenths than one-tenth, and the whole rather than 
nine-tents. 

This had been ulated as a ene to the . 
Company, but upon what grounds he could not conceive, becauſe he 
knew of no charter, either in exiſtence or propoſed, by which the 


Sierra-Leone Company were entitled to the excluſive trade of that 


part of the eoaſt. If this bill paſſed, every body might trade to that 
part of the coaſt, only they muſt trade in merchandize, not in blood. 
With reſpe& to any attempt to do this ſecretly, there was no pre- 
tence; for it ; and, as a proof there was no ſecrecy in the; caſe, it ap- 
peared to be ſufficiently known to enable the honourable General's 
conſtituents to inftrut him to oppoſe the bill, though they had 
not furniſhed. him with any very good arguments far that purpoſe. 
Mr. W. SMITH obſerved, that upon every queſtion connected 
with the ſlave trade, thoſe honourable gentlemen who had been in- 
ſtructed to oppoſe the preſent meaſure, had received the like inftruc- 


tions, and he left it for the Houſe to determine what regard ought to 
be paid to inſtructions which uniformly went to oppoſe every mea- 


ſure, however laudable, if any way connected with Ge: Os of 
the abolition of the ſlave trade. 

Mr. SEWELL wiſhed it to be underſtood, that 11 he did not 
oppoſe going into the Committee, it was not to be conſidered an ac- 
quieſcence in the meaſure. If this motion for the abolition of one- 
tenth of the trade was warranted by the forms of the Houſe, he did 


not ſee why another Member might not move to repeal nine-tenths, 
and ſo aboliſh the trade by piece-meal, nn Ba Houſe: had re- 
 folved it ſhould not be aboliſhed in total. eke „8 


Mr. SPEAK ER ſaid, that if this motion 12 the game in ſub- 


mne as that which the Houſe had already decided upon this ſeſ- 
ſion, then unqueſtionably the Houſe; conbiſtent with its rules and 
orders, could not entertain it. But he thought this motion, eſpe- 15 
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cially. when coupled with the explanation of the hahounble deres 
man, did not infringe upon the gendes 
Colonel GASCOYNE- explained. 52 0) 918 | 
„Mr. BRYAN; EDWARDS faid, that if hat 5 th dhe 
rourable. gentleman, right, the ground of this bill was this That 
the Sierra-Leone Company had undertaken to civilize a part of the 
Negroes on their native coaſt ;. an attempt which was laudable, me- 
nitorious, and humane in the higheſt degree, and that for the purpoſe 
of carrying this good intention into effect, it was'neceflary to reſtrain 
the ſlave trade in a certain part of the coaſt. It had been uſual to 
confound the Weſt-India planters and Liverpool ſlave traders toge- 
ther, as joined in an attempt to oppoſe all regulation of the trade 
and relief to the Negroes; but he ſpoke from the beſt information, 
when he aſſerted, that the Sicrra-Leone Company had met with no 
opponents in the Weſt-India Iflands. Before Negroes could be 
raiſed into the rank of civil ſociety, it was neceſſary to give them 
ſome mental i improvement, otherwiſe it was beginning at the wrong 
end. He therefore ſhould ſupport the bill, unleſs, ike à former 
meaſure upon this ſubject, it took ee all liberty from the 
Whites. 1 53125 „Ino blyo3 1i . 
Tue Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a . ny the 
motion, and the Houſe being velumeds leave was To Bring in 
bill. oi ichen fad 
be i Houſe latent itſelf into a e upon the Slave. 
ing Bill, when feveral blanks were filled up. 7} 
| „Mr. W. SMITH moved his propoſition eres the dubiculs 
ſpace. to be allowed between decks, and the Houſe was cleared for 
a divißon; Hut the farther conſideration was * to Thurſ-\ 
day next. bheaoft 4 5 100 vt 
Mr. W. Smith then Wann that the Houſe ſhould be counted, 
vbenq there arp but e Members — _- . 


adjourned. ; 


2 no 20 me - Monday, oy 7 


Colonel er xl preſenied a petition. and —— on be- 

half of the Frecholders, Juſtices of Peace, and others. of the county 
of Dumbarton; the ſubſtance of which was, that when the country 
is threatened with invaſion, the memorialiſts and petitioners obſerve 
with ſatisfaction the force now colleRing in all parts of the kingdom 


to mene the tes (Sp games as alſo the amonnt of tht 
Sup 1 ' Kue as; fuch meaſure was liable to. ſome phjec+ 
Hex: think it * better way 0 raiſe in future the a ) 


s 
* 


TY Mar 6.1 1 Dei ay 
ſupplies within the year without any loan. Such à meafure would 
convince the enemy of the ſtrength of our reſourees. They there- 
fore do not heſitate to recommend a direct tax on all property, Teal 


W 2nd perſonal, according to the value; that a ſmall tax in that way 


hat on each perſon would raiſe very large ſums of money, and might be 
the conſidered-as a premium of inſurance for the protection of property, 


es and would be better. than any other mode that could be deviſed. 
ole They therefore petition the Houſe, that this plan may be taken into 
ain conſideration, and that a bill may be brought in for a direct tax 
to on real and perſonal eſtates, of whatever kind, and to continue 
ge- the ſame in Me if neceſſary, during the preſent war beer 
ade France. 
on, Mr. BUXTON could not allow this petition to have a Pe 
no tion put-upon it, without expreſſing his warmeſt approbation of i its 
be principle. 
em On motion that i it be neh up, it was agreed to; and | being 
ong read, 
ner Mr. SPEAKER erbe, that this was partly a petition and 
the partly a memorial; that the Houſe could not receive it as a me- 
10 morial, it could only receive it as a petition. Ordered to be laid 
the on the table. , 
in Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, as the Chancellor of the Eiche 
Doch had thought proper to refuſe to apply for a recommendation 
Wenn from the Thrane in the caſe of Mr. Palmer, and as he could 
; 01 not yet find a form of an addreſs, which was at the ſame” time 
ical within the rules of the Houſe, and calculated to attain the end he 
for had in view, the fulfilment of the agreement between the Chancellor 


ceſſity of waving, for the preſent, the motion which ſtood for to- 
morrow. He wifhed, however, to have it underſtood, that Mr. 
Palmer's claim, which, in his judgement, was founded on tri” 
Juſtice, was not intended to be abandoned, but the inveſtigation only” 
propoſed to be delayed. 

Mr. CALVERT, junior, reported from the Committee on the 
Tewkeſbury election, that the fitting Member againſt, whom the 


be- petition was preſented, was duly elected; and that the petitions of . 
unt Peter "Mute, El. and Ae were  friyolous and vexatious. | 0 
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of the Exchequer and Mr. Palmer, he felt himſelf under the ne- 
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the eftabMhment of the Mint. He then Rated; that it was in the 
contemplation of His Majeſty to iſſue a new ' coinage of filver, 
-which appeared at preſent fo very much required by all elaſſes of 
te community; and this coinage to be made and iſſued under ſuch 
regulations of the eftabliſhment of the Mint, as would render it effi- 
cient to the Public, and beneficial to the Nation. At preſent, there 
was a vaſtinflux of filver bullion in the country ; and, as the laws 
now ſtood, any individual, poſſeſſing a certain quantity of fil ver bul- 
lion, might bring it to the Mint, and there have it coined ; a cir- 
cumftance which, if carried to any extent, muſt be attended with 
confiderable public expence, and at the ſame time, tend very mate- 
rially to counteract the objects which he had in view relative to the 
new coinage, and the farther regulations in the eſtabliſhment of the 
Mint. For that reaſon he now gave notice, that, to-morrow, he 
would move for leave to bring in a bill to diſcontinue that France 
as a prelude to the farther meaſures he intended. 

Mr. TIERNEY roſe and ſpoke to the following effect: —!] riſe, 
Mr. Speaker, in purfuance of the notice J gave ſome days ago, of 
my determination to call the attention of the Houſe to a bufineſs 
which; T'can affure them, nothing but a ſenſe of preſſing duty could 
induce me to trouble them with. Gentlemen will do me the jul- 
rice to recollect, that 'fince J laſt obtained' a feat in this Houſe, I 
"Have brought forward no motions of my own ; but have contented 
myfelf with making ſuch obſervations as, in my judgement, appeared 
proper upon the meaſures ſuggeſted by others. The proceedings, 
however, to which I at preſent wiſh to direct the conſideration of 
the Houſe, appeal ſo powerfully to my feelings, that it would hare 
bern impoſſible fot me to avoid bringing the ſubject forward, even 
chough that duty had not been preſſed upon me by thoſe whom [ 
repreſent. It will be in the recollection of the Houſe, that not 
many werks have elapſed fince a bill, purporting to be for the de- 
"fence and ſecurity of the country, was brought into the Honſe by a 
right honourable gentleman oppoſite to me: when that bill was 
brought in, anxious only for the general good, and laying afide every 
"Feng. difference, I was among the foremoſt to give it my ſup- 

There was, indeed, one point which I thought it my duty 
to oppoſe * "the bill ſcemed to have this tendency, that perſons might 
'be' compelled to ſerve, notwithftanding that they might find it ven 
inconvenient ſo to do. It appeared to me that many who are fit- 
*cerely zealous in the cauſe of their country might be in ſoch a ſitu· 
tio wich reſpect to their domeſtic affairs, is to render it impoſſible 

Tor chetty 60, come” forward at this juncture with their 7 fer 
Vice.” I Vis  arxdons that perſons of this 'dderiptis Nan 
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be branded with any FRY of diſaffection to Weir n e > he 
right honourable gentleman who, brought in the bill did away-that 
objection; he very fairly waved every proviſi jon that could be con- 
ſtrued to have any ſuch. tendeney; and theſe. bei og. ſo waved, the 
bill did receive my full, free and unqualified ſupport. But while,l 
. was thus. deſitous of preventing any odium from being thrown, on 


£* 4453s 


thoſe who found it inconvenient to offer their perſonal exertions in 


the public defence, I little thought that I was giving my ſanction to 


2 meaſure which would. inflict the ſame odium on thoſe who did 


offer their voluntary ſervices : this has, however, happened with 


reſpect to a great and reſpectable body of men, againſt whom no 
imputation whatever can be made. The great majority of the in- 
habitants of the borough which J repreſent, have been told by the 
Lord Lieutenant of the county of Surry, that they are not fit per- 
ſons to ſerye His Majeſty. Here I muſt beg leave to inform th⸗ 
Houſe, that I did not think it ſufficient merely to give my vote for 
the bill when it was brought in, but J did, as far as my means al- 
lowed me, forward its object out of this Houſe, uſing, every endea- 
vour to render it; effectual. My ſervices, it is true, mult ; ppear 
little when, compared with thoſe of Andr but they were heneſt 
and ſincere. J have no tenaniry to bring ſorard— I. haye no 
connection with the Government, and ha ve no. farqurs to canfex, : 
there was, however, one way in which I thought I might be Weyl 
to. my country upon the preſent occaſion. One n e ſet of 
men had always ſhewn a readineſs to oblige me; I th : 
courſe I could take was to apply to them to arm eee the 
general defence of the country, and I exerted myſelf 1 in, \ the only 
Place, and in the, only manner, in which the little ipfluen, e I noflefs 
could have been uſefully employed: . theſe, perſans, 1 5 cheiponx- 
luntary ſervices for the defence of the State; 3 but their offers. Mere 
unavailing; they have been rejected in a manner high. dll 


ſeribe to the Houſe. Every thing that depended upon me ih this: 


painful buſineſs: I have endeavoured to e my friends y re 
ready to anſwer the call which was made upon t dean n and. 

is a duty Lowe to them not to leave their charaQters, an longer un- 
indicated. It i is pretty generally known, that 1 5 the boropgh which 


1.repteſenr, there was a conſiderable ſtruggle the aſt general,gleQiqn: 
is firugale, generated a very high degree ob, party, \piris5 ah "As, 


However, Alyays,my wiſh to, guell, all animoſity of, gyery Finde 
kee derne $0 bea denz frugs EN ee 
Hape apeliation,z and 1 had the fatisfagap of, ring; af fl 
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1 * F 
from an dereliction of our political tenets—theſe we Kitt, and ever 
mhall, fetain. Soon after the bill for the defence of the country Was 
Brought into the Houſe, one or two meetings were held in the bo- 
tough bf Southwark, for the purpoſe of offering the voluntary ſer- 
Vice of the inhabitants to His Majeſty for the defence of the coun- 
try. Finding that my conduct on ſome other occafions had been 
Hable to miſrepreſentation, I was happy to find that the conduct of 
theſe mectings was ſuch as to give no room for i imputation : : while 
offering our ſervices to our country, we were careful to ſhew that 

the offer proceeded from no idle panic of invaſion ; that we had not 
changed our opinion reſpeQing. His Majeſty's Miniſters, nor aban- 
doned our leading principle as to the neceſſity of Parliamentary Re- 
form. Would the Houſe confider theſe reſervations to be ſuch as to 
warrant a rejection of our offers? Theſe points being ſettled, the next 
thing we did was to lay aſide every thing like any political difference 
of opinion, and to diſplay but one mind and one heart to reſiſt the 
common enemy. Conſiſtent with this object, the next thing to be 
done was to form our affociation in ſuch a manner as that no man's 
political ſentiments might be inquired into. From a variety of regu- 
lations adopted by other military aſſociations, we ſelected ſuch as were 
moſt generally approved; and I believe it will be found: that the re- 
gulations we agreed to are nearly the ſame with thoſe of an affociatio 
at Hampſtead, which have already been honoured with approbation, 
This meeting was held on the 2oth of April, at the Three-Tuns | 
Tavern, ön St. Margaret 0 Hitt. The man muſt, indeed, be a ca- 
vilter ho objects to the reſolutions which were there agreed to. 1 
muft particularly call upon the Houſe to notice the care which was 
taken'to prevent improper perſons from gaining admiſſion into the 
affociativn. There i is a reſolution which firſt limits the inrolment 
tõ hoùfeholders; but as there might be many other perſons, not 
holifeholders, who would have wiſhed to ſerve, it was thought proper 

tb Alle them to come forward upon the recommendation of two 
hbiſcholders, and even then they could not be admitted until they 
were ſubjeQcd | to a ballot, It may, perhaps, be objected, that it 
was Propoſed 3 in the plan that the individuals of the affociation 
ſhould chooſe their own officers. I can aſſure the Houſe, however, 
that it never was intended to render this affociation in an reſpect 
dffferent from the others which are eſtabliſhed throughout 3 

tex. It Was merely propoſed to ſelect perſons to be recommend 
to HIIs M3 jeſty for officers : : every one was to bey his ſuperior 
| officer: and U eilt ſubmit hot the Liouſe, whether, \ en theſe thin 
were Saag, there was ary reaſon to take om, at the form 9 i 
Scl. 
the” ges, 12 uhether any a alarm could 1115 9 4 1 been 
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even from the delicate mind which on this occation ad teſtified. ie? 
Here then is our plan for defence: it is true, we did not agree to 
be called out beyond the limits of the borough until che moment of 
actual invaſion ſhould arrixe ; but every expence was to have been 
defrayed by ourſelves, and g ſuch a control was given to His Majeſty 
.as muſt have prevgnyed: any "Improper perſons from becoming officers. 
This form of aſſociation I was delired to lay before Lord. Onflow, 
the Lord Lieutenant of the county of Surry : I therefore wrote a 
letter, to the following a to Lord Onſlow : 


% My Lord, 

Wy I inclofe your: Lohe plan of an affociatibn for the bo- Sl: 
& | ron of Southwark. $rts my duty to ſtate to your Lordſhip, HB 
that the propoſed plan was agreed upon at a very numerous meet- | 
ing held at the Three Tuns Tavern, St. Margaret's Hill. Should 
« your 'Lordſhip be deſirous of receiving any farther information 
e upon the ſubject, I ſhall be happy to give you all in my power. 
« I ſincerely hope that the propoſed aſſociation may be attended 
4 -with all thoſe advantages to the country which it is the wiſh''6f 
ce thoſe in whom it has originated it may afford. I have to N 
«..of your Lordſhip the favour of an early anſwer. 
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Vou ſee, Sir, that his Lordſhip was offered any farther information 
he might require. The Houſe will, therefore, certainly be ſurpriſed 
that his Lordſhip ſhould reject the offer of ſervice which was made, 
without making any application to me for any farther explanation. 
He muſt have rejected it for reaſons which were not good, becauſe 
he muſt have collected his information from thoſe who were the op- 
ponents of the meaſure, while he never thought proper to inquire of 
thoſe who would have been able to have ſatisfied him fully as to the 
nature of the propoſal. It has been ſaid, that it would have been 
better that the meaſure had been firſt taken up in the pariſhes, and 
ths arming begun there. If Lord Onſlow had fignified this, or any 
other proper alteration, I am certain it would have been readily at- 
tended to. It has likewiſe been ſaid, that it was my, particular 
ambition to become a Colonel. Now, I am ſure I never teſtified- 
155 fondneſs for a military life ; but, if I had been defirous of 
ning in that profeſſion, I ſhould not have wiſhed the ſcene of my 
Aa to have been confined between the ends of London and 
N 5 bridges, on the ſouth fide of the river Thames. Had 
Lore Onſlow ſuggeſted any alteration in the form of the aſſociation, . , 
T have d. 12155 > doubt but that it would have been agreed to. All that 
ye A ike? all that we wanted, was to be cordially dealt by, as men 
de wer Anious to ſerve their country. The anſwer I received 
| P 2 | . 
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from Lord Onflow ſtated that he had received my letter reſpecting 
the Borough Afociation, and affured me that he would loſe to 


[ COMMONS, 


time in laying the propoſition before the Secretary of State. Thus 


it appears, that, at firſt, he had no objection to the aſſociation. He 
ſuffered, however, ſome days to elapſe before I heard from him 
again. The next letter J received from his Lordſhip obſerved, that 
as all applications for armed aſſociations muſt be made through the 
medium of the Lord Lieutenant of the county, he muſt take time to 
conſider the reſolutions agreed to for forming one in the borough. 

In this manner the affair was delayed. I do not mean to ſay His 
Majeſty's Miniſters had any hand whatever in this buſineſs. I have 


at preſent only to do with Lord Onſlow, and beg to be underſtood 


as not throwing any diſapprobation on any other perſon. That it 
ſhould be neceſſary for the officers of an armed affociation to receive 
His Majeſty” s approbation, I can very well underſtand ; but I can- 
not conceive why the firſt ſketch of an aſſociation ſhould be ſo ex- 
2Qly ſuited to the taſte of a Lord Lieutenant. The noble Lord 
ſpeaks of reſolutions in his letter: whether theſe are, or are not, the 
reſolutions which were paſſed at the meeting, I know not; he cer- 


tainly did not receive them from me. I do not mean to ſay they are 


forged, but they may be ſo; and I only notice this, in order to thew 


that the noble Lord does not make up his mind upon the very belt 


kind of information. It is incumbent on him to ſhew why the 
whole body of the houſcholders of Southwark making a voluntary 
propofal of their ſervice for the defence of the country, is not a proper 
offer. Whether the noble Lord was inſtruged to rejecg, I do not 


know ; but I cannot believe that any ſuch intimation could come 


from the right honourable gentleman oppoſite to me (Mr. Dundas), 
after the converſation I have had with him upon the ſubject of arming. 
Until the 4th of May, I heard nothing farther from Lord 


Onſlow ; but, in the mean time, there was a ſpirit of party riſing in 


the Borough.” An idea was formed, that the noble Lord had really 
no objection to the form of the affociation, but that he was hoſtile to 
thoſe who oppoſed it. This opinion was ſtrengthened by the cir- 
cumftance that ſome gentlemen, who differed'in their political ſenti- 
ments from thoſe who had met at the Three Tuns, held pariſh meet- 
ings, and brought forward another plan of affociation. This plan, 
I have no doubt, was calculated to prove 'very efficient ; but the 
conduct of Lord Onſlow had rendered it impoſſible that it ſhould 
be unanimotiſly adopted. The bill for the defence of the country 
directed the arming to be made in the moſt ſpeedy manner poſſible; 
but, inſtead of endeavouring to promote that object, it appeared that 
his | Lordſhip was N how to get rid of the ſervices of thole 
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who ſhould offer them 1 and who were eager to comply 


with the bill. The pariſh meetings went on: one was held in the. 


Veſtry-room of. St. George's pariſh ; and there the pariſhoners came 


to a reſolution, ſtating that they had already done their duty WW * 
offering their ſervices to His Majeſty through the medium of the a 
Lord Lieutenant, and that they were entitled to an anſwer of ſome 
kind or another. What was Lord Onſlow dreaming about all this 
time? The flame of diſſention, which continued to ſpread i in the 
Borough from day to day, was kindled by him alone. Other veſ⸗ 


try meetings were held, and it was generally reſolved that no propo- 


fal for arming ſhould be liſtened to until an anſwer was received . 


from Lord Onflow. In ſome of the pariſhes, indeed, aſſociations. 
have been formed ; but I underſtand, that, in conſequence of the 
want of the ſpirit of unanimity which ought to have been diſplayed 


at their commencement, they are in ſuch a mutilated ſtate as to be. 


* 


likely rather to embarraſs than aſſiſt any general plan of defence. 
For the want ef that cordiality which would have diſtinguiſhed the 
borough of Southwark, I muſt always blame my Lord Onſlow, 
thought may, even after this agitation of the queſtion, ſtill be left 
to gueſs at his motives. The Lord Lieutenant, however, finding 
at laſt that he was defeated in the dir parithes, out comes the. 
refuſal. In Lord Onſlow's anſwer to me, he expreſſes his concern, 
that, after the fulleſt conſideration of the reſolutions agreed to by. the 
meeting of St. Margaret's Hill, he cannot, conſiſtently with his own 
opinion, and his ſenſe of duty, recommend the aſſociation to His 
Majeſty's approbation. I fel it to be my duty to call the particular 
attention of the Houſe to this letter. I wiſh it, however, to ſtand 
as the act of the Lord Lieutenant of the county of Surry. | I 00 
not believe that His Majeſty's Miniſters will ſanction it with their 
authority, unleſs they be prepared to go to the deſperate length of 
ſaying that thoſe who differ from them in opinion are not fit to ſerve 
the country. I {ſhould have taken notice of another meeting Y held 
alſo at the Three-Tuns Tavern, St. Margaret's Hill, on the I 3th 
of April. I ſhall read the reſolutions of this aſſembly: 
At an adjourned and numerous meeting, held this day, for 
the purpoſe of conſidering the propriety of making a tender of 
6e our perſonal ſervices to His M l in caſe of actual invaſion by 
a foreign enemy, 
« GEORGE T1ERNEY, Eſq. in the chair, WE 
The following reſolutions were carried un2nimouſly := | 
{© Reſolved, That we deeply deplore the alarming crifis. t 
* which His hoon 6d s Miniſters have "Papa's brought | our. 
L nner + | 1 
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Need the right honourable gentle man be ſurpriſed, nat itt a meet. 

| ing of which I was chairman, the ſituation into 'which*He" has 
brought 1 the country ſhould be lamented? I am ſure 1 cannot con- 
Eive. dow any perſons differing in opinion from Minifters,” chuld, 
in ſpe; King of them, expreſs themſelves more moderately.” There 
is pot one word ſaid of profuſion or corruption. The right honour. 
able gentleman can ſcarcely deny that he was the Miniſter of the 


untry when it was proſperous, and that he is now the Minh 
when i it is diſtreſſed. 


1 he next reſolutiun begins thus: E IN 
. That we are unalterably of opinion, that a fair repeſaiititibn 
ct of the people is eſſentially neceflary to the welfare and the liber- 
« ties of theſe kingdoms.” 

"Theſe. may be diſagreeable words to fome pdagle's but they were 
taken from high authority ; they were copied from a letter written 
Wb right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) before he was Prime 

inifter. The meeting thought, that, in an hour of danger, they 
could not do better than quote his cautious Py: The RD. 
lution terminates thus: 

An opinion ſtrengthened by tho burdens we have recently been 

3 made to bear, and by the painful conſideration of what England is, 
— compared with what England was.” 

_Theſe words, ſurcly, cannot have occafioned the rejection of the 

God knows, there is much too ample room for ſuch a com- 

5 Te ſucceeding reſolutions are ſuch as I think carinot be 

objeQed to by any perſon whatever : 

75 That whatever grievances we may feel, or whatever reform 

we may conceive ourſelves to ſtand in need of, we will firmly 
tc reſiſt all foreign interference, and cordially co-operate to protect 
our country from any hoſtile attempt of the French Republic. 
« That our lives are at the ſervice of our King and Country, | 
for the. purpoſe of repelling an invading enemy. g 
hat, true to our duty as Engliſhmen, and faigþful to our do- 
meſtie ties, we will cheerfully, and at our own expence, contri- 
bute our proportion of perſonal ſervice, whenever the time of ac- 
* tual, invaſion ſhall arrive—reſerving to ourſelves the right to 
2 conſider of the propriety of extending our exertions beyond the 
* limits of the pu of Sewcltirark as IT ner wy ol" ö 
« ger it erpedient. ; 
eu Commitee, e twenty, by: now named, for 
« the purpoſe. of carrying the above reſolutions into effect; und that 
e they, do prepare a plan of aſſoeĩaſion for that purpoſe (for the ap" 
2 prohagion gf, His Meja), whichſakly are to ſubmit to the'fane*” | 


> # 


ce 
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« tion of a future meeting, to be called as from as pollbiy ſuch Com- 
e mittee can be prepared with the ſame.“ 

I will now put it to the Houſe, whether or not there be any thing 
in theſe reſolutions which can fairly be conſidered as objectionable ? 
We inſinuate, it is true, that we do not love His Majeſty's Miniſ- 


85 ters — will that render our ſervices leſs uſeful to our country? We 
Wu ſtate that we think a Parliamentary Reform neceſſary to the welfare 
2 of the nation — does that render our ſervices leſs proper to be ac- 


cepted ? Let the right honourable gentleman remember the Pro- 
elamation that was iſſued not long ago by the French Government, 


Pe and ſigned BARRAS. That Proclamation ſtated, that the Parlia- 
8 mentary Reform would join the French troops when they ſhould 
6 land in England. Now, can there be a better anſwer to this paper, 
THE publiſhed. by Barras, than theſe reſolutions ? But, if our offers be re- 
Hes jedded, will not the French Directory have good reaſon to think 
zue their opinion well founded? When they ſee that we are ſuſpected 
hey by the Government of this country, they will fay to themſelves, 

455. « We were right in our ſuſpicions.” Thus the enemy will be en- 
7 couraged to go on with their preparations againſt us: if, however, 
Hes the perſons I allude to had been embodied, after agreeing to reſolu- 
1is, tions-ſimilar to thoſe which I have read, the Houſe muſt perceive 
that there would have been more done to diſhearten the enemy than 

he if ten times the number had filently enrolled themſelves with the 
* humble worſhippers of the right honourable gentleman. The Pro- 

Te clamation of the Directory ſtates, that the Reformers expect the 
115 French? We do expect them I- but it is the right honourable 
An gentlemar.'s fault if England be not united, and if we do not expect 

mly them with our bayonets 2 and our ſwords drawn. 

teck Would gentlemen think it was acting with a due regard to the 
w. welfare of the country, to endeavour, at the preſent moment, to 
oy caſt an odium upon great and reſpectable bodies of men, who are 
7 ih animated by an honeſt and juſt zeal in the cauſe of Parliamentary 
es” Reform? Can it be expected that theſe men will put themſelves 
wet to any trouble in offering their ſervices, if they are all to receive the 
LEN fame kind of anſwer as that which has been given to my conſtitu- 
** ents But does Lord Onſlow know the i injury he has done to thoſe 
Ne to whom he gave the anſwer I allude to? Can he reinſtate them in 
en- the good opinion of their country, if the act he has already done 
8190 ſhould injure their character? I have already ſtated, that they were 
for men to whom no imputation whatever could attach; and yet the 
2 Lord Lieutenant thinks fit. to declare them to be men be cannot re- 


Lieutenante, it is full time it ſhould be taken from mem? but E 
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commend to ſerve; His Majeſty. If ſuch a power exiſts in Lords 
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91 85 Arie — 
nj wh at has been f 1d, „ hope the Houſe Aus eotivinced 
bf t © pt phi, 'of 2 975 e the Lord Lieutenant of the 
6555 Surry has obeyed e act of Parliament for the defence of 
Ws county? Unleſs he can der that he has been zealous and 

Expeditions in, applying the voluntary ſervices offered by His Ma- 

jeſt ty 8 ſubj jects to the defence of the nation, he has. 120 done his 

SY by his delays and intrigues, he has, perhaps, occaſioned 1 

ſpirit of diviſion and enmity to pervade a great Portion of the king. 

"ne BY and all the diſaſters which, at the moment of invaſion, 1 may 

Jappen 1 in conſequence of this fatal circumſtance, are to be attributed 
to him. ö But when the moment of danger ſhall Arife, I trüſt ſuch 

4 ſpirit will pervade all ranks, that no infinuation of Lord Onfloy, 

or any other Lord Lieutenant, or Lord of the Bed- chamber, Will 

prevent any deſcription | of men from doing their duty. Let gentle. 
mien, however, conſider the effect of this conduct in encouraging 
the « enemy to attempt r RC TI 


military ſervices of the perſons” 1 have alluded | to may, per- 


Got 


| 22 8 be « conlidered : as of little i importance; "and it may be aid; we 


ve Toldiers e enow to fight the French. But it 15 19 Wi. 
Porta nce to convince the enemy that we are capable of oppoſing mals 
to maſs ; it is of importance to, be able to ſay to him, „The whole 


Spntry 10 im a arms to oppole y vou 4 if you defeat he tnilitaty {kill of 


i 3 9 4 


our troops, behind them are men whoſe hearts: a1 hands are United, 
— 9 10 are determined to live and dic Engliftimen and: Freemen.” 
erſaps' the Reformers | may be looked upon as à ſmall, inſignificin 
nu eber, whoſe ſerv Ervices aft of 1 no conſequence. to the State. This, 
ow ever, Wd no likely t to be the opinion of the right honourable gen- 
etal NY; it), nor of ſome other gentlemen who are ſtill his 
friends, and who once declared themſelves to be of very different 
ſehifmehis!'" The right honourable gentleman cannot have forgd 
THit he onde acted as if he thought the Reformers a very great "ant 
fo Werful Bod) „at the head of "which" he was ambitious of being 
aced.”” The right honourable gentleman once took vecafion to give 
me'a hint TetpeQting the company I kept; but J can; at Leaft, "th 
this 3 tin all the cotipanie es Lever Was ifi, 1 fer Hail 
ftrotige ocker made en the fubje&t of” Partiariicrithry Refbrm 
tan ave b&k mäde ät thettings which the CHatcelibf bf the Ex: 
WMtguer Atcnded. It true tlie ri right bonbdfable gentketdan fan 
creed be fea cation 48 tony decAratic th "WINE by Hütte 
bor Left Bae, to lay o le” Mowed Tees" be Uncket⸗ 
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ſtood, that he was fo far friendly to an extenſion of the right of ſuf- 
frage as to have no objection to all houſcholders having votes. 

I muſt now ſay, that if the right honourable gentleman refuſes to 
90 into an inveſtigation of the motives of Lord Onflow's conduct, 
it is my opinion he will excite a ſpirit in the country, of the conſe- 
quences of which he is little aware. What will he ſay if the fac 
be at laſt ſubſtantiated, that Lord Onſlow wanted to get rid of the 
ſervices which were offered, by any excuſe, without having one real 
ground of objeQion ? It is now for the Houſe to determine, whe- 
ther they will go into an inquiry which pledges them to no opinion 
whatever on the ſubject, and which would give Lord Onſlow an op- 
portunity of vindicating himſelf ? This is certainly a motive which 
ought to weigh with the Houſe ; but there is (till a greater one, that 
of doing Juſtice to a great body of men, who have been eruelly ſtig- 
matized with diſaffection to their country. 

Mr. Tierney then moved, „ That this Houſe will, upon this 
« day ſe nnight, reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe 
ce to take into conſideration the manner in which the © Act to enable 
His Majeſty more effectually to provide for the defence and ſoeu- 
« rity of the realm during the preſent war, and for indemnifying 
« perſons who may ſuffer in their property by ſuch meaſures as may 
ebe neceſſary for that purpoſe,” has been carried into effect in the 
« county of Surrey,” 

The honourable GEORGE WALPOLE ſeconded the motion. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid it was a motion of conſiderable 


importance, and unqueſtionably deſerved the ſcrious conſideration of 


the Houſe, © I am (faid Mr. Dundas) the more anxious for the 
diſcuſſion of it, becauſe if the doctrines which the honourable. ; gen- 
tleman has thought proper to advance be true—if the poſitions 
which he. has, in the courſe of his ſpeech, attempted. to eſtabliſh, be 
jut—I ought to ſtand here, in every point of view, as much an 
obje& of cenſure as the Lord Lieutenant of the county of Surry, 


| The honourable gentleman has not maintained that, by the com- 


mon law of the land, or by the operation of any ſtatute law, a 


perſon has a right to put himſelf in military array, or form part o of 


an armed band, without the authority of the Executive. Goyern- 
ment. No ſuch right can poſſibly exiſt ; and that ſuch, a power 


ought not to be exerciſed, is obvious and undeniable. | I aſſume it 


as a clear and uncontrovertible propoſition, not as a matter of argu- 
ment, that this right is clearly derived from the authority of the 
Executive Government; and this, principle. being. ance; laid down, 


and fully recognized, it follows, that it being impaoſſible for His 
Majeſty to exereiſe it on all occaſions, he i is conſequently e entitled to 
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1 PARLIAMENTARY [Counons. 
conter, it Nas oh the medium. of his Delegates.” This, Sir, i is 


to require a Lord Lieutenant of a county, acting under the imme- 
diate direction of the Crown, to give ſpecific reaſons for the line of 
conduct which he may think himſclf bound to purſue, and to aſſign 
cauſes for the due execution of his office, when he acts from the 
reſult of his perſonal knowledge, and in conſequence of the com- 
munications made to him, and the information Tonyeyed to him by 
| thoſe whom he is in the habit of conſulting, and to whom he has 
occafional recourſe? I ſtate the queſtion in this plain manner, as! 
do not mean to abate one ifa of the propoſitions Which J have laid 
down, leaving it to be fairly conſidered by the Houſe, whether this 
is not the ſimple and candid ſtatement of the queſtion which we ate 
called upon to diſcuſs. If it is not, I am afraid that, in the hum. 
ble endeavours which I have uſed to execute with care and atten- 
tion the public truſt repoſed in me, I have been guilty. of great mal- 
verſations in my office. For I have no difficulty i in ſtating, that 
when the Lords Lieutenants tranſmit to me any plans or propoſi- 
tions of affociation, I make it a rule not to take any farther mes. 
| ſure with reſpect to them, unleſs they are expreſsly recommended by 
x he. Lords Lieutenants ; and if they want that neceſſary recommen- 
gation, they . are returned to the Lords Lieutenants. This is a 
conſtant. rule, from which no deviation has taken place; : and if 
they. have. A power to recommend, it follows that they have the 
. Power to refuſe. The honourable gentleman himſelf has admitted 
this principle; - for he has made a difference between the aſſoci 
,afign,, and the officers who were to be appointed to the command 
fe it. 'he honourable gentleman ſays, that it is in the power of 
the rds Lieutenants to refuſe to recommend the names of the 
officer for His Majeſty” 8 approbation; ; if ſo, does he mean to con- 
tend that ſpecific reaſons are to be aſſigned for rejecting them ? or 
ale the Lords Lieutenants to furniſh the particular grounds on 
Which they may be induced to withhold their recommendation 
ILA. Tierney obſerved, that ſuch was not his intention. ]- 
ee 780 I. take it that the honourable 1 did men 
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officers are to be choſen by ballot, yet it is admitted that the FR 


Lieutenant has the power of rejecting them. Such a proceeding | 


would be highly abſurd and inconſiſtent, But, Sir, I do not wiſh'to 
argue upon, or to derive any advantage from ſuch! apparent inconfiſ- 
tencies ; 1 deſire to ſtate diſtinctly the law of the land, and not the 
authority of the Lord Lieutenant, to act as the honourable gentle- 
man wiſhes. Does he mean to ſay, that there is any thing uncon- 
ſtitutional in having a power to recommend aſſociations or officers 
for His Majeſty's approbation? If he does not, the power of re- 
fuſal follows of courſe; and if there be any {lur caſt upon thoſe who 
are rejected, it becomes equally ſtrong in refuſing to recommend 
others, as well as thoſe alluded to by the honourable gentleman. 
The Lord Lieutenant acts by the advice of the Deputies, and of 
thoſe whom he conſults officially. He acts upon a fair and juſt ex- 
erciſe of diſcretion i in matters where his Judgement forms the rule of 
his conduR, and the reſult of that diſcretion is to be laid before His 
Majeſty. But what would be the effect of a contrary conduct? 
The reſolutions of the meeting at which the honourable gentleman 
was in the chair, will, I believe, prove the beſt guide to enable us 


to form an opinion on that ſubject. One of theſe reſolutions went 


to entitle the members of the aſſociation to. ballot for the officers 
who were to command it; and I ſay, that men coming forward on 
the principles, diſtinctly mentioned by the honourable gentleman, do 
not guard againſt all the miſchicfs that are neceſſary to be guarded 
againſt at the preſent moment—miſchiefs which appear more ſe- 
rious and alarming the more they are conſidered and minutely in- 
quired into. The honourable gentleman talks of calling forth the 
effcient force of the country ; but if the aſſoeĩations for the defence 
ot the nation were formed upon the principles of the honourable gen- 
tleman, the efficient force of the country would be ſhortly put an end 


to. I know that men have come forward with tenders of voluntary 


ſervice, againſt whom every caution ſhould be uſed, and every Vigi- 
lance exerted. But an honourable Baronet (Sir William Pulteney) 
ſtated on a former night, that there was, in his opinion, no body of 
people in the country whoſe zeal might not be relied on in the actual 
ſtate of public affairs. I then F that the great body of the 


people would be firmly united in their determination and exertions 
to! reſiſt the enemy ; : but on the other hand. I do know, that there 
are bodies and ſocieties of men formed i in this country, "who conceal | 


their deſigns under. the. malk of Parliamentary Reform, but Ans are 
in taitorous -Forreſpondence with the common enemy. 'fA's 
« 175 hear! I aſk the honourable gentleman, 1 mou a 25 — 
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any Plant an aten propoſed 1 o dim in his'ofiefdl capacity! 
Does the e gentlemaft mean to fay that MIME: Tierney 
replied, N WP 0.]—Then, Sir, does he mean to fay, that the Lord 
eutenant i is to be brought before the Legiſlature bor having per. 
formed the gutibs of his office i in a fair and conſtitutional manner? 
and is he to be reduced to tlie painful ſituation of undergoipg a trial 
for the refuſal of every man, hom he may, after maturety con- 
ſidering every circurnſtance and every information which he can ob- 
tain upon the ſubject, think an improper perſon to fill a fituation of 
peculiar truſt and importance! 2 regret, Sir, that too many per. 
ſons have already given riſe to juſt motives of ſtrong ſuſpicion. J la. 
ment that I am under the neceſſity of ſaying, that there are many 
men engaged i in a traĩtorous correſpondence with the enemy, and 
who are full of every miſchief and every venom that ever ſtupg the 
vitals of the country. I mean to fay, that the delay which has un- 
expected taken place with reſpe& to certain trials Weh are' about 
to come on, has ſuppreſſed the knowledge of the extent of the evils 
and confpiracies with which the country is threatened.” I only mean 
to ſay, that Government has been prevented from ſbewipg its vigi- 
lance, and the extent of the diſcoveries which have been made; 
: 2nd 1 mean to ſay, that conſiderable ſocieties and bodies of men, 
een to the Conſtitution of the country,” have formed them. 
N into, Aſſemblies, under the maſk of Parliamentary Reform. 
7 firlt : ap peared under the name of Correſponding Societies, but 
ID of 1 — aſſumed the appellation of United Engliſhmen, ityi- 
"ng, Te examp] le held Gut to them by their colleagues in the work 
15 im chy by innovation in a ſiſter country. When ſuch ſocit- 
\£ 1 known to exiſt, when the members of them profeſs princi- 
1 255 ſubverfive' of every ſocial inſtitution, and deſtructi ce of human 
1 P 955 and only wait for an opportunity of carrying thoſe princi- 
: 159 © ©: Cution ; I aſk, ought not the Lord Lieutenant to'exer- 
gie! the ri ght of Judging and deciding whether perſons offering 'their 

. Jer ices © affociate at this important criſis are proper objects for his 
N nn :ndation | to the Executive Government? Would it be wiſe 
F and | pru ent in him to diſpenſe for a moment with that diſcretionary 
10 Raw ries lie has the unqueſtionable right of uſing for the public 
9 er every "minute and candid inveſtigation inte the chatacder 
, of the per perſons who! E hames why kg inſerted in the liſts tendered for 
| 2 unta 8 1 40 1 pi Ae temarks to thoſe par. 
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you diſarm Sata Lieutenants of the counties of, | the conftitu- 
tional power of acting for the eſſential benefit of, the nation., * 1 * 
. Theſe, Six, are the general grounds upon which I reſt the exits 
of the. preſent queſtion. I have carefully endeavoured to avoid any 
thing invidious, or any imputation that might apply. to any indi⸗ 
vidual caſe. I know nothing of the perſons compoſing the aſſoci- 
ation whoſe ſervices were offered in the preſent inſtance, and T can- 
not, therefore, be ſuppoſed to make any application to them. I cer- 
taioly know the honourable gentleman who has brought forward- the 
motion; and, I, have ſometimes the pleaſure, and ſometimes the 
mortificationz, of ſeeing him there | pointing to the Oppofition 
Bench]; but with the other members of the aſſociation J am alto- 
gether unacquainted. I only contend, that by agreeing to the 1 mo- 
tion you neceſſarily diſarm the Lords Lieutenants of a power Which 
they. have a juſt and legal right to exerciſe, and without which they 
eannot, in caſes of ſuch vaſt importance, be of eſſential ſervice to the 
country. I ſhall. only notice the reſolutions entered into at the 
meeting which the honourable gentleman has ſtated and explained 
in an extraordinary, though I readily admit an ingenious, way. The 
honourable gentleman has ſtated, in the courſe of his explanations, 
that it had been publicly ayowed by the French DireQtory, that the 
friends of Parliamentary Reform would aſſiſt in carrying into effect 
the projected invaſion of this country; and, arguing upon that 
ground, he infers, that the offer made in the preſent inſtance of the 
ſervices of the ayowed friends of Parliamentary Reform, t to | unite 3 in 
the common. defence of the kingdom, would 595 th enem 


that he had nothing to hope from that quarter. 2 l th c 1 52 
ce 


able gentleman, will forgive me, if I do not acquie in that part 
Wr 
of his argument: for the Directory may reaſon in a ye Serene 
manner; they may ſay, though the friends of Parli iamentary Re- 
form are raſh, yet they are not ſo very raſh as to declare how the 
will receive us. The greateſt caution, is a meaſure of 'necelſity ard 


them at preſent.” The Directory may ſay, or they are Aut wr 


very good friends, and better enabled to aſſiſt us.“ If the " declara- 
tion of the friends of Parliamentary Reform, alluded to by che ho- 
nourable gentleman i in the reſolution entered into by y che a 4 jation 
for the united defence of the country, be true, the 1 will not 
believe it; if it be not true, it will ultimately tend tg favour g the 
French. 34 But, Sir, 1 beg leave to Kate, in, the moſt e ex A mapner, 
- that. in making theſe obſervations, I do, bp 10 ah thing 79 55 
hai. The honourable gentleman, was ehaſtman of "he 1 5 cty 
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am inelined to think he was not the moſt inactive member in it; 
for he gertainly could communicate his thoughts through the medium 
of his aQive friends. | 

] cannot but ee lament, that the honourable 8 
has made the buſineſs a party matter, and proclaimed a difference 
im the borough; and here, Sir, let me aſk, how this conduc agrees 
with the avowed deſign of the honourable gentleman in bringing 
ſorward unanimity? There is no ſecret in the reſolutions entered 
into at the meetings held in the borough, for they were printed, and 
I have them now in my hand. The honourable gentleman ſends 
the reſolutions of the ſecond meeting from door to door; and thoſe 
of the firſt which were printed in the newſpapers, ſnew the cauſes 
and grounds of the late political eontenſions. If we are, therefore, to 
judge of his ſentiments by thoſe ſtatements, he clearly proves that 
he had not that unanimity in view of which he ſo warmly ſpeaks, 
But when the honourable gentleman thought proper to talk of Re- 
form, was it neceſſary for him at the ſame time to tell the French 
of the diſtreſs of this country? Was it neceſſary. for him to tell 


them that England is not what ſhe was? Ts this, Sir, a proper 


mode of acting in favour of the country? What is the real mean- 
ing of ſuch language? Is it not directly ſaying to the enemy, 
% You are coming hither when England is not what ſhe was in 
the time of Queen Elizabeth: when ſhe is depreſſed, , and ſinking 
under the heavy weight of a great national debt?“ What does 
all this amount to but to the encouraging expreſſions and aſſuranees 
of this, je your time to come; hold out your hands and fraternize 
With ds? When I ſeriouſly conſider the obvious tendency of 
kighJaggigee, I muſt expreſs my regret that the honourable gentle- 
man has publiſhed his reſolutions in the newſpapers. I may, ven- 
ture to aſſert, that they have been already ſent in the papers to other 


countries; and I dare ſay they have, like other articles of important 


intelligence, been conveyed through the means of neutral ſhips. 
But all I now ſay is, that they are not very much calculated to ter- 
tify the enemy. I have the ſatisfaction to ſtate, that a great many 
other reſolutions for forming aſſociations in defence of the countij 
have been recti ved from all parts of the kingdom, and they are re- 

ſolutions which reflect the higheſt honour on thoſe, who, joined, them, 
as they diſplay, the moſt manly and unequivocal proofs, of zeal and 
patriotiſm. They all go in their operation, not only to the means 
fading with ſpirit and energy againſt the enemy, hut to the preſer-. 


<matipnand;ſecurity. of internal peace and ſafety. ;.1,canafſure the 


Houſe, that, the table on, Which they are laid, and which, is as, latte 
S dex covered with chem. Yer. HA i, wh joe 
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fulleſt confidence, that among all the plans or aſſoclation received 


every day, there is not one like that preſented from the borough of 
Southwark. If the gentlemen who came forward on that occaſion 
are wiſe, their wiſdom, IJ muſt confeſs, appears rather fingular ; and 
if the honourable gentleman. ſeriouſly meant, by the lead which he 
took in thoſe proceedings, to guard in a fecure manner his own 
chaſtity and virtue, I muſt afſure him, that more parties than one 
are neceſſary to the attainment of that object. But in conſidering 
the meaſure which the honourable gentleman ' profeffes to have 
adopted for the purpoſe of frightening the enemy; I muſt beg leave 
to aſk, did it never occur to him that it was not a right thing to 
bring forward a propoſition to ſhew to the enemy, and for the truth 
of which he is ſtill an advocate, that the Executive Government 
is unable to wield the power of the kingdom with any ſalutary effect 
or beneficial eonſequenee? [A cry of Hear! hear! from Mr. 
Ticrney.] Is tus meant as a compliment? But in whatever 
ſenſe it is meant, I mean to ſtate, before I fit down, that the Houſe 
will not act wiſely, if they attempt, after the diſcuſſion of the pre- 
ſcent queſtion, to go into any inquiries. The confideration of the 
ſubject is confined within a very narrow compaſs. A plan of 'aff6- 
ciation agreed to by certain perſons in the borough of Southwark for 
the defence of the country, has been tranſmitted to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the county of Surry : and he has not thought proper, after 
a candid and mature deliberation of the contents, to ſubmit and re- 
commend the adoption of the meaſure for His Majeſty's approbation. 
The Lord Lieutenant has unqueſtionably acted in conformity to the 
powers with which he is entruſted, and has not exerciſed the leaſt 
Tight or privilege to which he is not fairly entitled. I think it ne- 
ceſſary now to obſerve, that any difference or ſhade of politieal op- 
nion ought, in my mind, to be no cauſe for rejecting the co-operation 
of any rank and deſcription of men in the preſent important exiſis of 
public affairs. But, Sir, I muſt alſo ſay, that there are deſeriptions 


of men in this country, who, whether e eonſider their principles or 


their views, are not fit to be truſted in the hour of danger. But this 
confideration belongs more particularly to the judgement and decifien 
of the Lords Lieutenants of counties, who are, I maintain, inveſted 
with the power of recom mending or rejecting according to the prin- 


of the land, atid to the ſpirit of the conftiturion,” 1 .. 
Mr. SHERTDAN' faid; it had a little excited His ſurpriſe to hear 
the right h6hourable gentlefrian” acknowletge the importance of the 
Preſet queſtion, and yet treat it as if it was of no impbrtamee ut ll. 
In my münd (kid Mr. Sheridan) in Tone: of real nen as ĩt 


\ 


eiples of prudence and wiſdom, and in direct conformity to the law 
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bestes Hf dt the beſt ifmereſts of the bountry In! à eriſm mo 
of real danger, than the preſent there eould not have been BY ind 

brought forward a queſtion more entitled to the candid; full and unt 
deliberate cofiſideration of this Houſe. Vet fo ſatisfied am I with MW fon 
the ſtatements made by my honourable friend, and ſo ably has he eve 
"thoſe ſtatements by his arguments anus and fate. tha 

ments which have ſcaree been coinbated, but certainly not refuted, are 
that 1 ſhould not have troubled the Houſe at all but for one obſer. | clar 
vation made by the right honourable gentleman in the courſe of his ard 
; ſpeech. Sir, the right honourable gentleman has this evening told 4 
us, nay, he has aſſerted it broadly as a propofition, which, indeed, he miſ 
Has offered to maintain, that there are in this country great nutnbets imp 
of ſeditious perſons, who have formed themſelves into ſocieties under of 
the ſpecious title of Reformers, but whoſe real object is to overturr WoL 
the Conſtitution by aſſiſting the French, ſhould they ever land in Ma 
this country. This, Sir, is in truth, a very broad propoſition, and, Y 
wittiout interiding any thing ludicrous, I muſt” confeſs its capacity nou 
was not à little enlarged by the tone and geſture in which it was de- ple, 
Ilivered, But the right honourable gentleman cahnot wonder if 1 ſma 
dery aſſertions fo generally made, and propoſitions ſo wide and un- Cour 
limited in their ſcope. I am now told there are every: where inſi- ple. 
dious, lurking perſons who cheriſh ſentiments hoſtile to the Govern- of tl 
ment. This is an accuſation by no means new. It is, eo min 
much too loofe and vague to be regarded with complacency. -- cou 
admit chat there may be in this country, as there ever will — in ſtrer 
every country, a few, who, urged by 1 know not what ſpirit, 2 love vat, 
of change a paſſion probably once cheriſhed by the right honoura- this 
ble germleman himſelf or from worſe motives, deſire the overthrow men 
of the Government. But while I am far from doubting that there hie 
may be had men, T hope and believe they are few. It is with them, el 
perhaps; as with the graſshopper—they will make a noiſe, but they tlem 
Have too much timidity ever to be ſeen. © Only alarmiſts eould ap- us tl 
prehenid' danger from ſuch men. But we have often before nov of th 
heard it ſtated in language not lefs confident, that in every corner of very 
the kingdom ſedition and treaſon in ſome degree exift. This, Si, WM n= l 
is a little unaecountable. If His Majeſty's Miniſters have not bodic 
been all along deceiving us, it is not ealy to imagine how, in this WA r 
criſis of their mighty power, a few obſcure individuals could have Juſtly 


bevome ſo formidable. Really there is in theſe matters ſomething 
o the” thyfterious.” A ſhort time back, ſo much of the *Confiiti 
Won Wü ssen away to defend the reſt; and for this proceeding tis 
ale Wüteg vy Minificrs were chiefly, that the- ſoietits welt ever} 
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until of late, e, have been uniformly told, that the memorable Trea- 
ſon and Sedition Bills had ſucceeded in effectually ſuppreſſing What - 
ever of either exiſted in the country. But this night we are told, 
that not only has the diſtemper re- appeared, but treaſon and ſedition 
are denounced. to you: and the right honourable gentleman has de- 
cdlared that they exiſt in a degree to damp the ſpirit, and repreſs the 
ardour of the country. 


n What he ſaid was, that in conſequence of many 
improper perſons having made offers to ſerve, and the appearance 
of a ſeditious faction, the ſpirits of the people and of the aſſociations 
would be damped if Lords Lieutenants of the counties, or if His 
Majeſty's Miniſters, accepted of ſuch offers of ſervice. 

Mr. "SHERIDAN then faid— We have now had the right "rg 
nourable gentleman's explanation; and I muſt ſay, that if the peo- 
ple, if the martial ſpirit of the affociations, ſhall be damped by ſa 
ſmall a number as the troop of ſeditioniſts is ſaid to confiſt of, the 


El 


ple. There is that, however, in the declared zeal and patriotiſm 
of the great body of the people, which muſt quiet every rational 
mind, and make the general ſecurity depend, as it ought, on the 
courage, the perſeverance, the reſources and the unincum ered 
ſtrength of the country. Thus much I have endeavoured. to ob- 
viate the effect of that diſcouraging propoſition—that there. exiſt at 
this moment vaſt and formidable bodies of men hoſtile. to Govern- 
went, and united to accelerate its fall. But there is one expreſſion 
which it is impoſſible I ſhould be able to contemplate without an- 
xiety, or bring forward to the recollection of the honourable gen 


us that he regrets the circumſtances which have obliged the officers: 
of the Crown to put off the State trials; and do but attend to the. 
very, miſchievous reaſon he has aſſigned for his regret. — that he could 
not lay before this Houſe. the proofs of the guilt of particular. 

bodies, and of the exiſtence of multiplied conſpiracies, Sir, I am 
not one who has ever been unwilling to pay the tribute of applauſe: 


porluns in, confinement at Maidſtone, nothing can be mare E pa indy 
hay the, leaſt, chan the uſing expreſſions towards th 
N a , with, 


2 


12 


morality were hourly acquiring ſtrength, and 4 the 
individual mind; Strong meaſures, were accordingly, adapted; and, 


Here Mr. Secretary DUN DAS ſaid, he muſt have been auch 


country is, indeed, in danger, and our ſituation i is bad beyond exam 


tleman without regret. The right honourable Secretary has told. 


C juſtly due to an Engliſh Jury? but if ever any thin could tend 
influence a Jury, it muſt be ſuch an aſſertion as that of the right 
gentleman,, In the eritical and awful ſituation. of .the 
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n That principle of the law of England 
hich holds a man to be innocent, until he is found guilty by a Jury 
45 Peers,; to my mind conveys. as ſound and wiſe a maxim, as 

er, was: inculcated. Sir, it requires of us cautiouſly to avoid all 
ahons of expreſſing haſtily, or. in warmth, even doubts of the 

1 perſons who may unfortunately ſtand aceuſed of enor- 


mous crimes. It the right honourable gentleman had but given 
that principle of our law its full weight in his deliberations, if he 


had regarded any thing that he owes to juſtice, he would not have 
made ſuch a ſpeech. But, Sir, I can remember a period in our 
annals, characterized by circumſtances not a little ſimilar, and con- 
duct very much like that of the preſent evening. The memorable 
epoch of the Stare trials is freſh in the recollection of gentlemen. 
To this I particularly allude. At that period, eventful enough, 
God knows, we. were aſſured by the right honourable gentleman 
and his friends, near him, that the whole country was, menaced, and 
in danger of being over- run by French principles, and the emiſſaries 
of the Correſponding Societies. 1 remember the proggedings of 
Parliament. in the Committces that were held on, this: occalion. 
Then, Sir, there were tremendous reports, whiſpexs of dark and 
inſidious .conſpiracies, of treaſon, and every other monſirous crime 
that could intereſt or diſquiet the mind. We were then preſented 
with profiles, and drawings of pikes, and of male and female ferews. 
It. vas then the general boaſt of Miniſters, that they poſſeſſed proots 
5 conſpiracies ; but they at the ſame time modeſtly told 
as has, been, inſinuated this evening, they regretted, chat while 

rials were depending, they could not bring forward the proofs 
th exiſting conſpiracies, of the treaſonable mind. within, and the 


- earrgſponding. danger. from without. Happily, however, theſe au- 


guries ſoon proved ill founded, and the verdict, of an [Engliſh Jury 


declared the i innocence of the accuſed. I do not ſay that the right 


honourable gentleman oppoſite. to me thinks much of the verdict of 
A Jury; but zit is no unimportant fact, that the Judge who. preſided 
on chat occafign congratulated the Jury on their verdict, and on the 
pools that had been exhibited of thoſe conſpiracies, which once 
io. wuch Alarmed the public mind, being wholly without founda- 


tion, or only the chimerical offepring of a fadion, men without 


arms, am munition, or means of any kind, and even without zeal. 
Sir, I muſt think we are on the preſent occaſion as little in _ 
of. being. overwhelmed with conſpirators as we. were then. 

though, I think, ghus, the inference from the right bonourable vo 
— man's opſervatign muſt be obyiqus. It muſt be felt, that in ſub- 
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ae ght honourable gentleman had infinuated that the priſor- | 
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ers are guilty. 
Mr. O'Connor; but I, Sir, regret that the trial àt Mfaldbofe 


againſt this Country or its Conſtitution. 


g immediately before the Houte. 
has aſſumed, as a general propoſition, the diſcretion veſted in Lords 


my Lord Onflow i” 
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put off. I regret it for reaſons very different, with feelings thie 12 | 


verſe of thoſe which appear to actuate the right Honourable'geritie- 


man. 'T' regret it, Sir, becaufe I am convinced Mr. Rütfiur 
O'Connor is not a traitor, and is incapable of acting hofMilely 
Having ſaid this, I'fhall 
now take the liberty of making ſome obſervations on the queſtion 
The right honourable gentleman 


Lieutenants; but all ſervants are reſponſible for their conduct. The 


whole” queſtion is, therefore, this “ Has my honourable friend- 


made out ſuch a eaſe as ought to induce this Houſe to enter into 
the propoſed! inquiry, and as requires a juſtification of the conduct of 
I think this caſe has been made out ; but 
ſo far from the right honourable gentleman meeting the queſtion 
fairly, he has not in any one inſtance attempted to diſcuſs it. In- 
ſtead of this, a great deal of the right honourable gentlemiin's ſpeech 
was occupied with efforts to throw odium on the reſolutions of the 
borough of Southwark, which all comes to this —“ Is it fit 'to tell 
the Freneh that England is not what England was?“ But, Sir, it was 
not neceſſaty that theſe reſolutions ſhould ever have been paſſed, to 
give the French all the information on this ſubject they can ee. 
They eannot think it neceſſary to refer to the borough of Southwark 
to inform them, that we entered into the preſent War ſtrengrhened 


by an alliance with almoſt every power in Europe, that we ave loft 


our allies one by one, that Belgium is. annexed'to their Republic, 
and that we have ſuſtained great and grievous Toffes in the Weſt 
Indies. It is Complained of, that theſe reſolutions have become too 
public,” and they would find their way to France. Sir, 1 do not 
know that this will be the caſe ; but I do know, that if the de 
elarations of the Borough Aſſociation reached Franc, no cntlid dr 
intelligent Frenchman will doubt the determination of that fdlen 
of His Majeſty ſubjects to defend their country, arid affert their 
rights againſt invaders, of whatever deſcription.” n. 

But it appears to me that language, ſuch as that held by che right 
honourable gentleman, is every way unworthy of himſelf. At tie 
time the hirſt was after unatimity; nom we are theeateHied -Witht 
ſehiſms; and if ever ary. thing ſerious to this country®oulg be the 
effect of party unimofiry;'thar"right' Honourable gentleman, aud thoſe 
cho like to ve and wound the fpirit of individitils] Will be ache 
tc blame. Ity indeed] is pretty evident that no offer of feré 76" ng 
eee, Executive GoverhteffH HR abe ke 
R 2 . 
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.ofapetil; vg oblivion of political enm̃ity, will dp; unieſs we come WH wat 
Sar ward gel dcelaxe;the preſert war juſt and :neceifary although we WW not 
bad in ati commencement and bave uniformly ſince, {oppoſed it 28 ref 
unjuſt; and angecsſſary z thatiwermuſt deny all our cheriſhed and o 
oldeß Prineiples ; acknowledge thuſe Miniſters to hayes capacity, he: 


* 


whoſe i incapacity we always have deplored; in fine, unleſs we bring 
along with us A certificate of out capacity, it appears tũ be the de- 
termination of His Majeſty Ministers that we ſhall not ſerve our 
country, on be found in its ranks, fighting its battles in the hbur of 
danget. Sir, 1 do not ſtate this on light grounds. In my neigh- 
bourhood, inſtanees have occurred of conduct on the part of Miniſ- 
ters that warrant my concluſions, An honourable gentleman,” 


| Member of-this Houſe, than whom there is not a more loyal, gallant 
perſon in it, has made an offer af his ſervices, but no notice has of 
been taken of that offer. The whole of his palitical proſeription in 


* 


can therefore only mean, that certain perſons. ſhall not be truſted 
vith arms-becauſe they have oppoſed Miniſters. The right honout- 
able gentleman ſays, that the reſolutions of the inhabitants of the 
borough of Southwark tend only to{invite the! Frendh t& come and 
ive chem the fraternal hug. But ſo little do they expreſs a defire 
to receive the . fraternal kiſs, that the reſolutions breathe a true Eng · 
ich ſpirits they contain expreſſions of undiſſembled love of theit 
Coda cadet the French, “jf you come, we are determined/to 
pol you-wth/all our might.“ The right benobrable gentleman 
has S Aerted with great boldneſs, (I need not expect eandour on that 
nde of Ahe Houſe;) that the motives of many perſons: who had offered 
their-ſoryiees,wero ver queſtionable, and that the reſolutions paſſod 
240 he barqugh.had! not; a tendeney to produce unanimity. With 
veſpechꝭ ao the laſt. the contrary of this is evident. And to hear 
men hothave, never been ſupported but from parſimonious mo- 
„ves, ho have been buying at their price all that have erer 
elpoulglaheit gauſe to hear theſe men queſtion the purity. of mo- 
tives, is t ſurpriſing... They. habitually, if not naturally, aſcribe 
thoſe qualities to others which they know they inherit themſelves. 
„Win -xc{peR to the tendeney cf the reſolutions, I ſhall ſay onee for 
(All: that i Jas an inhabitant of. che borough, attending at the 
amceting ig which thoſe reſolutions: were adopted, and there ſhould 
1 man hof ſhould Nate that ĩt had been ſaid in 

;Hnuſepgf.,Commoys ghabi all: reformers ere friends of «the 
„Fręenehn, and regarded.) as ſurh: by that peuple, the detarmi natiom io 
eee in, obe oiicheibirelclu ions. Acud be 10 e 
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mark. From all theſe confideracions;: Sir, I rand ay I thek it 
not candideor prudent in Miniſters to fhrink from this diſeuſſiot and 
refuſe inquiry. I think they owe it to themſe}ves . Know they 

owe it to the oountry.— Mr. Sheridan concluded wich ſay ing. he 
| heartily re - the I" mother, "an would day; e 
s ting „ I'M THDBSINT 200 
> Me, JI . BASTARD. did not think the" prefer queſtion ef 
; ſaffcient magnitude to make it-an object worthy of diſeuſſion. All 
ve ſhould now look to was, that the country be properly defended. 
For his part, he could never agree in thinking that any man's cha- 
racter could be ſlurred by the diſcountenance of any Lord Lieu- 
tenant; if ſo, then his charaggr was now aſperſed; for he had 
offered to arma number of his tenants at his own expence, but his 
offer was not attended to, nor was he the leaſt hurt at this mark df 
inattention ; it relieved him from all reſponſibility; it ſaved him 
ſome thouſand pounds: and the country may be as well defended 
by others as by him; all he wiſhed for was, that 1 it err N 
tually defended· 

Lord WILLIAM RUSSELL laid, he cue not bing himſelf 
to agree with the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that the 
queſtion now before the Houſe was not an object worthy of con- 
ſideration; it plainly proved to his mind, that it was the plan of 
Miniſters to proſeribe every perſon who did not endeavour to ſup- 
port them in power; but as to the noble Lord, whoſe conduct dn 
this occaſion was brought under the conſideration of the Heuſe, He 
bor one could declare, that for the ten years whieh he Had ehe homer 
to repreſent the county of Surry, he had always A 
greateſt candour from that noble Lord; and he was ſure thit His 
behaviour in this recent tranſaction ſhould rather be aferibe8'to'the 
.intrafion-of Miniſters than to the natural diſpoſitiom of che Lord 
Lieutenant of the county of Surry. ' Convinced; therefore, as as he 
was, of their unwearied attempts to ſtigmatize every petſon "who 
diſapproved of their meaſures, he would now vote 1 un, W 
r 1 * 
Mr. CURWEN retained his: former onda of Ws Cincspilly 

of Miniſters, and alſo his idea of the neceſſity of 'a Palianantity 
Reform. Theſe opinions he would again ftir and ſupport; ben 
the proper time returned for ſueh diſcuſſions; but the infamous cn 
duct of the Freneh was now no longer to de enduted ; their? At- 
tempts were firſt : tu be baffled aud confdunded'; dd hen the 
danger dre mear, there would be found but very few in&es}; F. ws 
who would not dome forward 40'mevt: aud repel it. toon Id 51 
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154 Mr. MARTIN. thought the conduct of Lords Lieutenants of ol 
* I; | counties, ſhould be ſubjected to a due degree of reſpcctability; they fe 
BY were named by the-Crown ; and if they were to be entruſted! with h: 
. | an arbitrary and uncontroled power, the liberties of the country pt 
08 would be at an end. of 
4 7 | Mr. TIERNEY roſe to reply ; he ſaid, that as there 3 to ir 
2 be no diſpoſition in any gentleman to {ay any thing farther upon the ol 
7 3 queſtion, he now roſe to avail himſolf of the mrivilape of rde to ti 
1 the arguments urged againſt his motion. at 
3 Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, that no gentleman had ſueh a pri- hi 
11 vilege. It was an indalgence allowed at firſt for the purpoſes of be 
1 F explanation, though it was perfectly competem for any other perſon ar 
Ws to ſpeak after a gentleman who had brought forward a motion: Hie cc 
per 1 had come to the Houſe with the intention of deilverime his ſenti. de 
F _ -mepts upon the ſubject; but every point of argument hid: been fo re 
4.308 ably urged by his right honourable. friend, that he ſhould think he th 
2. Had no apology in troubling the Houſe. Should any thing he ad- W 
b | " | vanced by the honourable gentleman which required- an _—_ he Wi 
+4 thould not conſider himſelf precluded from ſpeaking. | | « of 
f "2 Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, he was aware that he had not a claim gf V 
3A ſtrict right to be the laſt ſpeaker ; and this he had experienced-on'a an 
3 former occaſion, when the right honourable gentleman had taken in 
1 by: j | the opportunity of his having previouſly ſpoken in reply, for a let- re 
1 1 off at him when he was prevented from replying. It was againſt 00 
1 this that he wiſhed, if poſſible, to guard. It ſo happened on the ſol 
4 . | -  -preſent occaſion that the cauſe of his riſing, and the right honovr- dil 
1 1 able ger:tleman' s deelining to ſpeak, was the fame. He had heard thi 
SY no arguments uſed upon the other fide to convince him of the im- Ke 
1 propriety of his motion. The right honourable gentleman did not of 
1 ſeem. to be acquainted with the proviſions of the bill which had all 
1 . paſſed a month ag for the defenee of the eountry, in which he had nif 
JK | the good fortune to concur. By that bill the Lords Lientenants of wi 
| = counties were required to make returns as foon as poffible of the fri 
1 perſons i in their diſtricts who were willing to ferye, and on what the 
terms. "The Lord Lieutenant, however, was not called upon to off 

recommend. \ The right honourable gentleman wiſhed to throw ſta 

the odium of refuſing the proffered ſervice of any body-of men upon ha 

the Lord Lieutenant, while the Secretary of State was the efficient qu; 

. manager. . his, nodoubt, was a very convenient arrangement, if por 

Lords dieuteng nes thought, proper to ſubmit to it, It was faidy tit tio 

tour Je} hel officers propoſed: was a ſtronger meaſure than to vcjett but 

hi 6 fer of an eee Le FE -might hot or g uy 
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ak one, but it was not the diſtinction of his argument, it was the de- 
hey fect of the bill. What he complained of was, that Yor Onflow. 
vith had taken no ſteps to inform himſelf on the ſubjeQ, but had thought. 


proper, in a very abrupt manner, to throw a ſlur on the inhabitants 
of Southwark, by rejeQing their ſervices. Inſtead of courting 
information, as he ought to have done, inſtead of wiſhing to. have 
objections removed, he had avoided all examination and explana- 


tion. In doing this, had Lord Onflow done his duty to the country 7 
at the preſent momentous eriſis? The conduct of Lord Onſlow F 
pri- had tended to excite diviſions, and to inflame animoſities in the 
es of borough of Southwark; he had thrown a ſlur on its inhabitants; 
-rfon and if any mode cquld be ſhown by which they could challenge and 
He compel him to give ſome reaſon for his conduct to them, they were 
enti. determined to employ it. The previous reſolution in which the 
n ſo reaſons which indween them to come forward, ſo far from inviting 
« he the enemy, - appriſed. om of the deſperate refiſtance which they 
ad- would have to encAunfer. We had been told that the French 
, he were to be frightened out of their - wits by the unanimous addreſſes 
of the two Houſes of Parliament pledging their lives and fortunes. 
m gf Were the French then to be frightened by the paper ſhot of Parli- 
oma ament? and was the honeſt, firm, and zealous determination of the 
taken inhabitants of Southwark to have no effect upon them? If Barras 
x let- reaſoned as the right honourable gentleman had ſuppoſed, and ſtill 
gainſt continued to think, that the Reformers would abet their eauſe, tlie 
n che ſoldiers to be employed in the expedition would, at Teaft, draw a 
dn. different concluſion. They would not be encouraged to embark in 
heard the.enterprize, by the information that thoſe who were friendly to 
im- Reform, would be firſt to reſiſt their attempts upon the independence 
4 nt of the eountry. It was evident, however, that Minifters diſcouraged” 
1 had all offers of ſervice, but from thoſe who were friendly to their Admi- 
«hid niſtration, and would not willingly put arms into any hands but thoſe 
\nts of which, were ready to applaud their meaſures. His honourable i 
of the friend beſide him (General Tarleton) was not the only inſtance. If 5 
what che reports in circulation were to be credited, Miniſters had rejected |: 


offers of ſervice from another quarter, in which, from the exalted © 
throw ſtation of the party, there could be no ſuſpicion of difaffeQion, and 

6 had thus checked the zeal and ſpirit that was burſting forth in a N 
quarter where the country would rejoice moſt to fee it. This re- | = 
port, if true, added to many other inſtances where che fame difpofi- . N 
tion was diſplayed, proved that Minifiers were averſe to employ amy 1 
but thoſe wh were ready implicitly to bow to their authority, and I 
to approve all their meaſures: It was ſaid that the Feſoltition in £ 4 
which the conduct of the Miniſter was held up to public diſappro- 
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bation, ws not calculated to procure unanimity. That reſolution, 
it was to be obſerved, had not been read at all in the general meet. 
ing ing. The firſt meeting held was, indeed, a party meeting, and the 
abject of the reſolution was to give value to their ſervices, by ſhew- 
ing that they were extorted. At the general meeting, hon ever, the 
plan of aſſociation was approved of by an aſſembly, where many 
preſent were friendly to the Miniſter's politics, and ſeveral altera- 
tions were adopted to accommodate them. The right honourable 
gentleman obſerved, that if there was any violation of political pu- 
rity, there muſt be two parties concerned. How often the Miniſters 
were parties to ſuch tranſactions he would not determine. But was 
there ever a period when greater temptation was held out for jobs? 
Did ever Miniſters hold out greater advantages to thoſe who joined 
them than the preſent Miniſters ? It was neceſſary to ſhew that 
there was no job, no finiſter motive in the ſupport offered to Go- 
vernment. We had ſeen all principle degraded, all appearance of 
independenoe rendered ſuſpeRed by the greedineſs with which offers 
were. held out, and the avidity with which they were accepted. - He' 
was anzious; therefore, as well as thoſe that ated with him, to 
guard his motives from ſuſpicion, and to prove himſelf fit to be a 
A foldicr, by ſhewing that he was a man of honour. What then was 
4 | the conduct of which he complained * Men were invited to offer 
i IF : their ſervices, and when, in the loyalty of their honeſt hearts they 
1 dd come forward, they were rejected without any reaſon aſſigned. It 
5 5 was ſor this that he arraigned the conduct of Lord Onſlow ; he de · 
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manded that he ſhoutd-be put upon his trial in the name of the ig- 
habitants of Southwark; he called for ſome explanation of the in- 
ſult which he had put upon them. At a time when they were loaded 
with ſo many.grievances, when they voluntarily came forward with 
an offer of their ſervices, was it prudent to ſend them back with an 
additional grievance more, and that, too, moſt cruel and inſulting to 
their feelings? It was not that he was deficient in the politeneſs 
which,- on ſuch an occafion, might have been expected, towards 2 
Member. of Parliament ; it was the flur thrown upon the inhabi- 
tants of Southwark, which ought to be wiped away. This might 
ſerm a flight matter to ſome gentlemen ; but in many caſcs it was 4 
ſeyere hardſhip, and a moſt painful injury. It was not an indit- 
. ferent matter to a little tradeſman to be ſuſpected by his cuſtomers ; it 
was not a ſligtut injury to tell men already ground down by burdens, 
who made an effort to defend their country without any expence io 
_ Goveroment, you may go back; we cannot accept your ſervices! 
What handle for the indulgence of animoſity did this furniſh to in - 
* 1 A line was now 1 between the ſervices of ©; 


£.% 
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. i thoſe who were Friends to the Miniſter” 8 polities, and thoſe who en» 
- WE tcrtained different ſentiments; and now they were to wait till the 
N : hour of danger arrived, ignorant whether their ſervices were to be 
7 ; accepted, either in ſullen "Glaoment, or in pious reſignation. The 
"= : right honourable gentleman ſaid, that his office was tilled every day 
Wy > with offers of aſſociation. Perhaps, however, he ought not to rely 
* : too much on the offers of which he boaſted. Many were compelled 
le ; to offer their ſervices, many durſt not refuſe. The time might 
1 . come when it would be found that one good man in the borough 
8 N would be of more ſervice and deſerve greater truſt than a multitude 
vas WS of the ſigners of loyal addreſſes in favour of the Government as it 
ds |  i:ds. If by the Government as it ſtands they mean the Conſti- 
ned WR dunon of chis Country, then he was ready to concur with them; 
* : but if they meant the preſent Adminiſtration, it was an inſult to the 
20 A fufcrings of the Nation, which Miniſters had reduced to its preſent 
e of W fiuation. If the preſent motion was rejected, the inhabitants of 
<1 : Southwark would be branded as unworthy to ſerve their country ; 


and the zeal and ſpirit would be checked, if, without any reaſon 
aſſigned, they could be liable to fuch inſple. He begged gentlemen 
to refleQ calmly upon what might be the effect of ſuch conduct. It 
was right for Government to be vigilant, and to be careful that arms 
ſhould not be entruſted to improper perſons ; but at the ſame time 
it ought to beware of branding whole bodies of men as unworthy 
to be truſted with the defence of their country. Lords Lieutenants 
were not expected to poſſeſs a very uncommon ſhare of wiſdom ; 
or if ſuch expectations were entertained, they would be diſappointed. 

They were not, therefore, to be called upon to exerciſe an extraor- 
dinary diſcretion. Few men had more confidence in the ſuperiority 
| of our Navy than he had ; but upon the element, where our ſucceſs 
had been ſo much diſtinguiſhed, fortune did much. It might 
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Engliſh ground. Was it wiſe, then, to raiſe up animoſities and 
inflame parties, or inſult whole bodies of men by telling them 


country ? 


1255 Mr. Sceretary DUN DAS ſaid, chat the offer of alben in 
indi queſtion had been made under the Volunteer Act, not a the late 


ders; a s for the better defence of the country. 
urdens, 
hence to 
vices! | 

to in⸗ | 
vices of ©; 


derſtood that the buſineſs was a party concern, The firſt meeting 
vas confeſſedly ſo.* At, the ſecond, ſome of thoſe who differed with 


Ama and were not ſure that at they ought not to have oonlidered 


happen, then, that Englith liberty would come. to be defended on 


that = are unworthy to be truſted with the defence of 2 | 


Mr. HENRY THORNTON ſaid, that it was generally 1 


he honourable gentleman attended; but they took little ſhare in the - 
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themſelves as intruders. Previous to theſe meetings there had been 
different aſſociations in the Borough, from which no body of men 
were excluded ; and in one of the pariſhes a general aſſociation was 
now ſet, on foot, of which ſeveral friends of the honourable gentle- 
man were members. | 

Mr. 'TIERNEY faid, the firſt meeting might be conſidered as 1 
party meeting, at which they vored their political ſentiments ; the 
others were general meetings, and ſeveral ſuggeſtions and amend- 
ments were adopted, from gentlemen of oppoſite political prin- 
.ciples. 

Lord HAWKESBURY faid, it ſeemed rather extraordinary t 
him, that ſuch conduct was held to ſecure unanimity. The fir 
meeting voted the neceſſity of Parliamentary Reform and Univertil 
Suffrage, from which great part of the inhabitants diſſented, and this 
was to be the baſis of unanimity. But the next mecting was to be 
unanimous, and then the former reſolutions were publiſhed with 
thoſe of that day, and ſo a fort of contuſion was kept up. Let tie 
Houſe then aſk themſelves, if Lord Onflow had done wrong to 
xefuſe the acceptance of what bore ſuch evident marks of party: 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS, in explanation, contended, that 
nothing which fell from him that night could be fairly conſtrucd as 
tending to pre judge the perſons in queſtion ; nor could any thing 
he had ſaid relative to the evidence to be brought forward on those 
trials, be imputed to him as an opinion, in any point of view, of 
their progreſs or reſult, 


Mr., SHERIDAN replied, that words might certainly, and with | 


fairneſs, be interpreted ſo as to bear a different ſenſe from what the 
perſon delivering them might intend—but he would perfift in aver- 
ring, that the words expreſſed by the right honourable gentle 
man were liable to the conſtruction he had put upon them, and 
that they were calculated to impreſs the public mind in that for 
of way. | 

The queſtion being called for, the Houſe divided; when there 
appeared: In favour of the motion, 22 ; Againſt it, 141. Mx 
jority, 119. | | | 

Wedneſday, May 9. 


| Mr. WILBRAHAM BOOTLE reported from the Com- 
mitteg, to whom the report was re committed, which was mad: 
from the Committee to whom the ſeveral papers which were pie 
| by ented to the Houſe, upon the 21ſt day of March laſt, by Mr. 
 PWihitchead from the Tranſport Board, and by Mr. Stewart £19 
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the Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded Seamen, reſpecting the 
treatment of priſoners of war, were referred; and who were di- 
reed to examine the matters thereof, and report the ſame, with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Houſe ; that the Committee had 
made ſome alterations in the ſaid report, and ſome additions there- 
to, and had come to ſeveral reſolutions, which they had directed 
him to report to the Houſe ; and he read the report in his place, 
and afterwards delivered the ſame, together with an appendix there- 
unto, in at the table, where the reſolutions of the Committee were 
read, and are as followeth, viz. 
« Reſolved, 

« That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the charge of 
cruelty towards French priſoners of war, which has been brought 
againſt this country, is utterly void of foundation, and appears to 
have been fabricated, and induſtriouſly ſupported, by the enemy, for 
the double purpoſe of Juſtifying their own ill treatment of Britiſh 
priſoners, and of irritating the minds of their countrymen againſt 
this nation : 

„% That jt is the opinion of this Committee, That the Britiſh 
priſoners of war, confined in France, have been treated with a de- 
gree of rigour and inhumanity unwarranted by the uſages wh war 
among civilized nations : 

« That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the Britiſh 
Government has always manifeſted a defire of entering upon a cartel 
of exchange on the moſt fair and liberal terms; that it has even 
offered to accede to any which could be adopted conſiſtently with 
what is due to individuals, and to the nation ; and that the ob- 


ſtacles to a negotiation have ariſen from the extravagant and unpre- 


cedented demands of France, and from the refuſal, on our part, to 
abandon the cuſtomary and acknowledged principle of the law of 
nations, which has been groſsly violated 1 in the gs of Sir Sithey 
Smith.“ 

The order of the day being read for the farther conſideration of 
the report of the bill for the ſale of the land tax, 

Mr. JOLLIFFE ſaid, he had ſome clauſes to propoſe, and aſked 
if it was intended to receive the report to- night? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it was not his intention to propoſe 
to receive the report to-night. 


The queſtion being then put for the Speaker leaving the chan, 


in order to re- commit the bill, 


Lord SHEFFIELD ſaid, he was by no means reconeiled to the 


meaſure, nor had any thing he heard upon that ſubject obviated tris 


PjeQtions 3 it was a meaſure unjuſt and opprefhye | upon the Land- 
8 2 W 
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holder; and if it had any tendency to benefit, it was at the ſole ex- 
pence of the landholder. It went to reduce the price of land, and 
the landed gentleman: was made a ſaerifice. If the meaſure was to 
have any effect, where was the landed gentleman to get the money 
to buy his land tax? If he procured the money, it muſt be drawn 
from ſources where it was at preſent much more uſefully employcd 
from the purſuits of agriculture, from manufacture, or from com- 
merce. The conſequence muſt be, a great ſtagnation in theſe 
branches. It would be impoſſible to borrow the money; far, what 
monied man would lend his money at legal intereſt, when he could 
make 6 per cent. in the public funds, with the proſpect of in- 
creaſing his capital 50 per cent. on the return of peace? For ſup- 
poling the price of ftock to riſe to 75, at the return of peace, the 
ſtockholder would, by that riſe, increaſe his capital 50 per cent. Or 
ſuppoſing that ſome landed gentlemen were now in poſſeſſion of ſtock 
enough to commute for their a would it be worth their giving 
6 per cent., and to receive only 54 in exchange? Seeing, therefore, 
the meaſure both inſufficient and n he ſhould e its 
farther progreſs. 

Mr. PEEL ſaid, that this was a meaſure of ſuch general pro- 
feſſional ooneern, that he could not refrain from ſpeaking his ſenti- 
ments. He had not attended during the former diſcuſſions of this 
meaſure, but he underſtood that a great deal of violent language had 
been uſed againft it. When however, he looked into- the bill, he 
found it ſo very inoffenſive, that he was ſurprized the language of 
pique and reſentment ſhould be uſed againſt it. It ſeemed to him 
a meaſure ef ſuch a nature, that none could object to it. A noble 
Lord had conſidered it as an attack upon the landed intereſt; he ſau 
no attack upon them; it only gave them power to redeem them- 
_ from a burden which was now impoſed upon them; or bow 

could ĩt affect the trade of the country ? If perſons were making 
3'or'g per cent. of their money in trade. they would not of courſe 
draw it out; or if they did, it was at their own choice. There was 
no compul ion in the cafe ; the bill did not compel them to buy. 
In ſnort, as a meaſure calculated to ſupport the credit and in- 
tereſt of the e, he conceived it. emitled to os ee 
ſupport. | 
Mr. DENNISON faid, he! gig not wich, at this ite, 8 
ay obſtacles in the way of the operations of Government; but this 
bill was fo novel and pernicious in its principle, and ſo vexatious in 
its operation, that he muſt diſſent from its being; paſſed into a law. 
He toqk his ſtand upon the ground of the-impolicy of the meaſure; 
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and partjcylarly at the time at which. it-was brought forward. This 
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was the worſt, period which poſſibly could be choſen toicalbnpon-the:! 7 
landed gentlemen to redeem or purchaſe their land tax ; and if at 
other times better terms could: be made, ſuch times:could and ought 
to be waited for. He concei ved it to be extremely unjuſt to put 
more than their ſhare of burden upon the landed intereſt... We were 
all engaged in a common cauſe; and for the e ae we 
ought all to contribute our equal ſhares. 3 rich 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR conſidered chi as an e 
meaſure, and therefore he ſhould oppoſe it; and ſtate the reaſons of 
ſuch oppoſition. But before he went to the meaſure itſelf, he would 
ſtate an objection to the legality. of their proceedings. The Houſe 
had already voted a land tax for the year 1798, at the ſum of 48. 
in the pound, and, conſiſtent with their own orders and rules, that 
bill could not be repealed, altered, or amended, in the ſame ſeſſion, 
without the Houſe had reſerved to themſelves .a ſpecial. power for 
that purpoſe, by a clauſe in the bill. It had been uſual to reſerve» 
ſuch powers in ſome caſes, and there was a diſtinction of the power 
relerved : in ſome caſes it went only to alter and vary, and in others 
to repeal totally. This was the preliminary objection to. akte he: 
wiihed to direct the attention of the Houſe, IS 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the honourable Ton would 
certainly do right to ſettle the point of legality,” as he termed it, he 
fore he entered into the principles-of the meaſurſre. lourt 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR then moved the reading of a elauſe in 
the act of 7 Geo. III. c. 4. and the clauſe in he land tax of the 
preſent year, giving a power to alter and vary it in the ſame ſeſſion 
of Parliament. The clauſes being both read, he ſaid, he had moved 
that theſe claufes ſhould be read, in order to eſtabliſſi that diſtige-! 
tion, that there were too diſtinct modes of reſervation, the one of _ 
which went to the total of a bill, and the other only; to alter andi 1 
vary parts of it. And, indeed, ſo mueh was this diſtindt ien im- 83 
preſſed upon the minds of the Houſe, that in the bill of this ſeſſion :; "a 
which was to regulate the qualifications of Cominiſſioners of the- 15 
Land Tax, the bill had for preamble, An act to vary and alter: 
S ſo much of the land tax as relates to the qualifications of Oœminiſ.- 
| lioners.” So the bill before the Houſe ought tobe entitled, ffn 
bill for altering and varying the former bill, fo far as relates toothe? 
particular objects in view. This he euneeided ti bean objection 
fatal in the meaſure; and that the; Houſe, ee with its H 
rules and: orders, could not proceed farther in t. ler [iid 

Mr. Chancellor PI PT ſaid, that the . Da 
ſtated, that there was a power to vary, alter and repeal acy:pant f. 
che act, and conſequently? to alter, vary, * m 
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act alluded to, in ſucceſſion. The Houſe would determine whether 
this could be any thing ſhort of a complete power to repeal the 
whole, if neceſſary. This was a queſtion which he ſubmitted to the 
Houſe and the Chair. Another anſwer which he gave to the ho- 
noutable Barofet was this—that this bill did not propoſe to alter, 
vary, or repeal the Land-tax Bill for the preſent year in any one in- 
ſtance, or in any one clauſe whatever. The Houſe had voted a 
land tax for the vear 1 798, and this bill left the proviſions for the 
year 1798 exactly as it found them. The only difference was 
this, that whereas bv the annual bill, the duty would ceaſe at the 
expiration of that act, by the operation of the preſent bill the duties 
were continued. The other regulations reſpecting the terms of 
purchaſe, &c. did not in the ſmalleſt degree apply to the preſent 
year. The honourable Baronet's argument he therefore thought 
defective, as there was ſufficient power to repeal the bill impoſing 
the land tax, even during the preſent ſeſſion; and if there was not, 
this meaſure did not require it. | 

Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, this was 4 n upon which it was im- 
poſſible for him to give any opinion. The Houſe had heard both 
the clauſes read, and they would determine upon them. At the 
ſame time, if they required his opinion, he would give it. It was 
his duty to bring to their recollection their rules and orders, and 
when he had' done fo, it was for themſelves to determine any queſ- 
tion. He had no heſitation in ſaying, that he thought the preſent 
meaſure did not in the leaſt touch upon the Land-tax Act for the 
year, and that, without the reſervation in the act, this bill did not 
infringe upon the rule which prohibits the fame meaſure to be twice 
agitated in the fame ſeſſion; but that if it did in effect, the reſer- 
vation contained in the former bill was fully ſufficient to juſtify the 


— meaſure.” The Land- tax Act impoſed a duty of 48. in the pound 
for the year 1 798, and this bill perpetuates that duty ; fo that this 
bill commenced its operation when the other ceaſed to act. 


Sir JOHN SINCLAIR objected to the meaſure on conſtitu- 
tional grounds, as it took away the check which that Houſe had 
upon the ſupplies to be granted to the Crown annually. Other 
taxes, which depended upon paſſion and prejudice, ſuch as thoſe 


upon ſnuff, tobacco, and ſugar, might fail, but land was a ſure 


ſource of revenue: yet a land tax was in irſelf a tax both unjuſt 
and unequal, and” therefore ought not to be perpetuated; and he 
would ſtate the opinion of a former Chancellor of the Exchequer 


upon this ſubject. In the yeat 132, when Sir R. Walpole was 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, he propoſed to reduce the land tax to 


one thilling in the pound. He was oppoſed by ww gentlemen ; 
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and in anſwer he ſaid, that a land tax was the moſt unjuſt of all 


taxes, and that it ought never to be impoſed but in caſes of the 
greateſt neceſſity. He made a wonder of it at that time, that a tax 
ſo unequal and unjuſt ſhould have laſted for forty years. But it 
was reſerved for the preſent Chancellor of the Exchequer to come 
forward with a propoſition for making it perpetual, and to threaten 
the kingdom with an unlimited impoſt upon land, which, in fact, 
was the cafe, if the principle of this bill was onee admitted. He 
had other objections, and particularly, as was ſtated by the noble 
Lord, to the miſchiefs that would ariſe to the intereſts of agricul- 
ture, by withdrawing money from agricultural purſuits. Nor will 
this be-the only evil, for a tax upon land according to its value, 
would ever be a great impediment and obſtacle to improvement. 


He doubted alſo very much as to the efficacy of the meaſure ; he 


faw no reafon that ſhould induce the monied men to exchange their 
ſtock for this new ſort of ſecurity. He hoped, therefore, the Houſe 
would ſee the propriety of deferring the bill unril the next ſeſſion of 
Parliament. Nothing could be done in it until the 25th of March 
next, as, until that time, the landholder was not called upon to de- 
clare wiiether he would purchaſe or not. Let it then be amended, 
with all the clauſes which the honourable gentleman wiſhed to pro- 
poſe, and then printed and circulated through the country. By the 
next ſeſſion of Parliament, if it was fo. very good a meaſure, the 
public would well underſtand it, and ſupport it with zcal. Upon 
theſe grounds, he ſhould oppoſe the Speaker's leavipg the chair, and 


move, that the farther conſideration ſhould be deferred until the 


next ſeſſion of Parliament. 

Mr. JONES oppoſed the meaſure, which he conſidered as unjuſt 
in many-inſtances, particularly becauſe it made that which was now 
an annual vote of Parliament, perpetual, He ſaid, there exiſted_a 
ſpirit in the country equal to the preſent arduous criſis, and reſources 
equal to the expenſive conteſt we had to maintain; but he did not 


think this meaſure would in any degree add to thoſe reſources. , He 


withed to ſee every man fairly called upon to contribute one-tenth 
of his income to the public ſervice. 

Mr. BURDON diſagreed from the honourable gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, as to the tendency. of this meaſure, which, he thought 
would prove highly beneficial in its effects. 

Sir JOHN, SINCLAIR. explained. 
Colonel ELFORD. wiſhed to make a few obſervations on, "what 

had fallen from ſeveral. gentlemen whe, oppoſed the meaſure, which 
had his moſt hearty. aſſent, becauſe he could; not ſee amg, of chte 
gvils which had been predicted of it, and becauſe none. of. the obj bes- 
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FT opinion, go materially ac the principle of the 
bill; As. to that whieh related to the conſtitutional ground, it was, 
in his mind, eompletely done away, by the proviſion which made 
a-quantum. of the prefent permanent taxes annua}, in proportion to 
the quantum of annual tax which might be rendered permanent by 
the operation of this meaſure. The objection made by a noble Lord, 
and another honourable gentleman, that probably the taxes on ſugar, 
tobacco, and ſnuff, might fall off, did not apply; for that the dan- 

ger to the Conſtitution aroſe from the Executive Power having too 
large a fixed and permanent income, and from that Houſe not Hav- 
ing the check of granting annually a certain proportion of the reve- 
nue. Wich reſpect to the benefits to be derived from the meaſure, 
he was perſuaded they would be co-extenfive with the operation of 
the bill ; ; that if the whole was ſold, a certain benefit would accrue 
t9 the public, and if half only (ſhould be diſpoſed of, half the benefit 


would be derived. There was no obligation to purchaſe, and the 


ietor of land, if he did not chooſe to purchaſe, remained juſt as 
he was before; for he could not lay much ſtreſs on what had been 
urged about the feelings of gentlemen who did not purchaſe their 


own land tax, There did, however, appear to him one objeclion 


of a more ſolid nature, and that was, the injury which. would be 
ſuſtained by the perſons whom this meaſure would chiefly affect, if 
abs ſhould arri ve when the circumſtances of the country would 
t of the land tax being reduced to a leſs rate than four ſhillings 

in the pound; and he thought that if any clauſe could be deviſed, 
by which, perſons who had purchaſed their land tax at the rate of 
four. ſhillings, ſbould be enſured ſome recompence or immunity, in 
ſuch an event, it ought to be adopted. He was ſenſible of the great 
difficulty of farming ſuch a clauſe, becauſe it was almoſt impoſlible 
to fix a criterion by which the period could be aſcertained ; but if 
ſuch a clauſe could not be introduced, he truſted that the good 
. and the juſtice of a future Legiſlature would take the matter 
onöderation, vhenever the «circumſtances of the country 


ha laid, this was not the proper time for making an innovation like 
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enty theſe thircgits inte execiition! Whatever fur mffes gentlecer 
might have heretofore made on the probable effeꝗs of the French Re- 
volution, the events of the ſt eight or ten months Mac rendered 
them no longer an object of ſpeculatton : bur of poſitive certainty 5 
their defigns* were now clearly developed : their plans were clearly 
to revbluthonivie and overturn” every Government. Whether they 
came as friends, with offers of amĩty, or as enemies, with threats of 
extermination; their approach was equally baleful, and equally de- 
ſtructive. They had conquered by appedling to and exciting the 
worſt paſſions; they had firſt deluded, and then ſudjugated the 
countries oV er Which they now had dominion. Whoever Ri 
doubted it, might look at Genoa, Tuſcany, the Citalpide Republic, 
Holland, and Vhnibe; ; at this laſt place particularly, after having, 
by the baſeſt ack of treachery, got poſſeſſion of the government; . 
after having plundered the arſenal, the treaſury, and the people, did 
they leave them to chooſe a government for themſelves? No; in 
utter derelidtion of all their principles, or rather their pretenſic Ions, 
they had aſſigned them over to an abſolute Monarch, they themſelve 
having ſworn eternal hatred to Royalty. If this did not ſatisf! gen- 
tlemen's mirids, Ter them look” at what had paſſed lately in t e cas 
pital of an empire, the Soveteigtr of which had entered into a recent : 
treaty of peace' with! the Frenen Goveriimietit. —f Soinie' perſon "here 
calling to order? the Speaker explaified the practice. —Colonel 
Elford faid; thathe certainty was in order; for thi be was arguing | 
from the general ſyſtem of the enemy, as to tlie neceſſity of adopt pting . 
ſtrong 'meaſtures in this « country ; that, however, he would' not pro- 
ceed farther; nor take up more telle of the Houſe than' to add, that 
he thought it was the dangerous ſitüation in which the country 7 flood , 
that partĩeulafly called for every effort on dur part; that the Vt 
meaſure woſd*prove highly beneficial and efficacious, and that, 2s 
ſuch; he ſhould give ĩt his moſt hearty" ſupport.” e 8 88 ek ” 
Mr. ELLISON eonifidere® the preſent period 4 «Gi for te 
ſtrongeſt exertions from all claſſes of people. Tr malle 0 iffer e 
whether a man's property lay in land or not, it was both tis 8 
his ĩntereſt td give that property to ſupport the public ite" IF 
did not, they would probably ſoon have neithier life nor operty 4 . 
give. In the Apart of the country in which he Tived,” the people tag 
were ntintifi6ds in their derermidation! to ſup pport the comtfoh I 
eauſe “ Eis pröperty in"peficral lay in land, but thät dich not wake ? 
any dhffere n c With; beck Had his property been Gf df Tra 
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this meaſore held out very conſiderable benefits to him in that cha- 
racter. With reſpect to the obſervation, that this plan, if earricd 
into execution, would afford greater facility to the impoſition of a 
new land tax, he could not ſee the leaſt foundation for it, becauſe 
it was always in the power of Parliament to augment the land tax 
if occaſion required it; and this meaſure, if agreed to, could neither 
add to, nor take from that power. He agreed with an honourable 
Member who ſpoke before him, in a wiſh that a tax could be laid 
upon all property equally — Before he fat down he wiſhed, to make 
one obſervation, if 1t was nat irregular, which was, that in all the 
places where. he had acted as a Commiſſioner to receive appeals 
upon the Aſſeſſed Taxes, the only complaint he ever heard againſt 
them was, that they did not attach equally. 


The Houſe divided upon the amendment : 
Ayes, 27 ; Noes, 124. 

The Houſe then reſolved into a Committee, Mr. DOUGLAS 
in the chair. 

Mr. HUSSEY. expreſſed, in the ſtrongeſt manner, his wiſh that 
the Miniſter would adopt a plan for laying an equal tax upon all 
property. With reſpect to the preſent meaſure, one of his ſtrongeſt 
objections to it was, that the land tax, as at preſent exiſting, was 
unequal, conſequently that inequality would be perpetuated, without 
the hope of relief. In the various Land-tax Acts, the tax was ap- 
portioned out to the counties; but the acts did not declare in what 
manner the repartition was to be made in the counties, conſequently 
it was ſometimes levied in an unequal manner ; but no proviſion 
was made in this bill to reQify theſe errors ; on the cantrary, they 
were to exiſt for ever. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that with reſpect to the obſervation 
* which had fallen from the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, as 
well as from Tome other honourable Members, recommending a tax 
upon all property, he begged to ſay, that he perfectly concurred in 
the principle of taxing in proportion to property, and had gone far- 
ther in carrying that principle into practice than any of his preds- 
ceſſors. Whenever any plan could be ſuggeſted, by which, a tax af 
that kind could be fairly laid on, he ſhould conſider it as a great 
financial diſcovery. 

- The next objeQion made by the honourable gentleman. was, that 
the preſent land tax was unequal, and that this plan; would perper 
tuate that inequality. This he really conſidered rather as a recom 
meng2rion.c of the meaſure than an ohjection to it. $5 the land tax 
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duced? But when gentlemen talked of making the tax equal, be- 
fore they perpetuated it, they ſhould recolle&, that there were con- 
veyances, ſettlements, Ke. made, which they could not at preſent, 
wich any degree of juſtice, alter. If ever a period ſhould come in 
which it might be neecſſary to impoſe a freſh tax, it moſt undoubt- 
edly ought to be equal; but he thought it would be great injuſtice 


to equalize retroſpectively. If gentlemen would conſider this ſub- 


je, they would not find this injuſtice of which they talked. Thoſe 
who now paid a ſmal! land tax, would have but a ſmall ſum to pay 
for its redemption ; and thoſe who paid a large ſum would, by pur- 


chafing their tax, be freed from the payment of a large ſum annually. 


With refpe& to what the honourable gentleman had ſaid about the 
repartition of the tax in counties, he believed he was not quite cor- 
rect in his ſtatement, beeauſe there were clauſes to that effect in 
various acts of Parliament. - . 


The ſeveral clauſes and proviſions of the dil, together with z 


W of amendments, were agreed to by the Committee. 

The probable contingency of the adoption of a new land tax, and 
the reciprocal effect which ſuch a meaſure, and that under conſider- 
ation, muſt have, being referred to, \ t 

Mr. Chancellor PITT conceived it neceſſary to ſay a few words 
upon that point. It was certain, he obſerved, that the neceſſities 
of the State might be ſuch as to render the adoption of the meaſure 
alluded to expedient, at a future period; but in ſuch a caſe, it was 
his opinion, that the tax ſhould be made as correctly equal as the 
nature of it would admit; that ſuch impoſition ſhould take place on 
the net income of eſtates, after paying the old land tax, arid not on 
a calculation of the groſs amount of eſtates, including that incum- 
brance. The adoption of this rule, as a general principle, he con- 
ceived to be the leaſt uncertain guide to the arriving at a correct 
equality in the diftribution of the tax. He remarked upon what 
was a. very important confideration, but at the ſame time, a queſ- 
tionable - expedient in the line of policy, namely, whether there 
ſhould be certain periods far the reviſion of a future land tax. Such 
a proceeding would be defirable, but then it was alſo attended with 
its diſadvantages. Were ſuch reviſions too frequent, they would ob- 
viouſly operate as a check upon agriculture and landed improve= 
ments; were the tax to be rendered perpetual, and without reviſal, 


it certainly muſt relapſe ' into TOE: gs AS ſo much complaines Uk ö 
in the old land tax. as d 


Alter the elduſes in the bill x were diſpoſed of, ſeveral others wa 


propoſtd” by Mr. Solicitor General, ſome as additional proviſions, 
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Theſe now dlauſe and the latter proceeding, were nne by the | 
Committee.” ba 

Mr. Chancellor PITT Joothe# it-incumbent on him to oppoſe 
re-commirting the bill, on the ground of unneceffary delay, and 
tending to produce confuſion ; the objections of gentlemen could be 
28 fully and more regularly diſcuſſed on the report of the bill. 
What he would propoſe i in the preſent inſtance was, that the report 
be immediately received on the reſuming of the Houſe, that the bill 
with the atnendments might forthwith be printed, and to * an 
early day in the enſuing week for their conſideration. Fuser 

The Houſe was then reſumed. | 

Mr. Speaker having taken the chair, the report was Mea 
received, the bill, with the ſeveral amendments, ordered to be 


printed, and to be taken into farther conſideration; on eb 
r N 


- i 


Df, May 1 0. 


Mr. "RE DUNDAS ſaid, that foil of the afſooiated corps 
had expreſſed a wiſh to be enabled to aſſemble together in large 
bodies, for the purpoſe of being exerciſed ; but from the great diſ- 
nee between many of them in ſeveral counties, it was inconve- 
nient for them to do ſo. It was his object to have a proviſion made 
vor the inereaſed expenees which thoſe corps who went a great diſ- 
tance from home muſt incur. He would therefore move for leave 
to bring in a bill to authorize the billeting of ſuch corps of yeomanry 
cavalry as ſhould be defirous of aſſembling in large bodies in order 
to be trained. Leave given. He then gave notiee that he would 
poſtpone his motion relative to the Supplementary wy all Mon- 
Gay next. n 

Mr. Alderman LUSH INGTON moved, that the Houſe ſhould 
ehetel iffetf- into A Committee, to conſider of the loſſes ſuſtained by 
Britin merchants who imported corn into this country between the 
A 6f February 1795 and the 13th of April 1796. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT wiſhed the obje& of the motion to | be 

Rated, and alſo whether it was intended to move in ehe Commite: 
any indemnification for thoſe loſſes. / 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON faid; it was ht immediate 
his intention to do ſo, but his motion had that tendency. He theo 
ober bed, that there was already before the Houſe a report made by 
Select Committee upon thoſe lofles, which-he meant” to refer to'the 
Committee of the whole Houſe. He then entered into a full iate- 


1 1 


11 „ 
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country at the beginning of the year 1795; and the ineffieacy of 
the meaſures at firſt purſued by Government to remedy that evilq, 
becauſe they had taken the buſineſs into their own. hands, without 

leaving it to adventurers. But in conſequence of the recommenda- 
tion in His Majeſty's ſpeech at the opening of the ſeſſion in October 
1795, that Houſe appointed a Committee to.inquire into the ſtate of 


t the corn, whoſe opinion was, that encouragement ſhould be. held 
| out to individuals to import foreign grain. Large bounties were: 
n accordingly voted ; and conſequently great quantities of corn ar- 
| rived i in this kingdom. Numbers of the perſons, however, who 
were employed in importing, though they at firſt received: a profit, 
y were afterwards confiderable loſers, on account of the great fall 
0 which happened in the Engliſh markets; and this was occaſioned 
y by the unfair practices of Government, who, at the very time they 
5 were holding out encouragement to private individuals, were em- 
ploying agents of their own to import corn. A conſiderable quan- 
tity of corn was brought in this way for the Victualling- office, in- 
ſtead of their purchaſing it in the market. Government had alſo 
ps promiſed, that only a limited quantity of that corn in their poſſeſ- 
ge fion ſhould be ſent to the market at a time; but they ſent more 
iſ- than this quantity to market, and thereby cauſed a conſiderable fall in 
e- the price of that article, to the great injury of thoſe perſons who had 
de run ſuch riſks i in importing, and had already given large orders for 
if- more corn, On theſe grounds he thought they were entitled to an 
ave indemnity 3 ; and therefore withed the Houſe m__ go into a Com- 
nry mittee on the ſubject. | id a fie f 
der Colonel STANLEY. faid, that many * in the Eee 
wid Lancaſter, from an idea that Government would not interfere, had 
on- : ws great rifks in | importing corn, and been themſelves n N 
oſers. iz 
uld Mr. D. RYDER did not know that Government hack ever ſent 
d by fuch quantities to market as lowered the price: on the contrary, the 
the corn ſold at its higheſt price when they did ſend: ſome to market. 
TH e lamented. that there were any loſers on this occaſion; but he 
> be muſt obſerve, that if the merchant- had ſpeculated, without any 
itte bounty being offered, he could have no claim on Governmente for 
i the loſs he might have fuſtained. It was impoſſible to attend o0 
ately \the: preſent application without —__ a moſt, dangerous pre- 
a ee 10 ah We 
by + Lord: SHEFFIELD faidy that: an inquiry . for at 
D the 


band walt would be unjuſt if thoſe men were not tale an * 
NR e Was. 1 o oi 1. ee 
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Mr. BURDON wiſhed that Commiſſioners might be appointed 
to inquire into the loſſes of theſe perſons. | 
Mr. Alderman CURTIS aid; that corn had been ſent to the 
market by Government, in limited quantities. No doubt, many 
perfons 'who' imported corn ſuffered great loſſes; but the Houſe 
mould conſider that every merchant ſpeculates for his own pain 
only, and in that cafe he muſt run the riſk of loſſes. He could 


[ComMons, 


ſtate it as a fact, that at the very time that corn was 1 408. per 


quarter, there were cargoes lying in the ports of London, which the 
owners would not ſell unleſs they had a higher price. He was 
therefore againſt granting any indemnity, which, in min ume 
could not be required, and which would eſtabliſh a bad precedent. 
Mr. MARTIN thought the worthy Alderman ſpoke very fairly: 

he had no diſreſpect to the gentlemen who laid in their claim ta 
compenſation ;' if they ſpeculated purely for the good of the public, 
they ought to be remunerated, and in that caſe an inquiry would be 
proper; but if he'ſhould be convinced they did nothing but with a 
view to their own advantage, he ſhould not vote for therm. * 

lr. SHERIDAN was not in general a friend to commercial 
remunerations, for they were commonly given where no benefit was 
intended'to the public by the ſpeculators ho received them; but 
that was not the queſtion here; the queſtion was, whether thofe ho 
ſuſtained à loſs by the conduct of Government, ſhould not have 
ſomething in return to indemnify them? He maintained that Go- 
vernment gave the merchants encouragement to import corn, and 
afterwards'cauſed them to ſuſtain great loſſes upon that ſpeculation; 
and nov they had a claim, if not upon the juſtiee, certainly on the 
liberality and on the equity of the Houſe. If the loſs had arifen 
from their Own greedineſs or their own folly, he ſhould not be for 
allowing them any thing; if there were, in ſhort, any among the 
merchants' who had fuſtained loſſes, and who had only ſpeculated 
with a view to their own advantage, they ought to be excluded from 
any relief; but the Houſe ought not to confound the innocent with 
the guilty; and if he was rightly informed, there were but few, in- 
dee gin the latter ſituation. It was ſaid, that this would be a per- 
nivious precederit if afſented to. He did not think that Minifters 


always thought that to make compenſation to individuals for loſſes 1 


wys/iernicious'; it did not appear to be their wiſh, when they pro- 
poſed to grant a bonus to thoſe who had loft by the L. 


tho applicatzon before the  Houſe—Hefe Mr. Sheridan read ſeveral: 
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ty Loan. 
In che prefent eaſe; the report of the Committee, already referred to 
| bythe worth Rlderman wh brought this ſubject forward," juſtified 


Mx 10. 
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parts of the report in ſupport of his opinion; and then obſerved, 
that the queſtion was not, whether the Houſe would give to the 
merchants an indemnity? But whether they would put themſelves 
in a ſituation to know who are, and who are not, ſufferers, in confer 
quence of the conduR.of Government upon the ſubject of the im- 
portation of corn? , He maintained that Government did not give 
notice of the quantity of corn they had upon their hands; the mer- 
chants thought that Government had been exhauſting. their ſtock, 
and therefore they imported largely; but when the merchants' ſup- 
ply had arrived, Government poured in their ſtock, ſo that the price 
fell, and the. merchants became great loſers in their attempt to. ſerve 
the country,in the moſt eſſential manner. From the conduct of 
Government it appeared, that corn was extremely ſearce in this 
country, which made the owners of corn abroad think they could 
charge almoſt any price for it to the merchants and private pur- 
chaſers, and put the merchants in a ſituation which they ought not 
to be put in ; nor would they have been in that ſituation had Go- 
vernment kept their word, He thought, taking all the eireum- 
ſtances of this caſe together, there ought, at leaſt, to be an inquiry 
into the matter; and he thought that this was a moment peeuliarly 
delicate with regard to the character of Government for doing juſ- 
tice to thoſe who had claims upon them. Men of all deſeriptions 
were called upon to ſhew their zeal in ſupport of Government, and 
to make very large ſacrifices for that purpoſe. It was expected that 
no man would confider bimfelf, but would confider the ſituation of 
this country; and the Legiſlature had ſaid, that if perſons ſhould: 
kill their cattle, or deſtroy any of their property to prevent its falling 
into the hands of the enemy, they ſhall be indemnified out of the 
public purſe, and have complete compenſation :; it would be/a bad 
ſpecimen of the juſtice of the Houſe to refuſe to hear the caſe of the 
merchants who had ſuſtained ſuch loſſes as theſe, and an, indifferent 


the benefit of the public. id „ bill Atte 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T aid, that the Ratements i in * repent dic 
not Juſtify the concluſions of the honourable gentleman ho ſpoke 
laſt, as to Goyernment being to blame on this ſubject. The noble 
Lord who had ſpoken, in this debate, had been under a miſapprehen- 
log; he thought it would be an indecent thing to refuſe, inquiry. 
into the ſituation of this caſe; the truth was, that ſuch inquiry was 
made, and the reſult of it had now been on the. table forq many 
FLAT and. nothing concerning it was even brought; forward 
e now 5 and, the queſtion was, - whether there; was, enough! 
laid before the Houſe to call for any farther proceeding, , with 4 


inducement for any perſons to adventure again in any n * | 
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Afpofitton to allow, if pragteable, relief to hard "cafes? 
completely farisfied, that” without great danger of abuſe 
Th the difburſement of the public money; this claim could not be 
allowed, or eden the application of it entertained. * He therefore 
thought it woult" be fairer and more catidid to refuſe the ap- 
Plication at once. He thought it the duty of the Houſe to give it a 
direct negative ; for otherwiſe they would be holding out hopes to 
the claimants, without a chance of their having any ultimate relief, 
for he was perfectly ſatisfied that the reſult of an inquiry would be 
that the Houſe would reject the claims ; it was on that ground his 
vote would be decided: © But the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
kft aſſumed the merchant had a cafe becauſe Government did not 
inform them of the quantity of corn they had. Tf they had ap- 
plied for information, they would have had an anſwer ; they did not 
apply, and therefore it was moſt evident they did not think the in- 
formation was material. Independent of this, the information was 
- withheld from the public for very good reaſons; for, by a diſeloſure 
of the fact, the price of corn would have been much increaſed, and 
the merchant would have extended his ſpeculations ſtill farther if he 
knew the real quantity of corn then in the hands of Government, 
and therefore his loſs would have been greater than it had been. 
Beſides, Government could not at that time give any but a looſe ac- 
count if applied to, becauſe” they had not then an accurate account 
themſelves ; but if they had given the account they had to the mer- 

chants, the Ehufe of complain which they urged now "would have 
beer greater tharr at preſent. He then explained the reaſons why 
the agents of Government purchaſed corn at the time in queſtion; 
it was not to fell again, but for conſumption in the public ſervice, 


and was an act of unavoidable neceſſity. The whole of the con- 


duct of Government in limiting the quantity to be delivered out for 
ſale, from time to time, was to ſuffer a ſmall preſſure to be felt, to 
prevent à greater preſſure from coming on the public ; it was an 
act df prodent caution on the part of Government to prevent to 
great and ſudden a conſumption of corn, by which a dreadful evil 
might'be"occafioned, by which a dearth might be converted into a 
fattfine. Government did not lower the price of corn by bringing 
theit corn for ward; for the fact was the very reverſe. © Government 
came forward with corn for file, and two or three weeks lapſed 
before their fale made any confiderable impreſſion: and there was 
not the ſmalleſt pretence to ſay that they lowered the price, as bad 
been ſtated; the fact was, that between that time and the time ol 
harveſt, che imerval was too ſhort to ereate an artificial ſeareity by 


with panel The ſecret of the matter was; chat the an of f pil 


4 
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Was not owing to the ſupply of Government, but to their counteract- 


ing the devices of ſpeculators, turning their tricks againſt themſelves, 
d and diſappointing men who wiſhed, to create a public. diſtreſs in 
e order to profit by it. That ſome well-meaning and honourable 
1 men had ſuſtained loſſes, he was ready to admit, and he felt for 
a them; but that was an inconvenience to which all ſpeculation was 
0 liable, and for which ſometimes there was no remedy. There 
„ could be no reaſon for ſuch a loſs being defrayed out of the purſe of 
0 the nation — Theſe, perſons had not been injured by Government 
7 not keeping its engagement; Government did all that Government 


was engaged to, do. To ſay that theſe perſons ſhould be indemni- 
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Xt fied by the public, was, in other words, to ſay, that whenever men g 

> WY fuffcr by ſpeculation, the public ſhall make good their loſſes. In f 

of \ ſhort, there never was leſs ground for an application than there was N 

* for the preſent; and he felt it his public duty to give his unquali- [i 

28 fied oppoſition to it in its earlieft ſtage. 1 
re Mr. SHERIDAN contended, that Government had intelligence th 1 
ad of a quantity of corn to be diſpoſed of in the foreign markets, of 1 
he which intelligence they profited by keeping it a ſecret from the mer- 9 4 
l, chants, who are now injured by the tranſaction. . x8 
n. The Houſe divided on Mr. Alderman Luſnington's motion: ö 1 
=y 4 ens r 24-4; Nonks: 03. 4+ 
1 The Hands. on the motion of Sir W. Dolben, reſolved itſclf 1 
as into a Committee on the Slave-carrying Bill. | ; 40 
ve Mr. W. SMITH moved a clauſe, enaQing that the pace in by 
;hy the ſhips appointed for this purpoſe ſhould be * feet Hetares. 4 5 
* decks. i798 
ice, General TARLETON ſaid, that no charge of inattention had 1 
on- deen brought againſt the merchants. The mortality in thoſe ſhips | on 
for was not greater than in the tranſports for conveying His Malen 8 1 
to traops. He ſhould therefore oppoſe the clauſe. | 3155 5 
20 Sir W. YOUNG ſupported the clauſe. He was i the 

too Wed principle of abolition; but, though ne would er 

evil he had no objection to narrow the trade. = 

ito Mr. SEWELL remarked ſtrongly on the inconvenience, . 

ggg would be produced by this motion. Out of one hundred and 
nent eighty one thips employed in the trade, nat more than ſeventy- tuo 
wſcd were five feet between decks, The whole of the remainges, would 
be thrown, out of employ. 
a0 WY Mr. W. SMITH remarked, that oof this motion had hegn. 
ne cl den laſt ſeſſion. 1 — rend 
ty by - Colonel: GASCOYNE infiled Mond) 00 the harglhip of this. 


Many of the merchants; having had their ſhips 3 
Vor. VL U 
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coaſt, were compelled to employ French prizes. Theſe were not 
fo well ſuited to the trade as the veſſels they had loſt ; but it was 


to be remarked, that the mortality had been lets on board the - 


ſmaller veſſels. 

Mr. VANSITTART was of opinion that the clauſe mould not 
attach to veſſels at preſent employed. 

The Houſe divided on Mr. Smith's motion: 

Noes, 6. 
_ Mr, W. SMITH then produced a clauſe for allowing to each 
ave a ſuperficies of eight feet. This, multiplied by hve feet, the 
height which he had moved for, would give the ſpace of forty cubic 
feet—a ſpace which, he was affured by the Inſpector of Tranſport 
(Sir J. Fitzpatrick), was abſolutely neceſſary for the pre and 
even the exiſtence, of the individual. 

Colonel GASCOYNE oppoſed the motion, which he faid would 
amount to a virtual abolition of the trade. 

Mr. SEWELL aid, that the negroes, wh6 were fond of herd. 
Ing together, could not be compelled to occupy this ſpace. Hz 
was of opinion that fix. feet and a half would. be more than tut: 
ficient. 

A diviſion took place, when Mr. Smith's motion was carricd: 
8 * AN 5. 


Friday, May 11. 


Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL brought up his bill to regu 
late the publication of newſpapers, by which it appears that even 

rietor;"editor, eonduQor, printer, and publiſher of a newſpape, 
1 "give 1 in, upon oath, the place where the paper is printed, will 


their tefpecti ve names and places of abode; the notice of action | 


"gcHivercd' at-thoſe places to be confidered as a good: ſervice, though 
pot ſerved perſonally. Theſe affidavits to be conſidered as matter > 
"Evidevice, When produced in a court of law. | 
The bill was read a firſt time, and ordered to de 1020 a fra 

*tim© off Fueſday next. 10 

The report 
DOLBEN, who r that it be taken into immediate cob 
fideration. AS 
: Colonel GASCOYNE ſaid, Ss a held in his hand a petitio 

tot Heverd Briftol* and! Liverpool \merctiabrs,* no in London 
againſt the objeclionable clauſes introduced laſt nig Whitey 
> pfejuttices may prevail on this ſubject, he truſted that thoſe perſon 
: oo rorqerorudereelt carer rpc Parliaments wounds el 


Ayes, | 5 4; 


of the Slave-carrying Bill was . up by Sir W. 
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by Parliament to be heard. by their counſel. From their local diſ- 


tance, the other merchants concerned were wholly unacquainted 
with the nature of thoſe clauſes. He therefore truſted that the 
Houſe would have no objection to defer the report to Friday next. 

Mr. W. SMITH. ſaid, that no reaſon had been aſſigned for 
this motion. That of want of information from the local diſtance 
of the parties, was certainly a miſrepreſentation, not of the honour- 
able Member, but of the Petitioners. The Members fot Liver- 
pool had long fince been made acquainted with the nature of thoſe 
clauſes. The motion was made ſolely for the purpoſe of delay, and 
ſhould, therefore meet with his oppoſition. 

Colonel GASCOQYNE arraigned Sir W. Dolben of having poſt- 
poned this buſineſs for four months, and of now bringing it forward 
with precipitation. 

Sir W. DOLBEN ſaid, that he had certainly poſtponed the 
meaſure, on account of the preſſing buſineſs before the Houſe. He 
was ſurprized, however, that the charge of precipitation ſhould 
come from the honourable Colonel, at whoſe inſtance it had been 
poſtponed for three weeks. 


Lord HAW KESBURY moved that the report be taken into | 
conlideration on Wedneſday next. 


From the date of our laſt report nothing material occurred, until 


Tueſday, May I5. 


When Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL 1 SHY — of 


the day for the ſecond reading of the Newſpaper Regulation Bill; 
which. being done accordingly, he ſaid, he wiſhed any farther diſ- 
culfion upon this bill might be poſtponed: till after the enſuing, State 
Trials at Maidſtone, when it could be done with more latisfaQion 
to himſelf and to the Public. Do 100 
After ſome obſervations from Mr. HOBHOUSE and; Mr. 
TIERNEY,--who acquieſced in the propoſition, reſerving to them- 
ſelves the privilege of objecting to the prineiple or clauſes of the 


dill in en enen Rage, it was committed for 'F riday ſe'nnight. 
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read, a/third time.. Jo 2d bene 
Tie was appoſed by. Lord, GEORGE; CAVENDISH, Ibo 
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dual rights, an inconvenience to a conſiderable number of * 
and a loſs to the whole country: | 

Lord BELGRAVE, in reply, infiſted on the neceſſity of adopt- 
ing it, as a matter of general utility, and of infinite convenience 
Not only to Magiſtrates, but every perſon throughout the country, 

who had bufineſs at the ſeſſions. 

Mr. JEKYLL was of a different opinion, and thought the bill 
ought not to paſs into a law. He urged, that if the Houſe knew 
but its own duty, it would never ſuffer ſuch an innovation. It was 
an abrogation of chartered laws, and he truſted that gentlemen would 
be too vigilant to ſee them cancelled in this inſtance. It went to 

eſtabliſh a general tribunal, that would revolutionize the old e 
and rights of the whole county of Lancaſter. 

Mr. PEELE, in ſupport of the bill, ſtated that there never was 
a meaſure brought forward in that Houſe, relative to any local al- 
teration, which met with ſuch general approbation, not only with 
the Magiftrates, but with thoſe moſt particularly concerned —every 

.one who paid county rates. | 

Colonel STANLEY obſerved, that not only the Magiſtrates 

and the Rate-payers, but the moſt of the whole county, expreſſed 
their warm, approbation of the. bill. He noticed the obſervation 
made by a learned gentleman (Mr. Jekyll), relative to “ revolu- 
tionizing the county of Lancaſter; and after commenting on the 
irrelevancy of the application of ſuch terms in this diſcuſſion, re- 
marked, that it occurred to him as a matter of ſome little ſurpriſe 
Vvhy that honourable and learned gentleman ſhould fo long, by his late 


abſence,: negle the cauſe of his own conſtituents, and now unin- 
vited intermeddle with his. 


Mr. DENT was againſt the bill. 

Mr. PENN, in ſupport of the bill, ſtated, that nothing could 
have produced any oppoſition to it but certain female influence, for 
he ſaw no earty reaſon that could be urged againſt having the place 
for holding a ſeflion in the center of the reg inſtead of the 
borders. 

The MAST ER OF THE ROLLS made a fk obſervations 
Tbe ATTORNEY GENERAL entered into a long diſcuſſion 
: of; the principles of the bill, and ſhewed the re 4 having: the 
ſeſſions held in the c2nter of the county. 
Lord HAWKESBURY ſpoke on us Cage! Bide 8 the er) 
; 60 queſtion being put from all Gon: the e was ee but no 
dixjGon took place. 108 boritrr 
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Mr. Secretary DUND As ſaid, he would no ſtate the outline of 
the principle, and of the object of the Provifional Cavalry bill: in 
other ſtages of it, he might more particularly detail the reaſons. why 
it was not thought adviſeable ro avail ourſelves of the whole force 
of the Proviſional Cavalry. It was ſhortly founded upon this 
ground, that fince the paſſing of that bill, the zeal, ſpirit, and energy 
of the country had ſo much exerted itſelf, that it was now no longer 
neceſſary, nor would Government be juſtified in calling out the 
whole force of Proviſional Cavalry. The whole number amounted 
to about 15,000 men, which, if called out, would be at an annual 
expenee to the country of from 1,200,000]. to 1, 500, oool. 
When he propoſed this meaſure originally, he felt, that it was a 
right and important meaſure, and that it was wiſe, and our duty to 
provide for the defence and ſecurity of the country, not only by a 
regular and eſtabliſhed force, but alſo by a proviſional force, which 
might be called out to act as the exigency of circumſtances ſhould 
require. That was the principle upon which the bill was founded; 
and now it was propoſed to avail ourſelves of that foree by btinging 
forward a part of them into action. But when he tated to the 
Houſe that there was no fewer than 13, 000 regular Cavalry in the 


kingdom, it would be ſufficient reaſon why the ſervice of but a part 


of the Proviſicnal Cavalry was required. In addition to this alſo, 
there were the Yoemanry' Corps, to what number he could not pre- 
ciſely fay; for every day brought freſh offers of ſervice; and unleſs 


he was to make up the amount to the lateſt period, he could not ſay 
what it was with accuracy ; but in OQober laſt the numbers 


amounted to '1 6,000 men, ſo much had the zeal and ſpirit of the 
country exerted itſelf, This was a ſubject upon which he could 
dwell for ever. The affeQion, the loyalty, the ſpirit arid energy of 
the people, had been hete fo apparently diſplayed, and he wiſhed it 


to be diſtinctly underſtood as his opinion, that upon nothing better, 
than upon that body of force, would the defence of the country be 


reſted. But at the ſame time, it became the duty of the Executive 
— not to call for more than was neceſſary: and the ob- 
Jeet of this bill was now to call forth a part of that proviſional force 
in certain proportions ; firſt, take thoſe who were ih à greater ſtate 
of forwardneſs; and in the mean time to keep the others in training 
in the neighbourhood of ſome regular Cavalry Corps, by whith 
means they would be the ſooner diſciptined. That theſe ſhould be 


kept in-readinefs, until from the exigency of ciroumſtanees, it nould 


be determined how far it would be neceſſary to call upon them for 
- their ſervices 5 and if it ſhould happen that they were wanted, then 
to take the whole of them in rotation. This was the general prin- 
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eiple of the bill. He was aware, that in the detail it would require 
many regulations, but he had now contented himſelf: with giving a 
general outline. When the bill came to be printed, he. ſhould 
ten with great readineſs to any thing that might be, ſuggeſted by 
any gentleman, cither for the public advantage or for the eaſe of the 
individual. 3 

He therefore ſhould. now move for leave to W in a bill for re- 
gulating the Proviſional force of Cavalry raiſed by an act of the laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament. 

Mr. I. P. BASTARD hoped, that the hs in the bill 
would be ſuch as would ſecure the oſtenſible object. It had been 
frequent to hear things intimated in that Houſe which had not after- 
wards been adhered to in practice. 

General TARLETON aſked what proportion it was intended 
to call out, and from what counties: 

Mr. Secretary DUN DAs obſerved, that the leading principle of 
this bill was to ſave as much as poſſible to the Public, and, as far as 
that could be done, with as little inconvenience as poſſible to the in- 
dividuals, at the ſame time not to keep them in unpleaſant ſuſpenſe. 
It was firſt intended to call out only the,maritime counties, but upon 
farther conſideration it was thought that would be attended with a 
great inequality. The maritime counties already fuffered more than 
other parts from a temporary preſſure, and, therefore, if they alone 
vere to bear the additional burden, it was thought it would be very” 
exceptionable. It was next conlidered how fas it would be proper 
to, call out a proportion from each county; but then this difficulty 
occurred, that it would be deſtroying every exiſting regiment, at 
leaſt as to officers, and thoſe which were well trained and diſciplined, 
would be crippled, and their ſervice in a manner deſtroyed. It was 
now thought adviſeable to empower His Majeſty to call out ſuch a 
proportion of them as he might think proper; and he Rated to the 
Houſe, that in his idea, about a third part of them would be the 
proper number; but upon this meaſure he ſhould not be aſhamed to 
alter his opinion, if, upon diſcuſſion, he ſhould find reaſon to 
alter it. Whether the number ought to be limited or not, be 
ſhould; leave it to be diſcuſſed in the Houſe in the future e 

the bill. 

Mr. BUXTON was glad to learn i it was a. 10 ant 
out the whole of the Provitional Cayalry, as, if that was true, the 
| agriculture of the country muſt ſuffer, particularly in the hay ad 
corn haryeſt, thoſe men being moſily farmers and huſbandmen. | 

„Leave was then given to bring in the bill. 
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The Houfe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee for the better 

rotection of trade, 

Mr. ROSE ſaid, that the propoſition he was about to ſtate to the 
Committee for their approbation was this, that no Britiſh ſhip 
ſhould be permitted to ſail without convoy, unleſs ſhe had a licence 
from the Admiralty. This propoſition was, as was generally un- 
derſtood, eonnected with another, which it was not regular in the 
preſent Committee to go into an inveſtigation of. The principles, 
and even the details of the plan, had been ſo long before the Public, 
they were ſo generally known, and, no objection having been made 
by the trading intereſt, was ſuch proof of its being a meaſure not 
unacceptable to them, that he preſumed it would meet with no op- 
polition in that Houſe. "The propoſition now before the Committee 


related only to convoys,” prohibiting ſhips to fail without them; in 


another Committce it was propoſed to move ſome ſmall duties; and 
if gentlemen wiſhed to make any modifications, they would Have 
ample opportunity in future ſages of the bill. 

He belieded it was notorious, that what few captures the and 
made, were in caſes of ſhips ſailing without convoy. Notwithſtand- 
ing convoys had been appointed this war in a manner more liberal 
than at any former period, yet the enterprize of our traders was 
ſuch, that they would riſk, for the chance of an early market, and 
the utmoſt vigilance of our eruizers could not prevent ſome! from 
falling into the hands of our enemies. This had been the caſe 
more particularly in one of the Weſt- India Iſlands. If this mea- 

ſure was adopted, he truſted, that in future this ſource of ſupply 

would be cut off from the enemy, and preſerved to this country. 
He therefore moved, © That no Britiſh ſhip ſhould be allowed 
* to fail without rs licence from the Board of Ad- 
„ miralty.” 

Mr. TIERNEY was rtprizel that the meaſure ſhould come 
before them in this haſty manner. When the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer opened his Budget, he took credit for the fum this mea':! 
ſure would produce, reſerving to himſelf a future opportunity of ex- 
plaining the meaſure to the Houſe, both as to its'principle and in 
detail, 

give all neceſſary information to the Houſe ; but he thought it ex- 
traordihary that they ſnould be now called upon to come to a refolu- 
tion, when no ground was ſhewn. 
pect that the buſinefs ſhould be opened and explained by ſomebodx. 
They were going to ĩmpoſe a heavy impoſt, though the title of 15 
bill ſtated it was. for the better protection of trade, which was, 

be {ure, ſomething more palatable than Rating that it wasa Tax Bill 


He did not doubt the honourable gentleman's ability tö 


The Houſe had a right to ex 
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Tue fact v wan, * Vitk were gelag to mie a million and a half, by a 
Meaſure novel and extraordinary. He knew very well that he could 
Nat oppoſe it with ſucceſs, and therefore ſhould not attempt it; but 
be thought the Houſe at leaſt was entitled to the information of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer upon the ſubject. 

Mr. ROSE faid this was not the Committee where the honoura- 
ble gentleman's, obſervations could be properly made. The only 
reſolution now before them was reſpecting convoys. Hereafter 
there would be frequent opportunities of again and again diſcuſſing 
the meaſure, both as to its principle and details. K 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, it muſt be ſuppoſed that when e were 
—_ they were for the protection of trade, which was part of the 
duty of Government. 

Mr. ROSE obſerved, that the preſent reſolution was no way 
connected with money, it was merely to reftrain ſhips ſailing with- 
gut convoy, which the adventurous ſpirit of our merchants frequently 
prompted them to hazard ; and although it might be attended with 
their perſonal advantage, it was of national inconvenience. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that although the honourable gentleman 
(Ar. Roſe) expected no oppoſition to this meaſure becauſe it was 
approxed. by the. body of merchants, be, for one, muſt expreſs his 
diflike of the very principle. The beſt writers on political economy, 
Rid down as an incontrovertible paſition, that the abſolute freedom 
af grade was eſſential to its proſperity. Was it not, he aſked, 'a 
re from chis wholeſome maxim, for Government to prohibit 
veſlels from failing without convoy? Government was to chuſe the 
time of ſailing, and a ſhip, which could far outſtrip the flow move- 
ment of. a canvoy, muſt be retarded in its courſe. He never could 
cogeur..ip theſe reſtrictions. He thought that Government was 
bound to defend the trade of the country without any extraordinary 
duties. The ſhips of war were built by mcans of taxes levied upon the 
nation. To make the people pay for the uſe of wat they had provi- 
ded at theit own expence, was tax upon tax. Mr. Hobhouſe con- 
tended. alſo, that an application for money for the farther pro- 
teRiop,” ſeemed to infer that it was, at preſent, not ſufficicutiy 
protected. outh wat; ln ct 04 | 
„At Secretary DUN DAS 98 that the firſt objection of the 
| hanowable gentleman , muſt be to, him à ſtrong recommendation, 
namelz, tat the meaſure had the, approbation of the .merchants. 
Wb kegard to the. other. pbjeQion,. that trade had not bgen well 
proteted;) he ſpoke in the, hearing of many. gentlemen who knen 
thexmuh aß ut, that never, was, graden better protccded than it had 
been during the preſent war. In proportion as trade was well pro- 


Mar 16.] 


teſted, in like proportion it was wiſe and proper to compel traders to 
take the benefit of that protection. It had farther the benefit of 
protecting the inſurers. As a meaſure of moment, he would with 
alſo particularly to call the attention of the Houſe to it. We were 
engaged in a war with an enemy, different from all former times. 
They plundered our trade, and had none themſelves upon which 
we could retaliate in return. There was no equality of circumſtances 
between us and them; they furniſhed themſelves by plundering our 


commerce, of what their own did not ſupply them. Nay, by 


this method they even fupplied themſelves with warlike ſtores, which 
enabled them to fit out other privateers, again to plunder our com- 
merce and attack our trade ; therefore, this meaſure would not only 
ſecure our merchants, but alſo cripple our enemies. If this was 
attended with a ſmall tax, which had not been objected to by any 
number of traders, he thought it would not be objected to by the 
Committee. The honourable gentleman had no occafion to ſup- 
poſe but that he would have ample opportunity of I in the 
progreſs of the bill. 

Mr. BRYAN EDWARDS faid, if this Pet Was a 
dered as limited to the queſtion of ſailing without convoy, ſo far it 
| had his approbation; but when confidered as connected with the 
other meaſure of additional imports, he thought the honourable gen- 
tleman below him (Mr. Tierney) juſtified when he aſked for ſome 
explanation. In fairneſs, the honourable gentleman onght to have 
ſtated how the two meaſures were cormected, and he much wiſhed 
for ſome explanation upon the ſubject; but conſidered as a bunpte 
abſtract propofition of convoy, it had his approbation. 


Sir F. BARING wiſhed them to let commerce alone, if they de- 


fired its proſperity. He admitted that trade had been well pro- 
tected during this war: admitting that fact, what neceſſity was there 
for any farther meaſure of protection? But it ſeemed Government 
would infiſt upon the merchants' taking two or three convoys mote 
than they wanted, merely to charge them with an impoſt of 51. per 
cent. He ſhould have been extremely happy to Have heard the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer upon the policy of this meafure. 


When the French Directory ſeized Engliſh goods in neutral bots - 


toms, it was ſhewn to them that they were cutting their own throats, 
for that the effect of that meaſure was to make the Engliſh carriers 
of all their on goods. Let trade alone, and it would always find 
its own level. If Engliſh merchandize was carried into France, it 
had the effect of fo much conſumption, and increaſed the'manufac- 
ttires of this country, as moſt likely the inſurances on the Contitient 
would cover * 1 13 * n K 
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capture had the effect of taking off ſo much Engliſh merchandize. 
The honourable Member then went into an examination of the 
meaſure, as affecting the internal commerce ; he ſtated that goods 
had been ſent from Amiterdam to Moſcow by land, and arrived 
cheaper than they would have done by ſea, on account of the duties, 
and the ſame thing occurred in the cafe of the Turkey Company 
ſending over land to India. 

Mr. ROSE obferved, that this was not the proper ag for ob. 
ſervation on the duty. 

Sir F. BARING ſaid, that as to the meaſure of convoy, it was 
_ compelling merchants to take what they did not want. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS could not help remarking upon one 
part of the honourable gentleman's argument, that it was a good 
thing to extend the Britiſh trade, even by captures ; but do the 
honourable gentlemen recollect that Britiſh ſeamen and Britiſh ſhips 
were alſo taken into French ports with Britiſh goods? 

Sir F. BARING replied, that the ſhips were able to prote& 
themſelves, as they went armed, as allowed by law. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS then aſked, by what magic it was, 


if the men and ſhips were ſafe, the French contrived to extrad 


their cargoes ? 

Mr. PEEL faid, this was a meaſure which only urgent ne- 
ceſſity could juſtify, as the more the commerce was left free, the 
more it proſpered ; and this meafure, by deſtroying competition, in 
ſome degree damped the energy of trade; and though the avarice of 

Individuals would induce them to run for a market, yet unqueſtion- 
ably the captures in conſequence were a national evil. He thought 
the meaſure was juſtifiable on the ground of neceſſity, and it be- 
hoved Government not to ſuffer individuals to act detrimental to 
the general intereſt, though they might have a private advantage. 

Lord HAWKESBURY faid, it was not now regular to enter 
into the queſtion of duties. The Committee of Ways and Means 

would be the proper ſtage. It was admitted, that the protection 
given to trade was ſo great, that Government had a right to call 
upon individuals not to expoſe themſelves to be captured by the 
4 Upon this fimple ground the queſtian ſtood. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE in explanation ſaid, that he had been miſ- 

| S's when he was charged with having declared, that the trade 
of the country had not been furniſhed with convoys adequate to its 
defence. The fact was, that he had given no opinion at all upon 
that puint. He had only urged as an argumentum ad hantines, that 


thoſe who laid on additional duties for the under r eg of 
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trade, muſt neceſſarily be of opinion that it ſtands in need of greater 
protection than it has hitherto received. 


Mr. TIERNEY obſerved, that as notice of particular buſineſs 


f Mr. BRYAN EDWARDS chought that the words © from Wh f 
? the ports of this Kingdom,” ought to be inſerted, as it would be im- | 4 | 
. poſſible the ſhips in the colonies ſhould wait for a licence from the 1 
Admiralty. 1 
5 Mr. ROSE replied, that it was intended to delegate the juriſdic- +102 
tion to the Courts abroad; and therefore he hoped the motion would 1 
18 be ſuffered to ſtand as it was. | 139 
The reſolution was then read and agreed to. wil 
The Houſe being reſumed, ki 1 
of Mr. ROSE moved the order of the day for the Houſe to go into Wl 
he a Committee of Ways and Means. / 3.00 
ps Mr. 'TIERNEY thought, as the Committee had been already Lf 
deferred from day to day, on account of the abſence of the Chancel- [19 
& lor of the Exchequer, it ought again to be poſtponed ; but if it was 1 
intended to go into the Committee, he wiſhed to know if the 4 
25 honourable gentleman (Mr. Roſe) would go into an explanation of 18 
8 the meaſure 7 We 
Mr. ROSE faid, it was certainly his intention to proceed and Wi. 
TR ſate the grounds of the meaſure, and he could only ſay, that again "4-80 | 
the and again there would be opportunities of diſcuſſing it. 1 
in Mr. SPEAKER faid, it was not regular to diſcuſs what might WA 
WW be done in a Committee of Ways and Means. In that Cem- 2 
* mittee, any Member might propoſe any Ways and Means. In a We 
ot Committee of . ſo general a nature, the Houſe was not pledged 4 0 
be to any thing. If it had been a Committee for a particular pur- N 
to poſe, the queſtion might be debated before the Houle went into a == 
. Committee. 1 
nter Sir F. BARING was beginning to argue againſt the W to "oi 
a be propoſed in the Committee, when 1 
tion Mr. SPEAKER informed him that the Houſe could have no 7 | 
call cognizance of what was intended to be done in that Committee. 1 f 
mn 


had been given in this Committee, he wiſhed to know whether, 


7 
* upon ſuch notice, the Houſe was not entitled to hear * grounds for x 0 
rade the propoſition? | bell 
0 its Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, notice was matter of courteſy, and not 
zpon of form. þ 
that Mr. ROSE then moved, that the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into 
of a Committee of Ways and Means. ; ar 
FL. The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Combe 


- 


1 


aw. | PARLIAMENTARY [Comrons; © 


Mr. ROSE called the attention of the Committee to the duties 
which he meant to propoſe : he ſhould ſtate ſhortly the grounds 
upon which he meant to propoſe them, which he could not, with 
any degree of regularity, have done in the former Committee. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, when opening the Budget to the 
Houſe, and ſtating the Ways and Means, took credit for various 
ſums, and, among others, for a ſum to be produced by the duties 
and regulations he was now about to propoſe. It had been univer. 
fally admitted, that the trade of this country had received the moſt 
ample protection from the care and vigilance of the Admiralty 
and ſuch was the ſtate of its proſperity, ariſing from its ſecurity, that 
he thought it might ſuſtain ſome ſmall additional duty without 
Injury. In ſtating to the Committee the manner in which he pro- 
poſed to lay on theſe duties, and the extent of them, he ſhould begin 
firſt with the exports. The firſt intention that prevailed, was to 
lay a duty of two and half per cent. upon all imports and exports, 
with fome exceptions ; but repreſentations have been made by bodiey 
of merehants and manufacturers, ſtating that there was a degree of 
competition exiſting in the European markets, which would render 
it highly injurious to lay on ſo large a duty upon goods deftined for 
markets, becauſe, in many inſtances, it might enable foreigners to 
underſell us. The propriety and truth of theſe ſtatements being 
obvious, it was now his intention, inſtead of propoſing a duty of 
two and half per cent., to propoſe a duty of one-half per cent. upon 
Britiſh goods exported to European markets. With reſpect to 
goods ſent to America, or the Weſt Indies, he ſhould propoſe a 
higher duty, becauſe there was no danger of any competition, or of 
our being - underſold. The duty which he ſhould propoſe upon 
goods exported to America and to the Weſt Indies, was two pet 
| Cent. Upon goods exported. to Ireland, he ſhould not propaſe any 
duty whatever ; nor upon goods exported to the Eait Indies, becauſe 
it would fall entirely upon the Company. The amount of this 
duty upon exports to European markets, he ſhould eſtimate at 
256;0001.,: including ſome regulations reſpecting ſugar and cofite. 
Wich reſpe& to the imports, ' he meant to propoſe a greater duty, 
viz. one of three per cent. With regard to the imports from the 
Eaſt Indies, he meant that the duty ſhould fall upon thoſe articles 
which came in competition with our own manufactures, fuch 3 
votton, &c. - With reſpect to ſugar and coffee, artictes which were 
re- exported, this addition would not be prejudicial, hecauſe there 
was no danger of any competition with us as to theſe articies in tit 
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half per cent. upon articles exported to European | markets, he cal - 
culated would produce a ſum of 1, 170, sol. In addition to this, 
he had to propoſe a duty upon tonnage, whether -Britiſh ,or foreign, 
varying in amount according to the place of deſtination. This duty 
he eſtimated: would produce a ſum of 208, oool., which, added to 
the other ſum which he had before tated, as ariſing from the duties 
on exports and imports, would amount to about 1, 378, oool. The 
Committee would perceive that this ſum was ſhort ef that which 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had eſtimated when ſpeaking on 
this ſnbje& on a former occafion. The reaſon of this deficiency 
was, that the addition of one-half per cent. upon goods imported, 
that is to ſay, making it three per cent. inſtead of two and half pee 
cent. as at firſt intended, did not make up the deficiency arifing from 
the deduction that had been made in the duty upon articles exported 
to the European markets. This was ſhortly the ſtatement he had 
to ſubmit to the conſideration of the Committee. He felt the utmoſt 
pleaſure in being able to ſtate, that as far as this ſubjeQ had been 
conſidered, (and it had received much conſideration from both mer- 
chants and manufacturers), it had met with general approbation. It 
was not apprehended that the impoſition of theſe. duties would ſo 
affect the price of articles as to enable foreigners to underſell us. 
The only uneaſineſs that was felt was, with reſpect to the European 
markets; but the duty impoſed upon articles exported to them was 
ſo extremely ſmall, that, in fact, it would amount to Fam more 
than the mere enregiſtering the articles. 8504 
Under all theſe circumſtances, when the Committee cndifidernd 
the arduous ſituation in which the country was now placed, and the 
exertions which: all deſcriptions of people were called. upon to make 
for the general ſafety ; when they conſidered. the great advantages 
ariſing from the ſyſtem of raifing a large part of the ſupplies within 
the year, he boped they would agree with the reſolutions, hich he 
ſhould-now propoſe for laying on theſe duties, particularly as they 
would not in any degree affect the trade of the country. The reſo- 
lutions were exceedingly numerous; the reaſon why: th-v- were ſo, 
was, becauſe it was the with of the merchants that the rates ſhould 
be as ſpecific. as poſſible, , The rates were ſent to merehants in 
various parts for: their conſideration, and they, actuated by that 
firneſs and candour which always governs the conduct of Britiſh 
merchants, had, in many inſtances, added to the rates. He had 
now ſhortly ſtated this ſubject to the Committee M had only 
to repeat, that the future ſtages of this buſineſs: would; afford ingu- 
merable opportunities for diſcuſſion 3 and, therefore, her hoped gen- 
flemen would not give them any oppoſition at preſent. | 


— 
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Mr. BRYAN EDWARDS ſaid, the honourable gentleman 
had' talked of meetings, and of this meaſure having met with gene- 
ral approbation from the merchants ; this might be, and he had no 
doubt was true, as far as related to merchants in this country,; but 
he wiſhed to know whether the Welt-India Planters, who imported 
to the value of eight millions annually into this country, had been 
conſulted, or had ſignified their approbation of this meaſure. S0 
far from having given any approbation to the meaſure, they did not 
even know of it. The honourable gentleman, in ſpeaking of the 
articles upon which duties were to be laid, had not explained 
how the Tarif was to be taken — whether it was to be taken at the 
regular price, or whether the price was to be taken from the Inſpec. 
tor-general's Book — The Committee muſt be aware that ſinee the 


time of King William, there had been a regular fixed price upon 


different articles cntered in the InſpeQor-general's Book : the prices 
in this book always remained the ſame, whatever the real price of 
the article might be. He was therefore very anxious to know whe- 
ther the Tarif was to be upon the InſpeRor's price, or upon the 
current price, becauſe it would make 3 moſt material difference. 
He would take, for inſtance, the article of coffee. The price of 
this article was in the Inſpector's Book 1 4 guineas per ewt. Now 
the preſent price of the article was not above half that; ſo that if 
the duty was laid on according to the InſpeQor's book, coffee would 
actually pay a double duty. Another conſideration that ſtruck 
him, as being of conſiderable importance, was, that many articles 
were imported. and then exported, and if this duty was to be paid 
both upon importation and upon re- exportation, it would increaſe 
the price of theſe articles very conſiderably indeed, and trade muſt 
abſolutely fink under it. As to the duty which the honourable gen- 
tleman had ſpoken of reſpecting tonnage, he ſhould only obſerve, 
that any increaſe upon the freight muſt increaſe the price of the 
goods; therefore it would be in fact a tax upon the goods, under 
the name of a duty upon tonnage. "Theſe were the few obſervations 
which occurred to him upon the moment; he was aſtoniſhed the 
honourable gentleman ſhould bring this bulinels forward in fo thin 
a Houſe ; he hoped he would not perſiſt in it at preſent, but that 
he would give farther time for conſide ration, before he called upon 
the Committee to vote the reſolutions. 

Mr. ROSE obſerved, that with reſpect to thoſe reſolutions bav- 
ing met with the general concurrence of the merchants, he did not 
mean to ſay that they had met with univerſal concurrence. He 

could not have been underſtood to have ſpoken in ſuch ſtrong terms. 
AU he faid was, that the Committee of Merchants, who had conſi- 


May 16.] DEBATES. | 15 
dered this ſubject, had given their approbation to it. A sto the 
Tarif of the duties, it certainly was not to be founded upon the 
prices contained in the Inſpector-general's Book. A valuation had 
been made expreſsly for this purpoſe, by a gentleman of great induſtry 
and accuracy ; this valuation had been ſubmitted to the merchants, 
vho had very fairly added to it in ſome inſtances, and diminiſhed it 
in others. The honourable gentleman had ſelected the article of 
coffee, and had ſaid, that if the duty was laid on according to the 
price in the Inſpeor-general's Book, the duty would be double; 
but the honourable gentleman muſt know that coffee was the only 
article, the price of which was higher in the time of King William 
than at preſent. The honourable gentleman had aſked, whether 
goods which were imported, and then re-exported, were to pay both 
duties? His anſwer to this was, that, with the exception of ſugar 
and coffee, they were not; and the reaſon for excepting theſe articles 
was, that there was no danger of any other people being able to un- 
derſell us. 

Sir F. BARING confeſſed he entertained a more favourable 
opinion of this meaſure, than he did when he firſt came into the 
Houſe. Some modifications had already been made in the plan, 
and he hoped, that in future ſtages of it other modifications would 
be adopred, if the propriety of them could be proved by fair reaſon- 
ing. He had obſerved that theſe duties would fall very heavy upon 


America was at preſent our beſt cuſtomer, He would not, how- 
ever, detain the Houſe with entering into any detailed objections to 
the meaſure at preſent ; he ſhould only ſay a word or two upon the 
general principle. The trade of this country was now called upon 
to pay a very large tax ; but before the Committee agreed to ir, they 
ſhould recollect, that when the Chancellor of the Exchequer opened 
his firſt budget in November, he ſtated what would be neceſſary for 
the ſupplies of the year ; that when he opened his ſecond budget, he 
ſtated that the eſtimate for the army was ſhort of the ſum that would 


navy was ſhort by 900,000l. Now it appeared to him as unfair to 
call upon the foreign commerce of the country to ſupply ſo large a 


the country, With reſpect to the continuance of theſe duties, he 
wiſhed to know whether they were to continue after the war ? 

Mr. ROSE faid this was certainly a war tax, and conſequently 
Fould ceaſe uur me, war. | 


goods ſent to America; this, he thought rather impolitic, becauſe 


be neceflary by two millions and a half; that the eſtimate for the 


part of that deficiency, as it would be to call upon any one town to 
Pay a great deal more than its fair proportion of the general taxes of 


a | PARLIAMENTARY [Coumon, 


Mr. PEEL ſaid, this meaſure, when firſt ſuggeſted, had exciteg 
very confiderable alarm, and he was inſtructed to oppoſe it ; but 
upon more full confideration, the opinions of mercantile men were 
more favourable to it. He then proceeded to ſpeak of the high ſtate 
of our trade, which, upon an average netted to the country 5 5 per 
dent. He hoped there was but one ſpirit throughout the country, 
with reſpect to the exertions we were now called upon to make; he 
hoped we ſhould all act with one hand and one heart to prevent the 
enemy from making any impreſſion: upon us, and he was ſurc gi 
never could make any impreſſion upon the country while it was una. 
nimous. He had the greateſt confidence in the abilities and in the 
integrity of His Majefty's Miniſters ; he would willingly place the 
reſources of the country in their hands, becauſe he was (ure they 

would be honeſtly and judiciouſly applied. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, it was his misfortune not to have ſo ff. 
vourable an opinion of the King's Miniſters as the honourable gen- 
tleman had; therefore he ſhould be rather cautious how he truſted 
the reſources of the country in their hands. With reſpeck to the 
meaſure now propoſed, he would fairly ſay, he was not prepared at 
preſent to give an opinion upon it. He hoped the honourable gen- 
tleman would print his reſolutions; and if he found that, upon 
full confideration, thoſe whoſe intereſts were moſt affected by 
the meaſure were not hoſtile to it, he W ſhould not op- 
poſe it. 

Mr. ROSE ſaid, that nothing could be more candid than what 
had fallen from the honourable gentleman ; it certainly was his wiſh 
to have theſe reſolutions printed, in order that they might undergo 
the fulleſt conſideration. 

The reſolutions were then agreed to, and the report ordered 
to be received to-morrow. 


Thurſday, May 17. 


REPORT from the COMMITTEE of the whole HOUSE, 
to whom it was referred to conſider farther of Ways and Meats | 
for raifing the Supply — to HIS MAJESTY, Jovis, 7 
Ai + FEW 

N. B. Up to No. 212 incluſive, of the following enumerated 
articles, there is an exception from the duty in favour of imports If 
the Eaft- India Company. 

1 R8es0LVveD, . That it is opinion of this Committee, 
that towards raifing the ſupply granted to His 
Majeſty there be charged upon every one hun- 
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Ditto of bound books - — 
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dred weight of bitter almonds imported into "EY 5. 4. 


this kingdom other than by the Eaſt-India 
Company, a duty of one ſbilling and ten- pence. 
Upon every ent. of Jordan almonds i 2 


Ditto of any other ſort of almonds | 2 


Ditto of aloes eparica . 3 0 
Ditto of al-es ſuccotina - 4 0 
Ditto of roch alum A FA O 


Upon every barrel of anchovies, containing 161b, 


of - fiſh - — 8 


Upon every cut. of anniſceds 8 


Dito of Annotto - — 
Dirto of anti monium crudum 

Ditto of aqua fortis - - 
Ditto of argol mn = 

Ditto of arſenic i . 
Ditto of pearl aſhes = 1 
Ditto of pot aſhes El DE. 
Ditto of affa-foetida ERA - 
Upon every lb. of artificial bal ſam - 


Ditto of natural balſam 3 ga 
Upon every cwt. of barilla — 
Upon every Ib. of cortex Peruvianus or Jeſuits bark 
Upon every cwt. of oak bark - 
Ditto of bay berries — — 


Ditto of unbound books - 

Upon every groſs of neſt boxes containing twelve 
dozen neſts, each neſt containing eight boxes o 

Upon every groſs of pill boxes containing twelve 


JJ Sa CCECIEETTS a 


jun 


— = 


dozen neſts, each neſt containing four 8 1 


Upon every groſs of ſand boxes containing twelve 


dozen boxes - — 0 


Upon every ton containing 20 cut. of Brazil wood 2 
Upom every cwt. of brimſtone — 
Upon every 1 2lʃbs. of rough or undreſt briſtles o 
pun every ewt. of great bugle : - o 
Ditt9-of gamtügium or gutta gambia | 0 
Upon:every b. of refined camphire 0 
* 
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Ditto of unrafined camphire 
Ditto ot wax candles - - 
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38 Upon every lb. of cantharides — 

39 Upon every ewt. of capers - - 

40 Upon every lb. of card>mons — 

41 Upon every ewt. of caiita fiſtula - 

42 Upon every Ib. of catiia lignea — 

43 Ditto of caſtorum — — 

44 Upon every ewt. of cheeſe 5 

45 Upon cvery Ib. of Cinnamon - 

46 Ditto of cloves - — 

47 Ditto of cochineal 3 - 

48 Upon every cwt. of cocoa nuts — 

49 Ditto of coffee - 5 

50 Vito of green copperas - 

51 Ditto of white copperas - 

52 Upon every ton, containing 20 ext. of cordage 

53 Upon every cwt. of cork - - 

54 Ditto of cream of tartar - - 

55 Ditto of currants - — 

56 Ditto of down — — 

57 Ditto of clephants teenth — 

58 Ditto of feathers for beds — 

59 Ditto of figs 8 - i 

60 Upon every ton, containing 20 ewt. of rough or un- 

dreſſed flax 1 

61 Upon every cwt. of fuſtick — 0 

62 Ditto of galls 3 5 a 0 

63 Ditto of gentian 3 - O 

64 Ditto of ginger 3 0 © 

65 Ditto of ginſang ' = - 0 

66 Ditto of gum arabic £5 he - O 

67 Ditto of gum ammoniac - - - O 

68 Ditto of gum copal _ - - O 
2 
0 
O 
O 
0 
O 
O 
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69 Ditto of gum guaci - 1 

10 Ditto of gum ſenega - - 

71 Upon every Ib. of gum tragacanth * 

72 Upon every cwt. of cow or ox hair 

73 Upon every Ib. of horſe hair 5 

74 Ditto of human hair in . 

75 Upon every dozen of baſs or ſtraw hats or bonnets 

76 Ditto of chip, cane, or horfe-hair caps or bonnets 

77 Upon every ton, containing 20 cwt. of rough or 
undrefled hemp = « o 19 
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78 Upon every horſe hide — 0 © 52 1 
79 Upon every Ih, of loih hides — 1 bis 
8o Unon every cow or ox hide - &: -& 0 $0 
81 Upon every ext. of indico, the produce of the ; | 
Brit ih plantations 0 33M 45 

82 Dito of indica, of the produce of the United {BY 
S nics of A:nerica 0-10 5 . 

8: ir ef ineo of any other place - 1 2 5 
8. er ten, Containing 20 cut. of iron in bar NE: 
r utter lit 8 16 1 1 

J U; n every evt. of Minglaſs O 5 9 BY. 
80 Ditio 4 juniper bores * 4 6 1 
87 Ditto of black lead — _ © 0M If 5 
88 Ditto of white lead — — O 1 0 iN 
89 Upon every 1,000 lemons - &- 4 E | 
90 * every alf pi ce, containing fix ells and a bi. 
half, of exmbrics and French lawns, other | 1 

than by the Eaſt India Company 89 be: 

91 Upon every 120 ells of Dutch barras and Heſſens 9 
canvas 8 4 4 4Þ 

92 Upon ditto, of packing canvas, guttings, ſpruce, 4 
Elbing or Qucenſborough canvas | 898 3-0 ir} 
93 Upon ditto of drilling and pack duc 6 + 


94 Upon ditto of plain Flanders or Holland linen, 
not exceeding one ell or one-e!gin of an ell 0 14 5 
95 Upon ditto of German, Switzerland, Eaſt. Country 
(except Ruſſia), and Sileſia plain cloth, not 
above the breadth of thirty-one inches and 
a half | a 6 
96 Upon ditto of ditto above the breadth of thirty- 
one inches and half, and not exceeding thirty- 
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fix inches 89 1 
97 Upon ditto of ditto above thirty-ſix inches in 
breadth \ RES. - 


93 Upon every piece, not exceeding eight yards in 

length, of Sileſia and all other plain lawns (ex- 

cept French laws) not bleached in Holland o o 4 
99 Upon dirto, not exceeding ditto, of ditto bleached 

in Holland 8 
I00 Upon every one hundred and twenty ells of tow- 

elling or napkinning of the manufacture of 
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Ruſſia, not exceeding twenty-two inches and a 

half in breadth 1 
101 Upon every one hundred and twenty ells of nar- | 

row Ruſſia linen, not otherwiſe enumerated, 

not exceeding twenty-two inches. and a half 

in breadth _ 1 
102 Upon ditto of linen cloth and diaper of Ruſſia, | 


I 
excceding twenty-two inches and a half in = 
breadth, and not exceeding thirty-one inches 135 
and half Vf. 

103 Upon ditto of ditto exceeding thirty- one l 
and a half in breadth, and not exceeding thirty- | 136 
fix inches © 8 I 137 
I 04 Upon ditto of ditto exceeding thirty-ſix inches in 138 
breadth, and not exceeding forty-five inches o 6 4 139 
105 Upon ditto of ditto exceeding forty-five inches 140 
in breadth o IO 10 141 
106 Upon every ton containing 20 cwt. of logwood o 7 3 142 
107 Upon every lb. of mace 1 143 
108 Upon every cwt. of mull madder 2 144 
ro Ditto of any other ſort of madder $2 2 
110 Ditto of madder roots - + 2 3 145 
111 Upon every ton containing 20 cwt. of mahogany o 10 10 1.46 
112 Upon every lb. of manna - 89 „ 
113 Upon every hundred containing five ſcore of 148 
mats, the produce of Ruſſia - & x 19 149 | 
114 Upon every cwt. of melaſſes - 0 1-0 150 
115 Upon every lb. of morels wi 0,6 2 151 
116 Upon every ewt. of myrrh - 8 | 
117 Upon every lb. of nutmegs - 11 3 
118 Upon every buſhel of cheſnuts - 1 153 | 
119 Ditto of ſmall nuts - oO oO 5; 154 I 
120 Upon every gailon of caſtor oil - 50:5 155 J 
121 Upon every ton, containing 25 2 gallons, of or- 156 J 
dinary oil of olives i * 11 157 f 
122 Upon every hundred gallons of ſallad oil o 18 o 158 U 
123 Upon every ton, containing 25 2 gallons of ſper- 59 L 
maceti oil "2 9 100 UL 
I 24 Ditto, containing 252 gallons of train oil, or | 161 U 
blubber of fiſh oil, not otherwiſe enumerated o 16 10 162 U 
125 Upon every cwt. of olibanum or incenſe 0 #0 153 D 


126 Upon every Ib. of opium „ . 21 94 U 
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Ditto of clover ſeed — 


DEBATES. 
Upon every thouſand of oranges - 
Upon every ewt. of orchella — 
Ditto of pearl barley, or barley hulled 
Ditto of long pepper - 


Upon every picture of four feet ſquare or upwards 


Ditto of two feet ſquare and under four feet 
Ditto under two feet ſquare - 
Upon every evt. of Pimento — 


Upon every laſt, containing twelve barrels, each 


barrel not exceeding thirty-one gallons and a 
half, of pitch 

Upon every ounce Troy of plate wrought of gold 

Ditto of filver plate ungilt 

Ditto of filver plate, part gilt - 

Ditto of filver plate, gilt - 

Upon every ewt. of dried plumbs 

Ditto of prunes — 

Upon every Ib. of quiekſilver 


Upon every thouſand of gooſe quills 


Upon every ton, containing 20 ewt. of rags fit 
only to make paper 

Upon every cwt. of Denia raiſins 

Ditto of Faro raiſins - 

Ditto of Lipra or Belvidere raifins 

Ditto of Lexia raiſins - - 

Ditto of Smyrna raiſins * 

Ditto of raiſins of the ſun - 

Ditto of all other railins, not otherwiſe enu- 
merated 1 2 

Upon every lb. of rhubarb 

Upon every ewt. of rice - 

Ditto of roſin - - 

Ditto of ſacrum ſaturni | - 

Ditto of ſafflower - 8 

For every lb. of ſaffron - 

Upon every wey, containing forty buſhels of Calt 

Upon every cwt. of ſalt petrc 

Ditto of ſarſaparilla 1 - 

Upon every lb. of ſcammony _ - 

don every cwt. of carroway ſeed 


Upon every buſhel of linſeed — 
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168 
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171 
172 
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176 
2 
178 
179 
180 


181 
182 
183 
184 
185 


186 
187 
188 
189 
190 
191 
192 
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194 
9 
196 
194 
198 


PARLIAMENTARY 
Upon every cwt. of muſtard ſeed 
Ditto of onion feed "i - 
Upon every quarter, containing eight buſhels of 
rape ſeed = - 
Upon every lb. of ſena —— 
Upon every cwt. of ſhumack - 
Upon every lb. containing ſixteen ounces of raw 
filk of Turkey - 8 


Ditto, containing ditto of any other eountry 

Ditto, containing ſixteen ounces of thrown filk 

Ditto, containing ſixtcen ounces of waſte ſilk 

Upon every hundred, containing five ſcore of kid 
{kins in the hair, undreſſed 

Ditto, containing fix ſcore of lamb fkins in the 

Wool, undreſſed - . 

Upon every cwt. of ſmalts - 

Upon every gallon of brandy - 

Ditto of geneva — - 

Upon every hundred gallons of rum 

Upon every gallon of all other ſpirits, not other- 


wife enumerated or deſcribed 
Upon every lb. of ſuccades — 
Upon every ewt. of ſugar — 
Ditto of tallow - — 
Ditto of tamarinds - 


Upon every laſt, containing twelve barrels, each 
barrel not exceeding thirty-one gallons and a 
half of tar - - 

Upon every cwt. of tobacco — 

Upon every Ib. of tortoifeſhell — 

Upon every ton, containing 20 ext. of tow 

Upon every Ib. of truffles _ 

Upon every hundred 1b. of turmeric 

Ditto of common turpentine . — 

Ditto of valonia — — 

Ditto of common verdigreaſe - 

Ditto of chryſtallized verdigreaſe 

Ditto of vermillion „„ | - 

Ditto of bees wax, white or manufactured 

Ditto of becs wax manufaQured | 

Upon every ton, containing 250 gallons of 
French wine - - 


£ 
98 8 
> 
O 1 
oO © 
8 
9 0 
© 8 
$0 
8 
#1 
w. 7 
H— 4 
0 
8 8 
O 15 
6 --D 
6-0 
3 
6 
© 0 
7 
O 2 
$ 7 
6 x1 
9 0 
O 2 
9-0 
9 8 
0-0 
NE | 
& 0 
9-6 
o 4 


3 10 


[ Commoxs, 


* 


11 


13 


2 . 2 
ko — 


wh. 


\S O © BD wo UT ww 


x 


213 | 


ie F 


121— 


bt [— 


ww Ui. 4 OI 


L 
2 


Ui Go 


wb 


Mar 17-] | DEBATES. 


199 Upon every ton, containing 250 gallons of 

| Madeira wine - — 

200 Ditto, containing ditto of Portugal wine 

201 Ditto, containing ditto of Rheniſh, German, or 
Hungary wine - - 

202 Ditto, containing ditto of Spaniſh wine 

203 Ditto, containing ditto of wine, not otherwiſe 
enumerated or deſcribed 

204 Upon every ewt. of cotton wool, of the — 
or production of Turkey 

205 Ditto of ditto of the growth or production of any 
of the Britiſn culonies 5 

206 Ditto of ditto of the growth or production of 
any other country or place 

207 Ditto of Spanith wool — 

208 Ditto of cotton yarn — 

200 Upon every lb. of mehair yarn 

210 Upon every ewt. of raw linen yarn 

211 Ditto of yellow berries _ — | 

212 Ditto of the true and real value of all other 
goods, wares, and merchandize whatever, not 
otherwiſe particularly enumerated or deſcribed 
(except from Ireland) =. 


213 Upon everv 1col. of the true and real value of 


all plain white calicoes, plain white dinity, 
plain muſlins, Nanquin cicih, muſſivs or 
white callicoes, flowered or ſtiiched cotton ma- 
nufactures, not ether wiſe enumerated or de- 
ſeribed, am all goods, wares, and merchan- 
dize, prohibited] tc to be worn or uſed in Great 
Britain, imported for porta ion only, ac- 
cording to the gro's price at which the ſame 


ſhall have been publicly ſold at the fales of 


the Eaſt-India Company, without any de- 
duQion therefrom, except ſo much as the du- 
ties of cuſtoms due and payable on ſuch goods 
reſpeRively ſhall amount to - 

214 Ditto of all ſugar imported into this kingdom ac- 
cording to the groſs price at which the ſame 


ſhall be publicly ſold at the ſales of the Eaſt- 
India Company - - 
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PARLIAMENTARY LC OMNM ONs, 
| 1 


Upon every Tool. of all indico and cotton wool 
imported into this kingdom, according to the 
groſs price, &c. 2h 

Upon every ewt. of coffee imported into this 
kingdom by the Eaſt- India Company 

Ditto of cocoa nuts, ditto - - 

Ditto of ſugar unrefined, not having been im- | 
ported by the Eaſt-India Company, and ex- 27 
ported from this kingdom {except to Ireland) 

Ditto of refined ſugar, called baſtard, and 23 
ground or powdered ſugar, and refined loaf 
ſugar broke in pieces, and all ſugar called 
candy, exported from this kingdom (except 
to Ireland) _ | 

Ditto of all other refined ſugar, exported from 
this kingdom (except to Ircland) 

Ditto of coffee, not having been imported by 
the Eaſt. India Company, exported from this 
kingdom (except to Ireland) - 23: 

Ditto of cocoa nuts, ditto NZ. 

Upon every 100]. of the true and real value of E 23 
all goods, wares, and merchandize, the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of Great 
Britain (except refined ſugar) exported from 237 
this kingdom except to Ireland and the Eaſt 
Indies) — - 

Ditto exported from this kingdom to any part of 

| Europe (except to Ircland) - - | 

Ditto exported from this Kingdom (except to 
Europe, and to any port or place within the 
limits of the chartcrs granted to the Eaſt- 

India Company) 

Upon every cwt. of cocoa nuts, having been im- p G 
ported into this kingdom by the Eaſt-India I 
Company, and which ſhall be exported from a 
this Kingdom Ss — 2 3 ue 

227 Ditto of coffee, ditto — N 
228 Upon every cwt. of the true and real value of | "TP 

" all ſugar, having been imported into this 1 
kingdom by the Eaſt- India Company, accord- e 

ing to the groſs price at which ſugar ſhall Ve 


; 

þ 
1 
8 
i 
4 
4 
| ; 


' os * - ' 


a” ho at 


21 


t 


CIY 
tt | 


Mar 17.] DEBATES. 


have been ſold at the public ſales of the ſaid 
Company, and which ſhall be exported from 
this kingdom - - 

229 Upon every ton burden of every ſhip or veſſel 
entering outwards or inwards (except in bal- 
laſt to or from Ireland, the iſlands - of 
Guernſey, Jerſey, Sark, Alderney, and Man, 


and the Greenland Seas) — 
230 Upon ditto, to and from any port or place within 
the Streights of Gibraltar — 


231 Upon ditto to or from any port or place in 
Ruſſia or within the Baltic Sea 8 

232 Upon ditto to or from any port or place in 
Europe 1 — — 

233 Upon ditto to or from any other port or, place 
within the limits of the charters granted to 
the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the Eaſt Indies - 5 

234 Upon ditto to and from the Cape of Good Hope 


235 Upon ditto to or from any port or place in 


Africa, not other wiſe enumerated or deſeribed 


236 Upon ditto to or from the iſland of Newfound- 
land, the iſlands of Cape Breton and St. John, 
and the coaſt of Labrador — 

237 Upon ditto to or from any port or place in the 
United States of America, any Britiſh ifland, 
colony, or plantation in America, or any other 
part of America, not otherwiſe deſcribed 

238 That the ſaid duties ſhall be levied, collected, 

and paid, over and above all other duties now 
paid or payable. 


—_—_— 


General TARLETON moved- for leave to bring in a petition 


from the merchants of Liverpool, which in the ſpace of three hours 
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received 2, 600 ſignatures. It was not meant againſt the original 


dlave- carrying Bill, the tendency of which was ſo generally ap- 


proved, but againſt thoſe clauſes which went to make the cubical 
contents and ſuperficial extent between decks the criterion of the 


number of ſlaves, inſtead of the tonnage. The petition was read, 


and ordered to be referred to the Committee on Monday next. 


Vor. VI. | * 


* 


170 | PARLIAMENTARY '[Loxns, 
On the motion of Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON, the Houſe 


reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the bill for granting relief to 
ſhip-owners, when a retroſpeQtive clauſe to protect ſuch tranſactions 


„ as occurred previous to the decifion of the Court of King's Bench, | 
: j in the caſe of Smith v. Sheppard, on the 3d of May 1797, was 
i introduced. 
= The MASTER OF THE ROLLS oppoſed the clauſe, as af. t 

| 4 1 fording a dangerous precedent ; and wiſhed all former contracts to 0 
'4 abide the deciſion of the law as it now ſtands. He was aware of c 
I 4 the hardſhips which might affect certain individuals, but was afraid f 
N | of a precedent hitherto Cas in the law. b 
3 i Mr. PEELE conſidered the ſubject to be of great importance, 

| j 9 but was of opinion that, with due deliberation, the differences on f. 
| i all ſides might be reconciled. B 
. 1 Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON defended the W and 
4 the juſtice of the clauſe ; after which the Houſe divided, when the by 


PE A 


numbers were: For the clauſe, 51; Againſt it, 30. Mzx- 
Jority 21. 

After the diſcuſſion of the other clauſes, the reſolutions were 
agreed to. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, May 18. 


5 : The various bills before the Houſe were ferwarded in their re- 
Þ ſpective ſtages; among theſe was the Election- treating Bill, to which 
| Lord GRENVILLE thought it neceſſary to call the attention of 

their Lordſhips. Though it was one, he faid, that reſpected the 
f election of Members to the other Houſe of Parliament, yet from its 
ih nature it demanded the ſerious attention of that Houſe ; they had 
4 | a right to do ſo, and the bill in queſtion rendered the exercife of that 
5 right highly neceſſary. If the merits of the bill were to be efii- 
$1 mated by the reſpectability of the character of the perſon who in- 
I troduced the bill into the other Houſe of Parliament, he could 
have no objection to it. The principles and character of that per- 
ſonage (Lord Belgrave) were undoubtedly a ſtrong recommendation 
to it, but the meaſure muſt be conſidered on other grounds, on its 
own merits. It was not his intention, however, then to enter into 
the merits of the bill, but merely to obſerve, that he conſidered the 
proviſions of the bill as militating againſt _ general tenor of (1x 
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laws to which it referred to every Win contained in thoſe 
laws; and, including a ſyſtem of complete injunction: he was ſorry 
to be obliged to expreſs ſuch an opinion of the bill, but ſuch he 
really deemed its proviſions to be. His wiſh was, then to appoint 
a particular day for the ſecond reading of the bill, when its merits 
could be regularly diſcuſſed; but he thought it proper to acquaint 
their Lordſhips, that he ſhould deem it his duty, then to move, 
either that the bill be rejected, or its ſecond reading deferred to a 
diſtant day. His Lordſhip ſuggeſted Wedneſday next as: proper 
for this diſcuſſion ; and, as we could collect, that day was appointed 
by the Houſe for that purpoſe. 

The order of the day was then read, for ſummoning their Lord- 
ſhips upon the commitment of the Militia Officers Augmentation 

Bill. 
The Houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into a Committee on this 
bill, Lord WALSINGHAM in the chair. 
After the preamble, and ſome, part of the bill was diſpoſed of, 

The Earl of CAERNARVON expreſſed his regret that he 
ſhould feel it his duty to oppoſe any of the meaſures of the Execu- 
tive Government in the preſent ſituation of the country. At a 
period when the patriotic zeal of its inhabitants were at the height, 
and when Government diſplayed more vigour and activity than was 
ever known at any former period, he regretted being obliged to 
throw out any thing that might tend to damp the zeal of the people, 
or to clog the popular efforts of Adminiſtration ; but he felt it his 
duty to oppoſe, to the beſt of his power, certain proviſions in the 
bill before their Lordſhips. It ſtruck him generally, as part of 
2 ſyſtem, and ſtrongly marked with that character, of aſſimilating 
the Militia force of the country to the regular ſtanding army. 
The former he conſidered as the permanent conſtitutional force of 


the country, and leſs connected with, and dependent on the Crown, 


than the ſtanding army. It was originally placed by Parliament 
under the command of officers of landed property, who were ſup- 


poſed to be men of more independent minds. The proviſions of 


the bill would operate as a ſort of fraud upon men of this deſerip- 
tion, and the conſtitutional officers of the Militia forces. They 
felt themſelves employed and paid for particular and limited duties, 
and not for the regular and uniform military routine to which the 
— of the line were deſtined. | 

By this bill, a ſet and deſcription of inen of whom they were te- 
tally ignorant, might be placed as officers over their heads. [His 
Lordihip, in this and the ſubſequent part of his ſpeech, dwelt par- 
ticularly on the clauſe in the bill which authorized, in caſe a ſuffi- 
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10 | PARLIAMENTARY [Loxps. 
On the motion of Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON, the Houſe 


reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the bill for granting relief to 
ſhip-owners, when a retroſpective clauſe to protect ſuch tranſactions 
as occurred previous to the decifion of the Court of King's Bench, 
in the caſe of Smith v. Sheppard, on the 3d of May 1797, was 
introduced. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS oppoſed the clauſe, as af. 
fording a dangerous precedent ; and wiſhed all former contracts to 
abide the deciſion of the law as it now ſtands. He was aware of 
the hardſhips which might affect certain individuals, but was afraid 
of a precedent hitherto unknown in the law. 

Mr. PEELE conſidered the ſubject to be of great importance, 
but was of opinion that, with due deliberation, the differences on 
all ſides might be reconciled. | 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON defended the propriety an 
the juſtice of the clauſe ; after which the Houſe divided, when the 
numbers were: For the clauſe, 51; Againſt it, 30. Ma- 
Jority 21. | 

After the diſcuſſion of the other clauſes, the reſolutions were 
agreed to. 


* 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, May 18. 


The various bills before the Houſe were ferwarded in their re- 
ſpeQive ſtages; among theſe was the Election- treating Bill, to which 
Lord GRENVILLE thought it neceſſary to call the attention of 
their Lordſhips. Though it was one, he ſaid, that reſpected the 
election of Members to the other Houſe of Parliament, yet from its 
nature it demanded the ſerious attention of that Houſe ; they had 
a right to do ſo, and the bill in queſtion rendered the exercife of that 
right highly neceſſary. If the merits of the bill were to be eſt 
mated by the reſpectability of the character of the perſon who in- 
troduced the bill into the other Houſe of Parliament, he could 
have no objection to it. The principles and character of that per- 
ſonage (Lord Belgrave) were undoubtedly a ſtrong recommendation 
to it, but the meaſure muſt be conſidered on other grounds, on its 
own merits. It was not his intention, however, then to enter into 
the merits of the bill, but merely to obſerve, that he conſidered the 
proviſions of the bill as militating againſt the general tenor of the 
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laws to which it referred to every principle contained in thoſe 
laws; and, including a ſyſtem of complete injunction: he was ſorry 
to be obliged to expreſs ſuch an opinion of the bill, but ſuch he 
really deemed its proviſions to be. His wiſh was, then to appoint 
a particular day for the ſecond reading of the bill, when its merits 
could be regularly diſcuſſed ; but he thought it proper to acquaint 
their Lordſhips, that he ſhould deem it his duty, then to move, 
either that the bill be rejected, or its ſecond reading deferred to a 
diſtant day. His Lordſhip ſuggeſted Wedneſday next as: proper 
for this diſcuſſion ; and, as we could collect, that day was appointed 
by the Houſe for that purpoſe. 

The order of the day was then read, for ſummoning their Lord- 
ſhips upon the commitment of the Militia Officers Augmentation 
Bill. 

The Houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into a Committee on this 
bill, Lord WALSINGHAM in the chair. 

After the preamble, and ſome, part of the bill was diſpoſed of, 

The Earl of CAERNARVON exprefled his regret that he 
- ſhould feel it his duty to oppoſe any of the meaſures of the Execu- 
tive Government in the preſent ſituation of the country. At a 
period when the patriotic zeal of its inhabitants were at the height, 
and when Government diſplayed more vigour and activity than was 
ever known at any former period, he regretted being obliged to 
throw out any thing that might tend to damp the zeal of the people, 
or to clog the popular efforts of Adminiſtration ; but he felt it his 
duty to oppoſe, to the beſt of his power, certain proviſions in the 
bill before their Lordſhips. It truck him generally, as part of 
2 ſyſtem, and ſtrongly marked with that character, of aſſimilating 
the Militia force of the country to the regular ſtanding army. 
The former he conſidered as the permanent conſtitutional force of 


the country, and leſs connected with, and dependent on the Crown, 


than the ſtanding army. It was originally placed by Parliament 
under the command of officers of landed property, who were ſup- 


poſed to be men of more independent minds. The proviſions of 


the bill would operate as a ſort of fraud upon men of this deſcrip- 
tion, and the conſtitutional officers of the Militia forces. They 
felt themſelves employed and paid for particular and limited duties, 
and not for the regular and uniform military routine to which the 
troops of the line were deſtined. 

By this bill, a ſet and deſcription of inen of whom they were te- 
tally ignorant, might be placed as officers over their heads. | His 
Lordſhip, in this and the ſubſequent part of his ſpeech, dwelt par- 
_ ticularly on the clauſe in the bill which authorized, in caſe a ſuffi- 
Z 2 
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[Lorps, Ma 
cient number of qualified officers could not be obtained in fourteen the « 
days after the paſſing of the act, the appointment of officers who ſhou 
ſerved in the Eaft-India Company's troops, &c.] This proviſion the « 
had his decided diſapprobation, as likely to produce the worſt effects per: 

- —it militated againſt the old and eſtabliſhed principle of conſtitu— troop 
ting the militia force, namely, officering it with men of landed pro- there 
perty; it muſt alſo eventually change the eſtabliſhed mode of trial feem 
of ſuch officers, which is, by perſons of their own deſcription. A wou! 
latitude was left by the clauſe, of appointing even enſigns in the the « 

- Eaſt-India Company's ſervice, to the higheſt ſituation in the Mi- ſtand 
litia, the great and conſtitutional check of landed qualification being _ 
ſet afide. He could not help obſerving, that by the proviſion waich no gi 
renders it unneceſſary that the officer ſhould ſwear hitaſelf a Pro- inſtar 
teſtant—perſons of all religions are admiſlible into the Militia, even fortn 
of every deſcription of religion that ever ſerved in the Company's noble 
Seapoy troops, Gentoos, Mahomedans, &. He was aware this 'T 
was not the intention; but ſtill, as the bill ſtood, it might be  ; obtai! 
and ſuch perſons may fit on the Courts Martial of Militia Officers, T 
He begged their Lordſhips to conſider the effect ſuch regulations ceived 
muſt have on the minds of the old and reſpeQable officers of the miſtal 
Militia, He was for the rejection of the clauſe, above ſtated, in to pre 
totz—jealoufies would reſult from it at the moment when unanimity effect. 
| ſhould be moſt wanted, for which, and the other reaſons he had Th 
aſſigned, he truſted their Lordſhips would agree in his opinion, that bill w 
it ſhould be expunged. The « 

The Marquis TOWNSHEND agreed in part of what fell the ex 
from the noble Earl; at the ſame time, with reſpe& to the par- bear e 
ticular clauſe ſo much dwelt upon, he entertained no ſuch apprehen- ſons d 
fions. It merely enacted, that where the Lords Lieutenants of the Lo! 
counties were unable, within a given time, to provide a fufficient litia la 
number of officers, in ſuch caſes only, the reſource in queſtion may under 
be reſorted to. By theſe means he thought it unlikely that any great the be 
number of the Company's officers would find their way into the and eff 
Militia, His Lordthip adverted to the circumſtances of the troops Earl's 
of the line being fully employed in their regular duties in garriſons, namely 
encampments, and in defending the colonies ; which circumſtances the te! 
rendered the mode {ſtruck out by the bill for officering the Supple- would 
mentary Militia as one of the moſt unobjectionable that could be 4ueſtio 
deviſed. Noble 
The Earl of CAERNARVON ſaid, the meaſure of reducing old off 

the accuſtomed qualifications in property for the officers, had much holding 
better be reſorted to; the bill went to exclude unobjectionable per- meaſur 
ſons whoſe incomes were ever ſo little below the legal | ſtandard, By mentar 


* 
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the exiſting law, it was required that a Colonel in the Militia 
ſhould have at leaſt 1IoOOl. per annum, half of which ſhould be in 
the county wherein the corps was raiſed. A man poſſeſſed of 9991, 
per annum would be rejected, and an enſign of the Company's 
troops received. He preſſed the idea of reducing the qualifications ; 
there ſeemed no anxiety in Miniſters to get officers of property. It 


would create jealouſies —it appeared like an attempt to worm-out 
the conſtitutional officers, and to aſſimilate the Militia to the regular 
ſtanding forces. 

The Marquis TOWNSHEND obſerved, that there exiſted 
no ground of. ſerious apprehenſion on that ſcore. He had known 
inſtances where a whole corps of officers was completed within a 
fortnight : poſſibly, ſome jealouſies might exiſt, as hinted by the 
noble Earl, but they were not within the ſphere of his knowledge. 

The Earl of HARDWICKE ſaid, that exertions were made to 
obtain officers properly qualificd. | 

The Earl of CAERNARVON ſaid, that if the noble Earl con- 
ceived him to fay that efforts to that effect had not been made, he had 
miſtaken him; at leaſt he did not mean to ſay ſo. What he wiſhed 
to preſs was, the expedient of reducing the qualification, which would 
effectually anſwer the purpoſe. 

The Earl of HARDWICKE then obſerved, that the preſent 

bill would not militate againſt the conſtitution of the old militia. 

The caſe was new, and proportionate efforts were neceffary to meet 

the exigencies of the times. The principal officers, however, who 

| bear commands at preſent in the IE Mila were per- 
ſons duly qualified. 

Lord GRENVILLE contended, that the ſpirit of the old Mi- 
litia laws were not infringed by the bill before the Committee; but 
under the preſent circumſtances, the queſtion was, whether or not 
the beſt and readieſt means ſhould be adopted, for ereating a great 
and efficient force to repel the enemy? A great part of the noble 
Earl's objections would be done away by one fingle conſideration, 
namely, that the bill did not apply to the old, or permanent, but to 
the temporary Militia. The preſent officers, he was convinced, 
would not feel in the leaſt hurt by the admiſſion of the officers in 
queſtion into their corps. He ſlightly noticed the language of the 
noble Earl, in ſaying the meaſure was a ſpecies of fraud upon the 
ing old officers. Such language was often held groundleſsly by perſons 

holding ſentiments not conſonant with the promoters of particular 
meaſures : ; but he averred that there had been no ſpecies of parlia- 
mentary compact entered into with the officers of the old Militia, 


ſeemed as if they wiſhed to get an army by ballot the attempt 
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which the preſent meaſure went to infringe. With reſpect to the 
idea of its worming out the old officers, that was ſet aſide alſo by 
the conſideration of the temporary nature of the meaſure. The 
plan of additional militia, inſtead of an augmentation of the army, 
was preferred ; in many points of view it held forth a greater in- 
ducement to the people to enter into it, as ſecuring them from fery. 
ing out of the kingdom, and the force, from laying each in its re. 
ſpecti ve county, could be concentrated in a greater number at any 
given point, ſo as to operate with increafed energy and effect. 
| The Earl of RADNOR thought the preſent meaſure would 
operate to the deſtruction of the old conſtitutional Militia force, and 
he thought it bore marks of intentionally tending that way. He 
aſſerted the bill affected the old as well as the Supplementary Mili- 
tia force, as in many inſtances the battalions were incoporated : and 
he agreed with the noble Earl in thinking, that to a certain degree 
it would operate to ſuperſede the old officers. However he might 
regard his attempts to abrogate the clauſe in queſtion: in tots, he would 
endeavour to get it ameliarated, and though he deſpaired of doing 
all the good he wiſhed, ſtill he might render the proviſion leſs cb- 
jeRionable ; with this view he would propoſe to the Committee, as 
an amendment, to inſert after “within fourteen days after paſſiq 
of the act, or any ſubſequent vacancies.” 

Lord GRENVILLE did not ſcem to object to this amendment, 
but ſaid a few words reſpecting the inviolability of any contrad 
which Parliament might have entered into with the Militia. 

The Earl of CAERNARVON conſidered that the proviſions df 
the bill in queſtion would be generally conftrued as applying in fome 
degree at leaſt to the old Militia, He took occafion to remark, 
that he meant nothing offenſive by the word fraud—he did not uſe 
it in the ſenſe which the noble Lord ſeemed to take it. The mes 
ſure was at leaſt unexpected by the old officers — With reſpect to 
what had been ſaid of the uſefulneſs of the Militia in caſes of ex- 
gency, he obſerved, that the Militia exiſted as an embodied fore 
only in caſes of exizency—they were never called out but on ſom 
occaſion of that deſcription. 

The queſtion was put, and the clauſe was carried with the 
amendment. 

The Earl of RADNOR then propoſed a ſecond amendment, b 
the effect of preventing the officers, admitted under the ſanction d 
the above clauſe, from being appointed ficld officers. 

The Earl of CAERNARVON, in ſupport of the obſervation 
of the Earl of Radnor, recapitulated ſome of his former argumenb 
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- the drift of theſe principally was, to recommend a reduction of the 


qualification at preſent required by the law. 

After ſome: converſation between Lords GREN VI LLE, 
CAERNARVON, and RADNOR, and a remark from His Hove 
Highneſs the Duke of CLARENCE, to the effect, that the pre- 
ſent bill conveyed no greater powers to Government, with retpe&t 
to the field officers, than the old Militia Acts, the amendment of 
Lord Radnor was rejected. 

The Earl of RADNOR then propoſed a third amendment, that 
no officers fo appointed, ſhould be commandants of any battalions 
or corps. 

Viſcount SLDNEY thought the alterations in the bill recom- 
mended by the noble Earl, as objects worthy of the moſt ſerious 
conſideration, and ſhould be regarded with an eye of caution. His 
Lordſhip adverted to the peculiar circumſtances of the country, the 
impolicy of entertaining unfounded prejudices, and glanced at the 
inconſiſtency of adopting ſuch a propoſition as the preſent, after re- 
jecting that propoſed juſt before by the noble Earl. 

Earl FORT ESC UE conſidered the adoption of ſuch an amend- 
ment as a kind of inconſiſteney: it would be virtually adopting that 
juſt rejected, as it excluded thoſe perſons from the ſituation of eom- 
manding officers, though permitted to be field officers. However, 
his Lordſhip expreſſed himſelf decidedly againſt the idea of the 
noble Earl, of reducing the qualification in property required by 
the preſent law: ſo far from that, he ſhould rather ſee it increaſed ; 
and if a future opportunity ſhould ariſe for a reviſal of thoſe laws, 
he would ſtrongly recommend the meaſure. 

Lords GRENVILLE and RADNOR made a few obſerva- 
tions; when the ſenſe of the Committee being called for, their 
Lordſhips divided, and there appeared, in favour, of the clauſe, 
amended as above, 12; Againſt it, 6. Majority 6. 

The remaining clauſes and proviſions of the bill went through 
the Committee with a few amendments made in the courſe of a 
converſation between the Earls of POWIS, RADNOR, CAER- 
NARVON, Lord GREN VILLE, &c. In the courfe of theſe, 
a Clauſe was adopted, on the ſuggeſtion of the Earl of POWIS, to 
the effect that nothing in that act ſhould prejudice the penſions 
made by the act of 1795, for certain militia officers in time of 
peace; and alſo, a proviſion that no ſecond Adjutant appointed to 
any of the corps in queſtion, ſhould have a higher rank than a 
Lieutenant by brevet, except {uch officer had belonged to His Ma- 
Jety's forces, in which caſe the higheſt rank conferred on him 
ould be, a Captain-Lieutenant by brevet alſo. 
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The bill being wholly gone through, the Houſe reſumed, ang 
ordered the report to be received on * to which day their 


Lordſhips adjourned. H. 
4 — | for 
„ HOUSE OF COMMONS. " 
n | | not 
4 Friday, May 18. im 
Bi The Houſe went into a Committee on the bill for allowing the Sia 
El uſe of clm bark in the tanning of leather. m_ 
3 Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY objected to this bil, m. 
I as injurious to the manufaQurers of that article, and ar infringe- wy 
F ; ment of ſeveral exiſting laws on that ſubject. = 
* Mr. DUDLEY RYDER argued, that the improvement made "As 
8 in the arts and manufactures fince the act of James the Firft, among 112 
. which was the ſubſtituting elm for oak bark, rendered this bill ab- 88 
£4 ſolutely neceſſary; and the clauſe reſpecting the patent of the in.. 5 
N ventor, Mr. Seely, as a matter of gratitude, as well as the importance _ 
4 of his diſcovery, rendered it neceſſary. hioh 
9 Mr. WIGLEY made a few obſervations. * 
; The report was ordered to be brought up on Monday. * 
IF The order of the day being read for the farther confideration of | * 
| * the report upon the bill for the ſale of the land-tax, the 
2 A number of amendments were read and agreed to, and ſeveral ma 
5 elauſes brought up by Mr. Solicitor General, the laſt of which was, 5 
1 that the bill might be varied, altered, and amended, during the pre- houl 
0 ſent ſeſſion. as fal 
1 Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that he ſhould hereafter propoſe a clauſe "ig 
5 that the bill might be repealed n eta, in the next or any future he & 
Þ ſeſſion of Parliament. He was convinced, that in practice it would Py 
1 be found fo deſtructive, vexatious, and impracticable, that it mul 0 
ba be eventually repealed, but that it could not, conſiſtent with good by his 
1 faith, be done without ſuch a clauſe. chaſed 
wil Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, as the honourable gentleman did 3 
"= not now propoſe his clauſe, it was not neceſſary to debate it ; but vie 
whenever he did, he moſt certainly ſhould oppoſe it. If the Hout hk 

thought the bill impracticable, it was a reaſon why they ſhould rot years 

paſs-it, and not ſend it forth accompanied with a clauſe which * 
would counteract all its effect. It would be a more manly way (0 had re 
oppoſe the bill altogether, than thus endeavour, by a fide wind, © nourat 
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Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, this was the cal aQ in which the 
Houſe could not recede without breach of faith. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that the honourable gentleman 
forgot all the acts impoſing duties for particular funds; they ſtood 
on exactly the ſame grounds. 

Mr. BUXTON roſe to offer a clauſe, of which he had given 
notice on a former occaſion. It was, that no land-tax ſhould de 
impoſed in future, which did not equally affect all other ſpecies of 
property. Though, he was ſenſible of his inability to conduct this 
meaſure in a manner which it deſerved, yet he would not be de- 
terred or ſhrink from performing his duty. If we went into the 
principle, or looked at the origin of the land tax, we ſhould find 
that it originated while there exiſted two very ftrong parties in the 
kingdom, one in favour of an abdicated Monarch, and the other in 
favour of the King in poſſeſſion. The one party gave the full 
amount of their rental, and the other did not; ſo hence aroſe an 
inequality, What he aſked by his clauſe was this, that in future 
there ſhould be no diſtinction of property; at preſent there was a 
diſtinction; the landed property paid very heavy rates,” poor rates, 
| highways, &c. &. And this was no new principle ; it was found 
in the original land, tax. He ſaw no reafon why the landholder 


ſhould be in a worſe ſituation than the ſtockholder. He aſked that 


the landholder ſhould be protected. Gentlemen might argue, that 
the faith of Parliament was pledged to the ſtockholder ; but he 
alked juſtice for the landholder, which was equally important. He 
therefore ſhould propoſe a clauſe, '** that no land tax in future 
ſhould be impoſed, which did not equally affect all other property, 
as far as the ſame could be aſcertained.” 

Mr. PEELE thought the propoſition objectionable, both as to 
the time and manner in which it was brought forward, and that it 
might have a bad effect upon that unanimity which they all 0 
much defired— He had ſome landed property, which he had gained 
by his own induſtry, but he was alſo a monied man; when he pur- 
Chaſed the land, he had it, in conſequence of the land tax, 
at the rate of thirty vears purchaſe of the land tax, leſs than other- 
Wiſe it would have been, had there been no tax upon it; and 
now he had an opportunity of purchaſing that land tax at eighteen 
years purchaſe, for which he had received an allowance of thirty 
years purchaſe ; and therefore he conceived that the landed intereſt 
had reaſon to rejoice in the meaſure. He lamented that the ho- 
nourable gentleman ſhould now have raiſed a diſtindtion between 
the two ſorts of property. When the enemy were at our doors, it 
would be right to uſe whatever means were the moſt available. 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the Houſe could not doubt of 


the purity of his honourable friend's intention in bringing forward 


this clauſe. To the principle of it he could have no objection; on 
the contrary, he warmly and cordially concurred in it. It was all 
their defires that a tax ſhould be framed as equal, as univerſal and 
as comprehenſive as poſſible ; and he ſhould feel himſelf much in- 
debted to his honourable friend, if he could ſuggeſt any mode by 
which that principle could, with effect, be reduced into praQtice, 
He was ſatisfied of the goodneſs of the principle, and he every day 
entertained hopes, that at length ſome expedient might be Gif. 
covered, to obviate the difficulties that hitherto had preſented them- 


ſelves. He had the ſatisfaction of ſaying, that all orders ſeemed to 


concur in the idea, and particularly the commercial orders, where the 
danger of a diſcloſure of property was moſt to be apprehended ; but 
notwithſtanding all the inquiries he could make, and all the atten- 
tion he had given, his ſatisfaction was as yet imperfect, for he could 
not diſcover any effectual mode. But the Houſe might reſt ſatis. 
fied that he would ſpare no pains or labour to digeſt all the mate- 
rials which he received, and procure all the information within his 
reach, to perfect ſo deſirable an object. He truſted there was but 
one ſentiment as to the propriety of the plan, and he hoped that at 
laſt the ſmaller difficulties would be overcome. But, however eager 
in his wiſh he might be for this event, he muſt nevertheleſs remon- 
ſtrate againſt the admiſſion of the preſent clauſe. Becauſe a plan 
could not be diſcovered of theoretical perfection, and ſubſtituted for 
the preſent one, ſhould we therefore tell our enemies that we would 
not uſe our practical reſources? He was ſure this could not be thc 
meaning of his honourable friend, or of any man in that Houſe. 
What was the queſtion now before them? They were called upen 
to tie up the hands of the Legiſlature, and to fetter the power of the 
nation. They were called upon to ſay, tha: if they could not cil- 
cover a plan which truly was deſirable, though ditteult, that we 
would not uſe the means which we were in poſſeſſion ofgand v hich 
we and our anceſtors had before had recourſe to. It was not to be 
ſuppoſed but that he wiſhed a land tax ſhould be as univerſal 2 
poſſible ; but if this clauſe-was adopted, and a ſcheme was deviſed 
by which three-fourths of the property was comprehended, and there 
remained only one-fourth which could not be exactly aſcertained 
and taxed, the whole ſcheme would be defeated. Bur the ſituation 
of the landed gentlemen, compared to what it was at the *original 
impoſition of the land tax, would be found to be now much better 


than formerly The tax now produced but two millions, and the 


pental of the kingdom was eſtimated ax between twenty-five a 
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thirty millions. It formerly produced the ſame ſum of two mil- 
lions, when the rental of the kingdom was only ten millions ; ſo 


that it is not ſo much as it was by one-third. The honourable 


gentleman had ſtated, that the principle of the original land tax went 
to all property. True, it did ſo in principle; but the honourable 
entleman muſt alſo admit, that it never did in practice — The con- 
eluſion which he drew from this was, that they ought not in pru- 
dence to fetter the legiſlative diſcretion of the nation. It was his 
with, and muſt be the deſire of every one, to find out ſome univer- 
fal general tax; yet he did not heſitate to ſay, and he was ſure the 
Houſe would agree with him, that if a more general tax could not 
be found, there might be extremities in which it would be wiſe to 
lay an additional burden of one ſhilling equal tax upon all lands. 
He hoped the Houſe would reflec ſeriouſly before they received this 
clauſe. At the moment when the enemy declared that they ſtaked 
their exiſtence againſt ours, ſhould we heſitate to adopt whatever 
means were in our power? If he had not the good fortune to 
perſuade his honourable friend, he felt it his duty to oppoſe it. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY approved of the clauſe. He 
thought, that the landed gentlemen \ſhould not be at the mercy of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Taxes could not be laid upon 
commerce without affecting the land; but land might be taxed, 
and the monied intereſt not in the leaſt ſuffer. It was impoſſible 
to lay an equal land tax; for if we had the exact value of every 
acre, and taxed the whole in the ſame proportion—if we topk ten 
pound a year from the man of 1001. per annum, it was more than 
100l. from the man of 1000]. per annum; therefore it would be 


* 


unequal. He conſidered the queſtion differently from the honour- , 


able gentleman, who thought himſelf a gainer by purchaſing that 
at eighteen years purchaſe, for which he had an allowance of thirty; 
but he was convinced, that he would ſoon have another land tax of 
equal amount, and. he might purchaſe that at eighteen years pur- 
chaſe, and then he would pay thirty-ſix years purchaſe. The right 
honourable gentleman had avowed his intention of adding an addi- 
tional burden upon land, and he applauded him for his gd it 
was what he had all along ſuſpeRed. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT explained, that he had not ſaid his in- 


tentions were to propoſe a land tax, but that exigencies might ariſe 
| in which it would be neceſſary. 

Mr. BANK Es was againſt the clauſe. 

Mr. SHERIDAN conceived the meaſure to be ly imprac- 
ticable, but particularly objected that the money to purchaſe the 
A * 
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tax would be drawn from agricultural improvements. With re. 
ſpe& to the clauſe, the objection which he had to it was, that it 
could not effect its object; it could not tie up the hands of the Le. 
giſlature. But if he heard the clauſe right, it only went as far as 
property could be aſcertained, and therefore great part of the arꝑu- 
ment of the honourable gentleman did not apply. The honoura- 
ble gentleman had denied that there was now a greater probability 
of an additional land tax than before; but he thought, upon the 
face of the meaſure, it appeared that there would ſoon be a new land 
tax, for that ſeemed to him to be the only thing it was. defigned to 
produce. With regard to the fituation of the landed gentleman, 
which he had compared between the preſent and former times, he 
had forgot to examine the different ſituations of the country now 
and then; he had not taken into his conſideration all the additional 
burdens, though the rental had riſen two-thirds—there was alſo 
twenty millions of taxes added, of which the landed intereſt paid a 
great proportion. It was true, this might be a bonus to monied 
men, but to the landed gentlemen it muſt be a ſource of vexation, 
of oppreſſion, and injuſtice. There was another ſtrong objection: 
it was calculated by the Committee of Finance, than from thirty- 
five to forty years hence, there would be no taxes above what would 
be required for the annual ſervice of the nation; and if the ſinking 
fund would have that good effect, where was the juſtice of making 
the land tax perpetual? That ought to be taken off in preference 
to any others, as tobacco, ſpirits, &. The ſtrongeſt objection. 
however, which he had, was, the conſtitutional ground of the loſs of 
that check which Parliament preſerved by an annual vote; and hav- 
ing {aid this, he would not add a word more. 

Mr. BURTON ſaid, the (clauſe propoſed feemed to him to 
be founded in fairneſs and juſtice, and therefore he ſhould ſup- 
port it. 

Sir GREGORY PAGE TURNER ſpoke on the ſame fide. 

The Houſe divided: For the clauſe, 63; Againſt it, 123. 
Majory, 60. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT propoſed that the report ſhould be taken 
into farther conſideration to-morrow ; and 

Lord SHEFFIELD moved to amend the motion, by Cubſt- 
tuting the words „three months,” inſtead of * to-morrow. 

Upon which the Houſe divided: For the amendment, 49; 
Againſt it, 132. Majority, 83. = 
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Saturday, May 19. 


The Houſe went into a farther conſideration of the report upon 


the Land-tax and Salt Bill. 


Several additional clauſes were brought up by Mr. Solicitor 
General. a 


Upon the queſtion being put for reading the amendments to the 


body of the bill, 

Sir J. SINCLAIR complatned, that there was no > opportunity of 
diſcuſſing the bill as thus amended. 

Mr. Chancellor PI'TT thought it would be better to have all 
the amendments added, then have the bill printed, and there would 
be an opportunity of diſcuſſing every clauſe of the bill on the third 
reading. 

Lord SHEFFIELD agreed with Sir John Sinclair ; 8 moved, 
that the bill ſhould be reeommitted. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T objected to —_—_— as it could not anſwer 
the intention even of thoſe gentlemen themſelves if the bill was re- 
committed ; when new clauſes were added, and without the neceſſary 
enden in the body of the bill, the meaſure would be imper- 
fect. It would be more regular to let the whole be completed, by 
agreeing to the amendments, and diſcuſſing the whole upon the third 
reading. 

Lord SHEFFIELD then withdrew his motion, and the ſeveral 
amendments to the body of the bill were read and-agreed to. 

After the amendments had been adopted by the Houſe, 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved, that the bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engroſſed, and read a third time on Thurſday next, if 
then ready; and that a ſufficient number of copies of the bill be 


printed for the uſe of the Members ; all which were ordered ac- 
n | 


Monday, May 21. 


Mr. ABBOT brought up a Report from the Select Committee 
of Fivance. The report ſtated, that the Committee had proceeded 
to make inquiries into the ſalaries and fees of the officers in the 
Courts in Weſtminſter Hall; that the Curſitors of the Court of 
Chancery had, in an anſwer Rid with their common ſeal, ſtated, 
that they were not bound to make the diſcloſure called for; ; that 
one of the Aſſiſtant Curſitors had offered to give a full account to 


the Committee, as far as he was perſonally intereſted ; and that the * 


Prothonotaries of the Common Pleas had alſo declined anſw ering. 
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Mr. Abbot ſaid, it muſt be obvious to the Houſe, that this was a 
very important ſubject. The Committee, however, did not mean 


to aſk the opinion of the Houſe upon it at preſent ; 


bring it before them to-morrow. 


'The report was ordered to lie on the table. 


but he ſhould 


The reſolutions of the Committee of Ways and Means, reſpeR- 
ing the duties on imports and exports, were brought up and read ; 
they were 238 in number. 

Sir FRANCIS BARING renewed the objection he had before 
made to this meaſure, namely, that it was a reſtraint upon com- 
merce, which always flouriſhed the more, from being entirely free 


in its operations. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he was. ſurprized that this general 
objection ſhould come from the honourable Baronet, whoſe informa- 


tion in mercantile affairs was fo univerſally acknowledged. 


The 


honourable Baronet's opinion upon this ſubject was entirely dif- 


ferent from that of any other mercantile gentleman with whom he 
(Mr. Pitt) had conſulted... We was ready to admit, that on a ſubject 


of ſuch magnitude as the preſent, there might be a difference of 
opinion upon details ; but he could not conceive that there could be 


any upon its principle, viz. the propriety of veſſels failing with 
The point which would require the attention of the 
Houſe would be, whether this meaſure would not tend to the in- 


convoy. 


creaſe of trade by inereaſing its ſecurity, and that at aſmall compa- 


rative expence ? 
The bill was then ordered to be brought in. 
Alderman LUSHINGTON moved the order of the day, 


the farther conſideration of the report of the Ship-owners' Bill. 
Sir W. DOLBEN ſaid, there was another bill before the Houſe 


of very great importance, and which had been put off a number of 


times: the bill he alluded to was the Slave-carrying Bill; and he 


hoped the Houſe would give it the preference to the bill which the 


worthy Alderman had moved for. 
Alderman LUSHINGTON admitted, that the bill mentioned 


by the worthy Baronet was of great importance, but not of ſo much 
as this bill. 


The Houſe then diſcuſſed the clauſe reſpecting reſponſibility. 


A converſation took place between the MASTER OF THE 
ROLLS, Alderman LUSHINGTON, Mr. PERCIVAL, Lord 
HAWKESBURY, Alderman CURTIS, Mr. BRAGGE, Mr. 
JODDREL, and Mr. HAWKINS: BROWNE. 

Mr. RYDER moved an amendment, tending to take away the 
retroſpective effect of the clauſe ;\ which was negatived upon an 


for 
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amendment; the numbers being, Ayes, 24; Noes, 29, After 


men engroſſed. 

The order of the day was read for hearing Counſel _ the 
Slave-carrying Bill. 

Counſel was then called in, and Mr. Faw having proceeded 10 
way in his argument, i 

Colonel GASCOYNE moved, that the Counſel. ſhould with- 
draw, and afterwards, that the Houſe ſhould be counted, when there 
being but thirty-fix Members preſent, the Houſe adjourned. 


Tueſday, May 22. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, that the ſpecial report of the 
Committee of Finance ſhould be read. 

The report was then read, and two anſwers, one from the Cur- 
ſitors of the Court of Chancery, under their common ſeal, 


and 

: another from the Prothonotaries of the Court of Common Pleas, 
£ declining to anſwer to the Finance Committee, as they conceived it 
h was not within their juriſdiction, the whole of their emoluments 
5 ariling from fees paid by private individuals, and being no way 
: connected with public expenditure. 
. The order for appointing the Select Committee was then read, 

and afterwards the order for re-appointing them this ſeſſion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, from the orders which had been 
S read, he conceived the Houſe would have no difficulty in agreeing 
with him, that the Courts of Juſtice were. within the matters re- 
if ferred to the inquiry of the Finance Committee, even though ſome 
* of the officers within theſe Courts ſhould be freehold, and paid from 
* private fees. But as ſome of the officers had ſalaries paid from the 
"ol public purſe, though part aroſe from private fees, if any part of the 

ſalaries were paid from the public purſe, the whole was proper for 
_ public inveſtigation. It might be proper to inquire, whether by a 


fee-{und the falaries of ſome of the greater offices might not be in- 
creaſed, without any additional expence to the public. He had no 
heſitation f in ſaying, that the Judges were paid too little; and even 
if nothing of that ſort were done, he ſhould feel no heſitation in 
moving hereafter for an inereaſe of their ſalaries. He was con- 
vinced that no man in the country who had a regard to the manner 


this country, could ever object to the inereaſe of thoſe ſalaries which 


which the bill was ordered to be read a third time on Thurſday, if 
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for their rank. He was ſure that nothing ſo much would tend to 
create ſuſpicion in the public mind, as a refuſal to anſwer the inqui- 
ries of the Committee ; and he truſted there would be no diffent 
from his motion, that ** the Select Committee, who were em- 


powered to require anſwers from the Curſitors of the Court of 


Chancery, and the Prothonotaries of the Court of Common 
Pleas, ſhould require anſwers to the orders referred to in the ſaid 
Committee.“ 


The MASTER OF THE ROLLS ſaid, he did not riſe to 


give any opinion upon the ſubje& ; but he confeſſed, that when he 


firſt read the orders of the Houſe appointing the Committee, he did 
not think their juriſdiction extended into the amount of places 
which aroſe only from fees paid by individuals. 

Mr. WIGLEY and Mr. SIMEON both thought that it was 
not proper to . inquire into the amount of frechold offices, whoſe 
falaries did not ariſe from any expenditure of public money. 

Mr. BURTON faid, he was ſure that the gentlemen alluded 
to, when they made their return, did it from a conviction that the 
Committee had exceeded their powers ; but at the fame time he 
thought them wrong. With reſpe& to the Curfitors, if he un- 
derſtood right, their ſalaries aroſe from fees upon the writs which 
they made out, and conſequently was connected with public ex- 
penditure, being money taken from the ſuitor in a public court of 
juſtice. With reſpe& to himſelf, he and his colleague, the Chief 
Juſtice of Cheſter, had made a return, and all the Prothonotarics of 
their Court had done the ſame. He conecived that the inquiry 
was very proper, and he belicved it would be for public beneft : 
in moſ caſes the whole of the buſineſs was done by Deputy, 
and-the greateſt part of the emolument enjoyed by finecure place- 
men. 

Mr. SIMEON explained. 

Mr. ABBOT begged leave to ans the Houſe, that 3 in a long 
and laborious inveſtigation by the Committee of Finance, they had 
endeavoured not to exceed their powers ; and therefore they felt 
themſel ves called upon to make this ſpecial report to the Houſe, 
becauſe they could not otherwiſe ſatisfy their inſtructions given 
them by. the Houſe, It was now with the Houfe to vindicate 
their own dignity. BY 

The motion was then read and agreed to, and the report Sn 
to be en i into conſideration to-morrow ſe * 
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Mercurii, 27“ die Aprilis, 1796. 
THE COMMITTEE who were appointed to trke into 


conſideration an act, made in the thirteenth year of the 
reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, “ An act to ex- 
« plain, amend, and reduce into one act of Parliament, 


« the general laws new in being for regulating of Turn- 


«© pike Roads in that part of Great Britain called England, 
% and for other purpoſes;“ and alſo an act made in the 
fourteenth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, 
« An act tor explaining and altering an act, made in the 
« thirteenth year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, intituled, 
« An act to explain, amend, and reduce into one act of 
Parliament, the general laws now in being fur regulating 
« of Turnpike Roads in that part of Great Britain called 


« England, and for other purpoſes, ſo far as the fame re- 
5 7 , 


, © Jates to the payment of additional tolls at weighing 
« engines, and the number of horſes to be uſed in car- 
«c 
© tain exemptions with reſpect to weight and payment of 
« toll in particular caſes,” and to report the ſame, with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Houſe— Have, purſuant to 
the order of the Houſe, conſidered the ſaid acts, and have 
come to the following reſolutions : 


Reſolved, 


THAT it is the opinion of this Committee, That the traffic 
upon the roads in the neighbourhood of London is expoſed to con- 
ſiderable inconveniences hy the preſent limitation of weights. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
horſes uſed in the neighbourhood of the metropolis are capable of 
drawing greater weights thun are allowed by law. 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That carts, 


having the fellies of the wheels fix inches in breadth, and the tire 


pertz&tly flat and cylindrical, ſhould be allowed an additional 
weight of ten hundred to the reſpective weights now allowed in 
dummer and Winter, on paying an addition of fifty pounds per 
cen tu n upon the tolls now paid at the reſpective turnpike gates. 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That 


$2z2ons, having the fellies of the whecls fix. inches in breadth, 
Vor. VI. * B b 5 


riages drawn on turnpike roads, and for allowing cer- 
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and the tire perfectly flat and cylindrical, ſhould be allowed an 
additional weight of thirtcen hundred to the reſpective weight; 
now allowed in Summer and Winter, on paying an addition of 
fifty pounds per centum upon the tolls now paid at the reſpective 
turnpike gates. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That, as 
weighing engines are intended to prevent exceſſive weights, and not 
to increaſe the revenues of the turnpikes, the truſtees of roads 
ſhould be reſtrained from leaſing or otherwiſe letting the ſame. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
weighing engines ſhould be inſpected by and under the regulation 
of the inſpectors of weights and balances ; or of ſuch perſons as 
the Magiftrates of the country ſhall appoint. 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Committee, That the roads 
ſuffer materially from the conical ſhape of the fixteen-inch wheels, 
and from the projecting tire and the improper form of nine: inch 
wheels now in uſe. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
wheels of all waggons and carts, of the breadth of fix or nine 
inches, ſhould be perfectly flat and cylindrical. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
weights now allewed to waggons with lixteen- inch wheels are inju- 

rious to the roads. 

. Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That 


the regulations propoſed, with reſpect to the weights to be car- 


ried in carts and waggons, ſhould be limited to a diſtance within 
wenty-five miles of the metropolis ; and to continue for a limited - 
ime. 
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Lune, 7 die Maii, 1798. 
THE COMMITTEE, to whom the Report was re- 


committed, which was made from the Committee to 


whom the petition of Edward Sealy, of Bridgewater, in 


the county of Somerſet, merchant, was referred, and who 

were ordered to report their opinion to the Houſe upon the 

matter contained in the ſaid petition, have purſuant to the 

order of the Houſe, farther examined the matter of the faid 
petition ; and to prove the allegations thereof, 


THE patent granted to George Hawkes, of Long Fleet, in the 
county of Dorſet, tanner, bearing date the 2d day of June, 1795, 
for the term of fourtecn years from the date thereof, for the ſole uſe 
and benefit of his diſcovery or invention of tanning leather with 
elm bark, and alſo the ſpecification and deſcription thereof, and 
alſo the aſſignment thereof to the petitioner, were ſeverally produced 
and read ; and 

Mr. Joſeph Gutheridge being examined, ſaid, That prior to 
ſuch aſſignment, and in conſequence of an intercourſe between the 
petitioner and certain perſons of eminence in the tanning trade, 
numerous experiments were made, with the conſeat and under the 
direction of the petitioner, to enable them to determine with cer- 
tainty how far elm bark might prove a ſubſtitute for oak bark. 

Mr. Samuel Beddome then confirmed the above evidence of Mr, 
Gutheridge. . | 

Mr. James Warne being then examined, ſaid, That from the 
reſult of the ſaid experiments, the perſons who made them convened 
a general meeting of the tanners, ſubmitted parts of the leather fo 
fanned, with a particular account of the experiments, to their ex- 


amination, ſtated it to be their opinion, that the leather ſo tanned- 
- with elm bark was nearly equal in goodneſs to what was theretofore 


tanned with oak bark; and farther ſtated, that elm bark would 


| Prove a ſubſtitute for oak bark, aſſiſt the manufacturer, be the 


means of preſerving oak timber, and of increaſing the public re- 
venue : That the tanners aſſembled at the ſaid meeting were ſa- 
tisfted that the leather tanned with elm bark was firm, durable, and 


$009, and that great advantages would accrue to the public from the 
general uſe thercof. 5 


Mr. Samuel Purkis, Mr. Peter Duncan, Mr. Robert Wyatt, 


and Mr. Samuel Beddome, confirmed the foregoing evidence of 
Mr. Gutheridge. | 
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[Couuoxs. 


Mt. Gutheridge being then farther examined; he was aſked, 

Whether in the opinion he had given in favour of Mr. Sealy's 
diſcovery of the uſe of elm bark in tanning leather, he was guided by 
experiments he had made himſelf? he faid, Ihe experiments were 
conducted under the direction and ſuperintendance of Mr. Beddome 
and himſelf; in which experiments elm bark only was uſed, except 
that the tirſt woozes were prepared from oak bark, not from any 
doubt of the ſucceſs of elm bark in this reſpect, but for want of a 

ſufficient quantity. In addition to theſe experiments, they tanned 
between five and ſix hundred horſe hides wholly with elm bark, 
which hides were good and ſerviceable leather (a ſpecimen of which 
was produced to your Committee); but, convinced from former 
experiments of the advantages to be derived from the'uſe of elm 
bark, no particular account was kept of the weight of the hides, or 
the quantity of bark uſed. 

Being aſked, If he thought that the uſe of elm bark will he of 
Aan age in tanning? he ſaid, Elm Bark will be certainly ad- 
vantageous in tanning of leather, as it will help to ſupply the want of 
Oak bark, which is become ſcarce and dear; bot he docs not far, 
that the leather manufactured with elm bark will in everv reſpect 
be as good as that tanned with oak bark; bur it will be goo, du- 
Table, and marketable jeather ; and whack trom longer experience, 
Its nature and properties will be better Known, it is probable that 
the leather will be farther improved. 5 
Being atked, Is the weight of the leather, when tanned, a ſuf— 

ficient criterion of its goodneſs * he faid, The weight of, the fol: 
leather, when tanned, is, ca7eris paribus, a criterion of its ſolidity, 
and ſolidity is the firſt excellence of fole leather: with reſpec: 1 
calf ſkins, and all upper leather, it is an argument in its favour, 7 
not to be wholly relied on. : 

Being aſked,” If any leather tanned with elm bark has been made 
into boots or ſhoes, or other articles? The witneſs referred to Mr. 
Wyatt and Mr. Duncan; and Mr. Wyatt being preſent, produced 
ſome leather - tanned wich elm bark, which he thinks as good as 
leather wholly tanned with oak bark, and he ſhould not have known 
whether it was ſo or not. 

Mr. Duncan being alſo preſent, faid, That ſhoemakers have uſed 
Ir; and have declared that they thought it equal to that tanned with 
oak bark, and: ſhould not have known it had been tanned with elm 
bark if they had not been told of it. 

Mr. Richard Norcott, a maſter ſhoemaker, who does his on. 
work, was aſked, Whether he had worked-up uy of the leathe 
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tanned with elm bark ? He ſaid, Yes, he had made fix or; Sght you 
of ſoles of it. 

Being aſked, If it is nearly as good as that nnd wich ol bark? 
he ſaid, Les; the only fault he had' found with ſtoes, of which the 


ſoles were made of it, was, that the upper leathers, which were 


tanned with oak, wore awav before the ſoles. 

Being aſked, If he ſhould have known the difference? he laid, 
No, it worked full as well. by 

Mr. Joieph Graves, alſo a maſter ſhoemaker, who does his own 


work, was aſked, Whether he had worked-up any of the leather 


tanned with elm bark 5 he ſaid, He had ſoled and heeled ſhoes 


with it. 


Being aſked, If it is nearly as good as that tanned with oak bark? 
he faid, Equally good. 


Being aiked, If he thould have known the. difference ? he laid; 
Only by the colour. 

Then both tne laſt- mentioned witneſſes being ſhown a piece of 
ſole leather, ranned with elm bark, they were aſked, Whether it 
was as good as it tanned with oak bark? to which they ſaid, Ves; 
they ſould never with to work-up, better leather. 

Mr. Gutheridge then faid, That he has tried ſome of the leather 
tinned with elm bark in the wear, and thinks it nearly equal to any 
other leather; and that he having gone into his warehcule to ſearch 
for fome ikins hich had been tanned with elm bark, and which were 
mixed with {kins tanned with oak, he found it impraQicable to ſelect 
tem without the aſſiſtance of the workman, by whom they had 
been marked with a private mark. 

Mr. Gutheridge being farther examined, was aſked, Whether he 
conceived the uſe of elm bark will contribute either to lower the 
preſent price of tanned leather, or to prevent its riſing ? he ſaid, 
Should the uſe of elm bark become general, an additignal quantity 
of the raw material will be manufactured, which will probably tend 
to lower the price of leather; the trade can generally obtain a 


greater quantity of. the raw material than they can get bark to 


manufacture. 


— 


Being aſked, Whether the exportation of wks —— with 5 
bark might not hurt the reputation of the Engliſh leather in foreign 

markets? he ſaid, The leather tanned with elm bark will be fo 
nearly equal to the leather tanned with oak, that' he conceives no 
injury can arife therefrom. 10 


Being aſked, What uſe is now made of eim bark? te aid, No 


ule is non made of it. Das „Aar. 


r 


2 
wo 
13 
. 
pf 
1 


x 4 
j- Kg 
1 ! be 
+ 2 
b F v3, 
a3 l 
7 1 
9 
* 15 * 
5 ! 
R LT 
. = 
4 3 
3 
1 1 
: if \ 
— + 
1:44 
I * 
1 
. 4 
N J 
1 "Wh 
"> 
: l 
=» 
8 2 
2 
* . 
4 
& 
7. 
* of 
* 
{ T. \ 
+4 
rf ©. 
J : 
1. 
* 
N 
1 
1 
Pp P 
4 . 
| 1 
, 
; 


1 


E 


* 


8 ET 


«I er TA. 9 


err 
WR” 2, Wc 
5 72 n 
2 your 5 
Hy Bs. n 


. as — — * — 3 5 . 
4 e « of —— f _— —— — — e —— 0 * 

. * 3 2 + 8,92 8 n : Tn | 1 8 , * a - mY 
r FEY Rog on AY Cf T4 — 7 ⅛˙·àà . 
7 2 MEATS K = = Ig LD 11%, diggs 23506 r K — 5 -» a. e — . 

£ - = : 4 = by 


2%, ws G 
e 


3 


. 
a * . ** 
* . * ol . 
2 


0 WG xn 
* K* 


Sap. 


—_—— * 


bn a my 


©. or 
my oe es > 


EE IEICE CSIR x 
* 
3 2 


— — 4 5 - * — = e 
1 8 = e e e ä 
r 4©: 1, wndy hore 397 De ere PS * W 
„ G . — TT Tt NR. 1 9 
. - : Ta. . 
. 
. 


* 


15 
1 

5 
* 
*= * 


N * "Jew ©, > 
diam” wn a 4 WITS 
ST 15 Ka 


s —. Pub 
. CN 
ä 


190 PARLIAMENTARY 


{ CoMmoxy, 


Being aſked, What has been the average price of oak bark for 

fix years paſt? he ſaid, About 151. 10s. a load of hatch, or two 
tons and a quarter in weight, delivered in London. 
Being aſked, What price he paid for the elm bark uſed in theſe 
experiments? he ſaid, Part of the bark uſed in theſe experiments 
was ſent for the purpoſe from Bridgewater, in Somerſetſhire, by Mr, 
Sealy, the patentee, and the remainder was procured at eight guineas 
a load; but its price in future will depend on the demand, and on 
local aalen and circumſtances. 

Being aſked, If he made ute of ſalt in tanning with oak bark, 
and if fo, in what proportion? he ſaid, Salt is not uſed in tanning 
with oak bark. 

Being atk, Whether he made uſe of falt in the experiments with 
elm bark, and if fo, in what proportion? he ſaid, All the experi- 
ments were made by the direction of Mr. Sealy, the proprietor of 
the patent for tanning with elm bark; two pounds were uſed for 
every hundred weight of thin leather, and four pounds for fole 
leather, and in one of the experiments with elm bark, no falt 
was uſed. 

What quantity of bark is uſed in tanning in England, on an 
average, annually ? he ſaid, That is eſtimated from the quantity 
of leather tanned ; he imagines it to be about 70,000 tons an- 


. nually. 


Being aſked, What quantity of elm bark does he imagine might 
be procured ?. he ſaid, When the value of elm bark becomes gene- 
rally known, andthe uſe of it authorized by a repcal of the elauſe in 
the act of the firit of King James the Firſt, it is probable that elm 


timber will in future be cut down at the ſpring of the year, when the 


bark may be ſtripped : it-is difficult to ſay what quantity may be 
procured ; but as in many counties of England, elm timber is 
much more abundant than the oak, it will doubtleſs furniſh a very 


conſiderable ſupply. It has been ſuggeſted, that ſtripping the bark 


from elm may be prejudicial to the timber, but he has reaſon to be- 


lieve that this opinion is ill founded, or at leaſt can only apply to 
the. ſmaller kind of timber, which 1 is uſed for boring for ee and 


pipes for water a orks. | 
Being aſked, ' What quantity of leather may be hacked with a 


ton of oak bark, what quantity with a ton of elm bark, and what 
quantity wich a mixture of both ? he ſaid, A ton of oak bark will 
tan from four to five hundred weight of leather, according to the 
quality of the bark and the ſpecies of leather; and by an experiment 
made with about two thirds of elm bark, it appear chat à ton of 


— 
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elm bark will produce nearly the ſame weight of leather, and, how- 
| ever mixed, the reſult will be proportionate. | 

Being aſked, What proportion does the value of bark, according 

to the preſent price, bear to the whole expence of manufacturing 
leather? he ſaid, According to the preſent price, the value of the 
bark uſed in tanning of leather in general is about ſix tenths of the 
whole expence of manufacturing. | | 
Being aſked, If bark could be had in greater abundance, could 
there be procured, and would there be tanned a greater number of 
hides and ſkins ? he ſaid, Unqueſtionably a greater quantity of the 
raw material would be imported and tanned. ' 
Being aſked, Whether a greater importation of raw hides and 
ſkins would tend to lower the price of leather? he ſaid, As it 
would increaſe the ſupply without increaſing the demand, it is rea- 
ſonable to conclude that the price would thereby be reduced. 

Being aſked, Whether the general uſe of elm bark will not be- 
nefit the leather manufacture in Ireland? he ſaid, The uſe of elm 
bark in this country will, independent of the quantity which Ire- 
land itſelf may afford, inſure a greater ſupply both of oak and elm 
bark for the Iriſh market, to which a conſiderable quantity of our 
bark is annually exported, duty feee, and of courſe the tanners in 
Ireland will partake of the ſame advantages as the tanners in 
England. | 

Being aſked, Whether there is any quantity or ſtore of oak bark 
at preſent in the kingdom, more than at any former period * he faid, 
The great demands for oak timber for the uſe of the navy, during 
the laſt three or four years, and the exportation of bark to the North 
of Ireland having laſt year materially decreafed, owing to the diſ- 
turbances in that part of the country, have occaſioned the quantity 
of bark now on hand to be more conſiderable than it was a few years- 
ago, when bark could ſcarcely be procured at any price ; yet it 
bears no proportion to the quantity formerly kept in ſtore by the tim- 
der merchant and the manufacturer; and as the fall of timber this 
year is expected to be rather inconſiderable, the ſtock of bark now 
on hand, together with the new ſupply, will, it is feared, be inade- 
quate to the demand of the manufacture. : "ITY 

Being aſked, Whether he has tried other things beſides elm 
| dark? he ſaid, He has tried various articles that might be uſed] but 

found nothing equal to elm bark. | 2h 

Being aſked, Whether any experiments have been made upon 
the leather tanned. with elm bark, in the common purpoſes of har- 
vels, ſaddles, or in genera} wear? he ſaid; No leather has been 
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manufactured for the purpoſe of harneſs, ms experiments have all 
been ſole and upper leather. 

Mr. Beddome, Mr. Warne, and Mr. Purkis, confirmed the 
above evidence of Mr. Gutheridge ; 

And Ar. Duncan farther faid, that he is ready fo give the ſame 
price for leather tanned with elm bark as with oak bark. 

Mr. Gutheridge being farther examined, was aſked, Whether 
the tanning trade in general will have any reaſon to be difſatisged 
with the eſtabliſhment of Mr. Hawkes's patent? he ſaid, If Par. 
liament had thought fit to give the patentee a remuneration for in- 
troducing the uſe of elm bark, it appeared to him that this would 
have been the moſt cligible mode of compenſation, as the uſe of the 
article will, in his judgement, prove of national adv antage, hoth az 
if reſpects the revenue and the public, Speaking for hin: elf, and 


for other manufacturers, perhaps they might 8 juſtified in ſaving, 


« Give us a benefit, and take nothing for it ;* but, on the ground 
of equity, they think that no manufacturer, who is inclined to uſe 
the article, ought to object to paying to the patentee a ſmall com- 
penſation for a licence. : 

Being aſked, What ſecurity is there that the patentee will 
grant ſuch a licence for a moderate compenſation * he ſaid, The 
beſt of all ſecurities, the intereſt of the patentee, which would lead 
him to grant a licence for a ſmall ſum, in order to induce a more 
general uſe of the article. 

Being aſked, If the patentee were obliged to grant a licence for 
a ſum not leſs than one guinea, nor more Aan ten guineas annually, 
would the ſecurity then be more complete and ſatisfactory to the 
trade ? he ſaid, He apprehended it would. 

Being aſked, If he thought that will afford a proſpect for a fair 
remuneration to the patentee? he ſaid, This will depend on the 
judgement the public will form of it. 

Mr. Beddome, Mir. Warne, and Mr. Purkis confirmed the above 
evidence of Mr. Gutheridge. 

Mr. Sealy, the petitioner and patentee, was then aſked, for what 
ſum he ſhould be willing to grant annual licences? he ſaid, He 
ſhould be willing to grant licences at from one guinea to ten guineas 
for each licence ; but he begged leave to obſerve, that three years of 
the term of the patent is now expired, and he has not as yet reaped 
any advantage therefrom ; and that, ſhould it hereafter appear that 
the advantages arifing to the public ſhould be of great importance, 


and that the benefits derived to the patentee ſhould not amount toa 


reaſonable remuneration, he humbly hopes that the circumſtances of 


his then ſituation will be favourably conſidered. 


Nov, 


Vo; 


1797. 
pt. 25th. To bills of "POE drawn by Val. Jones, 


* 
pen the 5 your Committee have come to the following 
reſolutions ; (that is to ſay) 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That good, 
durable, and firm leather may be made, if tanned with elm bark 
only. 5 | 
Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That 
the legalizing of the. uſe of elm bark will be of great national 
benefit. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That Mr. 
Sealy, who is now intereſted in the ſaid patent, is deſerving of a 
confirmation of his rights under the ſame, 
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An ACCOUNT of Extraordinary Expences of the ARMY, in- 
curred and paid by the Right Honourable the Paymaſter General 
of His Majeſty's Forces, in the Year ending the 24th of De- 
cember 1797, and not provided for by Parliament. | 


Dates of 


Payments. 


Q3A—ö—ä. p — — — 


commiſſary-general in the Leeward 
Iſlands, for public ſervices — 234.913 9 6 
To ditto, drawn by Earl Belcarres, go- 
vernor of Jamaica, for ditto ſervice 23,634 
Nov. 14th, To ditto, drawn by John Wiggleſworth, 
commiſſary- general at St. Domingo, for 
ditto ſervice — 220,000 © © 
To ditto, drawn by W. A Otway, captain | 
in the navy, for ditto ſervice — 651oo © o 
To bills of exchange, drawn by H. Roſs, for | 
the extraordinary expences of the forces at 
the Cape of Good Hope 
To caſh paid by Mr, Brymer, acting deputy- 
pay maſter in Nova Scotia, for the extraor- 
dinary expences of the army in that pro- 
vince, for one quarter, to | 
_ 24th of December 455 
1796 — 12,720 14 11 
To dino, paid by ditto, for 
ditto, to 24th March 1797 11,232 3 4 
To ditto, paid by ditto, for 
ditto, to 24th June 1797 11,042 10 5 
To ditto, paid by ditto, for | 
ditto, to 24th kl 1797. 21, 2060 | p 2 
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Dates of 


Payments. 


* 1 


1797. | 
Nov. 14th; To cafh paid by Mr. Winſlow, C. „. d. 


PARLIAMENTARY Commons, 


acting deputy-paymaſter in | Sept 
Canada, for the extraordi- 
nary expences of the army in 
that province, for one quar- 
ter, to 24th June 1796 
To ditto, paid by ditto, for 
_ ditto, to 24th Sept. 1796 
To ditto, paid by ditto, for 
ditto, to 2gth- Dec. 1796 
To ditto, paid by ditto, for 
ditto, to 24th March 1797 22,413 19 5 


31,909 10 1 
30,688 18 8 


40,853 7 11 


To ditto, paid by ditto, for 


Decem. «th, To Meſſrs. J. and F. Baring, 


22d. 


Sept. 11th, 


Auguſt 26th. To William Merry, Eſq. for 


ditto, to 24th June 1797 22,927 8 3 K. 


— 14,793 4 4 


on account of bills drawn by 
Sir Adam Williamſon from 
St. Domingo | — — 
To intereſt paid by the Bank 
to the holders of ſundry bills 
of exchange, from the period 
of their reſpectively becom- 
ing due, until they were paid 6,380 1 10 


737 73 0 


— — 7,137 16 1g 
To Baron Barkhaus, on account of the treaty Oftob 


with the Landgrave of Heſſe Darmſtadt 120,000 © © 


His Majeſty's proportion of 
1,6313 chaldrons of coals 
fent to Gibraltar — 
To ditto, for additional duty, 
freight, and inſurance on 
ditto coals 
To ditto, for His Majeſty's 
proportion of 1,5664 chal- 
dron of coals ſent to Gi- 
braltat — — 


1,649 2 0 


2.904 7 4 


2,428 1 6 
— 6,981 10 19 


To Captain R. Barton, of the 
Lapwing, for expences in 
conveying certain officers of 
dragoons to America | 

To Captain William Yong, of 

the navy, for expences in 

rings diſpatches from 

Corkca _ — — 49 © © 

To- Major-general Powell, for 
the balance of his account of 

bills drawn and money en. 


Nov, 1f 


JiIt 
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Dates of 
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1797. pended for public ſervices 
| Ys an Canada er 2 
Sept. 1zth. To Meſſrs. Cox and Green» 
e wood, for expences of ſundrty 
officers ordered from New 
Rrunſwick to Halifax, on a 
general court martial 
To Captain H. Hadfield, of 
87th regiment of foot, to re- 
imburſe a loſs ſuſtained by 
exchange on money procured 
for the ſaid corps while at 
Bergem op Zoom — 
To Colonel W. A. Villettes, 
for expences of his journey 
by land to Toulon, with 
diſpatches — — 
To Colonel John Moore, for 
expences of his ditto, from 
Corſica to England 
15th, To Major Powlett, for bringing 
diſpatches from the Cape of 
. Good Hope — 
16th. To Captain N. Macleod, of the 
5th regiment of foot, for 
2 diſpatches from ditto 
Odober 14th, To Meſs. Elliot, Adam, and 
__ Whally, for the paſſage. &e, 
of officers and invalids from 
Martinique, in . 1795, 
under the command of Cap- 
tain Godfrey = 
16th. To A. Neile, Eſq. late ord- 
nance ſtorekeeper in Weſt 
Florida, for the repairs of a 
fort called The Natchez, in 


I — — — 
3iſt. To Aeon R. C, 
| Ferguſon, to reimburſe his 
travelling expences from 
Crookhaven to London, 
with diſpatches from the 


Cape of He _ 
Nov, iſt, To W. Mitford, TA on ac- 
count of ſeveral ſoldiers of 
the gth regiment, for work 
done at St. Lucia — 
Jith, To J. Mayor, Eſq. for ſtation- 
ary ſent out for the uſe of 
the military departments in 
Canada — 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


1797. | | 
December sth. To John Stanley, Eſq. for 


-ſundry expences incurred 


during the time he acted as 
commander in chief of the 


Leeward Iſlands 


To Meſſrs. Wilſon and Dick- 


enſon, for the expences of 
their p_— from Nova 
Scotia to Falmouth, after 
diſembarking the Charaibs 


th. To Joſiah Dornford, Eſq. com- 


miſſary of accounts of the 
forces in theLeeward Iſlands, 
for the contingencies of his 
office _ — — 


Sth. To 2 Irving, for 


expences he incurred whilſt 
commander in chief in the 
Leeward Iſlands 


gth— To Sir James Wallace, for ex- 


pences incurred by him at 
the time of Richery's inveſt- 
ment of Newfoundland 


To Lieutenant- colonel Hand- 


field, for the balance of his 
account as deputy quarter- 
maſter- general in Nova Sco- 
tia, from 25th; December 


217786 to giſt December 1783 
15th, To Lieutenant- general Cuyler, 


to provide himſelf with an 
equipage as general and com- 
mander in chief in the Weſt 
Indies — 


To Lieutenant-colonel Wil- 
- ham Stewart, for expences 


on his ge from Gibraltar 
with diſpatches, by order of 


 Lieytenant-genieral O'Hara 
To the Reverend Thomas 


Tringham, chaplain. to the 
arriſon at the Cape of 
Good Hope, in. aid of the 
expence of his paſſage 


[CoMmonxs, 


2590 4 4 


133 6 © 


500 ® © 


88 14 I 
I,COO 0 Q 


104 It Q 


330 


thereto = — 
{4 % 


72594 * t 


LF ©Y 


„ DEBATES. 


Dates of 
Pay ments. 
— — — 


1 . 

2 sth. To James Lawrie, Eſq. for half 
324 a year's allowance, to 21ſt 
June 1790, as late ſuperin- 
tendant, &c. of the Moſqui- 

to ſhore — — 
To ditto, for half a year's ditto, 
to ziſt December 1796, as 

ditto — — 
October 17th. To Lieutenant- general Rob. 
| Preſcott, tor 124 days allow- 
ance whilſt he exerciſed the 
temporary command of the 


27th July 1794 1 
To ditto, for 136 days allow- 
ance whilſt he exerciſed 
ditto at Guadaloupe, to 1oth 
December 1794 — 
December 4th. To A. M. Browne, for 342 
| days allowance as late bar- 
rack-maſter at St. Vincent's, 
to 5th July 1797 | 
To ditto, for 143 days allow- 


| vember 1797 
5th, To Robert Whitfield, for 100 
| days pay as {urgeon to the 
forces, to 24jh Dec. 1795 
y To ditto, for 366 days allow- 
ance as ditto, to 24th De- 
cember 1796 
sth. To Lord Dorcheſter, for 73 
days pay as commander in 
chief in North America, 
with four aides de camp, to 

19th September 1796 
To Lieutenant- general D. Dun- 
das, for 53 days pay as 
quarter-malter-general, to 


To ditto, for $3 days addi- 
tional pay as ditto — 
To Edward Blakeney, Eſq. for 
one year's allowance, to 3ift 
December 1796, for his ſer- 
vices in Minorca, and during 
the late war in Germany 
13th, To ſundry perſons, for their 
pay as hoſpital officers in 


iſland of Martinique; to 


ance as diito, to 25th No- 


259 © 


3 


102 12 


1 


$29 16 


24th December 1795 — 50 4 


100 8 


366 © 


the year 1795 — 39 19 9 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


Dates of 
Payments. 


— 


a, 


"7 th. To ſundry — for their 
pay as hoſpital officers i in the 
year 1796 — 

To Charles Griffith, for 366 
days pay as ſurgeon to the 
forces, to the 24th of De- 
cember 1798 — — 


12th, To Sir WHkam Fawcett, K. B. 

for 183 days additional pay 

as adjutant-general, to ann, co 
December 1796 


To Captain Joks Philips, for. 


6 days pay as provoſt- 
Teal to the forces lately 
ſerving on the Continent, to 
24th June 1796 — 

To Colonel P. Sinclair, for 
813 days pay as command- 
ant of Michilimachinac, to 


* September 1782 


Wood, for 366 days pay 


* purveyor to the forces on 
the Continent, to 24th De. 
cember 1796 — 
Sch. To Major-general Garth, ſor 
61 days pay as a major- ge- 
neral, with one aid de camp, 
to 24th December 1793 
To Captain Charles Ker, for 
308 days pay as baggage- 
maſter to the forces on the 
Continent, to 24th Decem- 
ber 1794 
To General Morriſon, 9 05 130 
days additional pay, as quar- 
ter-maſter-general, to 2d 
May 1796 — — 
Jo ditto, for $3 days Pays 23 
ditto, to 24th June 1796 
To Major R. K. Skinner, for 
439 days pay as major of 


brigade, to N e 5 


1794 
To zjor-general A. J. Drom- 
mond, for 366 days pay, as 
a major-general, with one 
aid de cap to — of De- 


ber 1796 2  _ 


145 17 6 


os on + 


{ CoMMoxg, 


30 4 


293 13 7 


866 15 Q 


NS. 


Dates of 
Pay ments. 


—— — — 


1797. : 
7 5th. To Captain A. Lorain, for g1 


days pay, as a major of bri- 


gade in the Weſt Indies, to 


24th of December 1794 

To ſundry perſons, for half pay 
for their ſervices on the 
rivers and lakes in Canada, 

to various periods — 
18th. To Sir L. Pepys, for 366 days 
additional pay*as phy ſician- 
general, to 24th December 
ZN 9 


4 6 
1 
260 9 „ 


173 7 O 4 5. 4. 


Dec. 6th To William Fetters, for ſup- 
plying bread, forage, wood, 
and ſtraw, to the forces en- 
camped, in 1797, in North 
Britain 

To ditto, for an indemnifica- 
tion for his loſs on account 
of his contra, by the very 
high price of grain in 1795 

th. To Meſſrs. Adams and Well- 
ford, for an indemnification 
for their loſſes on account of 
their contract, by ditto in 


. ditto year, in part of a war- 


rant for 10,008]. — 
8th. To ditto, for an indemnifica- 

tion for their loſſes in conſe- 

quence of the regulations of 


25th May laſt, by which no 


farther deliveries of ammu- 
nition bread were to be 
made, by their ſtock in hand, 
and the expences incurred in 
providing fuel and utenſils, 
and building ovens 


October 14th, To Meſſrs. Adams and 
Welsford, for ſupplies of 
bread delivered to the troops 
at Poole, &c. — 

To William Fetters, for ſup- 
plying bread, forage, wood, 
and ſtraw, to the forces en- 
camped, in 1797, in North 
A 


— — 


4,000 © o 
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m_ 


1,500 © 0 * 


530 0 0 


5,00 © © 


1,435 © © 


5.329 1 
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ws | PARLIAMENTARY [Counoxs, 


| Dates of 
Payments. 


— — 


1797. 

W r 8th. To Field-marſhal Hodſon, C. s. 
for baggage horſes for er- P 
tain officers of the, 1th. re- 
giment of dragoans,. who * 
took the field in 179 19 311199 0 

To Lord Porcheſter, for bat 5 
horſes for two troops of the 
1 5th ditto, ordered on foreign 
ſervice in 17944 — 151 


15th. To Sir James Steuart, for bag- 
gage horſes for the-r2th re- 
giment of dragoons, ordered 
on ditto —— 80 
To Major- general Belfour, for 
200 days forage money, for 
the year 1795, to certain 
officers of 39th regiment of 
foot, who were taken pri- 
ſoners at Guadaloupe 
To the Earl of Eglintoune, for 
forage money for the Weſt 
Lowland regiment of Fenci- 
bles, having taken the field 
in 1795 fy 
'To Lord Charles Spencer, for | 
ditto for the Oxford: militia, 7 5 1 
having been ordered to take | 
the field _ — - — 


16th. To Licutenant- — 
for 200 days forage money, 
as a major- general, with one 
aid de camp, having em- g 
barked for Gibralza i In 1798 133 6 o 


— 50 , en 
To the United Company of Mer- | 
chants trading to the E. Indies 
for the expences incurred in 
the purchaſe of proviſions, 
ſtores, c. for 9 
againſt the Cape of Good Th 
Hope, and other places 4 * 145 1. Tr 
To ditto, for the expence ; and 
loſs ineurred by them in tbe  , ,. +. saoben 
purchaſe of rice and wheat. | 
imported in 1795. in order | 
to afford relief in the then Ae 
exiſting ſcarcity n 18714. 6 6.,0, „ Occem 
353.990 * 
: Yo 


"- 
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13 


15th, 


Septeraber 6th. To ſundry perſons, to make 


Dates of 
Payments. 
8 


55 sth. To R. B. Henderſon, on . . 4. 


Vor, VI. 


account of his extra expences 
for oatmeal, &c. furniſhed 
to the ſeveral garriſons in 
North Britain, from iſt July 
1792 to 31it December 1794 


To ditto, late contractor for 


ſupplying the garriſons in 
ditto, as a compenſation for 
his loſs on account of the 
high price of oatmeal iſſued 
to the troops, between 1ſt 
January 1795 and zoth 
April 1796 — — 


To the reſentatives of Sir 


George Howard, for cloath- 
ing and accoutrements for 
the Jerſey militia 


To Meſſrs, Pearſe, for one hun- 


dred ſuits of ſlop cloathing 


To ditto, for ous cloath- 


ing furmſhed by them for 


the proviſional cavalry and 
the ſupplementary militia 
To Licutenant-colonel Groſe, 


for the loſs ſuſtained by him 
in having purchaſed cloath- 
ing and accoutrements for 
an augmentation to the New 
South Wales corps of foot, 
which was afterwards coun- 
termaaded 


DEBATES. 


— —_— 6 


886 16 2 


5 ** fo d. 
2,817 15 4 


11,555 12 8 


143 14 © 


136 10 © 


366 13 8 


good the deficiencies on the 
aſſignments of ſeveral corps 
of infantry diſcontinued on 
the eſtabliſhment _ 


13th, To ſundry ditto, to make good 


ditto on ditto of ſundry re- 
giments of foot diſcontinued 
on ditto 


Odober 19th. To Mr. G. Pindar, to make 


your ditto on ditto of ſun- 
ry battalions of foot dil- 
continued on ditto 


December gth, To ſundry perſons, to make 
good ditto on ditto of the 
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. 202 PARLIAMENTARY [Counoxs, 
Dates of | ö 
Payments. : 

i. 7 


111th and 113th regiments FL. s, 4. 

of foot diſcontinued on the 5 

eſtabliſhment — — 3575 7 10 
Dec. 15th. To ſundry perſons, to make 
good the deficiencies on the 

ſeveral corps diſcontinued 

on the eſtabliſhment 11,016 19 3 * 


31,433 6 
— — 
Auguſt z iſt. To James Window, on account, 

to enable bim to pay con- 

ingent diſburſements for 

"I hoipitals, cc. — 3,000 
October 13th. To ditto, for ditto ſervice 2,000 


December 2d. To ditto, for ditto ſervice 5,000 
z0th. Io ditto, for ditto ſervice _ 2,000, 


Ho 0 v 
69 © © 


| — 12,009 0 0 
Sept. 7th. To Lieutenant-general Powell, 
for knapſacks for an aug- 
mentation to the 15th regi- tf 
ment of foot — 122 10 0 
To the repreſentatives of Gene- | 
ral Elphinſtone, for ditto - c 
for a ditto to the 53d ditto - 74 13 © 
To Lieutenant- general Totten- f 
ham, for ditto for a ditto to 
the 55th ditto. 


; | $4 17 © 
To Licutenant-general Powell, 8 
for ditto for a ditto to the 
6gth ditto p71 28S - 0 
To Lieutenant-colonel A. 5 
M' Kenzie, for ditto for 2d 
battalion of 58th ditto 5 $ 0 
To Major- general Bernard, for | 
ditto for the augmentation / 
to the 8;th regiment of | 
- foot 26 4 0 


To ditto, for ditto for the 2d | 
battalion of ditto reg;iment 389 0 6 
To Colonel G. Nugent, for 
ditto for anqmeatarion to 
the 85th regiment ot foot 66 12 © 
To Lieutenant-colonel Bulwer, 
for ditto tor the 1<6th ditto 389 o 6 
To Colonel Hay, for ditto for | 
the roth regiment of foot 235 1 © | 
To Colonel Douglas, for ditto - - | N 
fot the Anguſhire fencibles 224 18 6 | 


- 


4. 0 


14 


Vecembe 

6th 
13th 
14th 


6th 


$t] 


DEBATES. 203 


Dates of 


Pay ments. 


I . 155 
Leo v. To Sir B. Dunbar, for knap- FL. 5s. 4. g 
ſacks for the Caithneſs legion 1 
of Fencibles — — 224 18 6 0 
To Captain C. M'Kenzie, for 5 
ditto for the Roſsſhire ditto 45 19 6 Ty 
To Colonel Leith, for ditto for 4A 
1. the Aberdeen Higland ditto 227 11 0 - = 
6 7 To Colonel Keppel, tor ditto. | 
— for the 3d Weſt⸗ India regi- 
ment 364 14 6 
14th, To Colonel Durham, for ditto | \ 


for the Fifeſhire fencibles 3085 8 
To Colonel Montgomerie, for ä N 

dicto for the royal Glaſgow 

regiment of foot — 224- 11 
To Colonel John Lewes, for 

ditto for the 7th Weſt-India 


: regiment » — 364 1 © 
To Major A. Paget, for ditto = 
for an augmentation to the Ret. A 
Angleſea militia — 31 2 


To Colonel F. H. Mackenzie, 
for knapſacks for an augmen- 
tation to 78th regiment of | 
foot — ; 66 12 © 
To Lieutenant-colonel Ferrier, | 
for ditto for the battalion of 
Scotch brigade late under 
his command - 
December 4th. To Sir John Sinclair, for 
ditto for the Rothſay and 
| Caithneſs fencibles — 229 13. © 
6th. To the Earl of Belcarres, for 
ditto, for the augmentation ; 145 
to 63d regiment of foot — 115 18 © bl 
13th, To Lord George Lennox, for | 5.3 
ditto for the ditto to 25th 
ditto — 88 
1th. To Colonel R. Anſtruther, for | 
ditto for the Loyal Tay fen- 
cibles | : 
16th. To the repreſentatives of bri- 
gadier-general Howe, for 
ditto for the gth Weſt-India 


2246-185. =: . 


224 18 6 


' regiment 358 3:6 . „ 4 
— — 5.379 16 6 
8h, To Lieutenant -general Smit. tel 

to replace accoutrements of 

the 53d regiment of foot, loſt 


on ſerviſee--ñ 798 16 9 
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204 PARLIAMENTARY 
Dates of G 
Payments. 


December sth. To Sir D. Lindſay, to replace 
accoutrements of gqth regi⸗ 
ment of foot, loſt on ſervice 

14th. To General T. Clarke, to re- 


place ditto of zorh ditto, | loſt | 


on ditto 


4 


2. . 4. 
698 6 10 


— 
rr, 


7 9 3 


To Lieutenant William wal. e 


ſon, of 22d regiment of foot, 
for the loſs o baggage and 
camp equĩpagt on his paſ- 
ſage to join his regiment in 
the Weſt Indies | 


. TO Major R. Forſter, of ditto 


regiment, for loffes he | ſur: 


tained when taken by the 


enemy at Guadaloupe — 


7 
91 *{ as , 
7118 
» 3 f 3 
$ 


8 
3» 
8 


17 
a © 


BY 


35/15 o 4. 


Pe IO OY WS un, _— 


[Commons, 


September 1ſt. To Captain H. Darfitite of 


68th regiment of foot, for 


the loſs of his baggage when 
taken by the enemy on his 


paſſage to join the ſaid ml | 


ment 
_ 14th. To Marquis Townſhend, OY 
loſſes ſuſtained by ſundry 


officersof the zd regiment of 
dragoon guards \ on the Con- 


tinent 
To Lieutenant - colonel Beau- 


mont, of 2 iſt regiment of 10 


dragoons, to replace the 
value of a firſt charger of 
Lieutenant David Williams, 
ſhot for the glanders — 


To the Duke of Vork, for 


loſſes ſuſtained by ſundry 
officers of 2d re Aeon of 
_ foot guards 5 the nine 
| T6 Lieutenant-general White, 
for loſſes ſuſtained by ſun- 


I officers of the 24th re- 


ent of ſoot, when taken 


y the enemy on their pal. | 


2 to Canada 184 4 0 


To ajor-general Holſe, for 
ditto ſuſtained by two officers 


of the 56th regiment of foot. 


when taken by the enemy on 
their paſſage from Marti. 
nique to St, Domingo 


1706 14 


294. 


31 


Oct 


No; 


JS. 


Dates of 
Pay ment 3, 


I . 
3 4th. To Colonel J. Amherſt, of 


from the Weſt Indies — 
41K regiment. of foot, for. 


by the enemy at Cape Tibu- 
oon — — 
To Captain L. Toole, of the 
45th regiment, for loſs of 
baggage, and part of his 


. 4 
3 1 


To Quarter-maſter Glynn, of 
the 12th regiment of dra- 
goons, to replace the value of 

To Captain J. N. Smyth, of the 
gth rggiment of foot, for 
loſſes he ſuſtained when 
taken by the enemy at Ber- 
ville Camp, in Fer 


of 56th regiment of foot, 


Somerſet Fencible. . 
to replace the value of a 


cond charger, ſhot for the 


glanders 


To _—_ Johnſton, Grant, p 


10th regiment of foot, for 5 
loſſes he ſuſtained on board 
the Convert frigate, which 
was wrecked on her paſſage 
To Captain G. Otway, of the 


ditto he ſuſtained when taken 


camp equipage, in the Weſt. 
ies — 


To Lieutenant William Miller, 


for ditto at digg 
To Captain G. Wade, of the 


DEBATES. 


is horſe, ſhot for the glanders 5 10 0 


h regiment of foot, in 


of 1 5 
e as a of his having 


twice loſt the whole of his 


baggage on his paſſage to 
An 1 the Weſt Indies 


October 16th. To Lieutenant William Karſt, 
| of the r5th regiment. of foot, 


for loſſes ſuſtained, when 
taken by the enemy at Ber- 
ville Camp, Guadaloupe 9 


5 5 7 


31ſt. To Lieutenant Henry; Dixon. e e 


of 55th ditto, for ditto when 
taken by ditto at ditto 
Nov. 1th. To Major General Grabam, 


for loſs of baggage and camp 
equipage of ſundry officers 


\ 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


Dates of 
Pay ments, 


1797. of 5th Weſt-India regiment FL. 5. 4. 
| when taken by the enemy 145 13 © 
December 5th. To Lord G. H. Lennox, for 
| loſs of baggage ſuſtamed by 
ſundry officers of 25th regi- 
ment of foot when taken by 
the enemy — 
To Captain John Bayley, of 
the : 3th regiment of foot, 
for lofles ſuſtained when 
taken by the enemy at Cape 
Tiburoon + | | 
To Sir &. Oſborne, for loſſes 
of Lieut. Charles Weaver, 
of the 4oth regiment of foot, 
when taken by the enemy on 
his paſſage from Demerary 
. To ditto, for ditto of ſundry 
_ officers of ditto regiment, » 
when taken by the enemy in / 
the Welt Indies c 224 
To ditto, for ditto of ſundry 
ditto of ditto regiment, when 
taken by ditto at Guadaloupe 224 4 o 
$th. For an indemnification for hos: 
ol baggage by ſundry officers 
at the evacuation of Toulon 1,891 17 © 
To Sir T. Shirley, for loſſes 
of ſundry officers of the late 
93d regiment of. foot, when 
taken by the enemy on their 
paſſage from the Weſt Indies 
To Major-general Coates, for 
ſundry neceſſaries for the 5 
grenadier company of the 2d 
regiment of foot, loſt in the 
wreck of the Dutton Eaſt 
Indiaman 
11th. To John Dickſon, of the 25th 
regiment of foot, for loſs of 
cainp equipaze on his paſſa 
to — Welt Indies RP | 
.. 12th, To Colonel Gerritt Fiſher, to 
replace the value of a charger 
ſhat in action 
To Lieutenant James Chriſtie, 
of the Goth regiment of foot, 
for loſs of baggage on his 
| paſſage from the Weſt Indies 
i;th, To Licutenant-colonel Carne- 


gie, for loſſes upon ſums 


J 


517 


129 4 © 


1 3 50 


* 


33 12 © 


63 3 o 
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638 8 © 
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Dates of 
Pay ments. 


drawn for the troops under . 5. 4. 
his command on the river FE 13 
Elbe, in 1795 i 13 @ 
Nec. 15th. To Major-general Fox, for 
ſundry neceſlaries purchaſed . 
for the ute of the grenadier, 
company of the 10th regiment 
of foot, oſt in the wreck of 
the Dutton Eaſt Indiaman 260 6 1 „„ 
To. Captain G. Evans, of the | | Wy 
. 324d regiment of foot, for | 
loſs of baggage and camp 5 F 
equipage on his paſſage to | 5 
join his regiment in the 8 5 
Weft Indies 100 13 o HY 
Jo Lieutenant Henry Milhng, | | ; 
of the 81k regiment of foot, al 
for the loſs of half his bag-\ Y 
gage on his ditto — 32 20 
To Captain H. W. Carr, of 
the 83d ditto, for loſs of 
baggage at the evacuation of 
St. Laicia, &c. | - 
16th. To Lieutenant-colonel H. 
Davis, to replace the value 
of a quarter maſter's horſe, 


ſhot for the glanders — 31 10 0 L. 5. 4. 


179 


October 13th. For {1x months allowance to 
the field officers and captains 
of the iſt regiment of foot f 
guards, to 24th June 1797 2,520 1 © 
For fix manths ditto of the 


2d ditto, to ditto _ 1,708- 3 O 4 
* 28th, For fix months ditto of the 3d 
ditto, to ditto — 1,708 3 0 


| | e 
Dec. 16th. To G. Garnier, Eſq. apothecary-general, for 
medicines, inſtruments, and materials for the 
uſe of the forces, in part of a warrant for 
25, 001. HE 
22d, To William - Gorton, Eſq. for providing a 
table for the officers of the life and foot 
guards on duty at St. James's, &c.' from 
2 5th March to 24th September 1797, in 
part of a warrant for 4, o8zl. 7s. Gd. 2,000 o 0 
Auguſt 25th. 10 E. G. Smith, Eſq. to reimburſe the like 
ſum advanced by him for the maintenance 
| of the wives and families of the two regi- 
ments of London militia, to complete a 5 
warrant for 2, 964l. 18. 5d. — 172 7 


— — 


20,000 © © 


205 © PARLIAMENTARY [Commons, 


Dates of 
Payments, 
„ F =p 
Auguſt 26th. To William Mitford, Eſq. to be paid 1 
| over to M. de Loyante, for conſtruc- 
tion of a machine called a Bombardeer 104 11 0 
Sept. 4th. To Meſſrs. Eyre and Strahan, for paper, 
printing, &c. acts of Parliament for the 
uſe of the amm — — $37 [3-4 
12th. To Colonel E. Morriſon, for his contin- | 
gent expences as deputy quarter=maſter- 
general, to 24th June 1799 — 178 3 o 
To ditto, for ditto, to 24th December 
1794 to 24th December 1 — 8 - 
To . ian for 3 [11 1 
expences as quarter- maſter · general, to 
24th June 1796 — 234 4 e 
To Colonel Montgomerie, for his allo v - 
ance as lieutenant- governor of Edin- 
burgh caſtle, in lieu of emoluments 
from 20th Auguſt to 24th December 
$194 ww un 73310 „„ 14 9 
To ditto, for ditto, from 25th December; 
non n | | 
'To Cotonel J. Amber&, for his contin- | - | 
gent expences as deputy-adjutant-gene- ., | 
ral, to 24th June 197 — | | mm 20-4 
To ditto, for ditto, to 24th December 
0705 — - | r 78 3 
To Major-general Doyle, for ſundry ex- / = 
pences paid by order of the ſecretary 
at war | 130 10 6 
To Licutenant-general Scott, for extra 
expences of houſe rent and forage, 
while ſerving in Great Britain as a 
major- general, from 25th March 1793 
to 24th March 1794 — — 238 4 4 
To Lieutenant-colonel Calvert, for his | 
contingent expences as deputy-adju- £ 
tant- general, from ⁊ th December 1795 | 
to 24th June 1796 — — on 4 9 
To Meſſrs. Cox and Greenwood, for 
extra expences of ſundry officers, who 
. were, ordered home from the Weſt 
Indies as evidences on a court martial 
To Major Paterſon, for extra expendi- | 
tures as aſſiſtant quarter · maſter- general, 
from 25th March to 24th December 
199 —— — 
To 2 for ditto, from 25th Decem- 
ber 1795 to 24th December 1796, — 
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DEBATES. 
Dates of 


Payments. 
9 63 


For *" a To Marquis Townſhend, for hire, &c. 
of ground for encamping the troops 
under his command, in 1795 — 

To the Duke of Glouceſter, r coals for 


a detachment of foot oP? in the 


To Major-general St. Leger, for travel- 
ling expentes on ſervice, from 22 No- 
vember to 2d December 1795 — 

To Sir W. A. Pitt, for an allowance in 
lieu of emdluments, as governor of 
Portſmouth, from 25th June 1794 to 
24th June 1797 Rall. 

To Lieutenant-colonel Calvert, for his 
contingent expences as acting deputy 

quarter-maſter-general, from 2 5th De- 
: cember 1795 to 24th June 1796 8 * 
To Lieutenant-colonel Charles raufurd, | 
for re-Payment of the like ſum paid by 
him to a French emigrant family 
To Major R. Hamilton, for extra ex- 
nces on beidg ordered home from: 
the Welt Indies to attend a court martial 
14th, To Lieutenant-colone! Ramfay, for his 
trouble while employed in the buſineſs 
of foreign corps under the eren 
at War ä 
October 13th. To Major- general Fox, tot the amount 
of expetiditures at Chatham barracks, © 
for the pay and contingencies of the* 
ſtaff, Ke. for fix montlis, to z4th ot 
June 1796 

To Sir William Howe, for extta expences 
incurred by himſelf, and other general 
officers, for houſc rent, forage, &c. in 
1793, 1794, and 1 — 2p 

21, To Lieutenant Bainbridge, of the n 

0 regiment. of foot, for” extra expences 
5 on being ordered home from the Weſt. 
Indies, as an evidence on a court mar- 


ef 


1 4 


tial i ren ded to be hell "a i 


3 0 November 3d. To Lientenant John O. Pryen, of ditto 
+} regiment; for ditto ſervice * pho 
11th. To Thomas Manſell, for Imäll beer 15 "oh 


order of the late 

December Ath. To T. Rice, E Turyeyor . of the? 
; guards; 1 $1 ode a 

of the f 8 Semerfett 


Vol. VI. 


King's Hoſpital at Windfor, in 1795 — 


plied to the 27 in 8 N Bu FITS 
jor ge m Mod 


repairs, Kc rho 


"lou 
96 8 o 
16 1 © 
35 18 rt 
289 8 6 
7 374 
100 O 2 
33 12 © 
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24784 19 10 

2,249 18 11 
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933. 8 


209 


C63: 1 * 2 * — * 2 a ** aw HE Cx — — 2 * 
US. ont : — * 2 . EATS SS T 
„ „ ed ee CEA be We 1 * en ans — Tb l 
DIS Pc — ry bold 


We 
ER | 


n 
> 4 


7 * ” we”. GS "+ 266, 
rn 2132 n " 
— . — 98 2 
: L : : „ 5 . 2 8 
8 b 2 an : 7 ˙ On. ALES Oo 22 I 
———öĩͤ—tßĩil — ee Oe ee A OR ENAN NTT IV. — — IE 22 ion Se . 2 
R «..4 * w 3 E 5 n R 1 D * 
Ges — 


EN <2 << "- \ 
A e 


9 5 Yap 
36 oo p - a, 
q — 
». ; 
* 


= => | = \ 2 - N * 
EY 


= 
Ingo * 
3 


n 
— 8 


R 
1 SAL} 


Res ITY 
94 Wy 


7 1 

* . 23 r 
N * ” : 2 

* r 


— EIS 


2 * 
— 
hs toon ae tne bs 
1 — 9; 


— ANA IDS 
5 1 * N n 
r 3 r 
— RERIY as _ a A 


— — 
6 
g * 8 
* Li F 

ot Of b * 1 


3 — rer 
» fr NR 
3 4 It Y oy ads Eads * _—— 
.. IEEE 3 \ Pm 8 
>. 47 3 Py ; . 4 


© hr LF 


r 
*r "_— 8 
WEAK 
5 af 


nt 5 
* bn * . =  * WL 2 
4 : 5 * 
. & £ * 
2 . * 7 |, e 


. Y 
i FW pm 
uct 4 6 _ 


J 3 THEE” d 
er a thts 


8 W 
Denne 
„ 


„ 
I. 


-— a * A 
* — 
* Is = 
— 4 
+ &. Yd 


—_— 


a * * 
2 ERS i, 


— 
# 1 "© 
© 8 = \ 2 
wil * þ 
a . * 
F m 4 5 7 Is. vs uu 


December 5th. To Marquis Trier... for extra ex- 


230 . PARLIAMENTARY 
Dates of 8 
Payments. 

houſe barracks, recruit- houſe, Kc. in 


17097. 
% the year 119 


pences of himſelf, and other general 
officers, for hacer forage, Nc. in 
1794, 1795. 1796, and 1797 2 
th. To n for. his 
trouble and expence, and as a compen- 
ſation to the party under his command, 
while inſtructing the . in the ex 


erciſe of the ſword HR 


8. To James Dornford, Eſq. ating commiſ- 
ſüary of accounts to the army late under 
the command of the Earl of Moira, for 
his contingent expences 


$th. To Lieutenant-general David 1 


for his contingent expences as quarter= , ., 


maſter- general, to 24th December 1796 
To Mr. Egerton, for printing, &c. va- 
rious regulations for the uſe of the army 


1ith. To Colonel Yorke, for the half yearly - 


allowance to the officers of the Tower, 


in lien of emoluments, to 24th Decem- 
To the Reverend John Gamble, for ex- 


ey in bringing potable telegraphs 
o perfection | 


Ave we Ka 


12th, To Sir William Fawcett, KE B. for the conu- 


tingent expences of the office of adju- 


91 December 1795 — 
N To William Fettes, to pay a bill of ex- 
. La change for expences in Ireland, on diſ- 


embarking the Cambridge and Ancient 


—— —-cvd 


; Britiſh Fencible Cavalry — — 
13th. To Jos. White, Eſq. for tranſacting laß 


buſineſs retative to the army, from Ja- 
nuary 22 to iſt October 1797 | 
To Meſſrs. Eyre and Strahan, for va-- 
rious acts of Parliament, &c. furniſhed 
for the uſe of the army, between roth 
November 1796 and 26th February 1797 
15th. To General Morriſon, for his contingent 
expences as quarter-maſter-general, 
from 25th June to 24th December 1796 
38th, - To John Walter, for printing, &c. va- 
rious regulations for the uſe of the army 
goth. To Meſſrs. J. and G. Carleton, for loſs - 
on the fale of the Exchequer bills, and 
on acdount ol fees of office in n conſe- 


tant-general, from 25th June to 2414 | 
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70 


104 
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Dates of 
Payments. 
1707. uence of their havin been employed 52 a 
791 | — agents to cheembarkation ſervice in as 7 
Ireland — — 4 07 1 7 
Dec. 21ſt. To Meſſrs. Mamford and Murriy; or 
loſſes ſuſtained by them for freight, 
demurrage, and charges of the ſhip - 
Patty, engaged to carry pot and pearl 
aſhes to France, ſtopped by order of 
Treaſury —_ :.. 
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£1 1,388,435 9 1 


Towards which may be applied, 


Caſh received of the re- 
ru very mg of Daniel 25 & 
ier, Eſq, deceaſed, | 
late commiffary-general 8 
in North America, as i 
the balance of an ac- 5 . 
count — Le 12,043 10 . 


Caſh received of Clands- "Jo! 
Scott, Eſq. — I 5,000 0 0 


Amount of dollars be- 8 
8.9] 5; longing. to Coe reer ie 
ment, returned to the 55 
Bank — — 10, 00 o 3 
A — ms 590 37043 10 8 
5 , ; Dar 


| Het . 9 3. 


26th March 1798. | W. WINDHAM. „ 5 
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LAND: TAX REDEMPT ION BILL 


hb, $7 31 


ſible regarding the debates, on ſo intereſting a ſubjeQ as the re- 
demption of the Land Tax, ve have procured, the following 
more accurate account than the one already given, of a Speech, 
which detailed the prineipal arguments gue as meaſure at 
conſiderable length. . 


Sir JOHN SINCLAIR's Speech in the debate on the ſale of 
the Land Tax, th May, 798. 


Mr. Speaker, 


I delayed troubling the Houſe with any obfervations which may 
have occurred to me, on the plan to which our attention is once 
more directed, until this ſtage of our proceedings, becauſe my ob- 
jections lay, not to any particular branch of the refolutions which 
were originally propoſed by the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 


Pitt), but to the general ſcape and principle of the ſyſtem : and! 


now ariſe to ſtate thoſe obſervations to the Houſe, in the full con- 
viction, that they wilt not only ſuffieiently juſtify tho vote which I 
ſhall give this night, but alſo that they may contribute to awaken 
the attention of this Houſe and of the Public to the danger of ſuch 


a bill paſſing intb a law, which, after all the conſideration I have 


been able to beſto upon it, even in its preſent ſtate of maturity, as 
ripened in the'bilt now before us, and brought to all the perfection 
of which it is probably capable, ſeems to be 4 leaf? as exceptionable 
ad any meaſurẽ that, to the beſt of my recolleQion, was ever ſug- 
geſted, either by rhe preſent, or by any former nenn of this 
Country.” I A 

Before I 3 however, to ſtate the eaten which have in- 
duced me to oppoſe this bill, I think that it may not be improper 
to ſubmit to your *confideration, and that of the Houſe in general, 
an objeQion of a preliminaty nature, namely, to the legality of our 
proceedings. It is well known that we have already voted a land 
tax of 48. in the pound, and no more, for the ſervice of the year 
1798, and that an act has pafſed for carrying that meaſure into 
effect. We have therefore precluded” ourſelves, by the' indiſputa- 
ble law of Parliament regarding the form of our proceedings, from 
again diſcuſſing the ſubject of à land- tax during the preſent ſeſſion, 
unleſs we have tAetved power for that purpoſe- The Houſe has 


ö been accuſtomed to reſerve fuch a power in two ways, namely, firſt 
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a power to repeal the whole ; or, ſecondly, any part of an act. Of 
the firſt we have an example, in the 37th Geo. III. c. 4. & 60, 
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the words of which are as follow : © Provided always, and be it 


« enacted, that this a may be altered, varied, or repealed, by any 
« at or acts to be made in this preſent ſeſſion of Parliament.” 
The clauſe in che Land-tax Bill of this year is, however, of a very 
different nature, and is conceived in the following terms: Pro- 
« vided always, and be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
« ſaid, that any part of this af? may be altered, varied, or repealed, 
« by any act or acts to be made in this preſent ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment.“ Such a clauſe, I underſtand, was introduced into the 
annual Land-tax Bill ſome years ago, with a view of enabling Par- 
liament to alter, to vary, or to repeal, any of thoſe local regulations 
with which the a&t abounds, that might be found oppreſſive, but it 
never could be intended to ſanction a plan like the preſent ; the ob- 
jet of which 1s, to overturn, not any particular part, but the whole 
tenor and principle of the act, and, indeed, by making the preſent 
land tax perpetual, to render any future act, on the ſame baſis, per- 
fectly unneceſſary. It was in conſequence of this clauſe alone that 
we were juſtified in permitting a bill to be introduced by an ho- 


nourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce Bird) regarding the Land- tax 


Commiſſioners- The object of that act is very properly declared 
in the title of the bill to be, © to alter and amend / much of an 
act paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament (namely, the 
Land- tax Act) as relates to the qualification of the Commit- 
“ ſioners.“ ' Wbereas this is a bill, not for altering, any part of 
the Land-tax Act, which is all we are juſtified in doing, but for 
making perpetual a tax which by an act paſſed this very ſeſſion is 
only granted for one year and no more. It overturns at the ſame 
time a ſyſtem, that has been uniformly acted upon for above a cen- 
tury, and in which the exiſtence and authority of. this Houſe were 
ſuppoſed-to have been deeply implicated. 

1 thought it neceſſary to call your attention to this n 
objection, from the full conviction, that if we once ſuffer the forms 
of the Houſe to be violated, we are not likely long to enjoy the eſ- 
ſence and ſubſtantial benefits of this Conſtitution. My objections, 
however, go, not only to the form of our proceedings, but to the 


Principle of the bill itſelf, In regard to the firſt point, namely, the 


forms of the Houſe, if ve wiſh, to preſerve the appearance of any 

reſpect for them, we mult neceſſarily defer the farther conſideration 

of this bill until another ſeſſion of Parliament: but if we have any 

regard for the real intereſts of this cauntry, 1 hope to make it appear, 

in che courſe of what I am now about to obſerve, that we ought 
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never toſuffer ſuch a bill. a8 this to be * diſcuſſes within -theſe 
walls ®, .,i; il Num 1s ne 82 


The firſt ie Aan het 3 vile at once REES individual, is 
the one; founded on that important principle of this Conflitution 
and which has long been conſidered as eſſential to the exiſtence and 
authority of this Houſe, namely, that the taxes on land and malt, 
which. are the ſureſt and moſt productive branches of the revenue, 
inſtead of being permanently granted to the Crown, * for ſupport. 
ing, in the words of the act, ** His Majeſtys Government, ſhall 
be annually voted. But we are told, that though it is propoſed to 
make the land tax perpetual, yet that other taxes, even to a larger 
amount, (though that, by the by, has not been proved, ) which are 
now perpetual, are to have their nature altered, and are to be ſub- 
jected to the annual vote of Parliament; and eertain duties on 
malt, ſugar, tobacco, and ſnuff, are appropriated, by this bil}, for 
that purpoſe. There is certainly ſome plauſibility in the idea. At 
the ſame time the Houſe will advert to this, that the produce of all 
taxes on conſumption mult be flucuating, and muſt-ever depend on 
a variety of circumſtances whieh it is not in the power of Parlia- 
ment to control: for inſtance, . prejudice, caprice, or paſſion, might, 
in the ſpace of a few weeks, annihilate the revenue arifing from to- 
bacco. and ſnuff: whereas the land tax muſt be paid, as long as the 
territory of the country remains. productive. It is impoſſible, ther- 
fore, to liſten. to this ſophiſtical anſwer to a plain and, indeed, un- 


anſwerable objedtion. The fight honourable gentleman propoſes, 


that the pillars of this Conttitution, and the exiſtenee and autho- 
rity of this Houſe, ſhall reſt upon ſuch frail foundations as the con- 
tents of a ſnuff-box;;or of a pipe of tobacco. I wiſh, on the other 
hand; to ſee them remain on their old territorial baſis, and that the 
value of a certain portion of the produce of the eountry ſhall be 
annually., yoted by the repreſentatives gf the people for the mainte- 


nance, of our fleets and armies, : and the other expences of the 
Crown, and that, unleſs ſuch a grant is made, that the whole frame 
and fabric of our Government fhall be unhinged. The firſt is a 
meaſure, that may ſuit the narrow mind of a mere financier, who 
can think of nothing but taxation. The ſecond, which Has been 


ſanctioned with the approbation of tlie greateſt Stateſman that ever 
ſat within theſe walls, forms a check, which L hope this Houſe un 
not raſhly rar OT phandon. 41d) 03 b21d-e8w idr idr a. 
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0 My next objection is of a legal nature, namely, on the effect 
that ſuch an act muſt have upon the landed property of the country, 


pariſhes regarding apportioning the land tax, and among individuals. 
On the firſt, point, there can be no doubt. With Teſpe& to the 
ſecand, nothing can be more deſirable for a landed proprietor. than 
to avoid law-ſuits, and to have every thing connected with the title 
deeds of his eſtate as clear and diſtinct as poſſible. But how is that 
to be the caſe, if theſe reſolutions ſhould paſs into a law. The land 
tax, when purchaſed or redeemed, is ſometimes to be a real eſtate, 
ſometimes a perſonal eſtate, and ſometimes to be converted from a 
perſonal to a real eſtate. 
nance ſuch confuſion ; and before we ſuffer ſuch a bill to proceed 
one ſtep farther, ovght we not to hear what the Attorney General for 
England, the Lord Advocate for Scotland, and other great lumina- 
ries of the law, conlider . may be the effect of ſuch a ſyſtem on 
the landed property of the two kingdoms * The gentlemen of the 
long robe, though extremely numerous in the Houſe, (for this far 


to me till I began to conſider how much ſuch a bill muſt benefit the 
profeſſion, as we may trace in it the foundation of at leaſt ten thou- 
ſand law - ſuits, one in each puriſh being a very moderate calculation ; 
and thus no. ineonſiderable ſhare of the remnant of free property, 


es which the, landed intereſt will be ſuffered to retain in their poſ- 
udo ſeſſion, will be abſorbed. Let us take, for inſtance, the clauſe for 
con- ſelling a. part of an eſtate for the purpoſe of redeeming the land tax: 
other 1. Any p art of the manor is to be fold, with the exception of the 
it the manſion- houſe. If not ſold by public auction, how is it to be 
in be aſcertained, whether the price was a fair one? Here is an abundant 
ainte- ſource, of litigation, more eſpecially as there is no regulation as to | 
of the the expences attending} the ſales, nor the purchaſing of thek 3 per. 
frame Cent. ſtock. 2. The ſurplus money is to be placed in tte Bank © 


18 4 


: who" be re· inueſted in land for the like uſes, truſts, intents;'and purpoſes; 
been s the eſtate originally ſold. — In the courſe of ſueh tranſactions, | 
ever” who does not;ſee.a' plentiful ſource of litigation, infinite trouble, 


and endleſs expence? 
brought i in this bill was bred to the bar, and having ſomt com- 


much impaired by the preſent unfortunate war, it is natural for him 
to embrace this opportunity of throwing ſome erumbs from his plen- 
tiful table, and of beſtowing a million on Weſtminfter- Hall, which 


1 


and the endleſs confuſion and litigation it muſt occafion, both in 


Is it poſſible for this Houſe to counte- 


from being a parliamentum indectum, ) have in general preſerved a 
cautious ſilence upon this ſubject, which was matter of aſtoniſhment 


of England, in Government or other public ſeeutities and then tö 


The right honourable gentleman vh⁰ 


paſſion for his old affociates, whoſe profeſſional profits have been ſo 


* 
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is the ſmalleſt ſum that will accrue to it if ſuch a bill paſſes into z 
law ; but thoſe who have any regard for the landed intereſt wil 
adviſe them to remain as they are. At preſent they have nothing 
to do but to pay their annual land tax to the colleQor ; but if they 
involve themſelves in all the legal labyrinths of redemption, it is im. 
poſſible to ſay when they will get out of them: 
aſſured, not without ſurrendering a conſiderable part of their pro. 
perty, to thoſe profeſſional friends who ws undertake to extri- 
cate them. 

The next objeQion that occurs to me is of a financial nature, 
We all know that the land tax, as it is now impoſed, is cxtremely 
unequal : it is the object, however, of the preſent bill to perpetuate 
that inequality. Indeed the land tax is not only unequal, but ha 


ever been conſidered as a very exceptionable impoſt, and one that I 


ought only to be had recourſe to in the moſt preſſing and urgent 
neceſſity. In a famous debate, anno 1932 * on the ſubject of 
reducing it to one ſhilling in the pound, we are told, that a former 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, (Sir Robert Walpole,) whote language 
was then received with repeated hrarems and tumults ot applauſe, 
thus expreſſed himſelf: As to the manner of raiſing taxes upon 
t the people, it is a certain maxim that that tax, which is the moſt 
« equal and the moſt general, is the moſt juſt and the leaſt bur: 
« denfome. When every man contributes a ſmall ſhare, a great 
« ſum may be raiſed for the public ſervice, without atiy man being 
* ſenſible what he pays; whereas a ſmall ſum, raiſed upon a few, 
« lies heavy upon each particular man, and is the more grievous 
cc in that it is unjuſt. [Lhe landholders bear but a ſmall propor- 
.<< tion to the people of this, or of any other nation, yet no man 
« contributes any the leaſt ſhare to this tax but he that is poſſeſſed 
c of a land eftate; and yet this tax has been continued without in- 
« .termiſſion for above theſe forty years— it has continued f+ long and 
« Jain fo heavy, that I may venture to ſdy, many a landed gentleman i 
c this kingdom has thereby been utterly 'ruined and undone :” and & 
the conclaſion of the debate he added, * the land tax is the moſ 
c unequal, the moſt grievous, and the moſt oppreſſive tax, t that 
« ever was raiſed in this country. It is a tax which never ought 
«© to be raiſed but in times of the moſt extreme neceſſity. The beſt 
« judges, the trueſt patriots in all countries, have been of opinion, 
<« that of all taxes, that upon immoveabie goods, that upon lands 
60 and houſes, ought to be _ laſt reſource.” 


— — — 


1 4: See Torbuck's Debates, vol. 10, p. 149 and 167. 
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Such were the ſentiments of a former Chancellor of the Ex- 
ehequer, in conſequence of which he propoſed reducing the land tax 
to one ſhilling in the pound. His ſueceſſor, who now holds, that 
office, follows a very different ſy ſtem, and endeavours to ing ratiate 
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himſelf with the landed intcreſt by different means and on different 


principles, For inftance, he is the firſt Chanecllor of the Ex- 
chequer that ever attempted to keep the land tax at its higheſt rate 
in time of peace, as well as in time of war; that ever ventured: to 
propoſe rendering that tax perpetual ; and who not only inſiſts on 
perpetuating the preſent unequal land tax at its higheſt rate, 'but 
alſo who threatens the landed intereſt with an unlimited addition to 
ſo heavy a burden. 
fo evidently laid in this bill, may at firſt be low, call it one ſhilling, 
or even fix-pence in the pound; but if the principle is once ad- 
mitted, it will ſoon be found the readieſt reſource in all emefgencies. 
We are told, that frechold in office is a better tenure than a free- 
hold eſtate, and that taxes upon land furniſh a ſecurity ſo infinitely 
preferable to every other, that by converting exciſe duties into taxes 
upon land, the public may gain one-fifth additional revenue. Can 
there be a ſtronger temptation to throw as heavy a load as poſſible 
upon land, and to exempt freehold in office from taxation? Does 
not the prineiple of this meaſure go to prove, that if 400, oool. can 
be gained by perpetuating the land tax of two millions, that a mil- 
lion would be gained by laying five millions-upon land, two millions 
by laying ten millions, and that by laying twenty millions four mil- 
| lions would be the profit of the Exchequer * Here is a means of 
acquiring a great revenue, the praQicability of which, if this plan 
ſucceeds, cannot be queſtioned, and which, if praQticable, the ne- 
ccllities of an extravagant Germ may ſoon lender in- 
diſpenſable. | . 
The next objeQion that ſtruck my mil was one of a political 
nature, but which I am happy to find is taken away by the amended 
bil, and therefore it is unneceſſary to dwell much. upon it. 
all know, that by the union between England and Scotland, the 
proportion of land tax between the two countries is for ever aſcer- 
tained. The one is to raiſe at the rate of nearly two millions, and 
the other about 48,0001, per annum, or in that, ratio, for any 
greater or lefler ſum. People are apt to ſay, that the burden is 
extremely unequal. Tt is a part, however, of an indiſſoluble bar- 
gain between the two countries, which cannot now be altered. 
Beſides, it can be proved, that the inequality is altogether owing to 
the ſuperior agricultural legiſlation and police of Sestland. Let 
the Englith paſs a general bill for incloſute, let them — tythes 
Vor. VI. Ff ; 


The additional tax, the foundation of Which is 
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ſo as to prevent their being a bar to improvement, let them reſtrain 
the poor-rates within moderate botmds, let them aboliſh any ob. 
noxious remnants of the feudal - fyſtem, and let the tenants have 
proper leaſes of their farms, and the land of England will ſoon be 


as cheaply taxed as that in Scotland. It is owing to the 'circum- 
ſtances above alluded to that the rents of Scotland have proportion. 
ably increaſed more, under all the diſadvantages of inferior foil, of 
an inferior climate, of an inferior capital, and of inferior-market,, 
Give England the ſame legal advantages which Scotland at preſent 
happily poſſeſſes, and its agricultural proſperity would increaſe in 
ſuch a ratio, that the land tax it is now ſubject to would be to the 
full as low in England as in Scotland, and there would exiſt, on 
that account, no jealouſy between the two kingdoms. It is unne. 
ceffary, however, to dwell on an objection which has been already 
happily adverted to and removed &. 

Another objeQion ariſes from a clauſe in the amended bill, re. 
ſpeQing which the right honourable gentleman had preſerved, 2 
long as poſſible, a cautious and prudent ſilence. I had remarked 
from the beginning, that he had never explained the nature of the 
commiſſioners whom he had propoſed to intruſt with the authority of 
ſelling the land tax ; bur the clauſe he has introduced (ſee p. 46 
is ſo exceptionable, that though it might be amended in a Com- 
Mittee, I think it proper to take this opportunity of alluding to it, 
The Commiſſioners are to be nominated by the Crown, and are to 
receive at the rate of three-pence in the puund on the amount of the 
land tax fold by them; that might extend, or be conſtrued to ex 
tend, to an one-eightieth part of the 40,000,000 propoſed to be 
raiſed by the ſale of the land tax, or no lefs a ſum than 500,000], 
But that would be too abſurd. An one-cightieth part, however, d 
the two millions, or 25, oool., is an object which will require patt- 


cular attention, ſhould the bill be recommitted, and is an expence 


which ought certainly to be avoided. 

But the objection which ſtrikes my mind the moſt forcibly, it 
one of an agricultural nature, and it ſeems to me ſufficient of itſelt 
to overturn the whole ſyſtem. The object of the meaſure is, f 
tempt the country gentlemen to lay out any money he may have in 

his poſſeſſion, or any ſum he can borrow, or can procure, by a ſake 
of part of his eſtate, or mortgaging the whole of it, in purchaſing li 
land tax. Can there be a more deſtructive policy, either for the 
e or for the nn, If a landed proprietor has an 
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money to ſpare, the proper mode for him to lay it out is, in the 
improvement of his eſtate; in that way he may gain, inſtead of 5, 
from 7 to 15, or even 20 per cent. for his money, and by his im- 
provements the public proſperity is, in various reſpects, infinitely 
augmented, Population is increaſed, abundance of proviſions is 
ſecured, important additions made to the revenue, nay, the great 
object of the bill itſelf, an increaſed price of ſtock, ultimately ſe- 
cured. All hopes of that fort, however, will be annihilated, -at 
leaſt for ſome time, if this meaſure ſucceeds ; ahd if it does not 
ſucceed, are we not holding up delufive hopes to the country? As 
to the idea of the proprietor borrowing money, or ſelling a part of 
his eſtate to obtain it, I am perſuaded that neither of thoſe plans can 
be much reliſhed by the landed intereſt. If money can be obtained 
in either way, let it be expended on improvement; if borrowed at 
5 per cent., no advantage can be obtained from the tranſaction ; if 
under 5 per cent., the money will probably be called up when it 
becomes ſcarcer and more valuable, and the proprietor will find him- 
ſelf involved in the greateſt pecuniary difficulties. Selling a part 
of an eſtate is ſeldom eligible ; it.can only be thought of when there 
are detached ſpots, and in the caſe of ſettled eſtates, is attended with 
peculiar, indeed unſurmountable difficulties, and almoſt endleſs ex- 
pence and litigation. 

On the ſubject of improvement, it may not be improper briefly 


to ſtate the various meaſures which have been adopted in different- 


countries for its encouragement or otherwiſe, and by contraſting the 
one with the other we ſhall be able more clearly to ſee the hideouſneſs 
of the preſent meaſure in its real colours. | 

The beſt mode of encouraging improvements, is the one adopted 
by Frederic the Great, King of Prufſia, who expended about two 
millions of German crowns, or three hundred thouſand pounds ſterl- 
ing per annum, in promoting the improvement of his country, and 
the general comfort of its inhabitants. We are told in particular, 
that he expended conſiderable ſums of money in promoting, even 
by premiums, the abolition of commons and the incloſure of 
lands, What a contraſt between ſuch a wiſe policy and the prac- 
lice of this country, where the proprietors are not ſuffered to incloſe 
and cultivate their own land, when they are ready and willing to do- 


lo, without being previouſly ſubjected to a heavy expence ; and in- 


liead of grants to encourage them, they are required to pay conſider- 

able ſums for a permiſſion to begin their improvements ! No wonder, 

therefore, that we were lately under the neceſſity of laying out, in 

public hounties, no. leſs a ſum than 57 o, oool. to encourage the im- 

prtation of foreign grain, partly from thoſe very deſerts which the 
Ff 2 
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immortal Frederic, by his ſuperior policy, brought into a ſtate of cyl. 
tivation. But he wiſely capſidered expence laid out for promoting 
improvement to be like manure ſpread upon the ground, which ſe. 
cured a more abundant harveſt, and inſtead of impoveriſhing him. 


ſelf by that liberal policy, the reſult was, that though, originally 


maſter of a country, naturally barren, and without the advantages of 


extenſive commerce or valuable manufaQures, yet he raiſed it, by 


his genius and talents, and by his unceaſing attention to its. internal 
improvements, to be one of the. moſt powerful countries in Europe; 
and though he maintained a numerous army of 200,000 men, and 
ſpared, no expence in collecting great magazines of proviſions, a 
formidable artillery, and all the other implements of war, yet he 
left behind him a treaſure, in ſpecie, of twelve millions ſterling. 
The ſecond mode of encouraging improvement, is a meaſure 
which has been juſtified by experience in ſome countries, and-which 
I hope will, fome time or other, be adopted here, namely, that ef 
lending money to proprietors of land at a low intereſt for the pur- 
poſe of enabling them to improve it. This is a ſyſtem that cannot 
be too "By recommended to the attention of any Government 
that is wealthy enough to attempt it. 
The third ſy ſtem is the one that has hitherto been adopted in this 
country, by which a tax on land has, indeed, been impoſed, varying 


in point of amount from 1s. to 4s. in the pound, but always levy- 


ing a proportionable ſum from the ſame diſtrict. This is an indi- 
rect encouragement to improvement ; for the rate being once fixed, 
any additional value to an eſtate, in conſequence of expenſive im- 
provements, goes, with the exception of tithes, into the pocket of 
the proprietor ; and this circumſtance has certainly materially con- 
tributed to the j improvement of this-country. 

The next ſtep, to commence the progreſs of diſc ouragement, i is the 
one which the right honourable gentleman has in contemplation, 
and points out in this bill, namely, that of levying an equal land 
tax over the whole Kingdom, varying according to the alteration of 
income, or annual value of an eſtate. It is evident that this muſ 
be an almoſt inſurmountable check to every ſpecies of agricultural 
enterpriſe; for in the face of ſuch a burden, who will venture to 
lay out his money for the purpoſes of improvement ? 

But the ſummit of political abſurdity, if the improvement of 2 
country ſhould be conſidered as an obje& worthy of conſideration, i 
the meaſure now under our diſcuſſion, by which, inſtead of granting 
money to the landed proprietor, or lending him ſums at low intereſi, 
for promoting agricultural exertion, or impoſing no additional bur- 
den on improvement, but giving the whole benefit of it to the pto 
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prietor, it is propoſed to take from him all the capital he has, or all 
the money he can procure, by any means, for the purpoſe of redeem- 
ing his land tax. A more effeQual way of diſcouraging improve- 
ment could hardly be contrived. If it ſucceeds according to the 
intentions of the propoſer, forty millions ſterling would be paid by 
the landed intereſt for getting rid of this tax. Inſtead of that 
miſerable mode of laying out ſuch a ſum of money, let us conſider 
for a moment what would be the reſult of laying out forty millions 
on improving the territory of the country. The effect of ſuch an 
event would be, not only making this country the garden of Europe, 
but alſo adding ſo much to its revenue and general proſperity, that 
we need not be apprehenſive of wanting financial reſources, or that 
our public credit could poſſibly be impaired. In faQ, the difference 
between the two ſyſtems is ſhortly this: The right honourable gen- 
tleman wiſhes to ſupport the funded at the expence of the landed 
intereſt; whereas I wiſh to promote the improvement of the 
country without taking away any thing from the funds, perfectly 
fatisfied that, when the country proſpers, no apprehenſion need to be 
entertained that the funded intereſt will not thence derive the moſt 
eflential benefits. {+ FIST 

I ſhall next proceed to conſider the arguments which have been 
made uſe of in favour of this meaſure, namely, that it may add 
from 200, oool. to 400,000], per annum to the revenue, and 
may take 80,000,000 of 3 per cent. ſtock out of the market. 

In regard to theſe ſuppoſed advantages, they entirely depend upon 
the poſſibility of carrying the meaſure into effect; where I conſider 
the plan not only highly exceptionable, for the reaſons I have 
already aſſigned, but, on its preſent footing, for the plan might be 
greatly improved, perfectly impracticable in itſelf, were it liable to 
nd objection. 

There are but five deſcriptions of perſons who are likely to pur- 
chaſe the land tax, namely, the landed proprietor himſelf, public 8 
bodies and truſtees, wealthy individuals in London, or their = 
foreign correſpondents, monied perſons in the country, and opulent 
farmers, | | C1 | 
to As to the firſt, it is on all hands admitted, that in conſequence 

of various circumſtances, on which it is unneceffary now to dwell, 
there are few if any landed proprietors who are in a ſituation to 
1, Is purchaſe their own land tax. Public bodies, or truſtees acting form 
ting others, will hardly venture on ſuch a ſpeculation... Monied men in 
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eſt London, and ſtill more the foreign capitaliſts with whom they cor- 
ur- WF reſpond, are not ſo inſenfible to their own intereſts as to take 5 per 
plo- 


cnt. when they can get 6, on ſecurity equally good, and infinitely 
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more-convenient, from the eaſineſs of transfer, the regular payment 
of the intereſt, and the certainty with which it can be fold. In re. 
gard to monied men in the country, they are now as converſant in 
the ſtocks as the citizens of London themſelves, and will not be 
eaſily. tempted to give them up on terms ſo diſadvantageous; be- 
fides, taking up the money in the country would have the effect of 
diminiſhing the manufacturing capital, and conſequently the com- 
mercial proſperity of every part in the kingdom, which, in fac, ac. 
cording to a homely expreſſion, would be killing the hen that lays 
the golden eggs. In regard to the former, two or three years ago 
| conſiderable ſums were in the puſſeſſion of that body of men, but 
from the low price of grain, and the importation of ſuch enormous 
quantities from foreign countries, their profits and their wealth have 
been conſiderably diminiſhed : befides it would rather be an awk- 
ward circumſtance for a proprietor to pay a tax on his own tenants ; 
it-would 6ceafion' ſuch a jealouſy between the two orders as would 
ndeeſſarily be productive of many unpleaſant conſequences. On 
theſe grounds I think the meaſure fo extremely impracticable that 
no material advantage, as it now ſtands, can. be expected from it. 
Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the principal obſervations which have 
occurred to me on this important queſtion, and which I have en- 
deavoured to condenſe as much as I could, not wiſhing to prevent 
the Houſe' from hearing other gentlemen as carly as poſſible, who 
may be deſirous of ſtating their ſentiments on ſo intereſting a 
topic ; and, on the whole, conſidering the extent and magnitude of 
this ſubjeR, can the Houſe ſeriouſly determine to hurry ſuch a mea- 
ſure through in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion? The bill is now 
. bwvght to all the perfection of which probably it is capable. Let 
it de circulated, in that ſtate, over the whole kingdom. If the 
meaſure ſhould then meet with general concurrence, let it be paſſed 
early in the courſe of the next ſeſſion. The plan cannot poſlibly 
make any progreſs till the 25th of March next, becauſe it is uni- 
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verſally acknowledged that very few proprietors, indeed, can pur - 
chaſe! their land tax; and till then, no other party can interfere. 


Let the 2 :5th of March, 1799, be fixed upon by a reſolution of the 
Houſe as the day when at any rate the proprietor muſt decide; and 


if the ſyſtem is to be carried through, not an hour will be loſt. For 


my- part, -were I a friend to the meaſure, I certainly would inſift 
upon this delay as the moſt likely means of making the public. feel 
any zeal or anxiety in its favour; and, if it were to paſs, of ren 
dering it ultimately ſucceſsful ; 
our. * the nam is done, ind never can be repaired 
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Wedneſday, May 23. 


Lord HOLLAND roſe, and declared, that he could not ſuffer 
the preſent occaſion to paſs without noticing a ſubject, in his mind, of 
confiderable importance to the happineſs and ſecurity of every indi- 
vidual in the country. He therefore felt it his duty, before the 
Houſe proceeded to the order of the day, to call their Lordſhips' at- 
tention to certain eircumſtances which had recently taken place, and 
which, if correRly ſtated, were ſuch as ought to be marked with the 
moſt decided reprobation. They were circumſtances highly inhu- 
man and atrocious. He thought it incumbent on him to ſubmit 
them to the Houſe, that, if they were falſe, His Majeſty's Miniſters 
might take the opportunity of contradicting them; but if, on the 
contrary, they were true, he was free to fay, that he could not find 
terms ſtrong enough to mark the diſguſt and horror with which they 
impreſſed his mind. If, upon a cloſer inveſtigation of the ſubjeRt, 


ner or any conſtitutional mode of bringing the conſideration before 


and after having conſulted his friends, he ſhould find out any man- 


t the Houſe, he ſhould trouble their Lordſhips with a regular motion, 
8 and it would at any rate be then ſeen in what hands power was 
$ veſted, The circumſtances to which he alluded were the follow- 
f ing: — After Mr. O'Connor's honourable acquittal—[ Some noble 
” Lord appearing to diſſent from the ſtatement made by Lord Hol- 
* land reſpeding the honourable acquittal of Mr. O'Connor, his 
0 Lordſhip proceeded] — He ſhould not, he ſaid, ſuffer himſelf to be 
he checked in the remarks he had to make by any expreſſions of diſcon- 
ed tent which might fall from any noble Lord. If he. was irregular, - 
+ the Houſe would paſs judgement on him ; but he would not be de- 


laſt. Such a mode of proceeding, he truſted, would he, reckoned 


to be conſidered as malignant. In beſtowing an epithet of that 


„s the deciGon of the Legiſlature, He referred to a clauſe in the 


terred from delivering his opinion on the preſent occaſion. After 
Mr. O'Connor had been honourably acquitted, it appeared that 
ſome of the Bow-ftreet officers immediately proceeded ito, arreſt, him 
in Court, in purſuance of a warrant, figned by one of His Majeſty's 
decretaries of State, and dated as far back as the 22d day of March 


a” 


by the Houſe both irregular and abſurd ; and if the account-which . 
he had reccived was true, he had no hefitation to add, hat it ought - 


kind on the meaſure to which he adverted, he felt himſelf {upported . 
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he had ſtated were falſe, they would be enabled to contradict them: 
if they were true, he ſnould content himſelf with the eonſideration 
that he had clearly expreſſed his opinion on the ſubject. If, how- 


ever, his account was correct, he ſhould declare, that what he had 
before believed to be the caſe was now realized - that the ſyſtem of 


terror was predominant, and that there was no ſecurity for the per- 
ſon or property of any man in the kingdom. 
The LORD CHANCELLOR ſaid, the conduct of the noble 


Lord was contrary to the eſtabliſhed rules and regularity of the 


Houſe. The noble Lord had delivered a ſpeech, pointing at no- 
thing, ending with nothing, and his ſtatements had been both in- 
temperate and ill- adviſed. He was a young Member of that Houſe, 
and he would poſſibly receive and follow better information. He 
therefore hoped, out of reſpe to him, that he would endeavour for 


the future to acquire that neceſſary information, before he proceeded - 
to throw out refletions that were altogether groundleſs. If he 


had conſulted any perſons of mature Judgement, they certainly would 


ve cautioned him againſt entering into the diſcuſſion of a ſubject 


which, when inveſtigated, would turn out directly contrary to the 
end which he had in view ; for, inſtead of affording any ground of 
cenſure againſt His Majeſty's Miniſters, it would be acknowledged 
by all mankind that they had ated with every degree of fairneſs 
and candour throughout the whole of the buſineſs. The fact was, 
that a warrant ſigned by one of His Majeſty's Secretaries of State, 
and dated the 22d of March, had been produced againſt Mr. 
O'Connor after his acquittal ; but the inference drawn by the noble 
Lord was evidently erroneous ; for it was neceſſary the noble Lord 
ſhould be informed of another circumſtance, and then he would 
draw a very different concluſion. The Habeas Corpus Act and 
the ſuſpenſion bill could have nothing to % with the warrant ; for 
though the clauſe alluded to ſtated that perſons ſhould be tried as if 
no fuch bill had paſſed, yet Mr. O'Connor was liable to be de- 
tained for an act of treaſon committed in another part of the country. 
If chat act had been committed in the county of Kent, he could 
not have been tried there. But he would put it to the young mind 
of the noble Lord, what would have been the caſe if the warrant 


elle? He would put it to the candour of the noble Lord, whether 


Var. VI. Ge 


had been actually ſerved, and had proclaimed that another charge of 
reaſon was preferred upon facts which had taken place ſomewhere - 


he would not admit, that had His Hajeſty' s Miniſters publiſhed the 
warrant, they would not have added to the charge under. which | 
Mr. O'Connor already laboured ? He would put it to the libera- 
lity of the noble. Lord, whether he ought not to tread _ the 
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ground on which he had come forward, and tetract the ſtate ments Tn 
"which he had fo inadvertently made, on account of thoſe reaſons ſor the 
Which could not but flaſh conviction upon his mind? His Lord. been d 
ſhip concluded with obſerving, that he ſhould. not enter into what *Aﬀe 
nad recently paſſed in a Court of Juſtice. Cireymſtances had Lord-( 
taken place there, that were highly improper and irregular ; they affirma 
were indecent and puniſhable — for an attempt had been made to 

get away by connivance before a regular diſcharge was made out. | 
_ Viſcount BULKELEY faid, that every meaſure” ought to be with tb 
* to proſecute Mr. O'Connor, who was highly dangerous, and 22 
to whoſe acquittal the diſaffected in Ireland looked with peculiar declarec 
Intereſt. Lord Bulkely was proceeding to ſtate ſome facts in ſup- againſt | 
port of his ſentiments, in conſequence of the arrival of a Mr. Na 
Banks and his family at the town of Bangor, from Ireland — Here 6d, 25 
bis Lordſhip was interrupted by had bee 
Tue LORD CHANCELLOR, who faid that he really wiſhed ſaid act. 
to ſtop any farther diſcuſſion on the buſineſs. It was highly im- Fouad 
| ommit 
portant not to enter into it; as, though Mr. O'Connor had been ſon or p 
2 quitted, another charge had been brought forward gon him. and whi 
Viſcount BULKELEY acquieſced, and the elect 
„ Lord GREN VILLE moved the order of the day for the ſecond E Had 
upo 
reading of the Election Treating Act. | during t 
Lord GRENVILLE entered at ſome length into the occaſion had upor 
il object of the act againſt bribery and corruption of the electors poll is cl 
of Members of Parliament, and contended that the object of it was Pun th 
fully attained by the act paſſed i in the reign of King Willion on the the perſo 
2 ſubjeckl. Among various reaſons which he aſſigned for opp0- the electi 
ing-the. commitment of the bill, he particularly oppoſed it on the during tl 
1 5 that it went to make that law which was law already, and iſhed b 
to eſtabhiſn a criminal juriſdiction in another place where ſuch a voter bin 
power ſhould not reſide ®. He moved that the bill be committed penſation 

votin 
for Sh day three months. . =. 
* — — by reaſon 
ſhall be 

. The following # is a correct Copy f the Bill, with the aue, | other 
„ made in the Committee: or admiſſi 

1 $ i 

Wm zRE4s doubts have ariſen as to the 4 conſtruction of an att, i 
made in the ſeventh year of the reign of King William the Third, intituled,, perſon! ſo 
Act for preventing Charge and Expence in Elections of Memben to of electio 
4 ſerve in Parliament; in reſpect to the i incapacity, therein enacted, of or indirec 
any perſon or perſons offending againſt the proviſions thereof, to ſee, bis j joarn 
again in Parliament for the place for which he or they, had. been returned, curred, '6 
bead illegal 3 of feed 
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The Duke of NORFOLK wiſhed to have a declaratory law 
for the purpoſe of making that clear and diſtin, which had lately 
been decided in ways directly different by two Committees. 1 
Aſter à fe words from the LORD CHANCELLOR and 
Lord GRENVILLE, the queſtion was put, and carried in the 
affirmative. | bo. 1 | 


1 


ht AI ac. * — . * 11 


with the advice and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of 
the fame, That if any perſon or perſons, after the paſſing o, this a ſhall be 
declared, by a Committee of the Houſe of Commons, to have offended 
againſt the proviſions of the ſaid act, ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall be deemed 
incapacitated, during the continuance of the Parliament for which he or 
they had been returned to ſerve, from being again elected or returned for 
foch county, city, town, borough, port, or place for which he or they 
had been returned by means of ſuch illegal practices againſt the afore- 
Ga ) S TENT TY | 

And be ut further enacted, That ſuch incapacity ſhall be declared by the 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons, which ſhall have found ſuch per- 
ſon or perſons to have offended againſt the proviſions of the aforeſaid act, 
and which Committee ſhall have, in conſequence of ſuch offence, declared 
the election of ſuch perſon or perſons void. 5 

And be it further enacted, That between the ordering of the election 
writ upon the ſummoning of a Parliament, or the happening of a vacancy 
during the exiſtence of a Parliament, and the complete and final election 
had upon ſuch writs reſpectively (except upon the day of election after the 
poll is cloſed and the returning officer ſhall have declared on whom the 
choice hath fallen) no meat or drink, on any pretence whatever, ſhall be 


| furniſhed, by or at the expence of any candidate, to any perſon. (except to 
Ic the erſohs Len las deſcribed) having or claiming a right to vote at. 
o- the election to be had on either of ſuch writs, nor by any other perſon. 
M during the ſaid period ſoliciting ſuch vote; and that no 'cartiage or other 
8 conveyance for going to or towards the place of election, ſhall be fur- 


niſned by or at the expence of any candidate; or other perſon, than of the 


ed penſation ſhall be given or promiſed by any perſon to ſuch voter for his 
| voting, or forbearing to vote, or for his loſs of time ot'troubie,'or any ex- 
2 loſs, or inconvenience actually incurred, or that may be incurred 
y reaſon of going to vote at ſuch election; and that no fee or perquiſite 
mall be paid or given by or at the expence of any candidate, or by any 
other perſon than the voter himſelf (during ſuch period) for any freedom 
or admiſſion to any right requiſite for giving ſuch vote; and that any vote 
given at ſuch election by any voter who ſhall have cat or drank, within the 
period aforeſaid, at the expence or coſt of any ſuch candidate, or of any 
perſon ſoliciting his vote, or ſhall have travelled to or towards the place 
of election at any other expence than his own, or ſhall have taken directly 
or indirectly, to his uſe or 8 or bargained for any compenſation, for 
Y A 80 trouble, loſs of time, or other loſs or inconvenience in- 
7 7 
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voter himſelf voting at ſuch election; and that no money or other com- 
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— or advantage, by any of the Meaus-herinbefet prohibited, 
Gall! null and void. 50 ont nO0IRT TO ell e 99119} 15 

And bei it further enacted, That 5 a" the 
prop ont of _ this ſtatute, or any of d W bl 
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if —5 Shen, tor "ix years certain, to de reckoned” from th be lame 1 yo, 
* 348% n 
Kiter Provided hevertgeleſß, aud be 10 ee That it Wal  lawfol for any for an)! 
date to pay for the meat, drink, and lodgi of any ters whom he writ, an 
may appbint 5 Hls coumittee during the poll; 1 br 45 fr at county elec. or other 
ions they 25 not exceed the uind of tw elve, or. bord thence ; 
bis of fix, and that the committee continue to fool of the ſame Frovi 
2 5 e es E1 poll; And ſo that the candidate whoſe e committee rhey ſhall be 
by any other candidate, or any two voters, do deliver the roviſio 
iE ure writing, Ggned by himſelf wich his, own name, bird, 
5 d e be lde, Thin wy of inch 
vided Heyertheleſs, an it enacte at any of the matte its hete. VEN; CAL 
7 5 hall Be inqufred into at the poll by de Ae officer, ot enacted 
485 than in any court now competent, or which bereafter may be | was mad 
0 ecide thereon. | ovi 
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e upon any election perition, containing ary King G. 
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fe the reign of King Geo e Second; intituled . An AR declared 
oj el eg prevent ing Reber and Corru up bra, n the Elec . 
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„ a voter before he gives his vote, ſtall be and is hereby ſhall be! 
: ee Kite oath berginalicf mentioned ſhall he taken, or afit- N au, 

mation made ift tie caſe of a Quaker, in like manner 'as the Bid formet 

oath, but in lieu thereof. 


« T A. B. do ſwear, (or, in caſe of a . I do affirm) That 

& I have not received, direcily or indirectly, nor will I receive 
« directly or indirectly, any money or other recompence for t. 95059 
giving my vote at this election, nor have I eat, drank, ot 10 Jr 
« Jodged at the expence of any candidate offering himſelf to Utes; 
be choſen at this election, to the beſt of my knowledge or 10 gel x 
belief, ſince the iſſuing of the election writ, or (on a ſpecial ebe 8 - 
& vacancy) ſince the vacancy happened which is to be filled bolt! od. « 
« up at this election, I have not received, nor will I receive, THI 431 
$6. directly or indirectly, any money, compenſation, or gratuity, e 
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from any perſon whomſoever, for loſs of time trouble,, exz 
« pence, lots, or inconvenience incurredbiie Ccomitig" hitllerto 
4. * eee hence. es wont IN od EH 


* to SITE, 
150 1 prey ror. gelay in taking my my be it ena ed Tha lack 
oath may be ec in the li like de manner and 57 ſuch perſons. wl 


thirty-fourth year of His Meet, intituled, “ An Act for | 
10 Appointeegt. of C *ommiſlioners to adminiſter Hp 20 Oaths and N. E 


« rations required, by Law to he taken and made hy Perſons piefing to | 


yore at the Ele&tion of Members to ſerve in Parliament.” As 
And be it further enacted, That no action ſhall lie againſt any perſon 
for any MEAT or drink furniſhed to ſuch yoter between the iſſuing of the 
writ, and the final cloſing of the poll; 90 or for any carriage, conveyance, 
or other expence. incurred in going to ſuch election, or waren from 
thence ; except again nſt the voter ſo furniſhed. 3 5 
Prorſded alſo, and be i it enacted, That nothing in this act con 
ſhall be conſtrued to except any calls not herein enumerated out of t 
roviſions of, the Rarute made in the ſeventh year of King William þ 5he 
bird, intitled, An Act for preventing Charge and xpence in Elec. 
* tions of 2 to ſerve in Parliament; ſo. however as that an 
ſuch caſes to ariſe may not be within any of the penalties; or 99 
1 0 this ſtatute, but be left entirely as they were pepe Wen 
W Made [| bY $ 
Tv alto. and 1 it enacted, That nothing. herein c Ky 8 
the rei 
King George the Second, intituled, ** An Act fo th more | | 
'« preventing. Bribery, and Corruption in the Election oof] flembe: 
” in Parliament,“ except in the particular before · mention ed i 
And be it further enacted, That no candidate or can 1 all. 
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Wedneſday, May 23. 


The honourable Mr. ST. JOHN ſaid, that 8 eireumſtance of 
an extraordinary nature, and which, in his opinion, demanded 1 
very ſolemn inquiry, had juſt occurred at Maidſtone., He gave 
notice, that he ſhould make a motion on this ſubject as ſoon as he 
was more fully poſſeſſed of the circumſtances. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT expreſſed his wiſh that the md 
Member would ſtate more preciſely the object of his motion. 

The honourable Mr. ST. JOHN ſaid, that it referred to the 
ſecond warrant which had been ſerved on Mr, Arthur O'Connor. 

It had been ifſued, he underſtood, in the month of March laſt; 
but was not produced until the moment after that gentleman 
acquittal. 

Colonel GASCOYGNE preſented a petition for leave to intro- 
duce a petition from the corporation and inhabitants of Liverpod|, 
praying for leave to arm themſelves for the defence of that port, at 
their own expence. 

Mr. SPEAKER faid, that though the term for admitting private 
petitions had elapſed, yet this petition may be received, on the ground 
that the emergency had increaſed in the opinion of the petitioners. 
Leave was granted to bring up the petition. It ſtated. the danger 
which menaced the docks and ſhipping of the port of Liverpool, in 
caſe that our inveterate enemy ſhuuld direct his attempts to that 
quarter. It was the wiſh, therefore, of the petitioners, to erc& 
batteries, and fit out gun-boats, &c. at their own expence, one half 
to be paid by the corporation, and the other moiety ta be raiſed ty 
a mte upon the inhabitants. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that this was a meaſure which did 
the higheſt honour to thoſe with whom it originated. Hz could 


T1 


ſcarcely bring himſelf to confider that as a private petition which ] 
offered a moſt uſeful ſuggeſtion, and may be made the ground- work 


of a moſt excellent'meaſure of general defence. 
The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 


Friday, May 25. 


/ 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that a reſolution of the Houſe had 
lately paſſed for an augmentation of 10,000 men to the navy ; the 
motion he ſhould now make was in order to follow up that reſolu- 
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tion. His intention was alſo, if the Houſe went along with him, 
that the bill to be propoſed ſhould paſs through its reſpecti ve ſtages 
in the courſe of this evening, and be afterwards ſent to the Lords. 
This was the practice adopted by the Houſe on a fimilar occafion 
in the year 1779; it was then found neceſſary during the fecond 
year of the war with France, and very uſeful in order to add to the 
naval ſtrength: he referred to the proviſion of the bill, which went 
to ſuſpend the protections granted to certain perſons from impreſ- 
ſing. After defiring that the act of 1779 might be read, which 
was done by the clerk accordingly, he then moved, that “ leave be 
given to bring in a bill for the more effectual manning of His Ma- 
jeſty's navy.” | | = | | 
Mr. TIERNEY was ſurprized at the extraordinary mode of 
proceeding now propoſed. He had ſuppoſed that the bill to be in- 
troduced reſpected the augmentation of the navy in the uſual way: 
and could not comprehend the neceſſity why the bill ſhould be 
paſſed within a few hours. - It was true this mode of procedure 
had taken place with the bill for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Cor-. * 
pus Act, but that could not apply to the preſent caſe, for he could 
not ſuppoſe that the perſons who would be liable to man the navy, 
according to this bill, would wiſh to ſecrete themſelves, in the ſame 
manner as perſons liable to be taken up on a charge of high trea- 
ſon—all he demanded was time. If perſiſted in the manner pro- 
poſed, it ſhould have his decided negative. He had no conception 
er what could juſtify the conduct of Miniſtry in preſſing this meaſure 
in upon the Houſe in ſuch a hurry; and after what had already paſſed, 
at he ſhould hold himſelf bound to watch the motions of Miniſtry with 
:& WF peculiar jealouſy. = 3; os + 
ali WY Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, if the honourable gentleman ima- 
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by gined that every meaſure taken againſt France, was hoſtile to the 
liberties of this country, his ideas of liberty were certainly different 
did Wi from his own. With regard to the preſent meaſure, its object was 
ald not the enactment of any new law, but to give efficacy to a motion 
ich WWvhich he had made, and the Houſe had adopted a fortnight ago, 
ork that there ſtould be an augmentation of 10,000, men to the navy. 
What he propoſed was, to make that number complete, which was 
neceſſary to the exigence of the public ſervice. The honourable 
Member had declared, that after the manner in which the laws had 
been paſſed, he ſhould view all meaſures propoſed by His Majeſty's 
* Miniſters with peculiar jealouſy. But the preſent was a meaſure 


liveſted"6f All political party; it had for its object the better ſecu- 
ty of the country ; nor could he conceiye that on any principle but 
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on that of obſtructing the defence of the country, could the honour. 
able gentleman oppoſe the meaſure now propoſed. 
Mr. TIERNEY here called to order, an | after referring to the 
words uſed by the right bonourable gentleman, applied to the Chair 
Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, that whatever tended to raft a perſonal 
imputation upon any honourable gentleman for words ſpoken, was 
certainly diſorderly and unparliamentary ; it was for the right ho- 
nourable gentleman to explain his meaning, and for the Houſe to 
conſider whether the words uſed conveyed ſuch an imputation. 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, he was afraid the Houſe muſt wait 
a long while before they heard ſuch an explanation as was demanded 
of him, for he muſt adhere to his former declaration (which hc 
again repeated.) He knew that he had no right to impute motives 
to the language uſed by the honourable gentleman, however impoſ- 
fible it might be not to ſuſpect motives ; but he knew that he had u 


right to ſtate ſuch arguments as appeared to him concluſive againſt 


thoſe adopted by the honourable gentleman, and whilſt he would 
ſubmit theſe to the judgement of the Houſe, he muſt ſay, that he 
would neither retract from, nor farther explain, his former ex- 
preſſions . | | 
Mr. JOLLIFFE objected to the meaſure, as it went materially 
to infringe upon the rights of . maſters and apprentices on board of 
veſſels; he thought that opportunity ſhould be allowed them to 
ſtate any reaſonable objection, by petition-or otherwiſe. His objec- 
tion went rather againſt the mode of proceeding, than againſt thc 
meaſure itſelf. | 
Mr. Chancellor PITT deſired the journals reſpecting the forme: 
fimilar act in 1779, might be read, from which he remarked, that 
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* The fallowing article appeared in the public prints on Monday, 
| | May 28. | 


& We are authoriſed to ſtate that, in conſequence of what paſſed os 

Friday laſt, Mr. Pitt, accompanied by Mr. Ryder, and Mr. Tierney, ac 

companied by MWb:George Walpole, met at three o'clock yeſterday after 
noon on Putney Heath. 

.* After ſome ineffectual attempts on the part of the ſeeonds to pre 
vent farther proceedings, the parties took their ground at the diſtance 
twelye paces. A caſe of piſtols was fired at the ſame moment without 
effect; a ſecond caſe was alſo fired in the ſame manner; Mr. Pitt firing hi 
piſtol in the air: the ſeconds then jointly interfered, and inſiſted that the 
matter ſhould go no farther, it being their decided opinion that ſufficient 


ſatisfaction had been given, and that the buſineſs was ended with peri 


honour to both parties.“ 
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the'bill went Hhroughthe ſeveral readings and Was- iberüp ittell in 
the courſe of one day” re cat ate deem nb nog vids 
Mr. NIOHOWLS ſaid, no reaſon has been Af/ligned fobthe 
preſcnt bill; Eebpling the -firmilar Ge in 7779/5 this was Mo- ſufffæ 


eient reaſon with him. At that time peculiar meaſures Were nee 
ſary; 'Whiett) might Mot" be avvlleable! now. If the-xifiente uf the 


war was ini itfelf à ftrffielent renſbnz then, whenever war breaks 
out, it muſt' be inferred from ſuoh reaſoning, that the liberties of 
te ſubject were to be infringed upon. Conſidering, likewiſe; the 
larger number f ſeamen now than at the former period he thouphy 
this Meaſure wh Hefs neceflary now than then. It was ſüfficient to 
confiſcate men's rights; but it was too ſevere to paſs this bill imme. 
diatdly.” , IE WSG put an end to every thing valuable to the privi- 
leg's of mne eering into the ſea ſervice. | Our aneeſtors had 
thojſeht' ?t tequi fires for the encouragement of commerce that fea 
men ſhould Have'their apprentices protected from impreſſing. | N. 
thing ſhort of the moſt urgent neeeſſity could juſtify ſuch a'meaſype 
aber prtſcht / anch till imat was ſhewn, he chould wich the poſtpons: 
A0 Palma the bin! } 111 <5 eee Jimdul 
© Aldertmary BUSHINGT! ON ſaid, that if the -prefentowete in. 
tended as a permanent meaſure, he ſhould certainly enter his/prote(t 
wont dt, / o, behalf ef the ſeatnen, &c. belonging td the pott of 
London j'barmas"theſe privileges wdre only to ſuffer a temporary 
ſuſpenſion in a momento difficulty; he ſmoult notliobſtet „tell its 
He queſtivned/ whether chere "Were hn precedent of pudlie danget 
lite the preſent! 8 69 * 51 TO SH0M 21; 31/648 150369 %%% nol 
Mr. CURWEN 8 as much as any man ithbiinfringes 
ment of the vighits of any body of men, yet, when theriſocurity of 
the cou At ſtabee, unanimity was ſo deſirable, tliat he] fut 
one, ſhould makes. no. oppoſition. A degree of confidence was in 
the preſent moment _necefſary to be given to the right honourable 


Fenttemafl:; AN in (o far as the tendency of the meafure propoſed - 


Vas to bring the war to an end, and to expedite peace, he ſhould 
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Mr. HOBHOUSE objected to the bill. It was a violation of 
the rights of the ſubject, and particularly of the rights of watermen, 
reſpecting their ſervants and apprentices. Beſides, after paſſing a 
law that no veſſels ſhould fail without convoy, it ſeemed ſtrange that 
the Houſe ſhould proceed in a meaſure that went to prevent ſhips 
from having ſeamen. He ſaw no neceſſity for this precipitancy, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, this bill only went to ſuſpend cer. 
tain exemptions granted by the allowed prerogative of the Crown, 
and to require the affiſtance and defence of perſons in certain cir- 
eumſtanecs. It was not a meaſure of a general political nature; 
the queſtion fimply was, whether there was any preſent occaſion to 
take away” the exemption given in certain cafes, and in ordinary 
times. The Parliament and ceneral ſenſe of the nation went along 
with the nieaſure. Its efficacy would, in a great degree, depend 
upon the bill paſſing immediately. On ſuch cccafions, parliamen. 
tary uſage diſpenſed with the cuſtomary forms, with a view to the 
Public advantage. 

Sir M. W. RIDLEY objected to the ſuſpenſion of the exemp- 
tion, ſo far as related to the coal trade, for the propoſed ſpace of 2 
er A 

Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, that the period of that en would 
r more properly diſcuſſed in the Committe. 

Sir M. W. RIDLEY thought the right nose gentleman 
had not treated the Houſe and the Chair with reſpect, in refuſing to 
He objected ail 


[ComMmonxs, 


to the precipitancy of the meaſure. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT had given no SHOP IV becauſe he 
wiſhed to adhere to his firſt words, and becauſe the meaſure pro- 
poſed was ſufficiently intelligible. It was an agreement with toe 
former vote for the augmentation of the ſcamen : the meaſure wis 
propoſed on very plain and narrow grounds. He diſclaimed, there 
fore, any intention of diſreſpect to the Houſe by declining farther 
explanation. He denied that gentlemen were called on to give 3 
vote of confidence. It was a plain meaſure of national policy ; and 
if it was fit that the meaſure ſhould be adopted, it was certainly fit 
that it ſhould be adopted in a way to render it effectual, rather than 


in a way that would tend to render it nugatory. 


General TARLETON ſaid, he ſhould oppoſe the bill, ie 
he ſhoald not vote againſt it; and particularly complained of the 


hardthip it would bring upon the maſters of veſſels and apprentice | 


in the port of Liverpool. 
Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL obſerved, 


for the augmentation of the navy, the Houſe was bound to adopt 
2 of 


that after the vote 
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the moſt effectual means for carrying that meaſure into effect; the 
only queſtion then was, whether any other mode was likely to equal 
the preſent; and, if not, whether the preſent bill was in itſelf ſo ob- 
jectionable, as not to be adopted? This meaſure particularly con- 
ſulted the intereſts of every commercial town, by regarding the na- 
tional defence, and as Liverpool had diſcovered fo laudable a zeal 
for its own protection, he thought the bill mult meet the wiſhes of 
yo” honourable General's conſtituents, 

Mr. JOLLIFFE objected to the precipitancy of paſſing through 
the vill in a day, and wiſhed the ſecond reading to be poſtponed till 
to-morrow. 

Sir F. BARING faid, that of the 10,000 additional ſeamen 
already voted, it had been ſtated about 0,000 were already muſtered 
on the books. He thought particular attention ſhould be ſhewn to 
the ſeamen on the coaſt, who had enrolled themſelves and their ap- 
prentices. 


After a few words from Mr. Chancellor PLEAS the bill was 
read a ſecond time. 


The Houſe then went into a Committee; Mr. WALLACE i . 


the chair. 

Upon filling up the clauſe whith ſtated that protection ſhould 
ceaſe on the 24th of May, 

Mr. WIGLEY objected to it, as it would operate as an ex poſt 
facto law. Thus, ſuppoſing an officer had been killed in the at- 
tempt to preſs a protected man yeſterday, that would only amount to 
the crime of manſlaughter ; but, by the retroſpective action of this 
clauſe, it would be made nfurder. He thought it extremely hard 
that proteQions ſhould be violated, eſpecially as, to his perſonal 
knowledge, they were purchaſcd at the Admiralty. | ; 

Mr. Chancdllor PITT ſaid, that no warrants for the 8 
ſerviee had yet been iſſued, though they were prepared, and as diſ- 
patch was neceflary, they were ready figned ; but the iſſuing of 
them was withheld until this evening, by which time it was hoped 
the bill would receive the ſanction of at leaſt two branches of the 
Legiſlature. The blank was filled up with the 24th of May. 


The operation of the bill was fixed for ſuſpending protections 


one month in the coal trade, and five months in the other trades. 
The Houſe being reſumed, the repart was immediately received, 
and the bill read a third time, paſſed, and | ſens to the Lords, 9 1 
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wats. W: dneſday, May 30. 
2 WILBERFORCE addreſſed the Houſe in nearly the fol. 


lowing words: — ! riſe, Sir, to give notice of a motion which it is 
my intention to make on the ſubjeR of a recent tranſaction between 
one of His Majeſty's Miniſters and a Member of this Houſe—] 


mean the affair of Sunday laſt. 1 cannot at this moment preciſely 
| ſtate the day on which I ſhall be able to ſubmit my ſentiments on 
this ſubje& to the Houſe ; but I flatter myſelf it will be early in the 
next week, perhaps T ucſday. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid—I wiſh the honourable gentleman had in- 
formed the Houſe what the object of his intended motion is, and the 
terms in which he means to bring it forward; for it may be in his 
contemplation to move ſomething, at the difculſion of which I might 
with not to be preſent. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE replied—Really, Sir, I am not pre. 
pared to inform the Houſe of the nature of the motion of which! 
have given notice. I am myſelf but lately returned to town, and 
have not had time to conſult, in ſufficient numbers, with ſuch 
Members as I wiſh to communicate with on a ſubject which ſo 
much intereſts my feelings; and until I have done fo, it is impol- 
fible for me to determine what line of conduct I ought to purſue, 
or the terms of the motion I ought to make. At any rate, there 
will be nothing in my motion to require that the honourable gentle- 
man ſhould not attend the diſcuſſion of ir. 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL moved the third reading of 
the Land-tax Sale Bill. 

Lord SHEFFIELD ſaid, he had wiſhed the entire rejection of 
the bill; but as others ſeemed to think it worthy ſome confideration, 
he defired it might have an opportunity of being known, and for 
that purpoſe ſent into the country, there to be conſidered, and to be 
brought forward the next ſeſſion. 
known to the Country nor to that Houſe ; the fourth and laſt edi- 
tion of it has not been printed in the uſual way, with the alterations 
and additions marked ; but he could diſcover that almoſt every 
' Clauſe has undergone ſorne alteration, and he believed there wer 

ſixty new clauſes added, which never had been allowed to be dF 
_ cuſſed: and when it was urged, that there had not been an oppot- 


tunity of knowing what the clauſes were, and examining them in 1. 


Committee, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who he was for 
not to ſee in his place, refuſed that opportunity, and ſaid it would 
be juſt as convenient to diſcuſs them when the bill was engrofſed, 
and on the third reading. He repeated that the Houſe did not kno 
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the bill; that thoſe who brought it in, proved they did not under- BY 
ſtand their own meaſure by the ſtrange botchwork they have made of | Vi 
it, adding, every day the bill has been before the Houfe, many 'new | 1 
cauſes, and altering others, ſo that it is by no means the ſame as | Io | 
was firſt brought in, and conſequently unknown to the country: and, l 
indeed, the Chancellor of the Exchequer had proved in a very ex- - TR. 
. Wa. . 11 1 | 
traordinary manner, that he was unacquainted with the bill, by i" ; 
faying, that the clauſe relative to the future land tax of Scotland had 8 f 


got in without his knowledge. He then ſaid, he was greatly 
alarmed by the ſtate in which he ſaw that Houſe, where the Conſti- 
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tution intended the landed intereft ſhould prevail, but where he ſaw 1 
another intereſt predominate, and employed to lay a tax in another | if 15 
part of the community, being itſelf not only exonerated, but having „ 


1 
4 
ES 


a ſuppoſed benefit held out to induce it fo to act. If the bill is put 1 
off till next ſeſſion, the opinion of the country might be known, and ä 


the charge of forcing this meaſure improperly, and of taxing one 1 
part of the community by means of another, would be done away, $04 
as there would be an opportunity of remonſtrance: and he wiſhed RY 
the monied men alſo to have an opportunity of reffecting what a Bebe 
principle may be efiabliſhed againſt themſelves. It has been A 4 
urged, that it is juſt to ſell the preſent unequal land tax, becauſe the GP be 
owners purchaſed ir at a price accordingly ; furely it will be quite as ETD 
juſt to tell the public creditor we will pay you off at the price your WH 
ſtock coft you, and that may be eaſily aſcertained. He alſo wiſhed My x6 
that thoſe who brought in the bill might have an opportunity of more "ory wal 
reflection on the certain effect, if any conſiderable part of the land 24% | 
tax ſhould be purchaſed. Money is not to be taken from the funds, "IS 
of but is to be inveſted there. Thoſe who have money in mortgage 1 
n, or bond will tear it from the creditor, who will not be able to bor- YE 
for tow'it elſewhere. The country will be diſturbed in the higheſt 18 
be degree; every branch of manufacture and agriculture will ſuffer; 1. 
not WF improvement of every kind muſt ceaſe ; and thoſe manufacturers "74 
di- who now continue their trade without profit for the ehance of better Ne a 
os times, muſt give it up. He did not mean now to complain of the T4 
ery inereaſe of the aſſeſſed taxes, but he complained that thoſe who are 5 5 
ere not able to pay theſe enormous taxes out of their income without 18 
dil breaking up their eſtabliſhments, will now be prevented from any 7 
pot- chance of borrowing 'money to pay them 3 the taxes will not be vt 
in Paid, and all means of relief for every branch of buſineſs will be . 


cut off. He moſt farther obſerve, that the extraordinary reſource 
held out to the landed man, namely, that he ſhall fell a part of his 
eſtate to enable him to purchaſe his land tax, would, if it ſhould taxe 
place ina conſiderable degree, bring fo much land to market, as to re- 
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duce the price extremely. Suppoſing only one quarter of the land taxt 
be purchaſed by that means, it would bring ten millions worth of lang 
to market; and this ſacrifice of the land is to be made merely for 
the chance of fome doubtful advantage to the funds. It is ſaid we 
ſhould not make diſtinctions between landed and monied intereſt, 
and many fine things are ſaid of their being one and the ſame ; but 
it is thoſe who bring forward this unconſtitutional meaſure that 
ereate the diſtinction ; and thoſe who diſapprove are obliged to point 
out the extravagance of offering to ſale forty millions worth of land 
without the approbation of the owners, the injuſtice and partiality 
of it, and alſo its inefficiency in reſpect to anſwering the intended 
purpoſe. He concluded by ſaying it was not the time for repeating 
the innumerable objections to the bill, and to the ſeveral clauſe, 
and moved, that inftead of the word “ now, the words * this 
day three months“ might be inſerted. | | 
Mr. JOLLIFFE ſeconded the motion: he conſidered it as a de- 
ceirful, fraudulent, and unjuſt meaſure. He condemned the prin- 
ciple of ſelling what was only an annual gift from the landed in- 
tereſt, and was convinced that the meaſure would be inefficient to its 
avowed object. The ſtockholder would not transfer ſtock paying 6 
per cent. into another fund paying only 5 per cent. 
landholder'purchaſcd the tax on his own eſtate, the purchaſe money 
muſt be drawn from agricultural improvements, to the general de- 
triment of the public intereſt. But the chance was he could not 
do ſo; for, as nothing was fo certain as the gratitude of the foll, 
whatever money was laid out upon its improvement, was ſure to be 
returned with great and abundant intereſt. For this reaſon, he ſe- 
conded the motion of the noble Lord. 
Sir RICHARD CARR GLYN ſaid, it was not his intention 
to have troubled the Houſe with any obſervations on the bill; be 
confeſſed he was impreſſed with confiderable aſtoniſhment that 
' gentlemen of high reſpeQability and known attachment to their 
country ſhould ſo decidedly and warmly oppoſe the meaſure ; this 
circumſtance had induced him again and again to turn over the bill, 
to examine its clauſes, to conſider its principle, its object and pio- 
bable effect; the more he had done fo, the more he was convinced 
that the bill was highly neceſſary under the preſent financial circum- 
ſtances of the country, and would in its progreſs be attended wich 
very beneficial effects to the nation. 


Theſe are times when it behoves gentlemen not to be tenacious 


of partial advantages, but to look to the general welfare of the 


country ; theſe. are times when illiberal diſtinctions between he | 
landed property and the commercial intereſt ought not to be urge 
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we have one common intereſt, and it behoves us to conſider the beſt 
means of bringing into action the credit and the property of the 
country without great or material injury to thoſe individuals who 
poſſeſs that property: on this principle he will be ready on a future 
occaſion to ſupport any propoſition for an equal tax upon property 
of every denomination, provided Parliament is not called upon to 
break its faith with the public ereditor. p 

The public credit of the country, after a long and expenſive 
war, requires ſupport ; and it can only be ſupported by great and 
extraordinary efforts, like the preſent under conhderation. Te. 

The value of the public funds demands at all times the regard 
and attention of every gentleman of the Legiſlature, whether he be 
a proprietor of the funds or not: in time of war it claims our at- 
tention, becauſe the reſources by which a commercial country muſt 
carry on war are chiefly derived from the ſale of public annuities. : 

The depreciation of the public funds during the laſt ycar was a 
circumſtance of very ſerious conſideration. To prevent a till 
greater depreciation, and to raiſe the value of the funds, was an object 
worthy the attention cf a great and active Miniſter. 
the attention of Farliament was called by the Aſectied-tax Bill, 
which was a great and extraordinary meaſure of finance; to that 
object the attention of this Houſe is again called by the preſent 
meaſure, which is another great and extraordinary meaſure of 
finance; ſome gentlemen have objected to the former meaſure; 
others to the preſent bill; and there are gentlemen who have ob- 
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of thoſe gentlemen, this concluſion' may be drawn from their 
conduct, that they muſt think .the reſources of the country ample 


and ſuthcient to carry the country through all its difficulties without 


any great or extraordthary effort whatever, or they would not oppoſe 
every meaſure which is brought forward to ſtrengthen the credit, 
and to augment the reſourees of the country— it is fortunate for the 
country thoſe gentlemen are not at the head of its finances |! 

With regard to the preſent bill, it has already produced much 
advantage to the country; previous to the rumour of this meaſure, 
the 3 per cent. annuities were at 47. per cent. ; there was at that 
time every reaſon to ſuppoſe, in the opinion of men converſant-in 
the fluctation of the funds, that they would be conſiderably lower. 
The eireumſtanee of the charaQer of the enemy, the great and ac- 
tive preparations made by the enemy for the avowed purpoſe of in- 
vading the country, the circumſtance of the certainty of a eonſider- 


To that object 


Je&cd to both meaſures. Without preſuming to queſtion the actions 


able addition to the public debt by the loan, were teaſons ſufficient: - 
0 induce. perſons to think they would be much depreciated, and 
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would have fallen as low as 45 per cent. This may be conſidered 
as conjecture; it- is opinion ſubmitted to the judgement of the 
Houſe and of the Country ; it is opinion ftated before by many 
gentlemen converſant in the operation of the funds, that if this mea. 
ſure, or ſome meaſure fimilar to this in effect, had not been brought 
forward, the 3 per cent. annuities muſt have been fold to the loan 
contractor at 45 per cent. The Houſe will recolle& they were 
x fold to the loan contractor at upwards of 48 per cent. Here there 
was a gain to the public of 3 per cent. on every 100l. ſtock, 
making on the whole loan a gain of upwards of one million of 
ſtock. If this meaſure during diſcuffion has thus benefited the 
country, what may we expect from it if the Legiſlature ſhould paſs 
it into a law? What may we expect from it, when in its operation 
we ſhall find from ſixty to ſeventy millions of the public debt has 
been annihilated ? | 

It has been faid that a land fund will be created equal in amount 
to the debt annihilated ; but let it be recollected, that a land fund 
from its nature is not capable of frequent transfer; that the money 
locked up in a land fund will become fixed capital; that a land 
fund will not abſorb the circulating capital of the country ; the cir- 
culating capital of the country will then remain the fame after tie 
operation of this act as it did before. Let the Houfe then judge 
what muſt be the effect of the ſame amount of cizculating capital 
operating upon the public funds reduced by ſixty or ſeventy millions; 
ie. muſt raiſe the funds, it muſt facilitate the financial operations of 
the country, in caſe the country is unfortunately obliged *o carry on 
the war. Ee. 

He would not detain the Houſe by enteripe ite the reaſons 
which induce him to think that this meaſure will prove benefictal 
to the land proprietor ; he would only ftäte, 920 if a perſon was fo 


buy into the funds at the preſent price, and transfer his ſiock for 


the redemption of land tax, he would buy that land tax at leſs than 
ſeventeen years and three quarters purchaſe. This was a ſubject 
of private advantage. The bill muſt ſtand or fall upon public 
grounds ; he thought it beneficial to the country ; he had therciore 
ſupported it in all its ſtages, and he ſhould now vote againſt the 
amendment for delaying it. | 

Mr. RASHLEIGH obje ed to the clauſes allowing guardians 
and truſtees to ſell the freehold to purchaſe the land tax. 

Mr. JONES ſaid, the land tax was an annual fund for the pe- 
ment of a ſtanding army—to perpetuate the tax, was to per petuate 
a ſtanding army. | 44 
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Mr. S. LEFEVRE always conſidered the land tax as a very 
unequal tax, and therefore heard with pleaſure this meaſure pro- 
poſed. Whatever difference of opinion might exiſt among land- 
holders, they muſt all be glad to relieve their eſtates from a burden, 
and that was an object this bill would enable them to effect. He 
hoped this would form a precedent for relieving eſtates from all 
feudal burdens, which were frequently vexatious to' the perſons 
owing them, and no advantage to the perſons receiving them. Ad- 
mitting the fact, that the landed intereſt ſacrificed ſomething, this 
was the time in which ſacrifice was neceſſary. Without entering 
upon the queſtion of a new land tax, it was certain that land could 
bear a greater burden if neceſſary, and it was clear that the prefent 
unequal land tax ought to be done away. The bill would com- 
pletely effect that purpoſe ; and, as he conceived; give additional 
ſtability to public credit ; it therefore had his moſt cordial ſupport. 

Mr. MARTIN was ready to give it his ſupport, if he was ſure 
it would have the good effect contended for. 

Mr. BIDDULPH ſaid, the bill was unconſtitutional, and, if 
perſevered in, a.moſt atrocious fraud. | 

The honourable Mr. PLERREPOINT fd, that feeling the 
ſame ſentiments which he had always done, he could not let the bill 
paſs without his proteſt againſt it. Selling a tax was a new prin- 
ciple, and particularly objectionable at this time; it was very unfair 
to the landed proprietary, He conceived the Miniſter did not, nor 
could not mean to haraſs-any claſs of unoffending men; and this 
bill would moſt certainly haraſs and vex the ſmall landed proprietor. 
He was unacquainted with the financial tendency of the meaſure; 
but he underſtood from thoſe who were acquainted with that ſubject, 
that it was likely to prove deluſive. It appeared to him, that the 


faireſt way would be to aboliſh the preſent land tax, and lay an ad- 


ditional equal rate to what amount might be deemed neceſſary. He 


had hitherto ſupported Miniſters, from a conviQion that they were 


right ; but in this bill he muſt oppoſe them, and agree- in the mo- 
nion of the noble Lo rx. 


Mr. WIGLEY enumerated a number of Rk, nan in . 


dill, and thought more time ought to be allowed for the conſidera- 


tion of them. 


Mr. Wigley then urged the motion; ſpr-the FEW as * as wok 
ſeted to the principle of the bill. It was unconſtitutional to admit 


thoſe to be Commiſſioners. of the land tax who held ſeats in that 
Houſe, as it. would become . an additional object of patronage and 
influence to the Miniſter ; 3 the bill alſo went to render that tax per- 
Fetual which was now voted annually, and held a check upon the 
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Mar 3c 
' Miniſter, and if not fold, as was a matter of uncertainty, this mea. upon a 
ſure could not be productive of any advantaſggge. Howe ve 
Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL defended the bill, and argued however 
for the third reading of it. To poſtpoône it, could have no other liberty te 
effect than to defeat the meaſure entirely ; and he thought it would will agre 
be fairer, if that was the object of any gentleman, freely to avoy it. eoncurre 
The policy of the meaſure had. been repeatedly diſcuſſed, and ably country, 
- defended ;' it had been generally acknowledged, and a diſpoſition amy of th 
manifeſted in the country to adopt it. He denied that the effed a great 
of "this meaſure was to remove any conſtitutional check on the dif. about to 
pofition of the annual revenue arifing from the land tax, becauſe occalion, 
there was a proviſion in the bill to ſecure another fund to the fame antient v 
"purpoſe ; this equivalent revenue would be equally liable to an an- called a. 
nual vote of Parliament, and deſigned to give the fame conſtity. a bill for 
tional check. He denied that the appointment of Commiſſioner: of a piec 
was an object of patronage, or that it ought to difqualify Member for a cor 
from fitting in that Houſe ; he thought that the proper execution af demands. 
the act ſhould be veſted in the moſt reſpectable, and beſt informed of this. « 
perſons,” as were the Members of that Houſe: and to delay the Bhi - P*culiarly 
meaſure would'prove'a great inconvenience to many gentlemen who WI u impoſ 
had already made proviſion to make the purchaſe, With regard io liable to, 
the idea which had been ſuggeſted, of making an equal charge upon Church, t 
all property, he confidered it to be perfeRly chimerical ; but n culture, t. 
equal charge upon income, he thought might be practicable, ad wen Cay 
what he hoped to fee done. e ene they pay 
Mr. JONES faid, he would vote for the amendment, as the dle to tal 
meaſure required the utmoſt deliberation, from its being ſo extremely imereſts. 
complicatec . „ E exiſt, I. 
Mr. DENISON complained that the bill would have an injv n inter 
nous tendency with reſpect to; gentlemen of landed property, who public, 
would be kept under the hatches during its operation. Add 9 be raiſed | 


"which, that after March 179, thoſe who had not been able to 
| Tedte their land, would be expoſed to the public eye, which he 
conhdered à great hardſhip. He foreſaw that a freſh land tax wi 

Inte ech to be the reſult of this meaſure; better to have impoſed 
old thilting in the pound to the exiſting land tax. No men of 
landed property who are not alſo monied men, would be able to . 

deem their tax; it would alſo cauſe a large capital of the country ! 

be locked up. On all theſe accounts he wiſhed the meaſure to be pot 
poned, to give the country further time to approve or diſapprove of i 

Sir FRANCIS BURDETT ſpoke nearly as follows—Altho 

I am not much in the habit of troubling the Houſe with any obſe- 
vations of mine, I cannot refrain from delivering my ſentimem 


% 


* 


upon a queſtion ſo intereſting to the landholders of this country. 
However much gentlemen may differ with me on other ſubjects— 
however much they may diſapprove of thoſe general principles of 
liberty to which I have declared my attachment hope that they 


will agree with me on the preſent occaſion. In order to ſecure that 


concurrence of ſentiment which is ſo neceſſary for the benefit of the 
country, I ſhall confine myſelf to the queſtion, and not touch upon 
any of thoſe points on which my opinions are different from thoſe of 
a great portion of the Houſe. © Look well to the ſtep you are 
about to take,” is a trite maxim, but a juſt one ; and on. the preſent 
occalion, I would repeat it to all landholders—Let us ſtand on the 
antient way, and. look to the proſpet before us. This may be 


called a bill for redeeming the land tax; but it is nothing leſs than 


a bill for confiſcating all the landed property of the country. It is 
of a piece with the plundering fyſtem of His Majeſty's Miniſters ; 
for a corrupt- and extravagant Government knows no bounds to its 
demands. But let us look t the real fituation of the landholder 
of this country. Let us conſider the many burdens he is already 
peculiarly ſubjected to. In addition to the land tax, he pays ſeve- 
rl impoſitions which the other elaſſes of the community are not 
liable to pay. The landbolders,| befides the land tax, pay the 
Church, tythes and poor's rates. The duty on horſes uſed in agri- 
culture, too, falls upon the Jandholders. The burden of the Yoe- 
men Cavalry falls excluſively upon them; and at the ſame time 
they pay their proportion of every other tax that is impoſed. It is 
ile to talk of making a diſtinction between the landed and monied 
mtereſts. We do not make it. The diſtindtion does and muſt 
exit, It would be well if gentlemen looked a little more to their 
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oon intereſt ; for that is the beſt way of ſecuring the intereſt of the 
ho WY public. There are many other means by which money could 


be raiſed for the public, befides this. The ſale of the Crown lands 


which, in a war peculiarly ſtyled a war for religion, appears to me 


nas a very proper one, is the revenue of the Church. This is a ſquree 
el which I think might very well afford ſomething for the relief of the 
e untry. I ſhall mention another method of procuring money for 
re- the exigencies of the State, which readily preſents itſelf; that is, the 
o bolition, during the war at leaſt, of all ſinecure places and penſions, 
oft- nd impoſing a tax on all emoluments. If any of theſe means were 


tlorted to, it would prove more efficient than the preſent meaſure, 

ad would make no addition to the diſtreſs of the country The 

burdens on the landholder are already too great. He is unable to 

keep his place in ſoeiety— while new men, who grow in wealth as 
11 2 93 22 | 


would produce a much larger ſum. Another object of ſupply, 
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the country deelines, are every day riſing round him; while public 
rewards are not given for any good done to the country, and while 
the only means he has left of repairing a decayed fortune are, to 
diſgrace himſelf by a conſtant ſervility to the Crown, and an abject 
deſertion of the People. With regard to the conſtitutional point 
which is involved in the preſent queſtion, I ſhall make only one 
obſervation : I would aſk the Houſe, if there be no difference be- 
tween the control which it has over a caſual tax, and that which it 
has over one which is permanent like the land tax? Is there no 
difference between the landholder retaining in his own hands a di- 
rect and certain check, and his having the ſemblance of one which 
muſt be uncertain as to its extent and application? And here [ 
do not ſpeak only of that conſtitutional ch&ck Which the Parliament 
has-upon the Crown, but' that which the landholder ought to have 
over both the crown and Parliament. I ſhould not think I had 
done my duty to my country, if J heſitated to make every exertion 
in my power to prevent an evil, the extent of which no man can 
foreſee, under which the lateſt poſterity may groan, and which is 
t with ruin to civil and political liberty.” 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY faid, that he bad liſtened with 
patience to the ſeveral arguments offered in favour of the bill, but 
he had heard nothing to remove his objeQions. It was unprece- 
dented, and, in his opinion, impracticable. It would not have the 
deſired effect of raifing the funds; and it was giving up that conſti- 
tutional check which ought to be retained by the Commons againſt 
the influence of the Crown. An uncommon number of new 
clauſes and amendments had been adopted, which gentlemen had 
not an opportunity to diſcuſs ; and he thought that in candour the 
delay required could not be refuſed. 

The right honourable DUDLEY RYDER faid, the Houſe and 
country had had notice of this meaſure, even from laſt December, 
which was as long as in any other caſe. During this period the 
country had diſcovered no oppoſition to the principles of the bill, 
and though it had excited much attention; it had not ereated much 
oppoſition. So far as could be judged already, the expectation of 
the bill had produced a beneficial effect, and ſerved to keep up thc 
price of the ſtocks. What would be the conſequence of delay? It 
would produce in the country the complete effect of rejecting the 


bill. If the meaſure would give greater vigour to the reſources of 


the country, if it would tend to improve the terms of future loans, 


and eventually benefit landholders ede he e not ſee the 


n; of delaying it. 
Lord SHEFr 14 LD explained. 
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Mr. SHERIDAN would not go to any length on the ſubject; 
but contended that any Member who choſe to do ſo might diſcuſs 
any part of the detail as well as the principles. © It was an error to 
ſuppoſe that the propoſed delay would lead to defeat the bill ; it 
would indeed defeat it for the preſent ſeſſion, but the Houſe would 
be better prepared to proceed to its diſcuſſion in the next. He 
would at preſent plainly aſk the Houſe, Did they comprehend the 
bill, with its thirty-three new clauſes, added in the different ſtages 
of its exiſtence? The preſent was the fourth edition of the bill 
editio multo auftior, ſed non emendatior. One thing he was ſure of, 
that no work ſo unpopular as this, ever run through ſo many editiens in 
fo ſhirt a time. The right honourable the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, whoſe abſence this day was truly unaccountable, never 
came down to the Houſe without a large bundle of additional clauſes 
in his hand. In every ſtage of it were made different amendments. 
For his own part, he had attended ſeveral of the diſcuſſions, and 
had read the bill twice, but at length gave it up in deſpair, as there 
was no end to its variations. He came down this day, prepared 
with ſeveral objections to its detail; but found it would be fruitleſs 
to urge them, when he heard that there ſtill remained to be added 
twenty-four new clauſes, beſide ſeveral amendments. The clerk, 
it was ſaid, had made ſome miſtakes; and it was to him ſurpriſing 
that the miſtakes were not ſtill more numerous. He would make 


a fair propofition to the Houſe—Let no gentleman vote this night 


who did not underſtand the bill. Let all thoſe go out who did not 
comprehend it perfectly, and in that caſe he believed the Solicitor 
General himſelf could not ſtay behind Let them then count the 
Houſe, and the queſtion would be ſoon decided. The bill was, in fact, 
like the Mouſe in the Granary, which ſwelled to ſuch a ſize, that it 
could not get out again. A learned gentleman had even confeſſed, 


that to underſtand the law proviſions of it, would require a Barriſter 


of five years landing; what then was to be expected from untutored 
men in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time? The new clauſes were acknowledged 
to be brought in for the purpoſe of meeting the objections that were 
made againft the meaſure ; and this was at leaſt an admiſſion that 
the bill was originally defective. If ſo, what ſceurity had they that 
the new clauſes were not equally defective? and did not this afford 
an argument in favour of delay? It was a feeble argument to ſay 
that delay would retard the receipt of the firſt inſtalments ; for it 
was confeſſed that the neeeſſary preparations for carrying it into 
effect, would require, at the very leaſt, ten months longer. The 
Solicitor General had ſtated, that great preparations had already been 
made, ſo that they muſt require twelve months in all—a ſufficient 
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proof of its importance, and a good reaſon for the Houſe not to be 
precipitate. Suppofing, as he believed would turn out to be the 
fact, that its execution would be found impracticable; if once Par. 
liament paſſed it, there was. no retreat, except one (which ſhould 
ever be avoided), through a breach of public faith. The names of 
thoſe who were unable to purchaſe would be known to the world; 
and a great and cruel hardſhip conſiſted in this — that to avoid the 
ſhame of this diſcloſure, a landed gentleman would be obliged to 
{11 off a part of his antient family inheritance, in order to enable 
him to cope with the monicd men. In a conſtitutional point of 
view, alſo, it was highly objeQionable ; for did it not add any 
thing to the influence of the Crown to have the collection or diſtti- 
bution of ſuch'a ſum as 250,000], paſs through the hands of, Mem- 
bers of Parliament? This led him to ſpeak of the ſubſtitution that 
was propoſed for the check which Parliament had in retaiving the 
land tax within its own hands, by only voting it annually. Landed 
property was the qualification neceſſary for a Member of Parliament; 
and it added to the dignity of that Houſe to have it known and felt, 
that, in voting the land tax, they were voting what was herr own, ex- 
clufively of the other kind of property diffuſed over the country. He 
was of opinion that an amicable emulation might properly ſubſiſt 
between the landed and commercial intereſts ; but as the greateſt 
preſſure was already on the land, it was unjuſt to make that preſ- 
' ſure perpetual. In opening this ſubject, the Miniſter ſaid, that 
no one could expect the land tax would be repealed. He, on the 
contrary, looked upon the repeal of it always as a very probable 
event. A tax upon land he held to be the very worſt mode of 
taxation; and when he was Secretary to the Treaſury, he was pre- 
paring a plan for redueing the land tax 18. in the pound. This 
was a circumſtance well known to the noble Duke who then preſided 
at the head of the Treaſury. Let us, then, obſerve the reduction 
now every where making in conſequence of the new aſſeſſments, 
and then conſider whether land can bear any additional burdens. If 
a new land tax ſhould, however, be propoſed, he was of opinion 
that it ſhould not be an equal land tax, but a tax on the proportion- 
ate rate of income which men might poſſeſs. Would it be con- 
tended that a tax of 45. in the pound was not more ſeverely felt by 
the valuable claſs of gentlemen poſſeſſing from 1,000). to 7,500]. 
2 year, than by the rich land owner who might have 20,000l..0t 
30% .? From the latter you take nothing put what his for- 
tone enables hich 10 ſpare, the former you deprive of his moſt g. 
ſential comforts; and that reſpect in the eyes of his inferiors on ths 
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be cruel to place the reſpectable gentleman of ſmall 8 in a 
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ſervants, horſes, and other aſſeſſed taxes, amounting to 1361. his 
real income would be no more than 441. The man of funded 
property, for his 5, oool. would have an annual income of Zool.; 

and though he lived in as good a houſe as the landed man, his taxes 
being only 661. a year,. his real income would be 2341. a year. He 


ſtate of balancing between different deprivations for himſelf and his 1 
family — whether he ſhould retain his coach to viſit and go to ; Ml 
church in of a Sunday ; or whether he ſhould reſtrain himſelf from | 1 
giving his children a liberal education, and placing them in reſpec- 1 
table and honourable ſituations? The Houſe muſt feel that per- 145 
ſons of the deſeription he alluded to were under very great difficul- boil | 
ties already; but to ſhew the Houſe the diſadvantages of landed ot £1! : 
compared with other property, he would read to them a calculation, WE: 1 
which, however ſtrong it might appear, was nevertheleſs accurate. 1 
He would ſuppoſe three perſons, poſſeſſed each of 5, oool. which | $} 1 
the one inveſts in the purchaſe of land, the ſecond in the funds, and R It 
the third in mortgages. The i income of the landed man would be it f 

: 1801. ; out of which, when he paid his land tax, cart tax, houſe, 9 

| my 


e 
— 1 8 gy; 5 
ay 1 » 
- e 8. 7 5 % x 79% 
PPP n 
CIO 4 , _ ee W. 
7 » A — >. 
2 DB, > 
« 
5 - a p ——_— 
bd a —— —— >" 
— — — — — 


4 whoſe property lay in mortgages, would alſo have a eonſiderable ad- 
t vantage over the landed man. Upon all thoſe grounds, Mr. Sheri- 
/ dan ſaid he was for the amendment, and deferring the third 


reading for three months. 


a Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, if the meaſure, upon ful diſcuſ- 


* ſion, was thought to be adviſeable, it was adviſeable to preſs it im- 
le mediately : if any objections to the principle could have been made, 
of they ought to have been made at a former ſtage of the bill. The 
a honourable gentleman had argued that the introduction of ſo many 
us new clauſes ſhould furniſh ground for delay. Undoubtedly, in 
ed every meaſure of magnitude like the preſent, new clauſes muſt be 
Ns introduced ; but 'did the honourable gentleman mean to contend 
ts, that theſe ney clauſes had introduced any new principle? If not, 
if the arguments of the honourable gentleman muſt be groundleſs. 
jon Theſe clauſes, in fact, contained no new principle ; they were 
on- 


merely clauſes in the detail to carry the proviſions of the bill into 
effect. There could be no ground for farther delay; the bill had 
been printed laſt week; and on the day fixed for the third reading, 
gentlemen wiſhing to diſcuſs the bill were told by his right honour- 
able friend not then preſent (Mr. Pitt) that farther time would not 
be given, In ſhort, there never was a meaſure which had had a 
more ample or a more full diſeuſſion allowed ; and from this he was 
warranted in inferring that it was a meaſure which had met wit . 
the ſanction and approbation of the country at large. W ith reſpedt | 


\ 
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to the conſtitutional part of the queſtion, and the affertion of the oY 
Honourable gentleman, that the land tax was the conſtitutional ſecu- with r. 
' rity of the country, when the circumſtances of the country would null ar 
admit of its repeal, what then, according to the arguments of the Th 
honourable gentleman, would become of the conſtitutional ſecurity ? could 7 
The conſtitutional ſecurity, he contends, would remain the fame Mr. 
then as at the preſent moment, and there would be the ſame ſecurity but wit 
to the public creditor. He denied that land was taxed in any without 
greater degree than any other object: it was not true that all taxes in intre 
fell upon land excluſively; land was no more taxed in proportion ſaid mi 
to other property, than as other property became a part of expendi- Afte 
ture. As the bill would be productive of much good and no poſſi vided « 
ble harm, as the clauſes introduced were merely to carry into effect Noes, 
the original principle, as this principle hag been in agitation ever 
fince the 2d of April, and the opinion of the country was not againſt I 
it, he eould ſee no ſolid arguments that could be urged againſt its 
being carried into immediate effect. 5 
Mr. JOLLIFFE explained. | 
Mr. NICHOLLS recalled to the recolleQion of the Houſe 
what were the advantages, as propoſed by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, to be derived from the meaſure—ſeventy-two millions ; The 
of z per cent. flock was to be purchaſed, which, upon our preſent bve ſtag 
rate of expenditure, would again be added in the fame year. He had fo comr 
objections alſo to ſeveral of the clauſes ; one of theſe went to give mittee t. 
the.copyholder a right to fell timber; if he had not this right be- chair, 
fore, the bill was giving away that which belonged to the lord of the The! 
manor. This bill broke into family ſettlements, and introduced a neral gro 
variety of evils before unknown. He aſked, if it was proper to ktuations 
introduce a meaſure big with ſuch monſtrous evils, merely to enable and in ſor 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to make his loans? and concluded hi Pant or 
with urging delay on account of the PIT of miſchief which it to their 
the bill would introduce. be over 1 
Mr. DICKENSON faid, the country was well fatisfied with Wi en the 
the principle of the bill; and gentlemen of ſmall landed eſtates, tne bill i 
who were previouſly averſe to the funding ſyſtem, had latter y * diff 
purchaſed in the ſtocks, for the purpoſe of redeeming their land * hs 
tax. WY OO 
The queſtion was then put on Lord Sheffield's motion: * TEA 
Ayes; 33 5 Nos, 135. as th 
The bill was then read a third time, and em ſme 
Mr. SHERIDAN moved a clauſe, to the effect, that if this uh to re, 
bill were e before the 2 72 of March, I 17 99, all _ ben wy 
| x hours | 


| Vor. VI 


May 31. DERBA TES. 249 


with reſpe& to this tax, made in the interim, ſhould be regarded as 
null and void. 

The honourable D. RYDER oppoſed this clauſe, as the Houſe 
could repeal any law if ſuch repeal ſhould be deemed expedient. 

Mr. SHERIDAN replied, that this bill could not be repealed 
but with the conſent of perſons who might have made their bargains, 
without a violation of public faith ; it was therefore his intention, 
in introducing this clauſe, to do that with notice which Mr. Ryder 
faid might be done without. 

After a few words from Mr. H. BROWNE, the Houſe di- 
vided on the clauſe brought up by Mr. Sheridan : Ayes, 18 ; 
Noes, 110. = 85 | 


* 


HOUSE OF .LORDS. 


Thurſday, May 31. 


= tive ſtages ; among theſe was the Sheep-paſturing Bill, which ſtood 
4 for eommittal. Accordingly the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Com- 
1 mittee thereon; and Lord WALSINGHAM having taken the 
chair : 

e. ; f | 

* The Duke of NORFOLK objected to the bill, firſt, upon ge- 


Ve neral grounds, as, though its effects might be calculated for ſome 


% WEB ffvations in the country, yet in others it would operate injuriouſſy, 


ble and in ſome diſtricts it was unneceſſary. The meaſure was an im- 
ded portant one, and very queſtionable; and in this view, he ſubmitted 
ich it to their Lordſhips, whether it would not be better to let the bill 


he over until the next ſeſſion, when they could be better informed 
upon the ſubject, and know better how to remedy the evils which 
the bill affected to remove. However, ſhould the Committee 
think differently, and their Lordſhips determine to proceed with the 
bill, he would endeavour to amend one of the clauſes in particular, 
Which he thought highly objectionable : he alluded to that proviiion 
Wich went to empower any man to lay informations before a Ma- 
Piltrate, that any particular flock or flocks of ſheep contained among. 
dem {me infected ones; and the perſon fo informing, was autho- 
ed to receive a. warrant from the Magiſtrate for ſeizing and ſepa- 
pang them from the reſt, in order to impound them ; previous to 
hich laſt proceeding only, he was to give to the owner of the flock 
x hours notice. He thought ſuch a proviſion would operate as 2 
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The ſeveral bills before the Houſe were forwarded in their reſpee- 
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peculiar hardſhip upon the ſheep-owners, and imagined that the no- 
tice ſhould be given to the owners fix hours before the informer be- 
gan his proceſs of ſeparating and driving the infected ſheep. 

Lord DE DUNSTANVILLE obſerved, that ſuch an altera. 
tion would entirely do away the effe& of the moſt efficient clauſe in 
the whole bill. Were the notice to be given previouſly to the 
owners, he would aſk, what would prevent the owners from taking 
away the infected ſheep themſelves, for a day, or ſome ſhort ſpace of 
time, and then returning them again into the body of the flock? 
His Lordſhip then defended the bill generally, and ſaid that regu- 
lations of the kind were much wanted: he inſtanced ſeveral parts 


of the country, where a conſiderable mortality prevailed among the 


flocks in conſequence of the precautions enforced by the bill not be- 
ing taken, and where the wool had been materially damaged in ſome 
caſes, though the life of the animal was preſerved. He was of 
opinion that the bill ought to paſs this ſeſſion ; but had no objection 
to a delay in its progreſs for a few days, in order that any point 
which, on mature deliberation, may be found really objectionable, 
ſhould be amended. | = 

After ſome converſation the Chairman was directed to report 
progreſs, and aſk leave to fit again ; and, the Houſe reſuming, the 
Committee was ordered to fit again on Wedneſday next. * 

Lord HOLLAND obſerved, that purſuant to a notice he had 
given ſome days back, it had been his intention to move for a bill 
to extend the benefits of the Habeas-corpus Act to the caſe of Mr. 
O'Connor - but he now conceived that his intended motion could 
prove of no avail to the gentleman whoſe ſituation it regarded, as he 
was now in Ireland, where he might be made the object of new 
profecution. He till retained the ſame opinion reſpecting the cir- 
cumſtances which occurred at Maidſtone immediately after the late 
trials, as he had before expreſſed. This, perhaps, was not the 
moſt auſpicious moment for bringing Mr. O'Connor's caſe under 
parliamentary diſcuſſion. Such was his ſentiments on that point for 
the preſent moment, though at a future one he might attempt to call 
their Lordſhips' attention to it. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thurſday, May 31. 
Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL roſe, purſuant to the notice 


he had given on a former day, to move for leave to bring in a bill 
for more effectually preventing perſons who were. the ſubjects of His 
Majeſty, during the preſent war, from voluntarily repairing to 
France, or any other country not in amity with His Majeſty ; from 
remaining in thoſe countries ; and from carrying on any correſpon- 
dence with perſons living there. He then obſerved, that as early 
as the reign of Queen Anne, and as late as that of George II. acts 
had been made with a view ſimilar to that of the meaſure he then 
propoſed ; and in the preſent ſtate of affairs it was of the higheſt 
importance to prevent any of His Majeſty's ſubjects from correſ- 
ponding with the enemy, or continuing to reſide in the enemy's 
country. It was his intention, if his motion was agreed to, to 
bring up the bill on that day, in order io have it printed. Leave 
being given, he then brought up the bill, which was read a fuſt 
time, ordered to be printed, and to be read a ſecond time on Wed- 
neſday next. 


The Houſe having reſumed the farther conſideration of the 


Land-tax Bill, | 
Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL propoſed a clauſe, which went 


to charge perſons who ſhould redeem their land tax with any future 


land tax that might take place; as it was probable there might be 


an increaſe of the tax in conſequence; of the improvement that 
would take place in the land by the redemption. 

Mr. BUXTON oppoſed the clauſe; and the Houſe having di- 
vided upon it, there appeared againſt it, 43 ; for it, 40. 

The new clauſes brought up on a former day being agreed to, 
the bill was read a third time, and paſſed. | : 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee to confider of 
the duties on hats, | | : 

Mr. ROSE obſerved, that thoſe duties had . been lately evaded 
by perſons making and uſing hats of different materials from thoſe 
on which the tax had firſt been laid. He therefore moved it, as the 
Onion of the Committee, that the rates of duties payable on hats, 
ſhould extend to all hats, caps and bonnets, of whatever materials 
they were made, except cotton or woollen, chip or ſtraw, which re- 
lolution was agreed to. | 
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To the honourable the 


April 1798. 


Ditto by ditto 


Surplus of letter money 
Hawkers and pedlars 


DEBATES. 255 


Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, in Par- 
liament aſſembled. 


An ACCOUNT of the Income of, and Charges upon, the CON- 
SOLIDATED FUND, for the Quarter ended the 5th of 


INCOME. 


5 . 

— — 570,528 8 11 
1,030,654 9 34 
229,096 0 & 
121,696 © 3 


Letter money, by act 37 Geo. III. C. 102,039 0 © 
oO o 


3 
Hackney coaches and chairs — 5,500 o 
Houſes and windows — —— 65,402 4 gz 
Inhabited houſes — 26,983 5 10 
Horſes — — — 31,308 10 fog 
Male ſervants —— — — 18,336 10 34 
Four-wheeled carriages — U 21,685 7 5 
Two-wheeled carriages —— — 5,140 15 94 
6d, per lib. on penſions — — 13,000 © © 
1s. ditto on falaries — — 38,498 14 4 
Seixures — 12,884 9 4 
Profers — e e 26 15 Kr 
Compoſitions — —— — 2 6 $ 
Alum mines — — 480 0 0 
Rent of a light-houſe — — 6 13 4 
Britiſh ſpirits, 1791 —_— — 33-047 © 0 
Foreign ditto — — AT 37,478 0 © 
Game duty — — — 4,103 © o 
Sugar — — 10,714 15 44 
10l. per cent. — — 9.687 5 5 
Britiſh ſpirits, 1794 — — — 33.777 0 © 
Foreign ditto — — — 30,290 0 @ 
Attornies articles bon — 3.693 © 0 
ſs — — — 11,480 © © 
Bricks and tiles (exciſe) — — 5.345 0 © 
itto (cuſtoms) : | 
Ditto (exciſe) — — 18,750 ©. © 
Surplus of ditto 8 —_ 22,016 0 © 
dates and ſtones — — 8 or 


Spirit licences 3 
Surplus of ditto — 


Bills and receipts, 1791 
Surplus of ditto * 
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. . . ® ; L. Fo d, 
Britiſh ſpirits, anno 1795 — 3 33,728 0 0 
Foreign ditto — — — 30,499 0 o 
Cocoa, &C. — I—— — 6,200 © 0 
Tea | 88 m"_ 46,536 o 0 
Coals, &c. — — — 1,729 10 3 
Fruit, ſilk, &c. — — 8,599 7 61 
Hair- powder certificates — — e 0 
Wines — . 85 — 70,875 9: 8 
Sweets — — 944 © o 
Ship policies — — — 12,172 0 0 
Receipts 2 — — 1,907 0 © 
Stamps — — 9.740 0 0 
Tobacco, &c. — —— 51,638 © 0 
Horſe- dealers licences —— — 139 0 0 
Salt — — 8,000 © © 
Additional 10l. per cent. — — 10,881 12 14 
Horſes — — 20,159 18 ;3 
28. additional on ditto © — — 13,845 7 11 
Wine (cuſtoms) ——— — — 56,554 16 0 
Ditto (exciſe) — — 1 0 0 
Sweets 3 185 288 2 
Hats — — L. 2,369 17 9 
Surplus of ditto” — — „ 8-3 
POS e 14,751 O O 
Legacies to complete to roth October 1797, and in | 
part to 5th January 1798 — — — 21,431 0 O 
Surplus of ditto 
Dogs — — — Fes 
Sugar, bricks, &c. 1797 — 12070 3 5 
Bricks (exciſe) — — 2,407 © o 
Cocoa ——— ——— 1,5709 © o 
Tea — — $3,146 © o 
Britiſh ſpirits — — 34-804 0 o 
Foreign ditto © — — 30.310 0 o 
Stage coaches —— — I4,7iz 0 0 
Auctions — —— 9.443 0 o 
Deeds — — — 120,864 o o 
Pepper —— — — — 10,352 18 5 
Additional 20l. per cent. — — — 23,800 0 0 
Horſes — — — 2,000 o. 0 
Houſe?ekk(ſ — — 1,900 © © 
Wrought plate — — 0-5. 4 
Clocks and watches —— — 2,300 © o 
Male ſervants | — 100 © o 
Arrears of Tazes— Shops — — os: 1 4 
| 170 Ip Female ſervants — — 00 34 $2 
Waggons — — 8 
Carts — — $ x7. 9 
53d, 48. aid, anno 1989 — 566,18 5 
ng 0”. os; ©: 2008 _ ; 
: l " FF — _ 1791 — 650 0 © 
S241 22651! 0:2: g6th - — 1792 — 1,201 5 6 
RIC LMS I de od 25) gee + Fs —_ 


wi. 


Arrea 


Impret 
vert 
Ditto | 

arm 


Ditto | 


penc 
Ditto | 


Annnitie 
Sth Ax 


—  — 


' Officers 


for 3m 
— 
5th Ap 
- N 
Per Iſt 


Per 2d 


— 


Vor. 


: wa wa 777. ß A Fr ESC 
een. Su- 


| —— 


aun of Taxes— 57th, 48. aid, anno 1793 


58th — * yo "8 
goth —. 17 % 
Goth * — 1796 — 
Malt — 1794 — 
Ditto — 798 — 
Ditto — 1798 — 


Impreſt money re-paid by Wm. Macarmick, late Go- 
vernor of Cape Breton 
Ditto by Alexander Daviſon, late commiſſary to the 
army under Lord Moira 
Ditto by Sir Thomas Shirley, Bart. for contingent ex- 
pences at Dominica 
Ditto by Henry Hughes, printer of the Journals of the 
Houſe of Commons 
Ditto by Henry Banks, on account of Governor 
Woodley 


_ * 


Ditto by the executors of J. Durand — — 


Ditto by Sir John Dalling, late Governor of Jamaica 
Ditto by Wm. Chinnery, agent for Næ South Wales 


Ditto by John Hatſell, iq. — _ 


Ditto by Abraham Newland, Eſq. overplus of intereſt 


received by the Bank on Exchequer Bills — 


Ditto by Charles Harris, on account of Erigadier- 
general Hope — 
Money paid by the Commilſioners for the fale of 


Dutch property _ — 
Ditto by Claude Scott, Eſq. on account of corn 
fold for the uſe of Government . 


Ditto by Meſſrs. Puget and Bainbridge, for intereſt on 
1,500,00cl.,' part of a loan borrowed for the uſe of 
Ireland — 


Impreft money rocpaid by Mathew Forſter, late Com- 


— 


3 Fo d. 
1,224 8 o 
1,6% 4 9 
8.1449 5 
84.865 15 24 
38 4 4 
1,120 0 ©- 
287 15 42 
466 6 8 
33 4 9 
3 
145 14 © 
27,630 11 4 
o o of 

265 6 11 
192 16 9 

Y 

£20 T5 4 
3.372 19 9 
50,000 © © 


30,000 0 0 


27,156 5 O 


nuſſary at the Leeward Iſlands —d 710 4 82 
| C. 4,306,672 5 88 
© c HAR G E. 
| BXCHEQUER. ; 
Annnities, 2- ths, for 2 and 3 lives, for 3 months, due 1 


;th April 1798 — 
3. col. per week, with the ſalaries of the 

officers of the receipt of His Myjeſty's n 

for 3 months, due ditto 
——— Anno 1706, with ditto, , for 3 months, due 

5th April 1798 
— Anno. 1707, with ditto, du ditto 

Per 1ſt act, anno 1708, with ditto, due ditto 

Fer 2d at, anno 1708, with ditto, due ditto 
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258 PARLIAMENTARY [Commoxs, 


Annuities on lives, with benefit of ſurvivorſhip, for, . . 4 


ſix months, due gth April 1798 — — 270 © 0 
◻ - on lives, in claſſes, by act 20 Geo. III. with 
ditto, for ditto, due ditto — — ann © 6 


BANK OF ENGLAND. 


On their capital of 3, 200, oool. at 31. per cent. per 
annum, for 3 months, due 12th February 1798 25,000 o © 
On their capital of 500,000). at ditto, for ditto, due | 


th April 1798 — 27960 © 0D 
On ditto 1,250,000. at ditto, for ditto, due ditto 9.375 0 o 
On ditto 1,75, oosl. at ditto, for ditto, due ditto 0 
On ditto 986, Sool. at ditto, for ditto, due ditto 7,401 © o 
On ditto 4,000,000. at ditto, for ditto, due ditto 30, 474 10 101 


SOUTH-SEA COMPANY. 


Annuity at zl. per cent. and management on 
24,065, o8 fl. 13s. 115d., their preſent capital, for 
three months, due gth April 1798 


183,993 13 53 


CHIEF CASHIER of the BANK. OF ENGLAND. 
Annuity at 3 per cent. (reduced „ 


nuities) on the capital ftock of 
. e 168. 4d. for 6 months, 
ve 5th April 1 — 18,4 ” 

* of . of the ſaid 1 . : 

nuities for the ſame time, after 

abating the ſum of 1,7921. 7s. being 

after the rate of 4 5ol. per million on 

the principal ſum oi 7.966, ol. 

purchaſed by the Commiſſioners for 

reducing the national debt, before 

10th October 1797 — 8,985 1 74 


— 


| 727,480 11 3 
Annuity at 3]. per cent. 

(added to the above 

reduced annuities) on 

the capital ftock of - 


1474»7561, 188. 10d. 
FI the ſame time, to 


ſuch of the contribu- 
tors as made good their 
whole payments on 
14,500,000l., raiſed C. . 4. 
anno 1797, before the | 
7th October 1797 32,121 7 1 
Annuity at 3I per cent. 
on the capital ſtock of 
1,778,243. 18. 2d. for 
one year's annuity, to 


ſuch 
tors \ 
good 
ment 
ſaid 

but 
plete 


Annui 
anni 
30, 
Apr 

Char 
ann 
abat 
228 
purc 
redu 
10th 


Annuit 
(adde 
annui 
88. 10 
time, 
of tl 
whicl 
of na; 
celled 
378 
tled 

Annuit 
(adde 
log, 
Fn, { 
the an 


* nuitic 


propr 
chequ 
celled 
acts a1 
Annuit 
(addec 
5661, 
year ; 
nuity, 
1798, 
the an 
the pri 
&c. bi 
entitle 
to a 


DEBATES. 259 1 
ſuch. of the contribu- 1 
tors who did not make „ 
good their whole pay- #41 
ments on or before the 42861 
ſaid th October, (. . d. i ti | 
but have ſince com- 4ͤöͥö· ꝛã bi 4 
pleted the ſame $3,207 5 10 \ 5 6 k 1 


— 135,378 12 11 


7 


n Fe SET l 
FFF CN Ins ůͤ ͤ ˖ ne Fo, 
6 - 5 enen 
— k — 
Se” 


33-3 be 


| 25 862,859 4 2 i 
Annuity at 4l. per cent. (conſolidated i et 
annuities) on the capital ſtock of : 1 
36,100,000]. for 6 months, due 5th 1 
April 1798 — — $830,000 © © 1 
Charges of management of the ſaid 1 
annuities, for the ſame time, after 1 
abating 1141. 1s. 6d. for the half of 135 FR 
2281. 3s. in reſpe&t of 507,000). „ 
purchaſed by the Commiſſioners for 1 
reducing the national debt, before | 1 
10th October 1797 — 9,223 8 6 1 
TIS 
| 839,223 8 6 ! 
Annuity at 4]. per cent. 1 
(added to the above 11 
annuities) on 7 4, 8611. 1 
5s. 10d. for the ſame Shells 
time, being the amount * 
of the annuities. to 1 
which the proprietors "PE ig 
of navy, &c. bills, can= L. . d. 1 
celled purſuant to acts PLE 
37 Geo. III, are enti- 1 165 
u.. RO 66 1 
Annuity at 4l. per cent. TIN 
(added to ditto) on l 
104, 432l. 5s. 8d. for 9 we 
the ſame time, being 1 
the amount of the an- 1 


* Nuities to which the 
proprietors of Ex- 
chequer bills can- 
celled by the above | 
L. are entitled 2,088 12 11 
nnuity at 41. per cent. 
(added gy on. 
5661. 5s. Sd. for one 
year and an half an- 
nuity, due 5th April 
1798, the amount of 
the annuities to which 
the proprietors of navy, 
&c. bills cancelled are 
entitled, according 
to a certificate, dat | : 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


fince 1cth October ” 

_—_—= 33296 
Annuity at 41. per cent. 

(added to the forego- 

ing) on 1, 80, 203l. 

17s. od. tor fix 

months, due ith April 

1798, to the contribu- 

tors' who completed 

their whole payments 

on loan of 14, 00, cool. 

raiſed anno 1:97, on 

or before jth October 
nne, $5 
Annuity at 4]. per cent. 

on 1.034,736l. 28. 3d. 

for one year, due ditto, 

to ſuch of the contri- 

butars who did not 

complete their pay- 

ments at 7th October 

1797, but have ſince „ ĩð : 
completed the fame 41,389 8 103 

— 96,114 1 4 


— 


For anſwering and pay ing the annui- 
tics granted for 99, 98, 80, 78, 77, 
52, 693, 603. 651, and v44 years, 
or fix months, due 5th April 1798 455,765 19 2 
Charges of management of the ſaid an- 
nuitics ior the ſame time — 8 1% 7 4 


. 460,893 6 6 
For anſwering and pay- 

ing the anauines rant- 

ed for 033 years, for 

the ſame time, an an- 

nuity of 421. i 2s. 6d. 

part thereof being for- 

ferced —— 4 
Charges of management 

of the ſaid annuities 
for the ſame time ri 


10, 406 19 3 

For anſwering and pay- N 
ing the annuttics grant- 
ed by act 37 Geo. III. 
for 624 years, to ſuch 
of the contriburors for 
raiſing 14. 50, ocol. 
anno 1797, who com- 
pleted their v hol e 
ments on 0: before 


LCouuoxs. 


. 


935337 19 10 
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5th October 1797, for J. . 4. 1 
the ſame time 14.909 12 6 ö 
For anſwering and pay- F 
ing the annuities grunt- g 
ed by the ſaid act to 8 
ſuch of the contribu- ; 
tors who did not com- J 
lete their whole pay- 1 
ents on or bet re the 1 
ſaid 7th Vetober 1797, 4 
but have fiace com- J 
pleted che fame, for 2 1 
one year. ended 5th 4. 3 2 
April 1798 — 13,680 15 © | pn 4. | $þ 
| — 28,590 7 6 | 1 
- . . £ 499, 890 13 3 1 
For anſwerins and paying the annui- 4 
ties granted for 30 and 29 vears, and WE bh 
for Lz years, for {ix months, due „„ 
5th April 798 — — 209,166 10 54 8 1 
Charges of management of the ſaid au- | | 1 Ti 
nuities, for the ſame time — 2,353 2 53 KIM 
| ON — 211,519 12 103 £5 q 
For anſwering and paying fix months h 


annuity, due 5th April 1 798, at * 
per cent. per annum, to ſuch of the 
contributors for raiſing 18, Oo, oool. 
for the ſervice of the year 1797, as 
completed cheir whole payments on 
13,237,751. part thereof, on or 
before 7th October 1797, the ſaid 
contributors being entitled to 1121. | 
108. ſtock for every icol. ſubſcribed 330,946 17 6 
For anſwering and paying one year | 
and an halt's annuity, due gth April EE 
1798, to ſuch of the contributors 
wh did not complete their whole 
payments on or Hef re 5th October 
1797, but have ſinet completed the 
fame, on 6, 886, 968 J. 1 55, $16,522 13 1 
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For the ſupport of His Majeſty's houſehold, for three 

months, due 5th April 1748 | — 224, 500 © © 
Edward Roberts, Eq. firit Clerk to the Clerk of the 

Pells, on 650l. per ann, formerly paid to the Audi- 

tor of the * of Exchequer, for ſalaries to the 

officers of the Exchequer Bill-office, but now paya- 

ble to him by act 23 Geo. III. Rs. for three | 

months, due 5th April 1998 | — 162 10 © 
Ann Caſs, late office-keeper in the office for managing 

the former duties on wine licences, due ditto 
The Judges of Eagland and Wales, on their ſeveral 

additional allowances, due ditto — 


5 


35202 10 0 
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\ s \ 

His Royal Highneſs William Henry Duke of Glou- 
ceſter, on his annuity of 8, ocol., due ditto — 

More to him, on ditto 9,ocol., due ditto — 
Repreſentatives of Arthur Onſlow, on ditt 3, oool., 
due ditto — | 
ohn Earl of Chatham, on ditto 4, oool., due ditto 
rd Rodney, on ditto 2,000l. due ditto 
Lord Hearhfield, on ditto 1,5o0ol. due ditto ws 


— — - 


Lady Dorcheſter, on her annuity of 1, oool, due ditto 


The Marquis of Bute, late one of the Auditors ot the 
Impreſt, on his annuity of 7, oool., due ditto 
Philip Deare, Eſq. late a deputy ditto, on ditto zool. 
due ditto 5 6 
John Wiggleſworth, ditto, on ditto zool. due ditto 
Charles Harris, gentleman, late Clerk in the office of 
- ditto, en ditto 200l. due ditto — 


— —— 
CY 


Sir William Muſgrave, Bart. one of the Commiſ- 
fioners for auditing the public accounts, on an- 
nuity of 1,000]. due ditto 

John Thomas Batt, Eſq. another, on 1, oool. due ditto 

William Chamberlayne, Eſq. another, on 1, oool. due 
ditto 

Sir John Dick, Bart. one of the Commiſſioners for 
auditing the public accounts, on an aunuity of gool, 
per ann. for three months, due 5th April 2798 

John Martin Leake, Eſq. another, on 500l. due ditto 

For ſalaries to clerks and contingencies in the office of 
the ſaid Commiſſioners, due ditto 

Sir George Yonge, Bart. Maſter of His Majefty's 


Mint in England, due ditto 3 


- 


the National Debt. 


Annuities by acts 4th and 5th King 
William and een Mary, com- 
monly called 141. per cent. which . 5s. 4. 
ceaſed on 14th February 1792, for 
three months, due gth April 1798 


Annuities for 96 years by acts 5th and 
6th of the ſame reign, which ceaſed 
at 5th February 1792, for the fame 


time 


12,128 15 74 


8 o 


1,591 


The Commiſſioners appointed for the reduction of the 


national debt, for three months, due 5th April 1798 250,000 © ® 


GOVERNOR and COMPANY of the BANK of ENG- 
LAND, on Account of the Commiſſioners for reducing 


{ Commons, 


2,000 
2,250 


750 
1,00 
Foo 

375 

250 
1,750 
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75 
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250 


125 
125 
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4 


On the 
Jl. pe 
create 

On the 

31. pe 
create 

Ditto 2 
create 

On the 
being 
nual v 
per Ce 
grante 
45 ye 
per ce 

On the c 
5d. 5 
of na 


celled 


On the 


31. pe. 


create 


Ditto 6, 


ties, C 


On the 1 


cent, 
the an 


the ſa; 


recko1 


On the 


178. 10 
lieu of 
ditto 


On the 


part ot 
forfeite 
annuiti 
borrow 


On ditto 


duced 
ſaid 1 
ated di 


On the f 


cent, « 
cent. fe 
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feited) 
annuity 
borrow 


On the capital ſtock of 6, 2 50, oool. 
al. per cent. conſolidated annuities 
created by act 33 Geo, III. | 

On the capital ſtock of 1 1, ooo, oocl. 
zl. per cent. conſolidated annuities, 

created by act 34 Geo. III. Rs. 

Ditto 2,7 50, oo0l. 4 per cent. ditto, 
created ditto 

On the ſum of 9, 680l. per annum, 
being 11. per cent. on the future an- 
nual value of the annuity of 11s. cd. 
per cent, on the ſaid 11,000,000]. 
granted for 664 years, at the end of 
45 years reckoning the ſame at 31, 
per cent, per annum, created ditto 

On the captal ſtock of 1,926,5251. 128. 
5d, 51. per cent. annuities, in lieu 
of navy and victualling bills can- 
celled, created ditto 


: DEBATES. 
Annuity at 11. per cent. for three months, due 5th April 1798. 


Fes 


27, 500 


6,875 


2,420 


4.816 


Sos 


O 


0 


On the capital ſtock of 18,000,000). 


31. per cent. con ſolidated annuities, 
created by acts 35 Geo. III. 
Ditto 6,000,c0cL 4 per cent. annui- 
ties, created ditto | 
On the ſum of 12,8351. being 11. per 
cent, on the future actual value of 
the annuity of gs. 6d. per cent. on 
the ſaid 18,000,00c]. for 654 years, 
reckoned as above, created ditto 
On the capital ſtock of 1,659,897]. 
17s. 1d. gl. per cent. annuities, in 
_ of navy bills cancelled, created 
to 


On the capital ſtock of 27, 595, Sool. 
part of 21, 600, oool. (4, z20ol. being 
forfeited) 3l. per cent. conſolidated 
annuities, in reſpect of 18, ooo, oeol. 

On ditto, 4,500,000l. 31. per cent. re- 
duced annuities, in reſpe& of the 
ſaid 18,000,000l. borrowed, cre- 
ated ditto 

On the ſum of 3, 460l. being 11. per 
cent, on the annuity of 6s. 6d. per 
cent. for 644 years, created ditto 

On the capital ſtock of 8, 934, 2001. part 
of q, OOo, oool. (65,8001. being for- 
feited) 31. per cent. conſolidated 
annuities, in reſpect of 7, 500,0001. 
borrowed, created ditto 


borrowed, created by acts 36 Geo. III. 53,989 10 


— — 


45.000 


15,000 


3,208 15 © 


4,024 14 105 


0 


11,2 50 © 


SO 9. 


22,335 10 © 
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On the capital ſtock of 1,8 59,62 pl. . . 


art of 1,87 5, oool. (15,3751. being 
Praha) 31. per cent. reduetd annu- 
ities, in reſpect of the ſaid 7, 500, oool. 
borrowed, created by 36 Geo. III. 
On the ſum of 2,92 fl. being il. per 
cent. on the annuity of 5s. 6d. per 
cent. for 632 years, created ditto 
On the capital ſtock of 4,414,074. 
48. 6d. gl. per cent, annuities, in 
lieu of navy bills cancelled, created 
ditto — — 


4.649 


133 


11,035 


00 
9 


On the capital ſtock of 16, 441, 809 l. 
48. zl. per cent. conſolidated annui- 
ties, in lieu of navy and victualling 
bills cancelled, created by acts 37 
Geo. III. — — 

On ditto 765, 427. 1rs, 6d. 4l. per 
cent. conſolidated annuities, in lieu 
of ditto, created ditto — 

On ditto 2,034. 889 l. 118. 1d. gl. per 
cent. conſolidated annuities, in lieu 
of ditto, created ditto — 

On ditto 1,999, 690l. 48. 4d. 31. per 
cent. conſolidated annuities, in lieu 
of Exchequer bills cancelled, created 
ditto — — — — 

On ditto 104, 4321. 58. 8d. 41. per 

cent. conſolidated annuities, in lieu 
of ditto, created ditto — 

On ditto 270, z0 l. 4s. 8d. gl. per 
cent, conſolidated annuities, in lieu 
of ditto, created dittdo — 

On ditto 20,124,8431. 158. 51. per 
cent. annuities, anno 1797, part of 

- 20,250,c00l. (125,161. 5s. being 
forfeited) in reſpe& of 18,000,000). 
borrowed, created ditto . — 

On ditto 18,125,000l. zl. per cent. 

conſolidated annuities, being a capi- 
tal of 251. per cent. on 14, 00,0001, 
borrowed, created ditto 
On ditto 7, 250, oo0l. zl. per cent. re- 
duced annuities, being an additional 
capital of gol. per cent. on the ſaid 
14, 00,0001. created ditto 

On ditto 2.906.000]. 41. per cent. 
conſolidated annuities, being an ad- 
ditional capital of 20l. per cent. on 
the ſaid 14, oo, oool. created ditto 

On the ſum of 5,9201. per annum, be- 


41,104 


1,913 


5,087 


4,999 


261. 


675 


50,312 
45,312 


18,125 


7250 


ing 11. per cent. on the annuity of 
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10 
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John Ree 
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The right 


the Ho 
from 2 t 
the rate 
culars © 
homas 


ſioners 


amount 
ſary cha 
eorge At 
cates, to 


cution © 


Vor. 


ble 


68. per. cent. for 622 . . d. 
; years, on the ſaid | 
14,500,00cl. created 

by acts 37 Geo. IH. 1,480 0 o. 
On the capital ſtock of 


3.669, 300l. Imperial 
annuities, at zl. per | 
cent. in reſpe&t of | $a 
1,620,000]. borrowed, | 
created ditto 8 a 
185,604 0 14 
— — 416, 269 


Annuities for ten years, by act 17 Geo. III. which 
expired at 5th April 1787, for ſix months, due 5th 
April 1798 

John Penn, Eſq. of Stoke Pogis, in the county of 
Berks, on his annuity of 3, oool. for three months, 
que ditto —— 750 

Richard Penn, Eſq. of Queen-Anne Street, Weſt, 
Middleſex, on his annuity of 1,0001. for ditto, 
due ditto — 250 

His Royal Highneſs the Duke of Vork, on his annuity 


of 14. oool. for ditto, due ditto 3,500 
His Royal Highneſs the Duke of Clarence, on his an- ; 

nuity of 12,0001. for ditto, due ditto — 3,000 
Her Royal Highneſs the Ducheſs of Vork, on her an- 

nuity of 4,000. for ditto, due ditto „ 1,000 
His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, on his an- 

nuity of 65,0001. for ditto, due ditto — 16,250 
The Uſher of the Receipt of His Ma- | 

jeſty's Exchequer, for neceſſaries 4 

ſupplied to the ſeveral new offices in f 

tie quarter ended 5th January 1797 812 19 4 
Ditto - Fth April 1797 9o8 1 3F 

— 7 


John Reeves, Eſq. Receiver of the ſeven. Public Offices 
of Police, eſtabliſhed purſuant to act 32 Geo, III. 
to pay the ſalaries of the clerks, &c. of the ſaid. | 
offices | — 3,000 

Tie right honourable Henry Addington, Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons, to complete his allowance 

from 25th December 1767 to 25th March 1798, at 4G 

the rate of 6,000, per ann. according to the parti- 

| Culars of a certificate in this behalf —— 966 
homas Marſham, Eſq. Secretary to the Commiſ- 

fioners for iſſuing Exchequer bills to a limited 

amount byact 37 Geo. III. for defraying the neceſ- - 

ſary charges attending the execution of the ſaid act 500 

eorge Atwood, Eſq. Inſpector of Tontine certifi- 

cares, to defray certain expences attending the exe- 

cution of an act 30 Geo, III. — — 3835 
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266 PARLIAMENTARY [Commons 


The Clerks in the office of the Clerk of the Pells in 
the receipt of Exchequer, for their ſervice in xe. 
cuting the acts 29th and zoth Geo. III. for grant- £3 +. £ 
ing annuities on lives, for fix months due 5th April | 
1798 | — 440 © 0 


Adam Lord Viſcount Duncan, on his annuity of 


2, 000l. granted by act 38'h Geo. III. from 1:th 
OQober 1 797 to 5th April 1798 — 994 5 0 


John Earl St. Vincent, on his annuity of 2, ogol., 


granted by act 38th Geo. III. from 14th Februar 

1797 to 5th April 1798 2,277 15 6 
To pay off and cancel Exchequer Bills made out pur- | 

ſuant to an act 3 5th Geo III. to enable His Ma- 

jeſty to direct the iſſue of Exchequer Bills to a li- 

mited amount | 1,665 11 3 


— ——— — 


Total charge on che conſolidated fund, in the | 
quarter ended 5th April 1798 — 4.646, 011 4 4 


Total income of the conſolidated ſund, in the . 
quarter ended 5th April 17998 — 4.306,62 5 6 


Deficiency of the conſolidated fund, in the 
quarter ended 5th April 1798 _ 339,338 18 7 


1 


Exchequer, 


the 19ch day of April 1798. JAMES FISHER, 


itizens, and Burgeſſes, in Parliament aflembled. 


nignts, 


7 1e 


OT1IOUT:1 


An ACCOUNT of the Total N 
guiſhing each Quarter: 


— 


et Produce of the TAXES, for One Vear 


+ Road al AE d ²˙—1oeèL é , § ——— Ss i. 


ended the 5th day of April 1798; diſtin- 
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PARLI AMENTA RY 


An ACCOUNT of the Value of BRITISH and FOREIGN 
| MERCHANDIZE, Imported and Exported, for the Half 


Years ending the 5th of January 1797, the 5th of July 1797), 


and the 5th of January 1798; diſtinguiſhing the ſeveral Arti. 
cles which exceed in Value 10,0001. 


8 — 


— —_— _ 


[CoMmoxg, 


BRITISH MANUFACTURES. 
{Half Year Half Year end- kaff Year end- 
ſing 5th January] ing 5th July jing 5th January 
1797. 1797. 1708. 
2 * | 

Allum — — 905 I 19,568 9. 
Apothecary ware — 22,423 17.5665 28,611 
Apparel, garments 9,079 7.169 9,783 
Bark — 223.455 14,842 18,863 
Beer — mb 40, 25 5 30, 683 47,223 
Books 11,947 8.247 7,227 
Braſs, wrought — 147.47 135,663 $9,544 
Candles, tallow — 20,820 17,808 2 3,939 
Cattle, horſes Soo 9,150 7,790 9,639 
Chariots and coaches 2,805 11,230 7,400 
Coals — — 248,431 115,870 327,116 
Colours for painters 28,736 44,846 27,468 

Copper, wrought — 226,688 | 213,102 180,978 * 
Copperas — 3.792 11,085 4,892 
Cordage 32,595 24,060 18,646 
Corn, W. flour — 22,607 24,259 23, 364 
Cottons, manufactured 1,149,270 I,114,225 1,031,332 
' Fiſh, herrings, white | 3,133 1 40,991 
Pilchards — 806,656 16,447 45,039 
. Glaſs 77,532 58,884 64,078 
Gunpowder - — 15,936 19,384 25,500 
Haberdaſhery — 50,562 318 ; $7,174 
Hats, beaver —— 96,796 64,722 80,798 
— Felt — 75,027 42,607 5 3,886 
Hops . 8,209 $0,344 
Iron, nails — ' 37336 24,013 27,154 
— — Wrought — 573-503 413,307 350,212 
Lead — 48,145 65,999 | 4 1,285 
—ů— White — 5 870 1,018 2,454 
Leather, tanned — 21.379 15 620 16. 70¹ 
—— Wrought — 36.553 38473 39-723 
> Linens — — | 350,797 183,036 352,711 
: Molafſes - | _ — | Sid 9,404. | - 10,04 
4 Military ſtoxes 3 36,820 | 40,000 4 1 97⁰⁰⁰ 


Oil, 
Pewt 
Plate 
Prov 


—— — 


Salt, 
Silk 


Soap, 
Static 
Stee! 
Stock 
Sugar 
Tin 

Watcl 
Wooll 
Yarn 
Miſce. 


Oil, train 

Pewter — 
Plate, wrought, filver 
Proviſions, Bacon 
Biſcuit 
Cheeſe 


galt, rock 
— MC 
Silk in pieces 
—— ſewing 
Soap, hard 
Stationary 
- Stee! — 
Stockings, thread 
Sugar, r refined 
i} 'Tin 
— —- Plates . 
25 Watches — 
Woollen goods 
7 Van/ cotton 
Miſcellaneous 


l 
3 
Total '= „. 
7 


nn 


| 


— — — 


eren 


DEBATEs. 


Le 
I1,054 
53.862 
21,703 
11,779 
8,706 
9,047 
8,175 
. 44,040 
116,786 
45,930 
35437 
5.889 
81,851 
$3,204 
229,130 
48,909 
18,568 
33573 
2,760, 404 
357353 


1,446, 3 77 


9,621,741 


14,236 
47230 
15 778 
19,338 
13,441 
12,040 
15,579 
40,582 
80, 068 
33,616 
305753 
14.884 
19,281 


187,071 


19,513 
35,005 
2,7435195 
23,460 
74 Ni 83 


* 


e 


Aſhes, pearl and pot 
Drugs - Borax, refined 
Cortex Pernv. 
——  Rhubard — 
Dye ſtuffs — Cochineal 
— nn Fuſtic — 
— — Indigo — 
— — Logwood FE 
——— Nicora_.ua 
Flax, rough 
Grocery—Cocoa 
— Coffee 
— — Ginger 
— pepper 


——= Timento — 


—ä— Rice 


FOREIGN MERCHANDIZE. 


[Half Year end- 
ing 5th January 


119] * 


2,542,363 
1475422 
149,628 

10,729 
47,088 
564.447 
67,071 


Nn 2 


Half Year end- 


ing th July 
1797. 


£. 
1,180 
8,258 
2,983 
39,562 
39,340 


16,413 | 


380,850 
22,721 


2,73] 


þ 1 „028 


„ 


1,376,602 
18,28 
86,715 


12,834 


30, 089 
5745179 


152,181 


Half Vear 
ending 5th 
Jan. 1 798. 
£6 
12, 805 
17161 
3,728 
29,041 
D Og840 
2,704 
225029 


818 


3,060,928 


: 27,4 7 
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Inſpector- general's Office, Cuſtom- 
houſe, London, April 18th 1798. 


Nete.—From the manner in which the importations from the Eaſt Indies 
are by law required to be brought to an account in the books 
of the cuſtoms, no account can be rendered of the value of the 
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Tron, Bar dc 33,085 21,971 
Linen—Germany narrow, ' 25,687 12,184 
Iriſh 136,841 $3,492 
Rutiia above 36 21,389 13,440 
Piece goods — Callicoes 687,172 967,604 
8 Muflins 193.296 331,224 
——— Nankeens 8,215 14,881 
—— Prohibited 309,388 353,599 
Proviſions — Becf — 11,992 12,746 
— — Butter 10,121 4,382 
— Por — 7.999 7,232 
Salt — — 15641 15,788 
Silk, Bengal raw _ 22,264 17,800 
—— thrown — 18.759 3.241 
Skins, beaver — 2,045 3,082 
deer in hair — 12,367 23,873 
Spirits, rum — — 90,728 86,133 
Tobacco „„ 138, 669 151,544 
Wine — French — 62,977 32,404 
— Port — 20, 688 14,945 
— Spaniſh — 611 3,316 
Wool Cotton — 10,600 I 4,649 
'—— Spaniſh — 11,885 770 
Miſcellaneous — 3594520 310,939 
Total FL. 5.910, 746 5,280,046 


—_— 


6,558,101 


— — 


— 


THOMAS IRVING, 


Inſpector- general of the Imports 
and Exports of Great Britain, &c. 


imports ſooner than the months of July or Auguſt next. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tueſday, June 5. | 


On the motion for the committal of the Armorial-bearings Duty 
Bill, Lord Walſingham having taken the chair, : 
Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnoul) ſtared his difapprobation of cer- 

tain parts of the bill, and his apprehenſion, that the meaſure would 
eventually tend rather to injure theſe diſtinctions of rank and ſtation 
which ſo happily ſubſiſted in this country. We underſtood the 
noble Earl on this head to mean, that a facility of attaining theſe, to 
a certain degree, was created by the bill. He alſo objected to the 
bill, that the Lyon or Herald Office in Scotland was not properly 
referred to; that college had rights which ought to be carefully re- 
carded, It was not then, however, his intention to propoſe any 
thing ſpecific on the ſubject, as he was aware of the effect of an 
alteration made in the bill at this period of the ſeſſion; but in the 
next, it was his intention to propofe ſomething for carrying his ideas 
into effect; and he requeſted the Houſe to bear in mind what he 
had then ſaid reſpecting his hoſtility to the bill. ; 

Lord GREN VILLE differed in opinion from the noble Earl. 
He entertained no ſuch apprehenſions of the effects of the meaſure. 
He apprehended no danger to theſe gradations of rank and tation, 
which exiſted ſo happily in this country, and contributed ſo much to 
its proſperity ; no facility whatever was created with regard to thoſe... 
With reſpe&t to what the noble Earl ſaid relative to the office, at the 
head of which he was ſo deſervedly placed, he was not aware that 
any thing contained in the hill militated in the ſlighteſt degree 
againſt it. The rights of the reſpeQive colleges were preſerved in- 
violate and entire. The bill came to their Lordſhips from the 
dther Houſe of Parliament; it was likely to be a productive ſource 
of revenue. He ſaw no ſerious objection to the bill's paſſing. 

The bill then paſſed the Committee without farther obſervation ; 
and the Houſe reſuming, ordered it to be reported. 

The ſecond reading of the bill for regulating the number of 
bolidays to be allowed to the clerks in certain public effices, was 
read a ſecond time, and on the queſtion for its commitment 
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being put, | „ 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER expreſſed his decided. diſappro- 14 
„ beton of the meaſure, He had hoped the objections on the face 13 
s the bill were ſufficient to induce their Lordſhips to conſign it ta 
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everlaſting reſt. But now it was attempted to be puſhed on, he 
deemed it his duty to come forward and oppoſe it. If the pro- 
viſions of the bill only went to enforce the perfonal attendance of the 
officers and clerks, he ſhould have no objection to it. But the 
knocking off ſuch a number of holidays, was not fo innocent a mea. 
ſure as the framers of the bill might have ſuppoſed. The holidays 
in queſtion were of two ſorts: firſt, thoſe enacted by Parliament in 
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the fixth of Edward the Sixth; and ſecoadly, thoſe eſtabliſhed by 


uſage, in compliment to the Royal Family, and other occaſions: the 
former were the eſtabliſhed and eiſential feſtivals of the Church, 
Of theſe holidays, his Lordfhip obferved, thirty. five were religious 
feſtivals ; twenty-one were in compliment to the Royal Family, as 
on the birth-days of various members in it; and four were ap. 
pointed in celebration of ſome memorable hiſtorical event, as the 
martyrdom of King Charles the Firſt. "Thoſe appointed by the 
ſtatute of Edward the Sixth, were ordained by the authority ef 
great and-good men, ſuggeſted by the firſt reformers of the Church, 
and obtained as a neceſiary and fundamental part of the Engliſh 
ritual, from among the number of thoſe ſanctioned by the ſuperſti- 
tion of Rome—the proceeding was one of the Jaſt importance—the 
ſalvation of the civil and religious eſtabliſhments were affected by it, 
Of the religious holidays, beſides Sunday, only three were left un- 
touched. More reſpect in this inſtance was paid to thoſe holi- 
days of uſage. 
portance of the meaſure, and pauſe before they proceeded to carry it 
into effed. : : 

The LORD CHANCELLOR obſerved, that though he ac- 
quieſced in much of what fell from the Reverend Prelate, yet he 
could not go with him to the extent of rejecting the bill. He re- 
garded the memory of the Prince alluded to by the Reverend Pre- 
late, as that of a pious and good Prince, and the greateſt deference, 
he thought ſhould be paid to meaſures produced under ſuch auſpices. 
At any rate, he was ready to confeſs the bill in queſtion involved a 


very ſerious and weighty conſideration, and the Houſe ſhould be 


cautious in adopting it to the full extent. Vet, as a meaſure aof 
civil policy, it was intitled to the attention of their Lordſhips. In 
this view of the queſtion, the learned Lord conceived ſome of the 
regulations of the bill to be, highly queſtionable : the ſituation of the 
objects of it was a matter of conſideration : theſe clerks, who 3c- 


cepted their places long before the preſent meaſure was 1 uggeſted, 


did it on the idea that only a certain portion of their times was 0 
be ſacrificed. The reduction of the number of the holidays mul 


But he hoped the Houſe would conſider the im- 
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make a material differenee on that head. The bill, however, con- 
tained many wholeſome regulations, particularly thoſe which went to 
correct the abuſe of employing deputies. At any rate, he conceived 
it proper that the bill ſhould go to a Committee, where the objee- 
tionable parts could be regularly ameliorated. . The Reverend Pre- 
late would ſee what alterations would be propoſed ; and he doubted 
not but the ſerious and well-founded objeCtions to the meaſure would 
be done away in that ftage of the bill. 

The Lord Chancellor then put the queſtion for the commitment 
of the bill, which was reſolved by the Houſe in the affirmative, and 
fixed for Thurſday next. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tueſiay, Fune 5. 


Mr. WILBERFORCE obſerved, that thoſe who had done 15 
the honour to attend to what he ſaid when he gave notice of a mo- 
tion which had been ſuggeſted to his mind by the circumſtances of a 
certain event, (the duel between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Tierney), would 
readily recolle& that they had heard him ſay he ſhould not bring it 
foward but after full and impartial conference with his friends on 
the ſubject. He had certainly fince then converſed generally with 
many gentlemen on the ſubje& ; and as the reſult of his inquiries 
and the converſations fo held had been to convince him that any 
motion he could bring forward would not be favourably received by 
the Houſe, and by no means productive of ſuch good effects as he 
wiſhed, he ſhould not bring forward the motion he had intended. 
He only wiſhed to add, that whatever Might have been the miſun- 
gerſtanding out of doors on the ſubject of that motion, it never was 


poſe a general rule to regulate the future. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL moved FR order of the day 
on the bill for the regulation of newſpapers, &..; which being read, 
he obſerved, that in conſequence of information he had received on 
this ſubject (having been honoured with many ſuggeſtions upon it), it 
was his intention to ſubmit many material aterations in the Com- 
mittee ; he ſhould afterwards (fuppoſing the Houſe agreed to this 
evurſe) propoſe that the whole ſhould again be printed, that the 
Houſe _—__ informed of the fate of the bill. b 1118 oc 


* 


2 


bis intention to ſay any thing of what had paſſed, but un to * 


280 PARLIAMENTARY [Common 


Mr. SPEAKER aid, that the order for the printing might be 
made after the amendments were diſpoſed of, and there ſhould be 
an interval between that and the third reading. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, he ſhould propoſe that 
the bill ſhould be farther confidered the day after to-morrow. 

The queſtion was then put, that the Speaker do now leave the 
chair. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he begged to be Wann. that he by 
no means acceded to this bill, by acceding to the motion for its ꝑo. 
ing into the Committee; he was not prepared to ſay whether am 
part of it was fit to be adopted. Any meaſure that related to the 
regulation of the preſs, required much attention and circumſpeRion, 
He ſhould wait to ſee in what ſtate this bill came out of the Com- 
mittee, as it ſtruck him at preſent, many of the clauſes were ſo ob- 
jectionable, that, unleſs they were ſtruck out, he ſhould conceive it 
to be his duty to oppoſe the whole meaſure upon the report. 

The Houfe then reſolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe upon the bill, the Solicitor General in the chair. 

Mr. SPEAKER aſked how many proprietors were to be propoſed 
to be made reſponſible * 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that this bill did not 
alter the reſponſibility of proprietors in any degree, that reſponſibility 
would remain preciſely as it ſtood at preſent by law. Gentlemen 
had, ſomehow or other, conceived that this bill was to alter the re- 
ſponſibility of proprietors of newſpapers, and that ſuch was partly 
his object by bringing it forward. He intended no ſuch thing; be 
intended to leave the reſponſibility preciſely-as it ſtood before ; the 
bill, in that reſpect, was only to regulate the matter, by providing who 
were · the perſons who ſhould be anſwerable in the characters of pio- 
prietor s. 

Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, he was ſure it could not be the wiſh of 
the learned gentleman to puſh the object of the bill farther than 
was neceffary. He conceived, that to inſert two proprietors in the 
bill, would be fully ſufficient. The learned gentleman, he under. 
ſiood, propoſed to have three proprietors. He hoped the learned 
gentleman would be induced to acquieſce in this ſuggeſtion, by letting 
two ſtand inſtead of three. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid, he propoſed three * 
prietors. The very reſpectable perſon who propoſed two, ſhould, 
however, have his concurrence ; ſubject to this obſervation, that die he 
extent to which they are proprietors ſhall ſe 79 reſp6 nfibility. |- le 
would add, that he did Not wiſh: to preſs thi Nuts i 
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to try it as an \ experiment ; he would not try it all, unleſs he thought 


| it would not infringe on the liberty of the preſs. 
, Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, that to avoid the imputation of unneoeſſary 
rigour, and to ſhew an impartiality, he ſhould propoſe to diminiſh 
t the number of proprietors to be inſerted in the bill from three 
to two. | 
8 The queſtion being put, the word © two” was adopted. 
Mr. HOBHOUSE wiſhed to know, whether the two proprie- 
1 tors, even though they exerciſed no management or ſuperintendance 
8 over the newſpaper, were to be made reſponſible under this bill ? 
K Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, he had totally failed in 


his purpoſe, if he had made any proprietor, in any degree, more re- 
ſponſible by this bill, than he was before. Civilly reſponſible all 
1 proprietors ae re reſponſible they may be, or may not 
be — This was only to aſcertain, in fact, who were proprietors. 


1 Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, that the better way would be to receive 

00 all the clauſes to the bill pro forma, and for gentlemen to reſerve 
to themſelves the privilege of diſcuſſing them all hereaſhes at full 
length. 

pled 


| This the Committee adopted ; the clauſes were how received 
read pro forma, and the Houſe was reſumed. | 

It was propoſed that the report ſhould be received immediately. 

Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, that could not be * unleſs there was 


Wn an intention of recommitting the bill. 
arth Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, it was the intention 
* that the report ſhould be reconſidered. The report was received 
te inmediately, and then ordered to be taken into farther conſideration 
bon Thurſday next; and to be printed with the amendments, 
pio 5 | 5 8 
ſh of Lis 2 4 tA 
go HOUSE OF LORDS... ++, 4 
in the mn A CE 
;nder- Wedneſday, June 6. Abbo lid 
ed N 
99/9 The order of the day being read for the third ccabog of the, 
een Lancaſter-ſeſſion Bill, counſel were called in pant to rio 
1 order of the Houſe. 8 „„ . 


ah After the counſel had finiſned, 
Lord GREY DE WILTON moved, that the vil be. — 


hat the 
4 © 99 read a third tim A £4 12 
fe The Earl of LONSDALE aid, though, generally ſpeaking, Jie 


Was decidedly hoſtile to the bill, yet he would then propoſe a clauſe, 
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in the way of rider, the effect of which was to place the office of ra 
- Clerk of the peace in ſome centrical ſituation, in or near the town wi 
of Preſton. The place where the office was held at preſent was all 
twenty · ſix miles to the ſouth of Preſton, and ſeventy- eight from the po 
northern parts of the county: it was in a place where the roads 
were bad, and diſtant from any poſt town. The office of clerk of cla 
the peace was rendered more important than ever by the bill ; it cor 
was, therefore, the more neceſſary to have the fituation as centrica! 
as poſſible. The place was patent, and the office was exccuted by eff 
deputy - the principal reſided in London or elſewhere, and could not cot 
always be come at—it was therefore part of the intent of his provi. a j 
ſion, to make the deputy amenable and reſponſible fur the execution | 
of his duty to the ccunty. tha 
The clauſe was then prefented, and read. tho 
Lord KEN YON exprefied his difapprobation of the clauſe ; the clut 
permiſſion was foreign from the intent of the bill: he was likewiſe ] 
adverſe to any attempt to alter the exiſting laws with reſpect to pa- elat 
tent places, which were generally executed by deputy; and often ac. j 
cepted on that condition. Perhaps the noble Earl was not aware appe 
of the ill effects of taking away a freehold right, without weighty the 
and ſerious grounds, and without hearing the party to be affected. I 
He never heard any complaint made againſt the preſent occupants of ſom: 
the ſituation, or the mode of exceuting the office. He really thought bill, 
! ſuch a propoſal could not come originally from the noble Earl: tc babl 
«8 had too high an opinion of the noble Lord's character to ſuppoſe tory 
80 him wilfully inſtrumental in carrying ſuch an injurious propoſition affec 
1 as that in queſtion into effect. | 15 — 8 
Td The Earl of LONSDALE avowed himſelf the author of the Lane 
45 clauſe ; and on no other grounds than for the benefit of the county pale 
of Lancaſter. Though the bill, generally ſpeaking, would not prove as W. 
"fo, he thought it but fair to make the deputy amenable when the bung 
principal could not be found. So the duty was performed, he had on th 
no objection to the latter enjoying the profits of the office. Lo 
Lord KENYON replied, that the noble Earl's propoſition would ever 
ęꝑo to ſubvert a wiſe and eſtabliſhed principle, which was to rendet part © 
the fiperiots reſponſible in the firſt inſtance. The provifion was to dif 
brought in head and ſhoulders, in that notice, and had nothing t0 buted 
2:60 with the bill. | b the 
1:512 The Earl of LONSDALE inſiſted that ſuch an arrangement i can 1 
he propoſed/woutd' be for the benefit of the counir. D degree 
dige Lou GREY YDE WIL TON fiated, that the noble Ear lay Bil And. 
under a miftakewithireſpe to the: preſent ſituation of the cletk of Wl 93ture 
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the clauſe 6. | 


paſſed in its then ſtate. 


ean make but little progreſs.” 


DEBATES. | 283 


ran within four miles of the ſpot, and a principal poſt town lay 


within five miles of it. He had lived in that part of the country 
all his lite, and had never heard the leaſt complaint on any of thoſe 
points adverted to by the noble Earl. | 

It appearing to be the general wiſh of their Lordſhips that the 
clauſe ſhould be withdrawn, the Earl of Lonſdale withdrew it ac- 
cordingly. | | 

The Earl of LONSDALLE then propoſed another clauſe, to the 
effect, that no perſon elected to the office of Treaſurer of the 
county, or holding any place paid out of the county rates, ſhould be 
a juſtice of the Peace. 

Lord KENYON objeQted alſo to this proviſion. He obſerved, 
that however ſuch a regulation might be made by a general law, he 
thought it improper, in the prefent circumſtances, to be adopted ex- 
clufively with reſpect to the county of Lancaſter. 

Lord THURLOW ſeemed rather to incline in favour of the 
clauſe. 

The queſtion being called for, a diviſion took place, when there 
appeared: Contents, 15; Non Contents, 21. Majority againſt 


Lord THURLOW ſpoke at ſome length. He referred to 
ſome proceedings which took place in the laſt Committee on the 
bill, and took a comprehenſive view of its legal poſitions and pro- 
dable effects: of theſe he ſpoke with diſapprobation, as contradic- 
tory and abſurd, The character of the Juſtices for Lancaſhire was 
affected by it. The title of the bill, ſtrictly ſpeaking, ſhould: be, 
An Act to oblige all the Juſtices of the Peace in the County of 
Lancaſter to act as gentlemen!“ He hoped the act would not be 
Many of its poſitions were unintelligible, 
as well to the framers of it as to the counſel at the bar. It was a 
bungling piece of buſineſs, and it would be a ſhameful indiſeretion 
on the part of that Houſe to paſs the bill in its preſent form. 

Lord KEN YON contended, that the bill implied no cenſure what- 
ever upon the Magiſtrates of Lancaſhire. With reſpect to the legal 
part of his noble and learned friend's ſpeech, his Lordſhip appeared 
to differ from him in opinion. A part of theſe objections he attri- 
buted to proceed from want of information; and, ſaid his Lordſhip, 
the beſt ſenſe or intentions, founded upon an ignorance of events, 


degree, proceeded from ſtruggles among the Juſtices for juriſdiq; ian : 


And. ſurelꝝ ĩt could not be held indecorous or ĩepropet for the. Legiſ- 
Jature un allay theſe heats. by a proceeding on their parten . 15b nice 
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Lord THURLOW ſaid, that the learned Lord had thought 
proper to leave unnoticed ſome very material points in his legal ob- 
jections. He contended that the bill affixed a ſtigma on the cha- 
racter of the Juſtices ; and that was one of his principal objections 
to the meaſure. Should that be a ground for Jegiſlati ve procceding, 
that a majority of the Magiſtrates of any particular diſtrict wiſhed 
for Parliamentary interference? An act of the Legiſlature thould be 
built on its own intrinſic merits, and on no other ground. Should 
ſuch proviſions as the bill contained, be paſſed into a law, a little 
time and experience would ſhew their abſurdity, and perhaps render 
it neceſſary to expunge the law from the Statute Books. 

Lord KEN YON ſpoke in explanation, and concluded by . 
that as far as authority could go (addreſſing himſelf to Lord Thur- 
low) he was certainly out-weighed, yet he ſtil] retained his own opi- 
nion on thoſe points, and according to his own Judgement and ſenti- 
ments, he deemed it his duty to act. 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL obſerved, that the meaſure in 


| queſtion bad been in contemplation more than two years. The 


whole might be ſaid to ariſe from a contention between the Juſtices 
of Preſton and thoſe of Lancaſter. Every effort at accommodation 
was uſeleſs - they would not agree. A legal decifion was reſorted 
to, but without the deſired effect; ; and in the end an AR of Parlia- 
ment was thought neceſſary. 
ſtriking out the refractory Juſtices from the Commiſſion ought to 


have been adopted ; but he would appeal to any noble Lord, if either 


of the Chancellors would be juſtified in that proceeding, on ſuch 
grounds as thoſe in queſtion. With reſpe& to the bill's being a re- 


flection upon the Magiſtrates of Lancaſhire, they were certainly the 


beſt judges ; but on that head they ſeemed not to have the leaſt appre- 
henfion. Alluding to the objeRion, that the bill effected a ſerious 
innovation, his Lordſhip obſerved, that he then held His Majeſty's 
Commiſſion in his hand, to authorize the trying pleas twice a year 
at Lancaſter, or elſewhere within the county; and that confidera- 
tion, he thought, would go a great way to meet that objection. 

Lord THURLOW -infifted that the meaſure would effect 2 
material innovation, and trench upon the chartered rights of the 
town of Lancaſter. Reſpecting the legal part of his argument, he 
conceived, that the noble Eart had miſtaken him. 


Tbe Earl of LIVERPOOL replied, that he at the 


learned Lord's propoſitions perfectly well; but he never could agree 
that the conduct of the Magiſtrates was of that eriminal complec- 
tion which tlie noble L. 10 ſeemed to imagine. \ Thewhole diſpute 
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t turned on a queſtion of juriſdiction, Whether the Magiftrates of 
8 Lancaſter ſhould poſſeſs an excluſive right in the particular caſe ? 
E or whether it ſhould veſt in the Juſtices of the county at large. 

$ Lord THURLOW ſpoke in explanation. 

? The Earl of LONSDALE ſtated his diſapprobation of the bill 
d in general terms, and ſeemed to reflect upon the motives of the ori- 


ginal promoters of the meaſure. 

Lord GRAN T LEY ſaid a few words relative to the operation of 
one of the clauſes of the bill. 

After which the queſtion was called for, when there appeared in 
favour of the third reading of the bill, 22; againſt it, 14. Ma- 
jrity, 8. 


* 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


i edneſday, June 6. 


Mr. WILLIAM DUNDAS moved the third reading of the 
Two-Pennies Scots Bill. 

Sir RICHARD CARR GLYN ſaid, that he thought it was 
his duty to defire the attention of the Houſe to the preſent bill, for 
that he could not agree to the principle, that the public revenue of 
the country was to be charged with payments of a local nature. 

By this bill 4, 40ol. is annually to be paid out of the exciſe re- 
venue of Scotland to the ſame purpoſes to which the Scots Two- 
pennies duty on ale was applicable. 

The Scots duty on ale and beer is a local impoſition for the local 
purpoſes of the Corporation of Edinburgh. | 

4,400l. paid out of the exciſe revenue of Scotland is the ſame 
thing as 4,4 001. paid out of the conſolidated fund of the country, 
as the balance of the exciſe revenue, after payment of the civil eſta- 
bliſhment of Seotland, is remitted to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe 
in London, and by them placed to the credit of the nn 
fund; ſo that it is clearly public revenue. | 7 

is whom then is this fum of money to be paid? Not to a re- 
6 ſponſible officer of the Crown, but to the Corporation of Edinburgh,” 
| the whoſe accounts are not laid before Parliament. All the purpoſes 
agree i 0 which it is to be applied are not ſtated to us, but we are told it tis 
plec- de de applied to pay the intereſt of a debt already incurred by the 
ifputc WI Corporation! of Edinburgb, to maintain the harbour of Leith, to pay 
18 92 the ſalaries to the public profeſſors of the colleges, and to the mi- 
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nifters of the church. There is no precedent of the intereſt of 2 
debt incurred by a corporation being paid out of the public revenues. 
The ports of London, of Briftol, of Liverpool, and of Hull, an 
not maintained out of the public purſe. The new harbour df 
Ramſgate was not conſtructed out of the public revenue, but by g 
fund raiſed on duties on ſhips. The payments to the profeſſors and 
to the miniſters are clearly local appropriations. The only reaſen 
which can be ſtated in-tavour of the bill is, that the public excif 
revenue may increaſe by diſcontinuing the duty on ale: this is x 
reaſon for diſcontinuing the duty en ale, but not a ſufficient reaſon 
for eſtabliſhing the principle that the public revenue ſhould be ap. 
plied to local purpoſes. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS was of a different opinion, and thought 
the revenue could not be injured by a meaſure that had been in tore 
theſe hundred years. | 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY entertained the ſame fcnii. 
ments. 

Mr. POLE CAREW and Mr. SHERIDAN thought other- 
wiſe. The latter conlidered it nothing elſe than mere jobbing, and 
inſiſted, that, if this bill mould paſs into a law, every town and 
every borough in the kingdom would look tor the fame indulgencies 
and exemptions that Edinburgh did. He concluded by moving an 
amendment, that the third reading be poltponed to Monday next; 
which was agreed to. | | 

The honourable Mr. ST. JOHN faid, he truſted the Houk 
would do him the juſtice to recollect, that when he ſignified his in- 
tent of calling their attention to the circumſtances of a particular 
nature concerning Mr. Arthur O'Connor, which have fo recenty 
occurred, he had tl ſignified. his determination to obtain ſuch in. 
formation as would be neceſſary for ſo grave and ſerious a ſubjed. 
He felt that his duty, and, having loſt no time or opportunity to that 
eſtect, came down to that Houſe fully prepared accordingly. But 
fince he had come down, ſome of that centleman' s friends, whom he 
was bound to conſult upon the occaſion, ſuggeſted the propriety df 
deferring it till Friday or Monday next, to which he had agreed, 
notwithſtand! ing the unpleaſing event both to him as the ;ndividul, 
and to the Houſe, that a motion once fixed for a preciſc day ſhoui 
be ſo poltponed. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL expreſſed a deſire to knor 
tle tendency of the motion. 

«11 Ihe . hacputable Mr. ST. JOHN. replied, that it ſhoold be, 

thag ahere herhid before the Houſe copies of all ;the wartants iin 

againſt Ir. Wee O Connor, and his brotherp r. ee 
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rtancè. 


Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL then expreſſed his determi- 


nation to reſiſt ſuch a motion in every caſe. 


The honourable Mr. ST. JOHN obſerved, that the friends of 


theſe gentlemen had recently become poſſeſſed of papers, which to 


them were of the higheſt confideration; and as theſe were of ſuch 
a nature as would require ſome little time to conſider, it would ill 
become him not to accede to their wiſh of poſtponing his motion in 
the manner propoſed ; at the fame time, from what had juſt fallen 
from the konuurable and learned gentleman, he would have deſired 
the buſineſs to be agitated that inſtant. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR was deſirous of knowing what 
the purport of the other intended motions might be. | 

The honourable Mr. ST. JOHN faid, if they would tell him 
what they would do with his firſt motion, he would tell them with 
what he meant to follow it. He, however, had no heſitation in 
faying, that if his firſt motion was acceded to, he ſhould be able 
to convince the Houſe that the warrants were illegal. 

Mr. SHERIDAN thought his honourable friend right in poſt- 
poning the motion. It Was a delicate ſubject for confidieraticn 
whether certain papers relating to Mr. O'Connor ſhould or ſhould 
not be read to the Houſe. 

The honourable Mr. ST. JOLN then, having ſettled that the 
motion ſhould be poſtponed to Monday next, was proceeding to ſig- 
nity that he ſnould be able to ſhew that the recent detainer of Mr. 
O Connor was contrary to law, when 


Mr. SPEAKER interfered, and obſerved, that any obſervations 


upon an intended motion were premature, and contrary to the order 


of the Houſe. | | 
Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL remarked, that although 


he ſhould object to its . he had no inclination to reſiſt its 
dicuſſion, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thurſday, Fune 7. 


The order of the day for ſummoning their Lordſhips on the 
ſecond reading of the Ship-01 owners' mal 728 nr Wang: coutiſel 
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The Earl of LIVERPOOL preſented: a petition in favour of 
the bill, ſigned, he ſaid, by a number of the moſt reſpectable perſons 
in the commercial line; not one ſhip-owner was among them; 
they were principally underwriters ; they were ſtrongly in favour of 
the bill. His Lordſhip moved, that the petition do lie upon the 
table; which was ordered accordingly. | 

Counſel were then called in, and were heard on both ſides at 
great length ; and after the counſel had withdrawn, 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL roſe, and obſerved, that in the ſitu- 
ation which he had the honour of being placed by His Majeſty, (as 
Prefident of the Board of Trade,) he had heard of, and ſeen ſo much 
of the ſubject before their Lordſhips, and received ſuch a number of 
applications reſpeQing it, that he deemed it neceſſary to preface his 
motion for the ſecond reading of the bill by a few words. His 
Lordſhip took a general view of the inconveniences and grievances 
under which that deſcription of commercial men who applied to the 
Legiſlature for this bill, laboured under the preſent regulations. He 
ſtated the various ſteps which the parties had taken in order to re- 
move thoſe inconveniencies, which all proved inefficacious—and 
they found themſelves conſtrained to have recourſe to the interte- 
rence of the Legiſlature. In this part of his ſpeech, his Lordſhip 
deſcribed generally the nature of the two ads which had been ob- 
tained for the regulation of the points in queſtion ; namely, thoſe 
of the 7th of the late, and 26 th of the preſent King; till farther 
proviſions were neceſſary. He then adverted to the very reſpectable 
characters of the perſons who principally promoted the meaſure, and 
who, according to every conſtruction they could put upon the e- 
iſting laws, were decidedly of opinion that farther legiſlative pro- 
viſions · were neceſſary. He pointed out the unfavourable circum- 
ſtances under which the ſhip-owners were now placed, and the great 
weight of reſponſibility laid upon them. He knew ſeveral of th: 
leading men in this important branch of commerce, two particl- 
larly, who declared they muſt withdraw from it, and fell their pro- 
perties therein, if not relieved by Parliament. Surely the Hou 
could not think of placing the ſhip-owners on the ſame footing with 
carriers. There was no ſimilitude in the fituations, The nav 
gation of Great Britain exceeded that of all other nations. This, de 
thought, was principally to be attributed to the ſuperiority of thei 
ſhips and ſeamen ; and as this proceeded from the tpirit and liber# 


| liry of the ſhip-owners, they were entitled to every attention: the 
hippers had an ample ſecurity from the underwriters, and needed 
The ſhip-owners of 
this country were placed in a more diſadvantageous fituation tian 


not the additional fecurity of the ſhip-owner. 
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thoſe engaged in any other branch of commerce. The Jaws of 
8 Holland and other foreign maritime countries were far more favour- 
. able to the ſhip-owners than thoſe of Great Britain would be, even 
> if the bill ſhould paſs. And under theſe impreſſions, as well as 
” in conſequence of the various applications that were made to him, 
4 he deemed it his duty to move, that the bill be now read a ſecond 
time. 
K Lord THURLOW objected to the farther progreſs of the bill, 


The eſſential part of the queſtion lay, he- obſerved, in a narrow 
compaſs, and reſpected fimply an alteration in the bills of lading. 
With regard to what fell from the noble Earl, of his being aſſured 
that certain gentlemen would quit the buſineſs if the bill did not 
paſs, he entertained no ſerious apprehenſion on that head. He 
knew, that when perſons were anxious about any particular object, 
they did not {pare ſtrong language ; and, for his part, he believed 
that even theſe two gentlemen would continue in the buſineſs as long 
as they found it advantageous to them. The ſuperiority of the 
Britiſh navigation, he e, had ariſen from the preferable ſecu- 
rities which the old and eſtabliſhed laws held out to ſhipping mer- 
chants ; the, bill would tend materially to. diminiſh theſe ſecurities, 
and 0 far to injyre the intereſts of navigation. The queſtion 
ſhould not be regarded ſolely in a commercial point of view; the 
great political ſecurity and defence of the nation were involved in it. 
With reſpect to the idca of eifference between the ſhip-owners and 
the carriers, they were in a great degree aſſimilated by the two acts 
alteady made on this ſubject, though the latter certainly were not 
held liable to the full extent. 

He contended that the proviſions of the exifting laws were fully 
adequate to the removal of every thing complained of, and under 
them, in this caſe, every thing now deſired could be obtained. He 
aluded principally to ſpecitic ea between the parties. If the 
bill could be ameliorated fo as to anſwer any good purpoſe, or be. 
ireed from any of the weighty objections againſt it, he would be for 
Its going to a Committee; but theſe he thought impracticable, and 
vould therefore ſay Non Content to the noble Earl's motion. 
The LORD CHANCELLOR ſaid, his chief ground of Hof- 
tir to the bill proceeded from an apprehenſion of its "ending a 
vert the eftabliſhed and ſalutary principles of the eommon tw.” 
If reprobaret the idea, that a principle of amendation, or, in via. 
bn convenience, were juſt grounds for legiſlättee terfechec. 13 
this brincipfe was admitted, he conjured their Léfdfhiß. mn 15 
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of patched abſurdities muſt the legiſlative code conſiſt of! what a 
maſs of confuſion it muſt be plunged in! Laws ſhould be deduced 
from accurate reafoning, and grounded upon general principles of 
legiſlation. Weurking to the particular queſtion before the Houſe, 
he obſerved, that under the preſent regulations, the ſhip-owners were 
not held reſponſible to the full extent. They were undoubtedly 


bound for all acceidents, but were exempted from thoſe which aroſe 


in conſequence of the diſpenſations of providence, and from thoſe 
which might procced from the enemies of the country. This was 
the long and eſtabliſhed principle of the common law, applying to 
this ſubjeQ ; and that it was fully adequate to all the ends propoſed, 
was to be learned from the higheſt law authorities, Lord Hale, 
Chief Juſtice Holt and Lee, and Lord Mansfield: upon that law 
was grounded the deciſion made by his noble and learned friend (Lord 
Kenyon) in the cafe of Smith and Sheppard: and there was not & 
barriſter or attorney who underitood the profeſſion could entertain 
any doubt upon the point. The bill went directly to fubvert the 
prĩneiple of the common lav, and to ſubſtitute a ſpeeies of engage- 
ment, not a contract — a non- deſcript proceeding! If the bill 
paſſed, ſo abſurd and contradictory were its proviſions as to defy ex- 
planation; and he would from his heart pity the Judge and the 
Jury who were called upon to decide on it. The old acts did not 
overturn the common law, they went only to affirm its pringiple, and 
to limit its proviſions in particular inſtances. Let the complain- 
ants make their contraQs, or bills of lading, in what ſhape or to 
what effect they pleaſed ; but let them not, by a general law, fay, 
that the ſhip-owners ſhall be anſwerable only in caſes of “ aciual 
default.” What was actual default? How could it be inconteſta- 
bly deferibed? Let any ſpecific inſtance be ſtated, but not the ge- 
neral term actual default. In fact, the bill affected to do that which 
was beyond the power of any Legiſlature to perform. Suppoſe for 
a' moment the ſhip-owners were to be gratified, the lightermen would 
next expect a ſimilar relief; nor could the Legiſlature conſiſtently 
deny it to them. The warfingers would follow. Above all, he 
would put it, and to thoſe who moſt ſupported the bill—the ſhip- 
owners themſel ves, on the probable conſequence of paſſing the bill 
The clainis of feamen—thoſe might look up, and juſtly too, in ſui 
a Caſe, to Parliament for relief. As the law then ſtood, they were 
not entitled to their wages except the voyage was perfected. In 


caſe of ſhipwreck, even where their very exiſtence was endangered, 


after all the vieiſſitudes of hardſhip, of cold, of hunger, and fatigue 
which the ſeamen in ſuch cafes muſt ſuffer 3 till they could not le- 
Kally inſiſt upon their wages. 


He had ſeen cafes tried where it 
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wrung the hearts of the Jury to be obliged to decide againſt them. 
If the bill was paſſed, how could the Houſe ſet their faces againſt 
the claim of the ſeamen? Let the owners conſider this! He be- 
lieved it to be a principal inducement to foreigners to prefer Bri- 
tiſh ſhips, the ſuperior encouragement which the laws of the country 
held out to them. He did not ſee how the bill could be ameliorated 
in a Committee. One of its leading proviſions went to charge all 
the ſubſiſting contracts, and thoſe under which ſhips ſerve a given 
period, had taken their departure ; and this ſubverſion of engage- 
ment at the inſtance of one of the contracting parties; it was an ex 
pit facto law of the worſt kind; it bore the character of mercileſs 
myuity ! He wondered how the other Houſe of Parliament could 
ſuffer ſuch a bill to paſs through it for his part his feelings as well 
as is underſtanding, impelled him to offer his proteſt againſt the 
farther progreſs of the bill. | 
The Duke of LEEDS ſaid, that after what had been fo ably ad- 
vanced againſt the bill, and the objections coming from ſuch high 
authority, he had to apologize to the Houſe for the very. few words 
he ſhould offer — He thought the bill ſhould be ſuffered to go to a 
Committee; what had ſtruck him as the moſt objeRionable part of 
the whole was, that alluded to in the latter part of the noble and 
learned Lord's ſpeech, namely, the ill effects it would have with re- 
gard to contracts already made, and veſſels now at ſea ; he thought 
this might be done away in the Committee, and proviſions of ſuch 
a nature ſubſtituted as would unobjectionably anſwer every end. 
Much ſtreſs had been laid upon the ill effects of innovation, by the 
learned Counſel, and the determination of the ancient Barons cited, 
Nulumus Leges Angliæ mutari. If this principle was carried to its 
full extent, he would aſk, to what end did their Lordſhips Mit in that 
Houſe? No Lord reſpected grave and ancient inſtitutions more 
than he did. . They ſhould not be changed but on important occa- 
lons, and where the alterations were evidently for the better. He 
confeſſed that he paid ſome deference to the opinions of thoſe re- 
ſpectable perſons who ſigned the petitions in favour of the bill: and 
breat as the authority of his learned friends were, ſtill he thought 
the bill ought to be committed, where he hoped it might be ſo al- 
ered as not to, treneh upon the principles of the common law, and 
to be really beneficial. If theſe. points could not be attained in 
py Committee, he certainly would oppoſe the farther progreſs of 
Lor ; KENYON, was hoftile to the bill. He thought the pro- 
Ped er ds could very well be attained by private contracts between 
Px: 85 
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the parties. 
Committee. 

Lord AUCKLAND thovght the general proſperity of the coun- 
try, in which was included its ecommerce, was a conſideration para- 
mount to any other. Upon the whole of what he had heard, he 
thought the law on theſe ſubjects not doubtful. They were called 
upon to paſs a new law, which was clearly proved to be unneceſſary, 

He had heard nothing to induce him to take away the reſponſibi. 
lity of the ſhip-owners. Beſides, the. bill would be prejudicial in 
a commercial view, as tending to deſtroy competition. 

The queſtion being called for, the Houſe divided, when there ap. 
peared : Contents, 10; Non Contents, 11. Majority againſt the 
ſecond reading of the bill, 1 | | 

By which it is loſt for the preſent ſeſſion. 


[Commoxs, 


He deſpaired of any real amendment. of the bill in ; 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thurſday, June 7. 


Upon the motion of Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL, the 
farther conſideration of the report upon the Newſpaper Bill was de- 
ferred until to-morrow. 

Mr. W. BOOTLE moved for the farther conſideration of the 
report of the Committee to whom it was referred to eonſider of the 
treatment of priſoners of war. 

The report was then read, and agreed to by the Houſe. 

Mr. W. BOOTLE then ſaid, that he conceived it the duty of 
the Houſe to make that report and theſe reſolutions as public as poſ- 
ſible, that all the world might ſee the falfity of the ſtatement of our 
enemies upon the ſubject. It was true our ſoldiers were now better 

treated than they uſed to be ; but he did not think that took away 
the neceſſity of publicly ocntraditing the accuſation, made againſt us, 
and of the proof of their harſh uſage to the unfortunate pri ſoners in 
their power; and he farther hoped, that every nation acting with us 
would be made acquainted with the true ſtate of the facts. Upon 
theſe grounds he ſhould move, that the report of the reſolutions 
' ſhould be communicated to His Majeſty by ſuch Members as were 
of the Privy Council, and to requeſt His Majeſty to make known 


the report and the reſolutions to all nations in amity with His 
e, 
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Viſcount BELGRAVE ſeconded the motion. Though the 


enemy had of late ſhewn a ſenſe of returning humanity, yet he 
thought that did not take away the neceſſity of making the report 
public. He truſted that it would not be confined to thoſe nations 
who were in amity with us, but that.it would alſo find its way into 
the countries at war with us, and prove to them that we had never 
violated the humanity due to unfortunate priſoners of war. 

Mr. I. H. BROWNE ſaid, as the enemy had ſhewn ſo much 
attention to our troops in Flanders, he thought the cenſure too ge- 
nerat ; he wiſhed ſome explanation could be added by an amend- 
ment. If the ſpeeches of the honourable mover and ſeconder were 
to accompany the report, he thould have no objection to the motion 
as it now ſtood. 

Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, that the reſolutions referred to the re- 
port, and that was of a matter prior to the time alluded to by the 
honourable gentleman. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, that he did not mean to call in queſtion 
the facts ſtated iv the Committee in the report, who had, no doubt, 
taken care to be accurate. Put why, he aſked, was the meaſure 
brought forwards at this time? The reſolutions, founded upon the 


report, and ſubmitted this night to the Houſe, commented upon the 


conduct of the French towards our countrymen, whom the chance 
'of war had thrown into their hands, with the greateſt acrimony. 
True it was that the reſolutions referred, as was obſerved from the 


Chair, to the treatment of priſoners who had been taken previouſly 


to the expedition to Oſtend. But ftill the French may feel ex- 
aſperated by ſuch harſh language, and begin to a& with ſeverity to- 
wards the troops, who had been captured by them at Oſtend, and 
who had hitherto met with a treatment, which called for the appro- 
bation of every liberal mind, and upon which praiſe had been very 
properly beſtowed both by the honourable gentleman who moved, 
and the noble Lord who feconded the reſolutions. Upon this ground 
Mr. Hobhouſe ſaid, that he muſt oppoſe the preſent proceeding, as 
extremely ill-timed and injudicious. 

As to the expedition. to Oſtend, which the noble Lord found it 
impoſſible to mention without high encomium both upon the plan 
and the execution, this was not the time for entering upon the dif- 
cuſſion, The point was not before the Houſe ; but he could not 
help adding, that his opinion upon that fubject was very differcnt 
from the noble Lord's. 

The motion was then put and carricd. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, Fune 8. 


Lord GREN VILLE moved the ſecond reading of the Land. tax 
Sale Bill. 

Earl of CAERNARVON was ſurpriſed that no explanation, 
at Icaſt of the principle of a bill of ſuch great importance, had been 
given previouſly to its farther progreſs being urged. 

Lord GREN VILLE thought the bill ſufficiently explained it. 
ſelf in that point. It was a meaſure of great and obvious public 
and individual advantage. The bill went generally to enable per. 
ſons to purchaſe their reſpedtive proportions of land tax, on terms 
equally advantageous to themſelves, and beneficial to the State—this 
was the outline of the principle uf the bill. 

Earl of SUFFOLK conſidered the meaſure in a very dit- 
ferent light. Taxcs were heaped upon every part of the commu. 
nity, to an almoſt incredible amount. The ſalt duties in particy- 


Jar, in conſequence of the late additions, were inſuflerable; they 


bore principally upon the lower order of landholders, and on the 
poor in general: in fact, every ſpecics of property was burdened to 
the utmoſt ſtretch. He could not but obſerve the favour ſhewn to 
the monied intereſt ; the preſent meaſure was an inftance of it. He 
thought the bill ſuch a one as that Houſe ought not to paſs ; neither 
did he think the principle of it ſufficiently conſidered by the noble 
Lord; the preſſure of the burdens upon landed property was 


too great: taxes ſhould be impoſed equally upon every kind of I 


property. On theſe grounds he deemed it his duty to oppoſe 
the bill. 

Earl of LIVERPOOL contended, that the falt dndcs operated 
in an equal proportion upon every deſcription of perſons — it was 
a ſpecies of tax, the burden of which would fall on the conſumer. 
At the ſame time he could not help obſcrving, the little relevancy 
which the ſalt duties bore to the ſubject in queſtion. His noble 
friend, he conceived, had very faithfully delineated an outline of the 
principle of the bill; to which he would add, that the meaſure 


would prove a ſaving to the Public of between 3 and 400, oool. 


per annum —it mae raiſe the funds, and be productive of the moſt 


beneficial conſequences with reſpect to future loans. Theſe were 


the real principles « of the bill; as to its details, and particuler _ | 
viſions, they were obviouſly within the emi . of de 


other Houſe of Parliament. 95 
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Loud AUCKLAND, after obſerving the irrelevancy of the 


falt to the ſubject in-diſcuſſion, entered into a calculation to prove, 
that the concluſions of the-noble Earl on that head were erroneous. 
Inſtead of their bearing in the proportion ſtated by that Lord on the 
landholder, they did not exceed a fourth part of It. 7 
Earl of SUFFOLK faid, that to a certain degree, the point he 
adverted to was irrelevant to the ſubject in debate; but as theſe 
duties, Which, he afferted to be the fact, bore more particularly upon 
the. landholder, he conceived it not unconnected with the bill. 
When the additional Salt-duty Bill was on the eve of paſſing that 
Houſe, he attended two days, but not together, one day elapſed be- 
tween, and on that day it happened the bill was paſſed. He re- 
probated ſuch principles of taxation. Let the impoſts be fo laid as 
fairly and equally to affect every ſpecics of property. | 
Lord THURLOW conceived it as rather unfortunate, that the 
preſent diſcuſſion ſhould commence with the ſubje& of Salt, as he 


perceived that certain Lords were more ready to enter into that than 


the more important one which was regularly before the Houſe. His 
Lordſhip then took a copious view of the ſubjects connected with 
the bill, as well of thoſe which referred to its principles, as thoſe 
implicated in its details, the deductions and concluſions that he made 
from which were decidedly againſt the meaſure. In the courſe of 
theſe, he obſerved, that a noble Lord's aſſertion reſpecting a ſaving 
to be made to the public of between three and 400,000). per an- 
num, beſides a conſiderable relief to the national credit, was what he 
could not aſſent to: He was of opinion that purchaſers for the land 


thing built upon that foundation muſt neceſſarily fail: or even ſup- 
poling for argument fake, that the whole was purchaſed, the produce 
muſt eventually come into the market as a ſpecies of ſtock, ſo that 
Inſtead of its proving a relief, it muſt have a contrary effect. 


He oppoſed the meaſure, he ſaid, really upon no other than public 


grounds: in the preſent criſis, he knew great exertions Were neceſ- 
ſary; and any requiſition for a ſupply, met with very favourable 
prejudice from him: but the proviſions of the preſent bill, he 
ought, claſhed with every principle of juſtice, of policy, and of hu- 
manity. He was aware it might be objected to him, that the pre- 
ſent. was not the proper ſtage for diſcuſſing” the details of the bill; 
but he had-two anſwers to that: firſt, that he was juſtified in ad- 


eiple of the bill; and ſecondly, that as no alterations could de made 
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Juxs 6 
ſtage. Recurring to the main ſubjeQ, he obſerved, that it was the practica 
duty of every perſon protected by a Government, to contribute in muſt ret 
proportion to his means, to the ſupport of that Government. Bu: to buy, 
the bill in queſtion outraged every ſound principle of taxation, and requiſitic 
of equal proportion. If he underſtood the leading operation of the He agai 
bill, it was a requiſition upon all who came within its effects, to ſel dividual 
- analiquot part of their eſtate; the produce of which ſale would be the evid 
conveyed to the Commiſſioners for the reduction of the national land, 
debt A cry of NG No!” | His Lordſhip continued He was fo his rec 
glad he had thrown out the idea, as poſſibly it might lead to a ſatis. Adminif 
factory explanation: however, ſo he underſtood it. But this con- men wer 
ception of its general meaning might ariſe in conſequence of the ſhorn an 
clauſes of the bill being ſo flovenly drawn, or their import being who alu 
above his comprehenfion. [Here ſome of their Lordſhips ſmiled]. tempted 
Lord Thurlow remarked, that ſmiles nor ſneers were not the fort ſent inſta 
of things to affect him he was proof againſt that ſpecies of attack; But if th 
but he would be very glad to be fairly refuted in argument, and to meaſure, 
be obliged to retract what he then thought himſelf bound to ſay. Lord 
He again aſſerted, that his motives for his preſent conduct were pure fallen fro 
and diſintereſted. He was too old, and too far gone in the world, {elf profe 
to be affected by any other. He ſaid, that in his idea, taxes gene- any requi 
rally ſhould be impoſed upon all property ; but the-preſent meaſure fairs. J 
was the moſt flagrant violation of this principle he ever witneſſed, qualified 
and its abſurdity. was equal to its injuftice ; for, in order to render whole of 
the bill capable of being executed, the drawer of it was obliged to iſ ebiefy to 
introduce proviſions abſolutely ſhocking, ſaid his-Lordſhip, to com- if at all, t 
mon honeſty, and in defiance of every principle of eftabliſhed jul- in that ſt 
tice. In attempting to illuſtrate theſe poſitions, his Lordſhip en. Peaſure 1 
tered into ſome complex calculations and details, in the courſe df as for the 
which he obſerved, that the proviſions were more favourably framed details of 
for the Scots than for the Engliſh landholder ; the latter could not the rates 
recur to the Court of Chancery for redreſs, with the fame facility the variat 


that the former could appeal to the Court of Seſſion. He knew thirty yea 
many landholders that diſapproved moſt ſtrongly of the proviſions of Wi 7991. per 
the bill, and ſome who entertained the idea of letting to rack-rents, of it, at ſi 
in conſequence of them. They alſo complained that a ſufficient 8 fol. or 
notice was not provided. in the bill for the landlords. Several of Main in tl 
its proviſions he conſidered as impraQiicable ; to eſtabliſh which, fe different f 
entered into a detailed view of ſome of the claufes, and the reſi if that was 
of the whole he characterized as one of the moſt bare · faced pieces a Added to 
iniquity that the hand of power ever put forth to inſult mankind en pay-r 
with, Where this bill did not legibly bear the character, it u, the trouble 
ahſurd in the. higheſt degree; it was in order to render the menlut * [ 
| | | LY M07} OL. v 
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practicable, that the pernicious clauſes were introduced ; and he 
muſt retain his opinion, that a meaſure which entitled every man 
to buy, and obliged ſo many to ſell, was no other in effe& than a 
requiſition for the diſpoſal of an aliquot part of every man's eſtate. 
He again urged the idea of taxing the perſonal property of every in- 
dividual ; and in the preſent meaſure he could not avoid obſerving 
the evident preference given to the monied intereſt to that of the 
land. The landholders were treated in ſuch a manner as brought 
to his recollection a ſimile which he had ſeen in a work reſpecting the 
Adminiſtration of Sir Robert Walpole, where the country gentle- 
men were compared to ſheep, who quietly ſuffered themſelves to be 
ſhorn and re-ſhorn ; and the monied men were compared to hogs, 
who always made a noife and a buſtle whenever they were at- 
tempted to be touched. For this reaſon, he ſuppoſed, in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, the latter deſcription of perſons were left untouched. 
But if the landholders or country gentlemen were ſatisfied with this 
meaſure, they would deſerve every evil that could. befall them. 

Lord AUCKLAND was ſurprifed at great part of what had 
fallen from the noble and learned Lord, particularly as he had him- 
ſelf profeſſed, that he ſhould regard with favourable prejudices” 
any requiſition for a ſupply in the preſent criſis of the national af- 
fairs. This declaration but ill accorded with the harſh and un- 
qualified language in which he had indulged himſelf throughout the 
whole of his ſpeech. The noble Lord's objections, however, went 
chiefly to the details of the bill, to its praQticability—but very little, 
if at all, to its principle, which was the only point the Houſe could 
in that ſtage of the bill regularly diſcuſs. He contended. that the 
meaſure was equally calculated for the advantage of the individual, 
as for the State ; and on this head, his Lordſhip entered into ſome 
details of calculation, which plainly demonſtrated thoſe poſitions ; 
not (dhe rates of purchaſe, he obſerved, were ſetttled with a reference to 
liche variations in the funds. For inſtance, taking as a medium 
ey chirty years purchaſe, and the 3 per cents. at fifty, the ſale of 

lool. per annum producing 3, oool. and veſting fuch a proportion 
nts, of it, at ſuch a rate, as was required by the bill, in the 3 per cents. 
ient 185 ol. only would be ſunk, and a clear profit of 1 1 5ol. would re- 


al main in the pocket of the individual, and fo on in proportion to the 


e MW different fluctuations in the funds. He would aſk the noble Lord, 
eſult if that was not a great and apparent benefit to tne private individual. 
es of Added to theſe, the conſideration that ſuch a perſon -would be his 
kind en pay-maſter, could command his own ſecurity, be relieved from 


vas WW "© trouble of paying his land tax, or receiving his dividends. His- 


aloe Lordſhip purſued this ſucceſsful line of argument, and illuſtrated 
V Var. VI. Q q By 
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this pofitions by a variety of financial calculations and details, and 
particularly evinced the beneficial effects which the ſale of the land 
tax muſt have upon the funds. He concluded by ſaying, that the 
bill had his warmeſt ſupport. | 
Lord THURLOW and Lord AUCKLAND. ſeverally ſpoke 
in explanation: 4; 
Lord HOLLAND ſaid, that his inexperience. with refpe& to 
ſuch topics as thoſe at preſent before the Houſe, would certainly 
have withheld him from troubling their Lordſhips, were it not that 
he was ſo ſtrongly impreſſed with one or two objections to the mes. 
ſure, that he deemed it his duty to advert to them under every dif. 
advantage: what ſtruck him as the moft objectionable feature in 
the whole bill, was the conſideration that in order to carry it into 
effect the land tax muſt firſt be rendered perpetual. He woul! 
ſuppoſe that-it were totally diſpoſed of then, in a very few years, 
the exigencies of Adminiſtration might require a treſh land tax ; and 
that tax might, and probably would, be fold again: by this means, 
and in this progreſſion, the whole lands of the country mult paß 
through the hands of Government. Some countries, he allowed, 
were ſo circumſtanced with reſpect to their capital, their circulation, 
and their territory, that ſuch a conſideration would not be alarming, 
But with reſpect to this country, it certainly was to the higheit de. 
gree. It was a ſyſtem that muſt neceſſarily change the proprietors 
of the land; it muſt wreſt it from the hands of the great proprietors 
among their Lordſhips, which poſſeſſion at preſent conſtituted the 
great ſtrength and independence of that Houſe. This was a mel 
ſerious confideration, and he conjured their Lordſhips to reticd 
upon it. | 1 
His Lordſhip then entered into ſome calculations, with intent of 
ſubſtantiating the poſitions of the noble and learned Lord at his ſide 
of the Houſe. Among theſe, he thought one of the moſt objection. 
Able proviſions was that which, in his mind, went to pledge a buyer 
to follow up his purchaſes, till he had liquidated his whole -propor- 
tion, whatever might be the ſtate of the funds. This he conſidered 
das a ſpecies of fraud, or a deluſion in the bill. Some parts of it 


_2alſo left opportunities for combination among the landholders, will 


reſpect to purchaſing. He regretted, that thoſe diſtinctions war 
made between the monied and landed intereſts, ſp eyidently to the 
» diſadvantape of the latter; and. eenſured Miniſters for, bringing for- 
bward a meaſure of ſuch vaſt importance at ſo Inte a, period. of the 
deſſiom, and attempting to preſs it through in ſo thin a Houſe—TV 
vill was of that nature as would take up any man, in or out of tp 
Houfe, a-forttight: to rad it, and as,mueh: moxe. to, under ſand, F 
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He concluded with declaring, the ſituation in which the landholders 
were placed by the bill, the ſacrifices they were obliged to make, 
which would be ſoon forgotten; and, after all, they were liable to 
every ſpecies of additiona] taxation, in common with every other 
deſcription of proprietors. 

Lord GREN VILLE obſerved, that the debate took a very dif- 
ferent turn from what ought fairly to be expeted—they were then 
regularly (and were called upon by Lords at the other fide) to dif- 
cuſs the principle of the bill ; inſtead of which, theſe very Lords, 
ſetting the principle entirely aſide, entered into an animadverſwn 
upon mutilated precifions and details of the bill, in which they in- 


1 dulged themſelves one noble Lord particularly, in cavils and far- 
4 calms, delivered with the moſt verboſe circumlocution, and this was 
0 all proteſſed to be in anſwer to two ſhort and diſtinct propoſitions, 
5 which ineluded the principle of the bill, and were ſtated by himſelf 
0 and his honourable friend next to him (Lord Liverpool) with great 
8 Ingenuity. The learned Lord during his laboured declamatian, 
is kept entirely aloof from the confideration of what they had ſtated 
0 as the principle of the bill: theſe points were unanſwerable. A 
Ny great deal of what had fallen from the noble Lord was merely the- 
80 oretical, and in taxation abſolutely irreconeileable to practice. The 
We meafure in queſtion was founded upon the land tax, as it now ex- 
= ited. Were the tax to be diſcontinued, and a new one projected, 
of 


ſome of the noble Lord's obſervations would apply; and the prinei- 


. | ple of equality, as far as practicable, would properly be attended to. 
45 The preſent meaſure was not only, in addition to the intrinſic ad- 
ied) vantages it poſſeſſed (as were ably demonſtrated by a noble Lord 

who had ſpoken in the debate), founded in ſound policy, but was 
t of called for by the exigencies of the country, which demanded large 
hoe and prompt ſupplies for the public ſervice. With reſpe& to the 
100- apprehenſions entertained by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, of freſh 
5 and continued taxes on future occaſions, he could only ſay, that 
pool 


when ſuch taxes were propoſed to Parliament, then, and then only, 
would be the time for their conſideration, or when any propoſition 
ſhould be broached hoſtile to the liberties of the country, then would 
de the time to diſcuſs it; and until thoſe periods ſhould arrive, he 
could not detain the Houſe on points which- now were founded on 
conjectural ſpeculation? There was no ſort of deluſion or fraud, as 
bad been infinuated by that noble Lord, in the bill. Its proviſions 
vere plain and diſlinct. The perſons to be affected by them had 
every opportunity of informing themſeves. Whatever contracts or 
dargains they might make, it would be with their eyes open They 
voald, in the Particular caſes, be the beſt: judges of their on m- 
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tereſts; and the meaſure, he inſiſted, was not leſs calculated for the 
intereſts of individuals than for thoſe of the public at large. 

Lord THURLOW ſpoke in explanation. 

The Earl of CAERNARVON ſpoke generally in abe 
tion of the meaſure, and obſerved, he had not heard one word in ar- 
gument which reconciled him to it. He ſeemed to think the hill 
not founded in policy or juſtice, and of a very queſtionable tendeney 
in a conſtitutional point of view. 

'The queſtion being called for, their Leda divided, and there 
appeared in favour of = ſecond reading of the bill ; 

Contents 
Proxies 


[ Commoxs, 


th | Nn Contents 3337 
27 Majority — 20 
T be bill was then ordered to be committed. f 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, Jure 8. 
The Annuity Regiſtry Bill was read a firſt time. 


On the motion of Mr. Roſe, the Houſe went into. «omni 
amending the act, which impoſes additional duties 


upon the bill for 
on the Aſſeſſed Taxes“ 


Sir M. W. RIDLEY aſked, whether the propoſed amendments 


related to the clauſe, allowing abatements on the ſcore of income? 
He was anſwered by Mr. ROSE in the negative. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE obſerved, that in the clauſe in this act, giving 
a power of altering or repealing it during the ſeſſion 
in which it paſſed, always appeared to him the wiſeſt and beſt part 
of it. The honourable gentleman (Mr. Roſe) ſeemed likewiſe to 
approve of this clauſe, for he was now availing himſelf of it 
Mr. Hobhouſe recommended to the honourable gentleman not to 
- confine himſelf to an extenſion of the time for the return of the 
ſchedules, but to attend alſo to ſeveral other parts of the act, which 
required correchon. The clauſe of exemption in favour: of perſons 
who had ceaſed to keep a horſe or carriage, from a certain period, 
The ceafing to keep was to take place in one 
part of that clauſe on the 1 oth of October; in another part of the 
ſame clauſe it was to take place on the 1 of November following 
| Undoubtedly the Commiſſioners had uniformly adopted the mot 
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liberal conſtruction, and always calculated from the latter date; but 
when a bill for correcting the errors of an act was introduced, ſuch 
an inadvertency ought not to be overlooked. Another clauſe, to 
which he wiſhed to direct the attention of the honourable gentle- 
man, was that which ſubjects the ſurplus. of any monies. produced 
by this act, to the diſpoſal of the Houſe of Commons only. Surely 
the Houſe of Commons ought not to monopolize the powers of the 
three branches of the Legiſlature, and make itſelf the ſole ſupreme, 
Should not the word Parliament be ſubſtituted for the words Houſe 
of Commons ? 

Mr ROSE ſaid, that the error, with reſpe& to dates, firſt men- 
tioned by the honourable gentleman, was a mere clerical inadver- 
tency ; but he was at a loſs to conceive to what the honourable = 
tleman alluded in the concluſion of his ſpeech. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, he would endeavour to explain himſelf. 


The act for increafing the aſſeſſed taxes was at firſt limited to a 
particular time. When certain modifications were introduced, it 
was found that the ſum wanted, viz. fifteen millions, could not be 
raiſed within the aſſigned period. On that account the limitation 
was taken off, and it was reſolved that the act ſhould remain in 


force until fifteen millions had been levied. Now it was not im- 


probable that this amount might be completed\ in the middle of a 
year; but that could not be known until the year's collection had 
been examined, when it would be ſeen that there was a ſurplus. 
This was the furplus which, Mr. Hobhouſe conceived, was appro- 
priated to the vote of the Houſe of Commons only. Mr. Hob- 
houſe ſaid, that he hoped he had made himſelf underſtood. - He 
ſpoke from memory, not having ſeen the a& for ſome months ; dot 
he believed he was correct. 

Mr. ROSE ſaid, that there was a clauſe of the ſame n in 
all the loan acts, and that what the banane gentleman com- 
plained of was very uſual. 

The Committee went through the Gold. ſtandard Bill. : 

Mr. MARTIN ſaid, he held in his hand a newſpaper which 
contained a paragraph of a very curious nature. If there was any 


Member preſent who belonged to the Admiralty, he ſhould be much 


obliged to him for ſome explanation reſpeQing i it. The paragraph 
Rated, that on Wedneſday laſt no leſs than nine impreſſed men were 
ſuffocated in a Tender off the Tower, and were brought on ſhore 
to be owned by their relatives, and that the night before, ſix per- 
ſons had periſhed in a fimilar way, &c. &c. He ſincerely. hoped 
this account was falſe ; but whether it was ſo or not, he thought 
it ought. not to paſs unnoticed. If it was true, ſome ſteps; ſhould be 
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1 PARLIAMENTARY [Commnoxg, 
taken to prevent ſimilar accidents from happening in future ; it i 
was falſe, it ought to be publicly contradicted, and the pruprictor of 
the paper ought to apologize for it. If the exigency of the times 
required chat men ſhould be impreſſed for the public texvice, they 
ought undoubtedly to be treated with every poſſible humanity. He 
ſhould not have mentioned this ſubject at preſent, but for the pur. 
poſe of obtaining information, and if he had not mentioned it to. 
day, he ſhould not have had another opportunity before Monday. 

Mr. BAKER withed the honourable gentleman not to place im- 
plicit credit in every newſpaper account. The fact might be true, 
though he fincerely hoped and believed it was not, and yet not 

have been the conſequence of preſſing, becauſe a fimilar accident 
might have happened in any other ſhip. 

Mr. WALLACE ſaid, that in conſequence of a paragraph hay. 
ing appeared in one of the public papers, ſtating the circumſtances 
mentioned by the honourable gentleman, the Admiralty gave diree- 
tions for the regulating officer at the "Tower to attend them, and it 
then appeared that there was not the ſligliteſt ground for this report, 
which could only have been invented for the worſt purpoſes. The 
Admiralty had given directions for bringing Wy publiſher of thi 
falſehood to juſtice. 

Sir W. MILNER ſaid, that having ſeen this paragraph, he had 
ſent to the Tower to inquire into its authenticity, and was | happy to 
find the whole to be an invention. 

Mr. MARTIN faid, he was ſure the Houſe would not ſuſpect 
him of any improper motives in bringing this buſineſs before the 
Houſe ; he merely ſtated it, in order that if it was true, care might 
be taken to prevent fimilar misfortunes in future. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL then moved the cider of the 
day on the Newſpaper Bill, which was for m—_ the report into 
farther conſideration. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, that if he did not oppoſe the motion 
for going into a farther Committee, he was not, on that ground, to 
be underſtood as being precluded from afterwards oppoſing the prin- 
ciple of the bill, if he ſhould deem that neceſſary after the bill came 
. out of the Committee. Indeed, he doubted, whether any reſtraints 
upon the preſs were necefſary—One thing was clear to him, which 

was, that many of the reſtraints at preſent ſtanding in this bill were 
not at all neceſſary, neither were they wiſe or judicious. They ap 
' peared to him not to be calculated to anſwer the ent the learned 
gentleman had in view. 
when the bill went into a Committee, many of the 'c|Miſes now in 
the bill would either be firuck out, or materially alte ted and amendech 


He entertained a hope however, thit 
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and other elauſes introduced that would not be liable to the ſame 
objections, as he had to many that were in the bill at preſent. He 
was defirous to ſee what the Committee would do, and therefore he | 
ſhould not object to the Speaker's leaving the chair, It would, . . 
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however, be ſatisfactory to him to underſtand what the nature of the 1. 
law was at preſent, on the ſubject. He ſhould like to know, if the 10h 
Learned gentleman (the. Attorney General) would tell him, what My 15 
was the extent of the liability of a proprietor of a newſpaper; the 13 . i ; 
liability, for inſtance, of one who might be called a ſleeping proprie- b f 1 4 
tor; was ſuch a perſon, or was he not, criminally reſponſible for any boy {A 
offenſive paragraph that appeared in his newſpaper? He owned it 4.7 60 
appeared to him that ſuch a perſon was not criminally reſponſible; ES. 
and this doctrine ſeemed to be ſanctioned by a court of law, in the 2/8 
caſe of the King and Topham; there the defendant was found guilty i, 1 
1 | 


of publiſhing a libel, not as Proprietor, but as Conductor. The fame 
doctrine was held in the caſe of the King and Dudley, for there the = 
defendant was acquitted, becauſe he was only a Preprietsr, and was N 
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not the Cnductor. He wiſhed to know, from the learned gentleman, i N 
what the law was upon that ſubject, if he could fairly requre it of 9 | 
him. Such an explanation, he thought, ought to be given before the 9 
Houſe was called upon to paſs additional reſtrictions upon the preſs. wh "Gy 
The queſtion for the recommitment was then put and carried. es: 90 
The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee, 15 on 
Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that clauſe 4, p. 4, of the ame "1208 
bill enaQted,, „ that all affidavits and affirmations made by the pro- f io 
prictors, &c. ſhould be filed and kept, and that certified copies 10 


thereof ſhould reſpeRively, in all proceedings civil and criminal 
touching any newſpaper, or other ſuch paper as aforeſaid, which ſhall 
he be mentioned in any ſuch affidavits or affirmations, or touching any 
wg publication, matter, or thing contained in any ſuch newſpaper or 
; ther paper, be received and admitted as concluſive evidence of the 
M truth of all ſuch matters therein ſet forth, &c.” This clauſe, he 
0 obſerved, was looſely worded, and confounded trials for libels by 
in. information and indictment, with action and ſuit. Every gentleman 
e knew thar, in the latter where damage only is required for the act 
lh of the ſervant, identification of the proprietor was the only thing re- 
ih WY duired; but in the former a criminal intention muſt. be proved againſt 
er he defendant. This point, if ever it were doubtful, was rendered 
a5. clear by the act introduced by his honourable friend, and generally 
a called by the name of Mr. Fox's act, which in all criminal proceed- 
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hit ings for libels, requires ſpecific, proof of the malus animus. 2 it 
in ere otherwiſe, if to convict of a libel i it. were enough to 
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paper, a newſpaper proprietor was in a worſe ſituation than a mur. 
derer or robber, againſt whom the evil intention muſt be fully eſta. 
bliſhed. Mr. Hobhouſe feared this clauſe would admit of ſuch an 
interpretation: he feared that the words of it might be conſtrued to 
refer to the matter ſet forth in the proceedings civil and criminal, 
as well as to the matter ſet forth in the attidavit ; and therefore, for 
the ſake of removing all doubts, he ſhould move, that inſtead of the 
words ( herein ſet forth, ſhould be inſerted : ſet forth in ſuch 
affidavits and affirmations.” 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, he — 7 not conceive 
that any ſuch conſtruction could be put on this clauſe ; but he had 

no objection to amend it, as he and the R en ** 


on the point of law. | 
Mr. Hodhouſe's amendment was adopted. 4.9.44 


Mr. SHERIDAN contended, that this clauſe violated the prin- 


ciples. of the criminal law of England, becauſe by. that law no man 
could be called upon in the firſt inſtance to prove his | innocence; the 
er. Was bound to prove his guilt. 

Mr. ATFORNEY. GENERAL allowed that this v was a ſoul 
departure from the acknowledged principle of law, but it was un- 
avoidable, and would be attended with no miſchief. q 

After a ſhort converſation between Mr. WINDHAM, Mr 
SOLICITOR- GENERAL, and Mr. SHERIDAN, the clauſs, 

Vas agreed to- 

Mr. HOBHOUSE begged the attention of the tanned gentle- 


man (Mr. Attorney General) to the clauſe reſpecting ſtamps. He. 


ſam it was made penal in the ſum of 20l. for any perſon to have 
an unſtamped newſpaper in his poſſeſſion. He believed it had 


hitherte been a cuſtom in the trade to allow a certain limited num-, 


ber of blankes for the uſe of the office, to file or cut up for extraQng 
aditeriiſements, &c. He thought that the cuſtom was reaſonable, 


and that ſeven or eight blanks ought to be allowed to each office. 


Fromꝭ the mode of ſtamping the papers at the Stamp- office, it fre- 
quently happeted that the ſheets were ſome of them imperfectly, di, 
not mat all; ſtamped-· The mode of ſtamping, which he had learned 


fru he beſt ſource of information, was this— fifty ſheets: were laid: 
dw n in a graduated: files ſo as to leave about an ineh of the cornet 


of:eath-ilicet,and aver this the roller paſſed; but in the hurry ande 


from the moiſture of the ſheets two frequently ſtuck together, and) 


of dure die Acid nb ſtamp. In that caſe, therefore — 
daQuor.of:thopapar-was: leftrratithe: metey ; of his preſſmen, 
work na Hondtat night, and whoſe; maliee, ſheuld they rake, a di 
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might print theſe unſtamped ſheets, and their maſter afterwards be 
fined for having them in his cuſtody. This was a hard caſe. If 
this clauſe was to be retained, he ſhould adviſe the learned gentle- 
man to ſubject the preſs to the exciſe, and to place ir under the 
King's lock, like the alembic of a diſtiller. He was perſuaded that 
the learned gentleman was governed by the beſt motives. There 
was no man, of whoſe character he thought more highly. He gave 
him full credit for wiſhing not to deſtroy the liberty of the preſs, but 
to curb its licentiouſneſs. The learned gentleman, perhaps, was 
not aware of the extent to which theſe reſtraints would operate 
they would give a mortal blow to the periodical preſs. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, he had confidered much 
upon the ſubject, and no allowance of blanks could be ſuffered: 
without manifeſt hazard of great and extenſive fraud. But the ho- 
nourable gentleman would find, that, to ſubjeQ a perſon to the fine, 
he muſt wilfully and knowingly have the unſtamped paper in his 
poſſeſſion. 

Right honourable D. RYDER thought that the Newſpaper- 
office ſhould have the liberty of returning to the Stamp-office any 
04 Wh ſheets which came from thence accidentally unſtamped, and receive 
0 Wil others properly ſtamped in their room. 

j. Mr. HOBHOUSE then requeſted to ſubmit an obſervation to 
lc: e Committee upon the clauſe, which gives a power * to any one 

| WF Juſtice of the Peace, upon oath made before him, that any per- 
le- fon hath in his poſſeſſion any newſpaper intended to be ſent or car- 
He. red out of the kingdom during the war, to ſummon ſuch perſon, and 
ave in caſe he ſhall not ſubmit to be examined and to anſwer all ſuch 
bad Wh lawful queſtions as ſhall be aſked of him, to levy upon him a fine 
of Fol.; and in caſe the ſame cannot be levied, to commit him to 
priſon.“ Mr. Hobhouſe ſaid, that as the learned gentleman had 
in one inſtance this night ſhewn an inclination to deviate from the 


1 0 x 


ce. eſtabliſhed prineiples. of law, he did not expect to be ſucceſsful in 
fre: ¶ bis preſent application. He ſhould move that the whole of the 
„ A huſe be ſtruek out, for it was contrary to that grand principle of 
ned , that no man ſhall be obliged to anſwer queſtions which may 
lend to convict himſelf, If the party ſubmitted to be examined, 
orner dis examination might be read in evidence againſt himſelf ; and if 
ande refuſed, he might be fined, and if unable to pay, n for 
„ee months. 

0 After a ſhort converſation cn Mr. ATI ORNEx GENE 7 
WAL and Mr. HOBHOUSE, the former conſented to introduce -- 


Fords, which 5 confine the examination before the. Juſtioc to 
Vol. VI. 5 R 1 
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. which might eriminate others, but not the: Perſon ex. 
e 5 17 FO HEHE 

| Mr. HOBHOUSE next objected to the clauſe, which deprive 

| che preſs of the trial by jury forall penalties not excceding the ſun 

of twenty pounds. He thought the Juſtice of the Peace ſhouj 

have no power to impoſe a fine fo great; and he was the more 


difpoſed to inſiſt upon it, becauſe by another clauſe no appeal would es 

lie againſt an order or conviction made by any Juſtice of the Pee ment. 

in purſuance of this at. liable 

Mr. ATTORNEY and Mr. SOLICITOR GENERA, ſecutor 
both contended that the ſum. of 20l. was not too high, and that the Mr. 
' honourable gentleman himſelf muſt know that former acts of Par. to alten 

bree r afforded: precedents out of number.  propriet 

Mr. HOBHOUSE replied, that ſuch ads of Parliament * certain 


to be amended. to be fe 

The clauſes of the original bill being gone through, the Co condud 

' mittee proceeded to take into conſideration the clauſes introduced br WW of him 
che former Committee, - was a p 

Mr. HOBHOUSE wiſhed to amend the elauſe, requirin ft to in 
ae the printer and publiſher to deliver to the Stamp - office daily, c Mr. 
within fix days after publication, a paper ſigned by them to be be: WM dered to 
by the Commiſſioners, and to be produced in evidence at any time | 
within ws years.” He ſaid, that one year would be ſufficient 
He ſcarcely knew a penal ſtatute where the time allowed for proſe 
eution was ſo long. A man might be tried for a miſdemeanor for 
having inſerted a paragraph in a newſpaper nearly two years beſor. 
Was it poſſible for him to recall and collect the circumſtances of 1 
caſe at ſo diſtant a period ? 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that the delays in ta 
for miſdemeanors were ſuch as might defeat public juſtice altogethth 
if the time were narrowed. | Perſons by abſconding, and by mai 
other contrivances, might _ back a trial until a tw .elvemont 
was paſt. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ies that the guilty might practiſe ſuc 
evaſions, but a perſon, who was not conſcious of having com mitte 
any wrong, and was ready at all times to ſubmit his conduct to tl 
examination of a Court, might ſuſtain the hardſhip he had beſot 
ſtated. 

The Chairman then aſked whether any gentleman had any ne 
clavſes to- propoſe ? 

Right honourable D. RYDER moved a clauſe enacting that lu 
names of the proprietors regiſtered ſhould be thoſe, whoſe prop 
tional ſhares in the paper were the largeſt, 
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Mr. HOBHOUSE withed to offer a ſuggeſtion t to the learned 1 
gentleman. Two proprietors, the printer and the publiſher, were 10 
to de regiſtered and made reſponſible under this bill. Were all 5 Wl; | 
four, he aſked, liable to proſecution for one and the ſame offenſive i= 308 
paragraph? If fo, the preſs might be in an inftant ſtopped by with- 29 | i 


< 
hone: 5 
„ 


r 
n—_— Ad". = 


drawing at the ſame moment every perſon connected with its move- 
ment. Mr. Hobhouſe the 'ught that one only of the four ſhould be 
liable to proſecution, and that the choice ſhould reſt with the pro- 
ſecutor. | 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, it was not his intention 
to alter the law from what it now was, as to the reſponſibility of 
proprietors, &c. in the leaſt degree. His only object was to aſcer- | 
certain with preciſion who were the proprietors, and where they were 0 
to be found. To the ſuggeſtion of the honourable gentleman, whoſe ; 
om. conduct had been fo fair and liberal, and whoſe reſpectful treatment 
of him merited his thanks, he certainly ſhould pay due attention. It 

was a point deſerving of conſideration ; but he did not think it was 

rin; WI fit to introduce any thing of the kind into the preſent bill. 
5 Or Mr. SPEAKER having retaken the W e * _— was or- 
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A LIST of the feoeral orrICts which, being uſeleſs, a are pro- 
poſed to be aboliſhed as they become fig with the Amount 
of the ANNUAL, INCOME of each, after the Fus 


2 in the Year . 


22 — —— — — 


5 INCOME ariſing r _ Þ..TOTAL. 
8 : "| INCOME. 
Salary. Fees. Fi ) 
1 r EL 5 
Iaſpector of „ 15800 3 3 — li 1,800, 1 
Regiſter of ſeinures— 414 8 6 —— 414 daß, 
Inſpector of Exchequer | | *. 
books in the out ports | 223 © © — 4 223 * 's. 
Surveyor general — | 349 3 | 2,002 13 111 24351 17 bY 
Surveyor of ſubſidies and | 
petty cuſtoms  — 216 8 80 1,887 it ( 1 25 104 0. 27 
Regiſter of warrants — — | 25+. 6- . 4 6 5 
C. 3-003 4 10 4,141 11 10] 5,144 15 1 


4. „ 4 AOA 
Salaries = = 3,093 4 1 [Avg 29) a 
4.441 11 10 „ — 7 
Total L. 7,144 15 11 | ; 
5 Cyſtom-houſe, oy | — 7101 
* 28th February 1798. oy DALLEY. 
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A LIST of the ſeveral OFFICES: dich, on Vacancies, FAN to be 


aboliſhed, as. Patent Offices, but 


cefary, are propoſed to be þ Aus either by 


'% 
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the Perſons We held the Patents, or 8 
Revenue: together with the Ambunt 
COME of each, in the 


Duties of hiehg being ne- 


the Deputies to 


| Officers of the 
the ANNUAL IN. 
Year 1788, after Deduction of Faxes. 


INCOME ariſing from 


TOTAL 


1 —— — * A > — 4 
PORT of LONDON, 
gyperviſor of the 1 
general's receipts and 
payments - 
Regiſter-general of all 


to Great Britain — 
lnſpector- general of im- 
ports and ex ports 
Controller inwafds and 
outwards — — 
Collector inwards — 
Collector outwards 
Uſher in the long room 
Nineteen king's waiters 
„tief ſearcher | > — 
tie under ſearchers -. 


2 
%o ſearchers at Graveſ- | 


ene — 1 


5 Total London L. 


OUT PORTS. 
Twenty-three cuſ- 
tomers — — | 

Twenty comtrollers 
Twenty ſearchers — | 


r 3, 4 


Four king's waiters at 
Briſtol — 
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A LIST of * 3 OFFICES which are. propoſed to A either bi 
aboliſhed, conſolidated, or regulated: with the Amount of the i: 5 
ANNUAL INCOME of each, after DeduQiion of Taxes, j in 85 


the Lear 1788. 
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= — — — 2 

INCOME ariſing Gow > 

TOTAL E 

INCOME, = 

PORT of LONDON. | — FO — 

; 5 4. d. 5 5. FA © Of, d. — * 

Receiver 1 fines and for- £ | £ £ = | 

feitures for London — 8 12 2 62 12 6 02 : S « 

Receiver of fines and for- — . | P , * 5 

feitures remitted from | ** 

the out ports — E 66 6 — „ Ta W. Regal 
8 fines and oy | * 9 
forfeitures remitted | = 3 

from the out ports 259 6 9 3 | 259 6 g 5 8 

Accountant of petty re- | | E + 

ceipts _ 501 10 Of — 501 10 0 8 
Surveyor of the out- port 0 12 8 

accounts 194 911 — 194 9 11 — 

Four examiners of out- 2 * 8 

— collector's quarter 5 * 
e 5 

Cuſtomer of cloth and | | 2 5 

tty cuſtoms outwards — 69 10 g 5 

Collector of the petty cuſ- ＋ 8 5 8 

toms inwards — $4. 14 % 243 87 2 288 11 11 2 2 

3 Controller of cloth and | | 2 * 
2 petty .cuſtoms "inwards 8 2 8 
N and outwards — 144 19 4 37 19 4| 182 18 $ 2 

Collector of the great cuſ- | 125 | : 8 — 

toms on wool and lea- 4 5 5 

ther exportd — 32 4 4] 188 7 7 220 2 5. 
Controller of the great 5 ; 5 8. 

cuſtoms on | wool and 14-4 2 2 S* 
leather ported - 19 4 8} 42 12 51 51 19 3 3 7 

2 = © — — t ; — — — — — 

Total — L. 3 of 645 % 4| 3-170 9 3 
WR 2 2 8 = $$ 3 
* Lo 7. 4.5 7 - = — 2 
R. 2524 45 0 e 5 | 8 ng 
ees 3 643 79 4: 8.8 ES " a 
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20,952 11 10 | 


20,508 2 


1 


2 20 


— — — — 


17,841 15 7 
II2 
17,953 18 5 


\ ABSTRACT of TOTALS. 


1,845 12 9 4.329 11 6Y 6,75 4 37 


2,998 13 5 
— — —————_—_ 


2,666 6 10 


Out Ports 
Total — 


— 


General Total L. 


3. = London 


LIST, No, 1. Nil. 
Coſtom Houſe, 
28th February 1798. 


The vice 
Principa 
Private « 
Corſican 
Clerk t. 

liſh ſe 
Two ge 

chamb 
Two pa 
Phyſiciar 
Chaplain 
Catholic 
Treaſure 


Clerk to 


Secretary 
N. B. 
ſalary wa 
cretary  « 
land of 
under {-c 
and othe 
that depa 
paid by tl 
deeretary 
part me 


Aſſiſtant 2 


The V 
officers, a 
account o 
Two t] 
bis firſt 3 
above eK 
mentioned 
to the {ec} 
and the ty 


An ACCOUNT of the CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT of the 
Iſland of CORSICA ; diſtinguiſhing the DATES of the ſeve- 
ral Appointments, the SALARIES, and other EMOLU- 
MENT'S attached to each, and the DATE at which each re- 
ſpectively ceaſed to be paid: as far as the ſame can be aſcertained 
in the Secretary of State's Office for the Home Department. 


„„ 


315 


—ů — 


DATE 


when the ſalary 
commenced, 


DATE> -- 
at which the ſa- 
lary ceaſed to be 
paid. 


OFFICES. 
The viceroy — 
Principal Engliſh ſecretary 
Private ditto _ 
Corſican ſecretary — 


Clerk to principal Eng- 
liſh ſecretary — — 
Two gentlemen of the 
chamber, each 100l. 
Two pages, each gol. , 
Phyſician 


Chaplain — — 
Catholic chaplain — 

Treaſurer — _ 
Clerk to ditto — — 


Secretary of ſtate — 
N. B. gool. additional 
ſalary was paid to the ſe- 
cretary of ſtate by the 
iſland of Corſica; and the 
under {-cretary of ſtate, 
and others employed in 


that departinent, were alſo 


paid by that iſland, 
decretary of military de- 

part ment b 
Aſſiſtant and two clerks. 


—— 


SALARIES. 
per annum. 
. 
8,000 Oo o 
200 e 
100 © © 
100 0 © 
gt 5-6 
200 © c 
100 0 © 
365 \o © 
200.. ©' 0 
60 oo 
$83 -16: © 
65136 
9644 7 6 
1,000 O0 
>:g65- 0:0 
146 00 


— 


24 Nov. 
zd Oct. 


ditto 
ditto. 


ditto 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


1794 
ditto 


ditto 
ditto 


ditto 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


ditto]. 


3d May 1797 
| Ditto 
Ditto 
15th Nov. 1796 


25th January 1797 


iſ October 1796 
iſt October ditto 
isth Nov. ditto 

ditto ditto 
ift October ditto 
25 th January 1797 
ditto ditto 


— ad 


The Viceroy had four aides de camp, two of whom were Engliſh 


officers, and the other two Corſican officers, 


account of Military Appointments. ' 


s firſt appointment. 


Two thouſand pounds equipage money was a 


They are returned in the 


lowed to the Viceroy on 
No emolument whatever, other than the ſalaries 


above expreſſed, was received by any of the perſons holding the above- 
mentioned appointments, unleſs the uſual allowance for the bat and forage 


to the ſecretary of the military department (being a Britiſh field officer) 
and the two Engliſh aides de camp of the Viceroy, be accounted ſuch. 
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216 PARLIAMENTARY [Commoxs, 


An ACCOUNT of all the PENSIONS, ALLOWANCES, 
GRATUI TIES, or other EMOLUMENTTS, which have been 
granted, or ſtill continue to be paid, to any Corſican Officers, 

Civil or Military, employed in the Service of CORSICA , as 
far as the ſame can be aſcertained in the Secretary of State's Office 
for the Home Department. 


Grx:RAL De POT. - A penſion of 1,000], per annum was granted to 
him on His Majeity's acceptance of the Crown of Corfica, to commence 
on the 2oth of June 1794. That penſion was increaſed to 2, oocl. per 
annum, on his quitting Corſica to reſide in England- His penſion i; 
held during the King's pleaſure, and is the ſame as he enjoyed mary 
years, during his former reft/ence in Envland, 


i. __ 


——_— 
— 


— „ 


An ACCOUNT of all the PENSIONS, GRATUITIES, orother 
EMOLUMENTs, which have been granted, or ſtill concinue 
to be paid, to any Britiſh Officers, Civil or Military, employed 
in the Service of CORSICA ; as far as the ſame can be aſcer- 
tained in the Secretary of State's Office for the Home De- 
partment. 4 


— — 5 


| NAMES of | EE 
| PERSONS. | SUMS granted per Ann. 


OFFICES, 


1 
— 


56-1 | | Two hundred pounds, to, 
Phyfician to the Viceroy. Dr. James Wilſon.] commence from the 


— — 
js * - q Yor 


3 


8 NOULvLDEeER, , * 
CLASSES |of Allow- |, JUN | | 
| of ances of | 8 OBSERVATIONS, 
ALLOWANCES|-ach Claſs, Per anum. 
| Iheſe allowances are temporary 
and conditional. They com. 

1 # menced on the 25th of Otto. 

| ber 1796, when the evacus- 

Firſt claſs 400 3 1,200 | tion of Corſica took place, 
Second ditto 300 4 1,200 The liſt expreſſes the ſtate of 
Third ditto 200 6 1,200 allowances in january 1797, 

Fourth ditto 150 1 150 ſince which period a dimimu- 
Fifth ditto roo 9 goo tion may probably have taken 
Sixth ditto 75 4 300 place. A conſiderable pto- 
Sev· nth ditto 50 16 doo portion of theſe allowances, 
Eighth ditto 40 6 240 particularly of the higher 
Ninth ditto 25 4 100 claſſes, is made to perions 
Tenth ditto 12 3 12 having families, and ſome of 
| | ———| them numerous. 'I hey have 
J. 6,102 been all forced to quit their 
- — country, and have loſt their 

| 9 eſtates and property. 


An ACCOUNT"'of the MILITARY APPOINT 


-” nected with the Poſſeſſion of COR 


— 
— 
1 
— 


- 16th November 1790. 


g Regimental Promotions) occaſioned, by or con- 


MENT'S (not bein 
His Majeſty's Forces ; 


SICA by 


other EMOLUMEN 


a 


; diſtinguiſhing the DATES of the ſeveral Appoint- 
I'S attached to each, and the DATES at which each reſpectively ceaſed to 


ments, the PAY and 
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DEBATES. 325 


SECRETARY OF STATE's OFFICE. 


RETURN to an ORDER of the Honourable - Houſe of Com- 
mons for © An Account of the Civil Eſtabliſhment of the 
« CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, dittinguiſhing the DATES 
« of the ſeveral APPOIN | MENTS, the SALARIES, and 
« Other EMOCLUMENTS att-ched to cach;” as far as the 
{ame can be made out trom the Documents in the faid Office. 


APPO!NTMENTS. | DATES. SALARIES. loher EMOLU- 
| MENT'S. 
Governor — —{j30th Dec. 1796 | 10,000 2,000 table money 
Lieutenant-governor zoth Dec. 1796 "3,000 
Secretary and regiſter [3oth Dec. 1796| 3, ooo 
Under ſecretary — — — 1,590 
Two aides de camp to | ic ſhillings a 
the Governor = j | | day each | 
Judge of the Vice 
8 ; 6th Ja1. 17 600 © © 
Admiralty Court ] 797 


i 


* 


The King's pleaſure having ben fignified that the fees and perquiſites 
received by any public offices, eitablihid or to be eſtabliſhed at the Cape 
of God Hope, ſhould in no caſe whatever belong to the perſon or per- 
ſons employed in ſuch offices, no emoluments can attach to any of the 
above appointments. | a 


There may be ſome ſmaller appointments at the Cape of Good Hope; 
the Governor having a diſcretionary power to make ſuch as might be 
neceſſary tor carrying on the public ſervice ; but no account of them has 
been reccived at this office, | 


Parliament-ftreet, 5 IOHN CHAPMAN, 
5th April 1798. Chief Clerk, 


= TE = r 

nee — * 1 ps — FIT" 

OT 2 WR re. 
r ” ef 


NR & 
5 l „ FOE * d 
wn; 
* 82 
ESE 
W. * 
£3 Fer Wd 


— 
. _ 


8 oa X's — 
3 : =% avi Soars Benn 
* „ 8 
— — - : 


6. 
I 
r 
3 : 4 
i.» 8 
* gg * 
1 
1 


” 
4 + ak © . 5.4 
— * — — > — 
* , . . —_— , . 1 5 a 
hh * eee ö Na % "url : * 0 Oy . * J ; 2 = 
A 0 4 g . 0 - — - : =. 
$. . WERE on Gate rate 2 - 5 » . w —_ 
; 2 - * y £ a 2 * - — 1 ** k 
E <a. — - 2 x 4 4” EW es 4 88 5 r a * — £ " - TY * K 1 & ot WS” at 1 
. 0 = A p 7 — 8 * * 9 * * To 7 —_—_— £1 > - 4 - 1 2 21 * + _—_ 
4 Fr Gr „ wb "Pi * en 2 Wr oa «4 3 — — (8 - 83 N K g Mew — 4 * py 
r ©. 7 +I ' * — — 1 5 x x 5 Eg . p ' oh 
* ö 78 * 9 © a: r — 7 f 4 GR 1 „ * _» N — * 
mg G = S * 8 i 2 Thu BL = 5 8 | — 
© 7 $ - d - o — 4 s « 5 — _ - 
A _ % — 2 - 4 * . 4 — * 1 * 
ayes — — moon” Sf 5 4 - : 4 ? 
4 _ 4 ” * < — wa * * 4 7 1 — 


— 
—x F . 


— 
4 


* 3 
N 3 


„ 


—— — 
— 


5 


. 
F 
2 — — — —— 


— —— — 
—— IREIT 4 
353 
rr 

* 


* 0 
n 
— — 
7 LE! I D wy 
Soom po ter os 
9 — r 
2 my > 
3c 


— 4 — 


G 
—— ** . 
4 * 3 
1 —— apr fag Ds. 
cc 


326 


PARLIAMENTARY 


[ Commoxs, 


An ACCOUNT of the Number of BARRELS of HERRINGS 


Exporrted from the ſeveral Ports of England in the tollowing 


Periods, viz. 


in the Nine Years preceding the 5th January 


1771; in the Sixteen Years preceding the 5th January 1787; 
and in the Ten Years preceding the 5th January 1797; with 
the Amount of the BOUNTY paid thereon : diſtinguithing 
each Port, and the Red from the White Herrings: together with 
the Number of Barrels of He&rrings Exported from Scotland in 
the ſame Periods, and the Amount of the Bounty paid thereon. 
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iſt PERIOD. 
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** 
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For Nine Years preceding the 5th January 1771. 


— Aldbro? -« 

Berwick - 
Briitol - 
Beaumaris 

Cardigan — 
Ca; iifle - 
Dover - 
Exeter — 
Harwich 
Hull - 

Hfr2combe 

Lancaiter - 
Liverpool - 
Minehead - 
Newcaſtle -< 
Portſmouth 
Plymouth - 
Rye 
Shorebham 
LIVES 
Southwold hy 
Whitehaven — 


FFC 


mat 


Yarmouth 


London = 


Total England — 
In  - —— 


Clean | Red | White BOUNTY. 
Shotten. | Herrings. { Herrings, 
5 
— — L; +4 
— 215 2,254 
— 4 16,126 
— + 11 866 
3 8 1,700 
1 PEE 1 | 
— 7 — 
— — — | 
— 2.006 F. 2073 > 111,879 8 6 
— — 176 
— — 4,126 
45 | 2,579 
1,076 | 148,612 403 
8,912 4,2155 
1,076 160, 5h 37.789] 111,879 8 6 
— 214.644 28,619 5 4 
1,076 | 160,509 252.4331) 140,498 13 10 


Great Britain —| * 
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An ACCOUNT of the Number of BARRELS of HERRINGS, 


&c.—continued. 
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For Sixteen Years preceding the 5th January 1787. 


Red | White 
Herrings. Herrings. 


Clean 
| Shot ten. 


BOUNTY. 


Aldbro* + 
Berwick ” 
Briſtol - 
Beaumaris 

. Cardigan 
Carliſle 
Dover — 
Exeter — 
Harwich 
Hull Df, 
Ilfracombe 
Lancaſter 
Liverpool 
Minshead 
Newcaſtle 
Portſmouth 
Plymouth 
Rye „ 
Shoreham 

St. Ives 5 
Southwold 
Whitehaven 
Yarmouth 
London - 


Total England 
Scotland 


Great Britain 


Wannen 


— 
3 
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» 
TM 
> | o> 


bole 


14,2193 
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1452192 


91 
516 
19,837 
156535 
931 
909 


160 | 


—— — 


Io 


— — 
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38,0723 £131,635 1 65 
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171,465 
447,1452 


131,535 1 
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612,611) 190, 987 5 5 


4 S 5 — * * 4 
—.— I Bk "FH . * 0 um 2 y _—_— . _ 7x . 4 5 - . 
- . AE & A 4 * PL $ * x" * 1 Pp: vn Tl go A u 25” Eo oe 
2 5 . OO 87 4 A a p h 2 * 
8 3 . * 1 222 * "Foo SIRE. 24 nar det HS 2 4 
- _ _ = k nd neck — NT of o_ YT 3 =. be, 4 - 1 - — 1 


8 


— 
= hang 2 


— 
* 6 * 
1. 


* 
8 r 


A £ 2 2 

. 22 a 1 
e —X 
Sa 2 


A : 
f 
2 
. 2 — A — 4 _ 
8 = 
— COTTE- 
Feet 


. 
Y 
— 
D IE 
* ja 24 
3 
—— — 


as 85 * 1 8 » 3 
3 r ES 
; a” * 
tr 


— — 3 = N 
— As. 3 RL rx * ro 
* Fe "NIE „ —— N 
WEN > 8 
— 2 pd = WF” x 
0 * 


328 PARLIAMENTARY [CoMmoxg, 
An ACCOUNT of. thc Number of BARRELS, of RERKRINGS, , 
| &e. — concluded. , An | 
of 
— r rr | | T 8 th 
1 zd PERIOD. Er 
? Pe 
4— po — . _ 17 
For Ten Years preceding the 5th January 179). 17 
17 
. N. 
Clean Rea White gif 
Shouen, Herr: gs. Herrings. BOUNTY, Ve 
of 
| be” SCO 
Aldbro” — | — 25 1. „ 
Berwick — | 619 10 
Briſtol - — 829 | 42,988 a 
Beau maris — 19 5,6104 
> Cardigan — 3 2,633 
Carliſle — — 572 
Dover — 153 _ 
Exeter - — — — 
Harwich — 6043 — 
Hull 3-4 — — 20 
Ilfracombe — 807 764 ; 
Lancaſter — — 20 $1,953 9 10 
Liverpool — | 14,611 | 23,551 | 
Minchead — — 1,244 
Newcaltle — 4 4,504 
Portſmouth — _ 500 
Plymouth — — — harnſtagl 
Rye „ — 1,208 5 "Bt k 
Shoreham TY MI —_ Brittol 
Sti ives = — 10 395 © Wages" 
South wold _ — — Liverpoo 
Whitehaven | 28F 6203| 7,609 Newcaitl 
, Yarmouth 7332 , 104434? | 775 Southwol 
London — 37.3654 75˙783 Whiteha v 
* 4 Ns amen Yarm; 
Total England 762 161,244 167.008; $1,953 9 103 mout! 
Scotland — | 8,616 394234 53,318 $. 8 England * 
c . 
Great. Britain 762 169,861; 56,2422 135,271 18 67 proper: 
THOMAS IRVING, Il, C. 
Iaſpector- general's Office, Cuſtom- Inſpector-general of the Imports. Annual me 
houſe, London, 28th March 1798. and Exports of Great Britain, &. — 
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DEBATES. 329 


An ACCOUNT of the Number of VESSELS, with the Amount 
of their Tonnage, and the Number of Men and Boys employed 
therein, which have been fitted out, from the ſeveral Ports of 


. . 1 a 1 - 
England, for the White-Herring Fiſhery, in the following We 
Periods, viz. For the Nine Years preceding the 5th January 4 
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1771; for the Sixteen Years preceding the 5th January 
1787; and for the Ten Years preceding the 5th January 
1797 :--with the Amount of the BOUNTY paid, and the 


ws „ 
— — = 


2 $55 > 
r * - 4 2 


7 * 
"Y . 
—— — 


o 
. nv 


; 7 


7 Number of Barrels of Herrings caught by the ſaid Veſſels : 9 1 
diſtinguiſhing each Port: together with the Total Number of 1 9 

J | > © 188 

Veſſels, Fons, and Men, fitted out, and the Number of Barrels - 8 

of Herrings caught, and alfo the Amount of the Bounty paid in * 

Scotland, in the above Periods. ... i 
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Tonnage Bounty, gos. per Ton. 
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Whitehaven 3600 17,148] 3,959] 2,596] 25,720 17 
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en — | 434] 22,757 5,132] 343074] 39.431 4 91 
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2d PERIOD. 
Tonnage Bounty, 30s. per Ton. 
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PI 


For Sixteen Years preceding 5th January 1787. 


Es 


Barnſtaple 
Berwick — 
Briſtol . 
Ilfracombe 
Liverpool 


Southwold 
Whitehaven 
Varmouth 


5 England . 


Scotland, from its 


proper account 


Total, G. Britain 


Annual medium 


Barrels of 
Herrings. 


Amount of 


19,340 12 6 


83 
»- 6 
< —— — — * 


1,853 1,64 
35 222 
1,888 1,865 
33-612] 465,350 
35, 5000 467,215 
,218 
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218,230 0 10 
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Barnſtaple. 
Berwick 
Briſtol 
Ilracombe 
Liverpool 
Newcaſtle 
Southwold 
Whitehaven 
Yarmouth 


England 


Scotland, from its 


proper account 


Total, G. Britain| 


Annual medium 


Note, —The following note is annexed to the port of Whitehaven : 
The principal part o 


3d PERIOD. - 


20s. per Ton Bounty, and 45. per Barrel, or. 18. per 
Barrel, as the caſe may be, by the act of the 26th of 
Geo. HI. chap. $1. ſec. i,, ih 


— 
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For Ten Years preceding the 5th January 1797. 


aid 


Veſſels. 


— » Oo 


Tons, 


£1 

3513 

129 
27 


95 
589 
750 
981 


2,9752 


14.391 


147.3662 


Men. 


33,666 


14,730 


34-367 


Barrels off Amount of 
Herrings. Bounty. 
| . 4. = 
169 81 8D 
7983] 351 10 © 
| 197 | 31 10 D 
133 16 14 0 
13 P.; 
2,562 303 - 1 
2,0972] 1, C66 6 
1,910 1,313 16 3 
7.885] 3,214 16 3 
536,064 144,391 13 4 
543-949 | 147,606 9 7 
544394 | 14,760 12 11 


3,4.36 


—— 


ha! 


| 


the veſſels fitted out in the year 1771, belonged 


* to different ports in Scotland; and on their return from the fiſhery, 
* diſcharged their cargoes at their reſpective homes.” | 


In pector - general 's Office, 


THOMAS IRVING, . © 
InſpeRor-general of the Imports and 
Exports of Great Britain, 


Cuſtom-houſe, London, March 28th, 1798. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Number of VESSELS, with: their Ton. 


| | n AC 
4 nage, and Number of Men and Boys employed therein, which ; 1 
- have, in the Ten Years preceding the 5th of January L797, Janu: 
| | received the BOUNTY in England, granted by the 27th Geo. of IF 
1 III. Chap. 10. Sec. 4. to ſuch Veſſels as have taken, within On 
| the Space of One Year, the Proportion of Six Barrels of HER. 1 
RINGS for cach Ton of the Veficl's Burden ; with the Clap 
| Amount of Bounty, and the Number of Barrels of Herring paid : 
| caught by the ſaid V eflels : diſtinguiſhing each Port. ; 
br VESSELS. NUMBER. 
4 | BARRELS Og 
| | 1errings BOUNT\ Prifol 
: ( | Aaken. 3 
: PORTS. | Number. | Tons. Men. Boys "Fl 6 r 
, a N | 2 | Card! an 
4 . | A | Carliſſe 
$ Dover 
| K Le . 4. Ilfracomb 
4 | . Fo, Lancafter 
A Deal - - : 66] 24 | — 3 . A 
. Dorer 24 645 269 — 5167 of N 
4 | Whitchav 
4 | ys [= -- 13 a. . | 2,159 I. — 
q | Southwold 5 1 65 — 1,603 306 3 
Yarmouth | 251 |11,03612,979 | — | 92,254 | 16,248 14 © 
1 3 Amount o 
| 1 — ͤ ö˖ õũüiäĩrʃk(v and boy 
Total of as | | 6 the abo! 
ten years 293 [12,819] 3,429 | — 101,704 | e op. a the Scot 


THOMAS IRVING, 
Inſpector-general of the Imports and 
5 Exports of Great Britain and the 
gelangen, ==} | Britiſh Colonies. 


ſtom- houſe, London, 
denen z8th, 1798. 
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aſpector. 
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\n ACCOUNT of the Number of Barrels of HER RINGS 


taken in England, in the Ten Vears preceding the 5th of It 
January 1797, by Veſſels or Boats not fitted out for the Ton- 1 
nage Bounty, which Herrings were entitled to the Bounty of i 
One Shilling per Barrel, by 26 Geo. III. Chap. 8 1. Sec. rr. . 
and. of One additional Shilling per Barrel, by 25 G. III. | 
Chap. 55. See. 3. : together with the Amount of the Bounty A 
paid: — Diſtinguiſhing each Port. | | p 
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Priſtol — 
Blackaey 
Berwick 
Bileford 

Card! an 
Carliile 
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Dover — 
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— „ 68 14 
— 743 5 1e 
497 42 17 
- 2.042 106 5 
— 2,03! 128 10 


Iliracombe 
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Minehead - 
St. Ives FE 
Whitchaven — co _— 11,405 | 789 
Yarmouth — — — 102, 9033 |” 5,932 
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Total of England - 224,981 13,780 
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Amount of the barrels of herrings, | 1 
and bounty paid in Scotland in | 
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a 


—— 


46 | N pi 
the above period, brought 25281 408, 8764 29,348 1 9 M1 
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the Scotch account = by. 1 
5 — | 10 1 
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43.128 12 3g = 
Total of Great Britain 61398574 | — — | \ 
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Cuſtom-houſe, London, 
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An ACCOUNT of the N ü VESSELS, which have re. 
n the PREMIUMS in England, granted by the 26th 
Geo. III Chap 81. Sec. 14.—with the Amount of ſuch 

eo. III. a n as 
Premiums in the Ten Years preceding the 5th January 1797 : 
diſtinguiſhing each Port. 


Veſlels. 


Tons. 


#7 


Men. 


k 4 — 


BOUNTY. 


if or-general's Office, 
1 r London, 
28th March, 1798. 


THOMAS IRVING, 


| general of the Import 
222 of Great Britain. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Total Number of VESSELS, with their 
Tonnage, and Number of Men and Boys employed therein, | 

which have been fitted out from the ſeveral Ports in Scotland, 4 
for the WHI'TE-HERRING , FISHERY, in the following l 
Periods, viz. for the Nine Years preceding the 5th January 


— 


Mar 
. 


— — — 
4 
. * 


þ- EF: 42 
TINS — — 


| | 
i 1771; for the Sixteen Years preceding the 5th January 1787 ; | 


and for the Ten Years preceding the 5th January 1797 ; under 
the 26th of Geo. III. Chap. 81. Sec. 1, 8, 9, 10.—with 
the Number of Barrels of Herrings caught, and the Amount of 


the Bounty paid in each of the above Periods : W j 
each Port. 
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1ſt PERIOD. Tonnage Bounty gos. per Ton. 
4 Names 


of the e "For Nine Years preceding the 5th January 1771.7 
. PORTS. 


| Veſſels. | Tons. | Ven . Barrels. Bounty. 
0 | | Boys. | | N 
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14 


Aberdeen 
& Air — — 
| Anſtruther 
Borrowftoneſs 
Campbeltown 
ol; Jamfries * 1 
in. Dunbar — ena] * © 
Dundee — 
Fort William 
Iſle Martin 
Inverneſs - 
Ire ine 5 
Kercaldy 
Leith — + en 
Lerwick | 
Oban 
Orkney Ts 
Port Glaſgow 
Greenock — 
Preſton Pans 
Rothſay „ 
Storna way 
Stranraer 
6 . 
'obermo 
Wigton 1 — 
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Wenne 
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Note- The diſt inctions of the 
ports for this period has not 
been made in the particular 
accounts tranſmitted from 
Scotland. | 
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24 PERIOD. Tonnage Bounty 30s. per Ton. 


— — 
Names A | | I 
of the For Sixteen Years preceding the th January 178). 
PORTS. | = 
| Men 
Veſſels. Tons. and | Barrels. Bounty, 
| | Boys. 
| | 
. d | ” 
Aberdeen — 8 
Ep ur LET] 97 525 8.772 3,582 2 6 
* ruther — — ; — 
Borrowſtoneſs -, 3 171 39 506 288 © 0 
Campbeltown 774 40, 611 9.240 124,666; 60,916 10 0 
Dumfries 4 178552 42 634 267 15 © 
Dane — a _ 18 227 99 0 0 
undee . 30 10 131 54 0 0 
Fort William 2 4672 13 169 69 7 6 
Iſle Martin — — —ͤ—ę—ͤ — — 
Inverneſs 16 609.7, 168] 1,9203 914 7 6 
. — 131 6,245 77 1,438] 15,882 9,368 7 6 
ercaldy 8 eee, ee OT 
on. £ — 24 10 1% 275 3,191 1,791 0 . 
rwic I 43; 14 41 97 © 
_ — 75 52315 Lo mw 7540 12 ; 
FRNEY _— 3 29757 5 22 4,499 10 
Port Glaſgow 221 | 10,2807, 2,350 32,8672] 15,429 5 0 
N — 886 | 39,999 9308 14,4052 59,999 17 6 
Preſton Paus — — 
Rothſay — 20 | 19,2761 4,482 57889. | 28,914 12 6 
Stornaway 218 9.37172] 2, 205 26,5884] 14,146 © : 
Stranraer — 110 5.34442] 1,228] 17,280;| 8,017 12 
2 — 30 1.301] 314] 3,23 1953 5 
obermory — | | — | —— — 
Wigton — 4 3 35 RY 9 160 $3 5 0 
Total 3,050 145.3477 33,612 465,426 | 218,229 ay 
Annual medium 190 |, 9. o84 2, 100 29,089 | 13,639 7 9 
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Inſpe&or-general's Office, 
Cuſtom-houſe, London, 28th March, 1798. 


Vor. VI. | 
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3d PERIOD, 
5 . FOR 
Names | | 1 = 
<f For Ten Years preceding the 5th January 1797. 
Veſlels.| Tons. 3 Bafrrels. Bounty. 
"1 
: 1 4 
Aberdeen 3 $397 7 2 SOT $4 
Air — J $6 2.273 [54 41] 3,00 3 4 
Anftruther 11 5007 133]; 1 723 14 1 
Borrowſtoneſs 11 576 137 „ 909. 19 ,15 
as > "rag 488 2742095, Gay 98,7782 38.7% 1 
umfries 7 230 0 64 310 15 3 
ee — 2 8615 37 1 243 we 4 
undee — 4 184 5 43 15, 02 29 18 IT 
Fort William | 24 6024 1644 1,792 832 14 11 
Iſle Martin 592,29 5530. 6,1582] 3,116 15 5 
Inverneſs. - 6 276 4 76 1,221 422 11 2 
lrrine . 70 4.037 909 10, 462 55 5 2 
Kercaldy _ 8 38055 94 2,270 608 12 9. 
_ 5 — 7 36375 25 72 15 1 92 
erwic — 2 1108 7 145 1 4 
2828288 SS oe 9 Os 
rkney — 30 |. 1,508 5 437] 7,873 2,709 16 9 
Port Glaſgow 85 | 493745 | 1,098] 14,158 6,973 10 9 
8 — 826 39,632 9.243 161,050 ne 4 IT 
reſton Pans I C3 ts} -- 7-266 =_ 2 
Rothſay — | 551 28, 5041; 6,5710124, 281 42,122 ©. 8 
ee 373 | 14,698 | 3.628 38,780 | 19,802 7 8 
Stranraer -| 105 | 4853 | 1,144] 14,265 | 6,502 6 167 
Thurſo — 155 | 79737] 932 29,471,515 f 62 
. 5 97172 29 255 131 14' 11 
gton © — — 3 pong bY at 
Total 2,949 144,39 172 33.5665 36,064 206,011 2 10 
2 — — ——— — ö 
Annual medium 294 14,439 3.3661 53,606 20.601 2 4 
Hos UN. 


5 Inſpector· general of the Imports and 
_ Exports gf Great Britain. 
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Inſpetthr-cthefal's Offite, Caſtom- I*"_InſpsRor- mp 


An ACCOUNT of the Number of BARRELS of HERRINGS 
taken in Scotland, in the Ten Years preceding the | 5th January 
1797, by. Veſſels or Boats not fitted out for the "Tonnage 
Bounty; which Herrings were entitled to the Bounty of 18. per 
Barrel, by the 26th Geo. III. Chap. 8 1. Sec. 1 1.; and of 
One Additional Shilling per Barrel, by the 35th Geo. III. 
Chap. 56. Sec. 3.; together with the Amount of the Bounty 
paid thereon: diſtinguiſhing each Port. 


PORT. Number of 
| of Bounty. 
Barrels. 
„ - . 
Aberdeen — 1, 890 299 23 "6 
Ink | of | abs. 34 3 0 
Aa — 4943 453 2 © 
Anſtrutber— 11,059 | 706 8 6 
Borrowſtoneſss | 16,8593 1,425 12 © 
» Cxithneſsor Thurſo} 46,1995 3032 It 3 
Campbdtown, _ 9,528 748 12 0 + 
Dumfries — | 8 A 8.4... 
— — , » 55794 6,09. ; 
Dundes —— f n 
Fort William 22,442 1,298 16 G 440 
1 . |} —| | 974 ;| bad 
Irvine — 3.278 07 en 
Ille Martin — 28,2022 | 1,521 10 6 3 
Kercaldly —— 15,2044 iT oe... 
Leith — 19,351 1,543 129 f. 
Lerwick * 84384 271 1B, 8 0 
Oban — . 232 15% x 
5 „ g7 39-0 
Port Glaſgow 41,700 35439 1 
Glaſgow — | 2255 ole 
Greenock | — 107, 414 7-949 9 9 
Preſton Fans 15551 100 1320 
Rothlay — 16,8624 1,467 6 © 
Stornaway |— | 15-044 | 785 3 
Stranraer | 47364 $63 29 60. 1.6 
- Tobetmory | = | 19994 {| .....337.,9.0....-: 
on be FAY e 
e eee FA 29,343 1 9 il 
3 er N 1 f 3 REES 3 nog! 
A Average bounty 13. fd. per barrel. 
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houſe, London, 28th March, 1798. ] and Exports of Great Britain, 
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hv COUNT 856 the „Nomber of BARRELS of HERRINGS 
- Exported from Scotland in the following Periods, 'viz. in the 
Nine Years preceding the 5th January 1771; 
Years preceding the 5th January 1787; aid for the Fen 
Years preceding the Sth January 1797; under the 26th Geo. 
„III. Chap. 8 1. Sec. 1, 8, 9, 10: With the Amount of the 
Bounties paid thereon: diſtinguiſning each . and the Red 
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PARLIAMENTARY [Commons, 
An/ACCOUNT of the Number of BARRELS of HERRINGS, An AC 
| &c. —continued. 
78 ; * a 
0 SIX TEEN YEARS 
3 preceding the 5th January 1787. 
White Red Amount of | 
| Herrings. * Bounty. —— 
* . = 8 Aber 
| Air 
| £+ 4. 4 Anft 
Aberdeen — — 359 70 53 19 10 Cam 
Air — — 1,873 —— 249 14 8 Dum 
Anſtruther — 1,043 | —— 129-1 4 Dun 
Campbeltown — | 106,9493 13,459 18 8 Dune 
Dumfries — >; 03 28 13 4 Fort 
Dunbar — — 521 | 5,088 $1675 4 Inver 
Dundee — —1 — — Irvin 
Fort William — 60 — 870-0 Iſle ! 
Invernefs — 478 | — 63 14 8 Kirk 
Irvine — 1 6,261 | —— 834 16 o Rirk 
Iſle Martin — _ 226 1,4262 154 19 o Leith 
Kirke udbright — 205 | —— 23.0 8 Leriy 
Kirkwall — — — ů — Mon 
Leith ' —— — 4.5304“ —— 604 1 4 Cbar 
Lerwick — 4,866 |  — 648 16 0 Orkr 
Montroſe - —— 24 — 3 4 © Port 
Oban —— — 6,112 | — 814 18 8 Gree 
Orkne — — _ | Roth 
Port Glaſgow and Glaſgow 43.337 10 5,779 2 10 Stran 
Greenock — | 226,458 706 30, 250 3 6 Sto rn 
Rothſay — J 2.189 291 17 4 Thur 
Stranraer and St. Patrick 7,6184 —— 1,0 8 0 Wigt 
Stornaway — 23.659 | —— 3,154 10 8 
Thurſo — 9754 — 1,300 10 8 
Wigton — — — 410 — 114 
a 2 | — Ann 
Ly Total — | 4411453 7.300 59,452 3 0 MW _ 
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Infoetor: 3 Office, 
Cuſtom-boule, London, 28th March, 1797. 


342 [CoMMoxs, 


RETURN 'of the CORPS of YEOMANRY CAVALRY and 
_ VOLUNTEER CAVALRY, accepted” by "His" Majeſty in 


Great Britain, to the ' iſt June 1798; diſtinguiſhing thoſe of 


each County prior to the rſt of January 1798 ; ſpecifying their 
reſpeQive eſtabliſhments, according tc to the lateſt Returns, as far 
as the ſame can be aſcertained. 


2 hs 


= Y Eſta- 
DATE. bliſn- Total 
ment. 
n * E P e 
Ayr. Earl of Caſſilis — May 17994 50 4 e 
Bedford. County —— October 1794 40 
11 Bedford | — May "29 98 't 40 


IL oy al Warden, Ld. Arden Ditto) — — 40 
mpthill — Ditto — — 4 


Berks. Abingdoen— - Aptil 1794 40 


; Woodley — May 1798 40 : 
EEE | + $39.44 ; — 0 
Backs. County — — February 1757 | 106 
r Augmented May 17988 _= 
| | Oo nm] 63 
Berwick. County — June 1797 50 
Ditto — Ociober 55 
| | 5 . 100 
Cambridge Count — November 1996 | 50 
Cheſter, une 1797 360 
| — April 1798 40 5 
Corwwall, March 1797 26 
June — o | 
D eptember 70 
May 1798 30 
— 196 


Carmart hen. AMa | 
| * lakes) 179 $9.1 
Deir County September 1794 | 50 
; ; 2 250 
Denbigh, reh ee 
Dar) „ Coun — | — een 1794 a 9 | N . 
4 | a Yard Milford | December 1797 2 | 


E * ; | RO INE 4798-4 40. 
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Eſta- Wl. 
3 | 4 | DATE. . bliſn- Total. bi 
. : Ts | ment. . ES: 
| — — A's — 1 . 9— e 
Devon. County — — Avguſt 1794 | 50 | | 
| Ditto — November 1796 50 1 
Twerton — March 1797 50 . bY, 
Barnſtaple — May 1798 40 I 1 
Sir 8. Northcote — Ditto — 50 1 
Chudleigh — — Ditto — 50 | 1 
Teignmouth — — Ditto 8 1 
Plymouth dock —| Ditto — 50 ö "Rk 
r Nt 
[Exmouth — Ditto — | 40 0 
J ame — — — Ditto — 40 1 4 
Dumbarten, [County — —[April 1797 | 40 | by 
— 80 1 
Durham, Mr. Method =— July 1795 20 | * 
County. Mr. Burdon March 1797 | 40 3 
Durham city — May 1 798 50 } 4 wal | 
Biſhop Wearmouth Ditto —— | 40 Wl 
Uſworth — Ditto — 1 1 
North Durham — [Ditto ——' I "to f WM 
Staindrop — _ , —fDitto + —— -Þ 40 1 
„%% — (Js ns "nt 
85 1 1 
Hex. County — Apr 1797 50 5 f 3 | 
Ar IMr. Tuffnell — — February 1998 6 40 | 5 "I | 
Mr. Houblon —— {March  —— 40 bs 
Lord Maynard — April! — | 49 bn 
N vedon, &c. — May 3 40 x3 
Stebbing, &c. —— Ditto —— 40 | 9 
N Tendering — [Ditto — | oo; 7 
Havering — Ditto — 40 130 
5 f Xe. — [Ditto — 40 5 
Col. M. Burgoyne — Ditto — | wn 
Haverhill — —] Ditto — 125 
Caſtle Hedingham | —| Ditto | — 
| [Halſted © — Ditto — — 
. Walthamſtow | — Ditto „ 
5 F Peverel — [Ditto — 
Fife. Kirkaldy _ — July 1797 50 i 
County, Weſtern ditrict Ditto — 50. EY 
Ditto, Northern diſtri November — Pace 9 
| ©78 County — — [April 1 
| Du pave; — May | £74 * 40 | Te W 
Jo ——— 1— 1 
$ —_— 53500 L010 | SSXGL 
Forfar. County A ge Pn hare | * 
N 01 pril 1797 10 
sir b. Earargie a ond {F999 40 | 
IDE fone i——! 120 
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Mold 


{County 


Cheltenham - 


_. [Minchin Hampton 
Stow 
Wootton under Edge 


Henbury 

Glouceſter 
Longtree Hundred 
Durfley 


Swanſea 


Neath 
County 


County — 


Portſdown 


RingwOoOd 
Kent. | 


Ditto 
Sawbridgeworth 


County 
Ditto 


— 


Baſingſtoke 
New Foreſt 
Chriſtchurch 
Ditto 


Ditto 


| LbrdStaw 1 


Southampton 
Fawley 


Weſtmeer, &c. 
Mr. Buckley 
Bere Foreſt 
Mr. Hulſe 


Bienhooth 
Mr. Payler 
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Baſingſtoke, Mr. Lefevre 


{Lord Darnley, 2d ou: 


Mr. Hammond, 2d troop 
{Tunbridge Wells 


March 
Auguſt 


September 
Ditto 


March 
May 


June 

F ebruary 
April- 
Ditto 
March 
January 
February 
March 
Auguſt 
April 
May 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


April 
June 
Ditto 
Ditto 


DATE. 
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Lili 145 5 802 
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N. id. l. 22 


09 
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Blackheath — — Ditto 
Deptford — — Ditto ; 
[Woohr ich — | Ditto 
* of Sheppey, 2355 Ditto 
urgeſs — | 
Leicefter, County = — June 
Market Harborough May 
Lutterworth — Ditto 
Lancaſter. Mancheſter and Salford April 
Liverpool — . 
Bolton — March 
Aſhton. — Ihn 
Mancheſter — May 
Oldham — A Ditto 
Blackburn '— — Ditto 
Lincoln. Sir G. Heathcote —uly 
Mr. Scrope — — Ditto 
Sir J. Froitope — Dito 
Grantham — — Ditto 
Louth — January 
Horncaſtle, cæc. — | ivitto 
Lithia Mia. Edinburgh — — February 
IDalkeith — May 
King's Cramond — July 
Ea. County — — May 
Ditto — — June 
Lirlithgww, Kirtleſdown — F ebruary 
Lanerk, \Glaſgow — — June 
Middl:;ex. London and Weſtminſter May 
Ditto augmented — May 
Weſt minſter — — March 
/ [Uxbridge — — April 
Iſlington — — Ditto 
Twickenam — — May 
County _— — Ditto 
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N 999 
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DATE. 
— = IG ——__ — ———— 
_— 1798 4@ | 
| 9! *l) - * op S8 
Neroli. [High De i A 
4 — 1g90am we, / | _ == [IVIGY. 1 | * 
e or +! co 
Ditto — November 555 go. | 
IEaſt Dereham — {October 1794 | .50 | 
| Lodden, &. _ — December — 50 
i .. | Blofield, cc. — [March 1795 50 
Tunſteed, &cc. — [April — 50 
> Norwich — — May 1797 50 
80. Erpingbam — March — 1 32 
[Yarmouth — — April 1798 | 40 
_—_ Shropham — — May 1 50 
85 Holkham Fi Ditto — 50 
1100 — 632 
N County — 4 — 1794 | 420 | 
_ -» — April 1798 | 80 
rapſtone — — May | 40 
ellingborough.  ——|Duto — 60 
23261! | 600 
nt — — Auguſt 1794 ©) 
| . Parkyms.. — [April 1798 Ss 
6 7 | 270 
[Newcaſtle — \  —|Febry ruary I 40 
oh Glendale, Mr. — May 50 797 40 
Wh dale, Mr, Carr — Ditto „ — 1 40 
1 9711 | 4 120 
I. Watlingron — May 1798 50 
. | 5 . — — — 58 
rd Milford — April 1794 | 50 
rd Cawdor .*— Ditto — 1 50 
- ttached to Ld, Milford's May 1798 | 40 
81 arberth — Ditto — 1 30 4 
ol 4 8001 | — — 229 
nd. County — — March 1794 70 
Fr. ; — June "REP 
e & 3 210 
* 8 3 Se ber * F 
820 unty Abril 
FE tio. — yo June. 
cket Drayton, :/ | _— Jan anuary 
Cputty — Jol r 
Weil — — April 
—— } 
ton —__ Ditto 
| Blic imftree — '! — May 
Ir, Powls — | Dun 


98 


Some 


399 


| ment, [i 
VVV tt 5 
Selkirk, |County — December 1797 | FE Þ bh 
1 8 30 0 
Stafford. Jene _ —ſAuguſt 1794 50. = re 
| alfall — _ 7 17 9 + N 50 xi 
Stanley — Ditto — | 40 +3 
-- |Stone — Ditto — 50 . 
Bilſton — Ditto — 40 bt 
Needwood — - Ditto — 1 40 e 
Wolverhampton — Ditto — 1 40 5 
e 2 12 — 560 Ws. 
Suffolk, County — AMMay 1794] 50 Bs 
[Ditto — — [January 1795 50 FA 
_ [lpſwicth — — May 1798 60 q 
| Hortleſdale — Ditto — 1 40 
Ickworth — Ditto — 40 
Farnham — —|Ditto Ck 4 
of | 1 480 
Sex. County — —|Jape 1794 30 
Haſtiags — — Ditto — 50 
TJRye — — Dino — Re TE 
Pevenſey Rape — February 1795 36 fe 
Chicheſter ditto — [April — 30 
Arundel ditto _ — 


Somerſet, 
Surrey. 
219 ke 
* * Waravick, 
180 q 


Wilt „ 


County. Horſe Artillery 


Lord Gage — — Ditto 
Lord St. Aſaph '— Ditto 
Mr. Fuller — — [Ditto 

wank Thomas — Ditto 

County — — 

Bath — — — May 

County — — Ma 
Batterſea — Ditto 
Beddington, &c. — [Ditto 

[Clapham — — [Ditto 

Croydon — — [Dunto 
Mucham — Ditto 
County — — {july 
Nuneaton — une 
Covent — — [March 
Warwick — —]July 
Hales Owen — =—| 
County — — [June 
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: | Eſt a- ' 
Fi £6 ; DATE. bliſh- Total. 
| ment. 
| Wereefter. County — — September 1794 | 50 
Stourbridge ' — — April 1798 | 50 
Dudley — Litto — 50 T 
Promfvrove © — May — 40 Ford 
Worceſter — — Ditto — 45 : 
Atley — — Ditto — 40 1: 
| | 310 2 po 
Wieton, County — — 1797 50 titles. 
; 3 
Wight, Iſt: of Ifle of Wight _ April 1798 40 * 
— 40 Was 
York, Eaſt Riding — May 1794 50 he oh 
Hef, — July 1885 3 fore | 
North Riding — Ditte — 80 = 
Welt Riding —— Auguſt — 552 ende 
Leeds — — January 1597 50 IT. 
Rotheram — — NMlay — 40 no pe 
Huddersfield Ditto 17984 40 Hd 
York City : — Ditto — 40 
Staincroſss — — Ditto — 40 LEN 
| =! 1,002 any 1 
; reſpec 
where 
— ——ͤ— — would 
would 
4 a noble 
VOLUNTEER CAVALRY, Th 
| | was ag 
5 Th 
Raiſed prior to the year 1788 - - 13,760 enable 
Ditto from 1ſt January to 1ſt June 17998 - 5,430 of the 
1 | . : VILE ciſed ſ 
Total - 2 1 9. 1 90 tenant 
ba EE 5 ſpot uy 
| atious 
y EA Th 
| * p14 | | . perſon: 
In rh appeal 
; | i 2 5 8 Thi 
MF, HULL : | g „ Duke 
N f | learnec 
Oh: INTENT 45 ? | The 
fi 8 | | | of diſp 


Ai. 1 85 | inadequ 


Jung- 11+] DEBATES. | 249 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monday, June 1 15 


The Houſe went into a Committee on the Land. tax Sale * 
Lord Walſingham in the chair. 

The Duke of NORFOLK objected to that cud which veſted 
a power in the Cymmiſſioners to compel the production of the 
titles, deeds, &c. of thoſe who, under certain circumſtances, propoſed 
to purchaſe their proportions of the land tax. He thought there 


was no neceſſity for giving ſuch a power. Theſe Commiſſioners, 


he obſerved, were ſelected by the Miniſters of the Crown; it there- 
fore ſtruck him as objectionable in a conſtitutional point of view 
befides, it gave too great a power to curious or ill- minded perſons. 
The LORD CHANCELLOR obſerved, that the clauſe gave 
no power but what was ctlentially neceſſary in the particular caſe. 
Deeds of reverſion or remainder were neceſſary to be produced, 


upon ſuch perfon urging his claims of preference to purchaſe : that 


any improper conduct on the part of the Commiſſioners in thoſe 
reſpects, were rendered by the bill cognizable by the Courts; and 
where any reaſonable grounds of comptint exiſted, puniſhment 
would follow. "There were proviſions in the bill which he thought 
would go to deter the Commiſſioners from ſuch . as the 
noble Duke alluded to. 

The Duke of Norfolk not perſiſting in his objections, the clauſe 
was agreed to by the Committee. 


The Duke of NORFOLK diſapproved of that elauſe * 


enabled tenants for life to ſeil part of the eſtats, without the conſent 


of the remainders. He imagined that this power might be exer- 
ciſed ſo as to produce the worſt effects. He inſtanced the caſe of a 
tenant ſelling the lawn before the manſion houſe, or any particular 
ſpot upon the demeſne, which would prove very injurious and vex- 
atious to theſe in reverſion. 


The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, that the intereſts of thoſe 


perſons were properly taken care of in the bill: added to this, an 


appeal lay to the Court of Chancery. | 

The Earl of SUFFOLK was of the ſame opinion as the noble 
Duke; he diſapproved of the mode of redreſs - mentioned by the 
learned Lord, on the-ground of its expence. 

The Duke of NORFOLK ſaid, that the tenants had the option 
of diſpoſing of this property under the ſanction of tie bill, at a very 
inadequate price. He would ſuppoſe the caſe of burgage tenures, 
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where a few. houſes, not really worth imthemſdves.1601 but in ano- 
ther point of view, according to a principle retogoized by Parlix. 
ment, they might be worth ge, oool. : theſe might be diſpoſed of 
by the, tenant, at price, which would; be n een 
their current value. itt: Va %  .n 

Ihe Earl of SUF FQLK.nemarked * bill was cilenlant 
to depreſs the landed intereſt, and to henefit the momied men. Thoſe 
Miniſters who. were its warmeſt ſupporters, he imagined, had not 
much langed property, whatever: they might have of other deſcrip. 
tions, their intereſts were not at ſtake. He thought the bill preg. 
nant with miſchief, in one point of view particularly, namely, it 
would lower the purchaſe of land. Indeed, he obſerved, the mea. 
fures of Miniſters had tended to that effect alreadya What à few 
years ſince ſold for thi ey years purchaſe, now would hot —__ mote 
than twenty-five : the ill would tend to reduceatſtilllower.:/ 

Lord GRENVILLE fad, the noble Earl's- obſervations. were 
in that ſtage of the bill totally irrelevant; they referred ſolely to its 
principle, which. was admitted by the Houſe, whetn- they xoted the 
committaſ of the bill. , Independent, of. this, there was nothing in 
his Lordſhip's obſcrvations to anſwer; they conſiſted only of general 
aſſertions, without a fhadow of argument or proof. One thing 
which fell from the noble Earl, and which ſeemed 10 apply to him- 
ſelf, he would juſt notice, namely, that it ſigmified very ite tothe 
Haouſe, or to the Public, what deſcription of property ape ur 
poſſeſſed, of. 21911112? & 10} vorn 03 200 

The LORD CHANCELLOR 23 thodill wa, in 


#4 &* 


or not. If they chuſe to buy, they wald; do rudder edi; upon 
terms moſt advantageous. The teſpecive ſtate of the funds, and 
the price of the purchaſe. of land, would Have an vſfrct upon the 
bill. If lands ſell, the operations of the bill muſt elog proportion- 
abiy. With reſpect to the noble Duke's idea, that tenants for life 


might ſell partienlar parts of the eſtate; ſuch as hel alluded 10, he 
had littlc.feaxs on that head; ſe of. thoſe whimſioal ſort of caſes, 
he, helieyed, would ariſe; the bill affurded ample redreſt to the re- 
maindeg in ſuch inſtances ; their Intereſts were guarded by arp 


tices. to he given, and by-ather ſprecautioswwW (7121 | 


- After ſame; fartherrexplanataty eonverſation:between'the LORD: | 
CHANGELLQR,; Duke, f NORFOLK, and: /Lord-GREN-' 
VILLE, the ;clauſe'to-which: the above ele wenge, In 


the Committee. ö 7170 100 1811] 1.009 1 193% LIVELY 


hte 
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* Dake vf NON OLK made a few obſervations" upon a point 
= which related to the principle of the bill, namely, the üncon- 
of Ritutionial tendeney of making che land tax perpetual; thereby taking 
to any, he faĩd, ne of the principal checks of Parliament upon the 
H Miniſters of the Crown. Not only this, but ſo much of the conſo- 
ted lated fund, ( uhich we: underft60d; his Grice to deſcribe to be the 
oe produce of tlie tobacco, ſugar; and fnufF taxes), as was intended to 
not de vated annually, as a ſubſtitute for the land tax, was, in fact, he 
ip. aſſerted, taking away ſo much of the ſecurity of the public creditor. 
eg Reſpecting theſe 1 important points, he avowed his intention of bring- 
it ing forward a'propoſition, either upon the report or the third reading 
ez of the bill; and he expreſſed his ſurprize that Miniſters had net 
few the Houſe enn ** a mme an high enen as 
the preſent bill. 

After the bill had been am through, the Houſe reſumed, and 
the report was received. The wa was then e to be read « 
third timeto-morrow _. | 
Duke of NORFOLK then (aid, the meld being forward bie 
Wa to-morrow ;* and wiſnhed to know whether it was the 
intention of any Miniſterial Peer to move to ſummon the Houſe 
upon that ſtage of the bill. e eh 

Lord GREN VILLE did not think it ineumbent upon him, or 
neceſſary, to move for a ſummons upon the occaſion. However, it 
vas competent for the noble Duke, or any Peer on his ſide of the 
Houſe, to move for a ſummons; to which * he certainly 
would ha ve no objection. a 

The Duke of NORFOLK then moved, That the Houſe be 
ſummoned for to · morrow, which was ordered accordingly. 

The Houſe refolved into a Committee upon the bill for dimi- 
riſhing'the! holidays in the publie offices. 

Biſhop of ROCHESTER entered at ſome length upon the per- 
nicious effects to be apprehended from the aboktion of ſach a- num- 
ber of the Church holidays as Was p d by cha bill. The ar- 
zuments of the: Reverend Prelate were chiefly a reperitian of thoſe 
which he d&ivered'on a former night on the ſame fab ect, and 
which we have reported at length. He deſcribed the naturs and” 
origin af the S ĩuſtitution of the different deferiptiofis of holidaysanid: A 
Church feſtivals, confidered their ſttict 'obfervarice to R 1 
bedeffary ta the. due preſervation of the eſtubliſſted religion aga 
baAdkads of. Ribellm . Many Gai" Menbtal 2671s f rg 
ble im Frances he us — aröſe feotr the elition ef the 
chriſian Religion in that country. enim] at 
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The LORD CHANCELLOR agreed in what fell from the fo 
reverend Prelate, and cenſured thoſe parts of the bill which: went t 1 
exact an increaſed: rate of attendance from elerłks and officers why ſerv; 
had accepted their fituations: under the idea that a much lefs por. ſeflic 
tion of their time would be required. Hei ſeetried af opinion that to be 
theſe ſort of things ſhould not ſbe regulated by the Legiſlature, but in tenti 
a great degree left tothe principals and ſuperiors in office, ho. A 
from their ſituations, muſt be the beſt judges rn it . cello 
fary that their attendanee ſhould take place every day. dered 

Lord GREN VILLE agreed uith the noble and Narnen Lord Seely 
that thoſe points were not proper for legiſlative interference ; a bad ET 
principle lately obtained; in ſubjecting thoſe fort of :minutiz to 
legiſlative proviſions. His Lordſbip entered into ſome details with . 
reſpect to the mode of regulating the attendance in certain public 
ofbces, particularly thoe under the control ofy, thei Treaſury: be 

feemed to think the proviſions in the hill to that: A _— un- 
neceſſary. 
Biſhop of ROCHESTER: coincided in thoſe Sate; he 
ſtated, that by an act of corwocation in the latter part of Henry Or 
the Eighth's reign, a diſpenſation was ordered to labourers: to woch Bill, 
even on Sunday, for a limited time, in the harveſt: period, and at M. 
one particular time even: fairs and 2 . en fo which 
Ade held. _ revent 
Earl of SUFFOLK approved of the. iden 9 arminting 1. appliec 
bourers to work on Sundays in harveſt time. To render this more WF Scots | 
effectual, he thought the hours of ſervice in the morning ſhauld be BY and ſc 
made earlier, in order to afford the labourers more time to work in withdr 
the after part of the dap. et Sir 

After ſome farther Re n amendments were WI and (a 

adopted. / . : £2771] he had 
The Houſe then reſolved into a Connie upon * Tanben that th 
Bill, wen publie 
The Duke of BEDFORD 1 nie difapprobation of to be r 
ſeveral parts of the bill, and entered into a detailed view. of is has bee 
merits. One proviſion of the bill was to veſt certain exeluſue ¶ the pub 
' rights, ſimilar to thoſe conveyed. by a patent, to any individual who BY ue of 
profeſſed to have diſcovered a mode of tanning without bark: this WT miniſhe 
perſon, he thought, had no elaim to ſuch an indulgence- He thought much a 
the laws reſpecting the tanning trade required rev iſion; and head WY increaſe 
, Lene to certain proviſions in the ſtatutes of Elizabeth and Jams . ſuffici 
the Firſt. He faid he did not mean then to urge any. props Wl Princip], 


-fition on thoſe points, but to n . ys rl * 0 The 
he: ee „ 0 d, a 


7 


N. / a3 , Var, 


. © * - —— a — 


The LORD CHANCELLOR coincided in moſt of the ob- 
ſervations of the noble Duke; but he thought it too late in the 
ſeſſion to do any thing effectual in the buſineſs, in the way alluded 
to by his Grace. However, he recommended him to direct his at- 
in tention to the ſubject in the next ſeſſion. | | 
10, After ſome explanatory converſation between the Lord Chan- 
el. cellor and the Duke of Bedford, the laſt cauſe in the bill was or- 
5 dercd to be ſtruck out; which clauſe relates to the patent of Mr. 
rd, Seely. | 
The Houſe then reſumed, and ordered the bill to be reported. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, Fune 11. 


On the motion for the third reading of the Scotch Two-pennies 
Bill, | | 


which autnorizes the Lords of thæ Treaſury to apply out of the 
revenues of exciſe in Scotland the annual ſum of 4,4001. to be 
applied to the ſeveral purpoſes for which the duty of two-pennies 
Scots upon every pint of ale or beer brewed, brought into, tapped, 
and fold within the city of Edinburgh and liberties thereof, be 
withdrawn. 55 | 
| Sir RICHARD CARR GLYN roſe to ſecond the motion, 
were and ſaid, he truſted the Houſe would do him the juſtice to believe 
6.29 he had no motive in continuing his objections to a part of this bill; 
anners WI that the ſtrong conviRtion which he felt, that the application of the 
- WH public revenue to local purpoſes was wrong in principle, and ought 
tion of to be reſiſted by the Houſe as the guardians of the public purſe. It 
ol its bas been ſtared, that by diſcontinuing the duty upon ale and beer, 
xcluſive the public exciſe revenue of Scotland would be increaſed ; but the 
aal who if uſe of ſpirits would be leflened, and the duty of the diftillery di- 
K: this WI miniſned, ſo that the public revenue would loſe on one hand as 
thought WW much as it would gain on the other; but if the revenue would be 
d he ac increaſed, it may be a reaſon for diſcontinuing the ale duty, but not 


d Jams i a ſufncient reaſon to induce the Houſe to adopt a new and improper 
props Wl Principle in regard to the public revenue. | 


The motion was ſupported by Mr. Pole Carew, Lord Hawkef- 


bury, and Mr. Ryder ; and oppoſed by Mr. Secretary Dundas, Mr. 
Vor. VI. | 2 2 | g 
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Mr. SHERIDAN moved, That the proviſion in the bill, 
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[Commong, 


W. Dundas; Sir W. en Mr. nn, nen and Mr, 


Sylveſter. Douglas. 


The Houſe then divided on Mr. Sheridar? $ ankndment: 2 
„Ayes, 44; Noes, 6 3. Majority . 04 

e e ST. A. ST. JOEN roſe to make hols KEEP 
motion reſpecting Mr. O'Connor, and ſpoke nearly as follows :— 
Certain eircumſtances have induced me to bring in / queſtion the 
warrants under which tue unfortunate and innocent gentlemen, 
whoſe cafe I ſhall ſubmit to the Houſe, were apprehended. I have 
delayed calling the attention of the Houſe to this ſubject, in order 
that I might procure as much information upon it as polſible. If 
the delay has given any gentleman the opportunity of i nquiring into 
this affair, and ſatisfying himſelf reſpeding it, he cannot be ſorry 
that it had taken place. This ſubject. which IL intend to bring 
under diſcuſſion this day, is of the greateſt importance, fince it re- 
lates to the ſecurity of the liberty of the ſubject. It is impoſſible 
that any queſtion can be more important, except that which may 
auiſe out of the notice given by my honourable friend (Mr. Sheridan), 
That notice being given, though theſe gentlemen are natives of Iie- 
land, I ſhall take care to make no alluſion to the preſent ſituation 
of that country. It is my purpoſe to inquire, ſirſt, how far the 
ſteps taken by Government in this caſe are legal; and, ſecondly, if 
they be legal, how far they are conſiſtent with thoſe feelings which 
ever ought to accompany all endeavours for enforcing juſtice. In 
inquiring how far the ſteps that have been taken are legal, it is ne- 
ceſſary to conſider, firſt, what alteration has taken place in the law 
whieh ſecures the perſonal liberty of every ſubject. Under tlie im- 


preſſion of a conſpiracy being on foot againſt the Government, a bill 


paſſed this: Houſe in a day, which is improperly called “A Bill for 
ſuſpending the abeas- Corpus Act. It is no ſuch thing; but, 
whenever great powers are inveſted in the Government, it is the 


duty of this Houſe to watch the execution of them with peculiat 


care. An honourable gentleman, when this ſubject was alluded to 
ona former occaſion, ſaid, Only wait until the trials at Maid- 
ſtone are over, and you will then be convinced that a conſpiracy: fot 


_ overthrowing the Conſtitution exiſts, the ramifications of which ex- 


tend from one end of the iſland to the other. Now gentlemen 


have waited until the trials at Maidſtone are over; and, fo far from 
finding that this conſpiracy exiſted, it fully appears, that there w3s 
nothing like it made out on the part gf the Crown. In deternin- 
ing upon the extroiſe of the extraordinary powers inveſted -in Go- 
Wrmment, we 4; Fed PP tesa me dr in den thoſe 
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powers were given; but before I come to that part of the queſtion, 
T think it will be proper to inquire, what are the powers which have 
been given? The Habeas corpus Bill which paſſed in 1679 con- 
tained two diſtinct parts: one relates to impriſonments, the other, 
to crimes committed abroad. Here Mr. St! John read the L2th 
clauſe : 

6 12, And for preventing illegal ;mpeifonmentls' in priſons be- 
yond the ſeas, be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
no ſubject of this realm that now is, or hercafter ſhall be, an inha- 
bitant or reſiant of this kingdom of England, dominion of Wales, 
or town of Berwick upon Tweed, ſhall or may be ſent priſoner into 
Scotland, Ireland, Jerſey, Guernſey, "Tangier, or into parts, garri- 
ſons, iſlands, or places beyond the ſeas, awd are, or at any time 
hereafter ſhall be, within or without the dominion of His Majeſty, 
his heirs or ſueceſſors; and that every ſuch impriſonment is hereby 
enaQted and adjudged to be illegal; and that if any of the ſaid ſub- 
jets now is, or hereafter ſhall be, ſo impriſoned, every ſuch perſon 
or perſons ſo. impriſoned ſhall and may, for every ſuch impriſon- 
ment, maintain, by virtue of this act, an action or actions of falſe 
impriſonment, in any of His Majeſty's Courts of Record againſt 
the perſon or perſons by whom he or ſhe ſhall be ſo committed, de- 
tained, impriſoned, ſent priſoner or tranſported, contrary to the true 
meaning of this act, and againſt all or any perſon or perſons that 
ſhall frame, contrive, write, ſeal, or counterfign any warrant or 
writing for ſuch commitment, detained! pri or tranſpor- 
tation, or ſhall be adviſing, aiding, or aſſiſting in the ſame, or any 
of them: and the plaintiff in every ſuch action ſhall have judgment 
to recover his treble coſts, beſides damages, which damages ſo to bg 
given ſhall not be leſs than five hundred pounds: in which > N 
no delay, ſtay, or ſtop of proceeding by rule,” &c. | | 

The remainder of the clauſe, ſaid Mr. St. John, 1 W not Nag, 
decauſe it relates only to the penalties. The clauſe ſtands juſt as it 
did before the bill was paſſed, for nothing in the bill touches it; 
and therefore with regard to the ſituation in which theſe e 


ſand, they are in the ſame ſtate as if the Suſpenſion Act had: never 


patſed. But having ſtated this clauſe, it will be even: for: me 
to 0 ſtate A ſubſcucnt ; one—it is the 16th. | 

16. Provided allo, that if any perſon or petfons at any time 
refiant within this realm ſhall have committed any capital offence 
in Scotland or Ireland, or any of the iſlands or foreign plantations 

of the King, his heirs or ſucceſſors, where he or the ought to be 
tried for fuch offence, ſuch perſon or perſons may be ſent to ſuch 
place, there to receive ſuch trial in ſuch manner as the ſame might 
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have been uſed before the making of this act; any thing herein eon. 
tained to the contrary notwithſtanding.” 

1 ſhall endeavour to ſhew, under this and the former cult, that 
His Majeſty' s Secretary of State has violated this law - I will ſhew, 
not only that Mr. Roger O'Connor had committed no crime in 
Ireland, but that it is morally and phyſically impoſſible that he 
could have committed that for which he was apprehended. To ſtate 
this matter clearly to the Houſe, it is neceſſary that I ſhould go back 
to the time when the French fleet appeared off Bantry Bay. It is 
well known that nothing could exceed the loyalty diſplayed by this 
part of Ireland on that occaſion. Mr. Roger O'Connor, who had 
conſiderable property in that neighbourhood, was not behind hand in 
demonſtrating his attachment to the conſtitution of his country, and 
his earneſt deſire to defeat the intentions of the enemy. His houſe 
Tay in the way of the troops on their march to Bantry Bay, where 
he entertained them as they paſſed, and did every thing in his 

wer to facilitate their progreſs. Indeed, the exertions by which 
2 was diſtinguiſhed i in this way were fo great, that they __ 
Him to a very conſiderable expence. The Government were not 
| inſenſible of what Mr. O'Connor had done, and he received the 
thanks of the Iriſh Miniſter. It was not long, however, before he 
was deſtined to ſuffer perſecution from thoſe who had thus thought 

roper to expreſs their approbation of his conduct. In the month 
of April following, it was ſuppoſed by the Government of Ireland, 
that the principles of the United Iriſnmen had extended themſelves 
through a great portion of the People. Mr. Roger O'Connor was 
ſuf ea to be attached to them ; and, to avoid ſuſpicion, he came 
to ngland, and reſided here until the month of June. In May the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland iſſued a proclamation, promiſing par- 
don to all perſons who ſhould take the oaths of allegiance, and give 
ſecurity for their future good behaviour. On the 19th of June, 
Mr. Roger O Connor returned to Ireland, and availed himſelf of 
this proclamation, with the terms of which he ſtrictly complied... He 
was, However, apprehended, under a charge of high treaſon, on the 
I" of Juty; carried to Dublin, and examined before the Privy 
Counci I. On that occafion Mr. Pelham told him, that he was 
convinced the charge which had been made againſt him was uf 
founded; and Mr. O'Connor immediately left Dublin, and returned 
to his count! yhoufe: While he li ved there, the Aſſizes happened 
at Cork: having been, as moſt gentlemen of Ireland are, educated 
to the law, he attended” theſe Aſſtzes in the way of his profeſſion. 
It happened, fortunately for thoſe he defended, but unfortunately for 
kinifelf, that they were all acquitted, His conduct on this occaſion 
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had, perhaps, gi van offence to the Iriſh Adminiſtration; ; for he was 
ſoon after apprehended again on a new charge of treaſon, and taken 


0 Dublin. After a long , confinement . in Cork gaol, it is well 


known that he was  honourably acquitted - ſo honourably, that an 
honourahle gentleman, who'is now abſent, thought proper - to make. 
it the ſubje& ot, eutogium in this Houſe ; but while that honourable 
gentleman was eXering Lis cluquence in this handſome manner, a 
warrant was made out tor apprehending Mr. O'Connor. The mo- 
ment be was acquitted, he ſet off in the greateſt haſte for this eoun- 
try. ano ſoon reached London. The cauſe of this eagerneſs ob- 
viouſly was the fituation in which his brother was placed. The 


firſt ſkep he toik, on his arrival in London, was to write to the 
Duke of Portland. Now, ſurely, it could not be a preſumption of 
high treaſon, that a man writes to the Secretary of State A perſon. 
guilty of that crime would molt likely endcavour to conceal himſelf 
with the greateſt care from. the Executive Government. He was 
the firſt perſon who informed the Duke of Portland of his being in 
London; and the conſequence of this information was, that an order 
was iſſued to take him into cuſtody once more, under a charge of 
high treaſon, I am told he remonſtrated with the noble Duke 
He ſtated his own ill Rate of health, the ill health of a child whom 
he had not ſeen for a long time before, and the probability that he 
might be wanted as a witneſs on his brother's trial. Theſe weſe 
remonſtrances which might have been expected to. have had ſome 
weight—bur they were unavailing ; and the order for his leaving 
London was made out on the ſame day, Arrived again in Dublin, 
an interview took place between this gentleman and Mr. Cooke. I 
beg leave to call the attention of the Houſe to what paſled on this 
occafion; for, if my information be correct, as I believe it to ba, 
what I am going to relate is of very great conſequence. Mr. 
Cooke diſtindly ſtated (and Mr. Cooke muſt be ſuppoſed to be 
ſpeaking the ſentiments of the Iriſh Government), that Mr. Roger 
O'Connor was an innocent man. He ſaid © We have no charge 
againſt you; you wiſh to live in England---that is our, wiſh alſo,” 

Now, if theſe facts be true, have I, or have L nat, made out Mr. 

Roger O'Connor's caſe to be ſuch as puts the Secretary, of State under 
the neceſſity, of defending himſelf from the charge of having violated 
the clauſe of the Habeas-Corpus. AQ which 1 read to the , Houſe;? 

Under what circumſtances was the Habeas-Corpyus AQ. paſſed? et, tt 
is well known that it was always the pradice of thoſe Miniſters who 
wiſhed to poſſeſs more power than the laws and the, Conſtitution 
gave them, to oppreſs thoſe they ſuſpected would oppoſe their mea- 
ſures. It was frequently their practice, where they wiſhed t get 
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rid of particular men, to ſend them out of the kingdom under 
charges of treaſon. To prevent ſuch enormities, the elauſe 1 
have quoted was paſſed; and thoſe, who recolle&t the hiſtory of the 
times of Charles I. and II. will be well aware of the dangers which 
may ariſe from its violation. But to return to Mr. O'Connor: he 
had hardly received this aſſurance from Mr. Cooke when there came 
a warrant from the Engliſh Secretary of State to apprehend him 
to apprehend a man againſt whom the Iriſh Government had no 
charge whatever! I know it may be ſaid here, that if Mr. Arthur 
O'Connor wanted his brother to be a witneſs, this ſtep enabled him 
to obtain his evidence; but how did it happen that this idea came 
into the mind of the Secretary of State? It was evidently becauſe 
Mr. Roger O'Connor had ſtated that he would, perhaps, be a ma. 
terial witneſs on his brother's trial. Theſe were the laſt words he 
had uſed before he was ſent off from England. The Secretary of 
State very well knew, that if it came out on the trial that he had ſent 
him off to Ireland after he had ſtated that he would probably be a 
material witneſs, ſuch conduct would have been; conſidered very 
cruel and unjuſt by the public. Upon due recollection, therefore, 
it ſeems it was thought beſt to bring him back. | Being brought back 
in this manner, be remained here until he was again ſent to Dublin 
by the warrant of the Secretary of State in company with his 


— N 


brother. FX 4; | 510. to Wo. 

I now come to the cafe of Mr. Arthur O'Connor. The part 
he took in the. Iriſh Parliament is too notorious to requite any de- 
ſeription. It is well known that he made a eclebrated ſpeech; 
which attraGed much public attention. He afterwards vacated his 
ſeat, and offered himſelf as a candidate at the next general election, 
upon pure, conſtitutional and independent principles. In conſe- 
quence; of his firm oppoſition to the meaſures of the Iriſn Govern- 
ment, he became an object of their ſuſpicion, and was ſubjected to 
a very rigoraus.impriſonment. It came gut upon the trial at Maid- 
ſtone, that he was twice fired at in gaol by a ſentincl, and that 
afterwards. he never dared to go to the window of his dungeon; 
yet, natwirhſianding this ſevere treatment, he was at length ſuffered 


to go forth; ag innocent man-. The doors of his: dungeon were 
thrown open; after he had ſuffered an illegal impriſoument for ſix 


or ſeven months. I ſay, illegal, becauſe, no man can conſider ſuch 


an_impriſonment,, fallowed by vo trial in any other licht. Upon 
being, diſcharged, from priſqp, he remained for ſome tic in Dublin 
fr om, which, he game o London. The ei reumſtanoes that attended 
bis. apprabenhon, and „trial. jn this, country; are Well, known to the 
Houſe. and 1 need mot recapitulate hem, His agquittali had Jeargely'”" 
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er been announced, when he was apprehended on a warrant from the : | 
[ Secretary of State and ſent to Ireland. No let it be ſuppoſed, * 
ie that all T have ſtated to the Houſe's ſtrictly true (and I am confi- : 1: | 
th dent that, upon inquiry, it wil! be found to be ſo) —if it appear that ard 
ne the 1 2th eladſe of the act of Habeas Corpus has been violated in i | 
ne the perſons of theſe gemlemen, and that the 16th clauſe certainly 1 a 
— cannot apply to. Mr. Roger O Connor, I ſhall, under theſe circum- ( 1/8 
No ſtances, be warranted in maintaining, that the Adminiſtration which 1 
ur commits ſuch acts is not influenced by the ſpirit of juſtice, but by "uſp 
m the worſt of paſſions. It may, perhaps, be ſaid, that it is as com- We. 
ne petent for Government to lodge a detainer on high treaſon as any 1 | 
iſe other profecution in cafes of felony. This right I do not pretend 8 
n. to diſpute; but is it net ſomething remarkable, that there is no in- 1 
he ſtance of this right having been exerciſed from the date at which the 1 
of ſtatute of Edward the Third was paſſed down to the preſent times? +} 
ent a period of four hundred years. When J look with a ſuſpicious 1 
e 2 ge at ſuch a tranſaction on the part of Government, I feel that IN 
ery ſuſpicion upon the principles of our Conſtitution and the laws of Iv 
treaſon: There is one caſe only in the hiſtory of this country KF 
which bears any reſemblance to the preſent, and that is Lord Staf- Wit 
ford's. When the Commons impeached that nobleman, they failed 1 
to eonvince the Lords of his criminality, and there was no verdict; Þ 


the Houſe of Lords did not pronounce Net Guilty—but Net Guilty 
was pronounced at Maidſtone. Having failed in their firſt attempt, 
the Houſe of Commons made the pretence of diſcovering another 
ſcrap of treaſon; and brought in a bill of attainder, under which 
Lord Stafford was convicted. This is the only caſe which can be 
reſorted to by Adminiſtration as a precedent. Will any man then 
far that there is not much cauſe for alarm when we ſee ſuch a © 
change taking place, ſuch a bold deviation from the mild practice of 
our anceſtors? That which was never done by Henry VIII. - that 
which was never done by Charles I.— that which was never done 
by Charles II. nor by James II.— that which was not done in che | 
languinary periods of 1715 and 1745 —that which was never 
thought of during any rebellion that ever happened in this country ; 
that which was not done in the American war that which never s 
was done at any former period of our hiſtory, His Majeſty's Mi inif⸗ 
ters have now thought proper to do. Notwithſtanding the light in 
which I view-thistranſaQion, I do not mean to move” for any cen- 
ſure on the noble Duke: all J aſk is, 2 parliamentary i inquiry as to 
ce nature of the warrant under which Mr. O'Connor was e 
bended. The queſtion is of the” fit” importance; for” there is 
nothing we ought to be more jealous of than any WIGAN pol 
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me liberty of the ſubject. Let us recolleR the ſtruggles that were was art 
made by bur anceſtors to eſtabliſh the rights their puſterity have en. to his k 
joyed. Engliſh liberty may be dated from the ſigning of Magna move f 
Charta; but it was afterwards better defined and more completely Majeſty 
ſecured by ads of Parliament. We know the deſire of infringing Arthur 
the liberties 'vf the people which was teftified by Charles I. and fafely by 
James II. created a jealouſy of liberty in the people in proportion to between 
the efforts thoſe Monarchs made to deſtroy it, which led to great affair is 
convulſions in the State. The- petition of rights claimed what is liable to 
contained in the 1 2th clauſe of the Habeas-Corpus AQ ; and the not take 
16th of Charles I., I think, contained a fimilar proviſion ; but the That 
unwife policy which directed the councils of that unhappy Monarch hending 
did not ſuffer the law to operate. The conſequence was, that the bringing 
grand rebellion ſucceeded. Charles I. afcended the ſcaffold; and laid befc 
after many changes and much bloodſhed, Charles II. was reſtored. Mr.“! 
There was ſtill wanting ſomething to fix more preciſely the liberty After 
of the ſubject with regard to the quſtion now before us; and I think | Mr.“ 
it was owing to a ſpeech made in Guildhall, by a perſon of the name his inten 
of Jenks, that we are indebted for the law as it now ſtands. Ty- waat he 
rannical Miniiters are never at a loſs to find proper inſtruments of liigh t 
for their profeſſions. Jenks was impriſoned on account of this Mr. . 
ſpeech ; and Lord Nottingham refuſed to iſſue a writ of Habeas o make 
Corpus in the vacation time. To this circumſtance we owe the the Houf 
preſent act. Though an individual only ſhould ſuffer, the. Houſe by the ho 
onght not to be the leſs jealous of the aK of the Crown. When ſhould gi 
Hampden refiſted the payment of ſhip- money, every inhabitant of ground uf 
England reſiſted in him. If theſe two gentlemen are apprehended à motion 
upon the falſe ſtatement of having committed a crime againſt tlie the moſt i 
State, and tranſported to Ireland, what has happened to them may half the © 
happen to any of us: but, ſuppoſe there were in their eaſe ſome ſuſ- queſtion, 
picious eireumſtanees, calculated to give a colour to the tranſaQtion, enter into 
the dangerous conſequences of permitting ſuch a practice to paſs with- to. The | 
out inquiry would be the fame: for what perſons would Government fortunate, 
firſt ſelect in order to begin to infringe the rights of the people? diſcuſs thi 
They would ſelect thoſe againſt whom there might be ſome degree thets, bee 
of public prejudice ; and having got a precedent, they would then the Houſe 
apply the maxim generally as they pleaſed. TI am ſure if I fail in aber it w 
impreſſing the injuſtice of this caſe on the Houſe, it is not becauſe oficial eat 
theſe general arguments are not true; they muſt be felt and ad- Bon Fee! 
miitted By every one: | e he cireun 
I was afked the other day, what were the motions I intended tw Je man 
make I have now no heſitation in ſtating them. I ſhall firſt rt he the 
move for a copy of the wartant under which Mr. Roger O'Connor 8388 
| L, 


— 


ſe 


Joxz 16] DEBATES... 361 
was arreſted, 
to his brother. Should I be ſucceſsful in theſe motions, I will next 
move for extracts of all communications from Lord Camden to His 
Majeſty's Miniſters, containing charges of treaſon againſt Roger and 
Arthur O'Connor —1 mean, of courſe, only ſuch extracts as may 
fafely be publiſhed. This will bring the point directly to an iſſue 
between us. If no charges of treaſon can be produced, the whole 
affair is undoubtedly illegal, and the Secretary of State would be 
liable to the penalties which the law inflicts in ſuch cafes.—I ſhall 
not take up any more of the time of the Houſe but in moving, 
« That copies of all warrants from the Duke of Portland for appre- 
hending Roger O' Connor. Eſq. for ſending him to Ireland, or for 
bringing the ſaid Roger O Connor, Eſq. from Ireland to England, be 
laid before the Houle.” 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſeconded the motion. 

After Mr. Speaker had read the motion, 

Mr. ST. JOHN roſe and ſaid, he had omitted to ſtate that it was 
his intention, if ſucceſsful in this motion, to move, in addition to 
what he had mentioned before, for copies of all informations on nath 
of high treaſon made againſt Meſſrs. O Connor. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid, the obſervations he had 
to make would not lead him to treſpaſs long upon the attention of 
the ! Houſe ; it required but little time to anſwer the arguments uſed 


by the honourable gentleman, or to ſtate the grounds upon which he 


ſhould give his moſt decided negative to this motion. The fimple 
ground upon which he oppoſed it was, becauſe he thought that it was 
à motion of all others the moſt hoſtile to the intereſts of juſtice, and 
the moſt inconſiſtent with the intereſts of thoſe perſons in whoſe be- 
half the motion was ſtated to have been made. In diſcuſſing this 
queſtion, he wiſhed to take it up on. general principles, and not to 
enter into an inveſtigation of the conduct of the two perſons alluded 
to. The honourable gentleman had termed thoſe two perſons, un- 
fortunate, innocent, and reſpectable, perſons ; he did not mean te 
diſcuſs the queſtion, whether or not they were entitled to thoſe epi- 
thets, beeauſe it was a ſubject wholly foreign to the ſubject before 
the Houſe. Of one of thoſe gentlemen he knew nothing; of the 
her it was not fit that he ſhould ſay any thing, except that in his 
official capacity he had proſecuted him for high treaſon, and that 
Yon an examination of the caſe, the Jury, ſaid he was got guileys, 

he cireumſtances ; attending that trial were before tlie country, and 
ery man might make his own obfervations, upon it: for. bis, 4 
zh he ſhould not make any. Having, WO Dips: pg jany,com: 
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rect concluſion. Arthur O Connor, one of the 1 55 to whom this 


motion alluded, had, it appeared, been tried in a certain county of 


Great Britain, for a certain offence charged to have been committed 
in Great Britain. At the concluſion of that trial, however, in which 
he was acquitted, he was apprehended again upon a warrant, for the 
iſſuing of which he was bound to ſuppoſe. there was ſufficient rea- 
ſon. He apprehended that it was impoſſible for any perſon to deny, 
that if there exiſted any ground for apprehending Mr. O'Connor, 
and for ſending him to Ireland, that he might legally be apprehended 
and ſent to Ireland. It appeared that the Secretary of State had 
apprehended Mr. O'Connor, and ſent him to Ireland, and prima 
facie he was bound to ſuppoſe, that the Secretary of State had added 
right. With reſpe&t to Mr. Roger O'Connor, he ſhould only fay 
that, either having been acquitted, or never having been accuſed (it 
made no difference in the argument), he was in point of fact in this 
kingdom, and was arreſted by virtue of a warrant from the Seere- 
tary of State, and ſent into Ireland. Upon this fact he ſhould only 
obſerve, that the Secretary of State could not ifſue a warrant for the 
apprehenſion of any perſon unleſs there was ſome charge made 
againſt him. The honourable gentleman had made ſome obſerva- 
tions upon the Habeas- corpus AQ, and had paſſed many eulogiums 
upon it; no man could agree more heartily than he did in ſetting a 
high value upon that act, but it had nothing to do with the caſe of 
the two gentlemen in queſtion. He thought it a moſt- important 
circumſtance, that the honourable gentleman had been able to prove 
that the bill which had lately paſſed for ſuſpending in part the 
Habeas-corpus AQ, did not apply to the caſe of the Meſſts. O Con- 
nors; becauſe, during the whole time thoſe two perſons were in 
England, they had not thought proper to apply for a writ of Habeas 
Corpus, They might, by applying for a writ of Habeas Corpus, 
have had the legality of their detention inquired into by a Court of 
Law, which was the proper place to diſcuſs this queſtion. This 
meaſure either was not thought of by thoſe gentlemen and their 
friends, or elſe they were of opinion that there was no legal ground 
for making it; it; for in point of fact, no ſuch application was made. 
The honourable gentleman had alluded to that part of the act which 
relates; to ſending perſons beyond the ſcas; but he was ſure the ho- 
nourable gentleman” s good ſenſe would, upon a little refleQion, con- 
nce him, that he had not read the act correctly. The clauſe he 
allude udeg t to was one which impoſed | the heavieſt penalties. upon every 
perſon who ſhall ſend 2. ſubject of this country into any Jorg 
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perſon ſo offending is ſevere to an uncommon degree, the honoura- 
able gentleman thought he was doing juſtice when he called upon 
Parliament to ſay that the Secretary of State was involved in all the 
conſequences of a premunire, without giving him the benefit which 
belonged to every ſubject, of having his caſe examined and decided 
upon by a Court of Juſtice, and a Jury. 
with great power ſhould miſcondu& himſelf, and act oppreſſively 
and unjuſtly, ought the Houſe of Commons to try him? Certainly 
not; that was the province of a Court of Juſtice. If the honour- 
able gentleman had ſaid that he intended to impeach the Secretary 
of State, then, indeed, his conduct would have been intelligible ; 
but the honourable gentleman had expreſſed no ſuch intention; his 
object was to make the proceeding of that Houſe a kind of RET TEN 
to his defire of involving the Secretary in the penalties of a premu- 
nire. "The honourable gentleman had ſtated, that the Habeas- 
corpus Act only obrinitted perſons to be ſent to any other country, 
in caſes where they had committed a capital crime in that country. 

The honourable gentleman ſeemed to lay conſiderable ſtreſs upon 
the word committed, as if it was neceſſary that the Magiſtrate who 
ſent a perſon out of this country to Ireland, or to any other place, 
was bound to know that the perſon he fo ſent was legally guilty. 


This certainly was a miſapprehenſion of an act, the object of which 


- was to adminiſteruſticc to individuals, and at the ſame time to ſe- 
cure the fair adminiſtration of juſtice. The honourable gentleman 
muſt know, that a man might be taken up for an offence of which 
he might afterwards appear to be not guilty, becauſe it was not in 
the power of the perſon who iflued a warrant for the apprehenſion of 
any individual, to aſcertain whether he would be ultimately con- 
viged or not. It was on this conſtruction that this part of the 
ſtatute had always been ated upon. It had never been underſtood, 
that if a Secretary of State had fent a perſon to Ircland upon a 
charge of a capital offence, and that upon a trial he was acquitted, 
that that conſtituted a ground of charge againſt that Secretary. If 
this was once laid down as law, the conſequence would be, that the 
Magiſtrate in this country muſt take upon himſelf the office of Judge 
and Jury, and his ſending a perſon out of the country would abſo- 
lutely be a conviction by anticipation. If a Secretary of State had 
that ſpecies of evidence laid before him which would warrant bim 
in faying a perſon ſtands charged with ſuch an offence, that, he ap- 
prehended, was quite ſufficient. Ir appeared in the preſent, caſe, 
that one of the greateſt Magiſtrates i! in this country, had ſent Mr. A 
And Mr. R. O'Connor over to. Ireland. The warrants under Shich 
they were ſent might have been queſtione@at the time, if thoſe g gen- 
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tlemen had been adviſed by their counſel to queſtion their legality, 
He had a right, in the firſt inſtance, to take it for granted, that the 
conduct of the Magiſtrate was legal, and it remained with the gen- 


[CoMmons, 


tlemen on the other ſide to prove the contrary. But allowing, for 


the fake of argument, that the conduct of the Secretary of State 
was illegal, even then he ſhould contend that the motion of the ho- 
nourable gentleman was neither conſiſtent with the adminiſtration 
of public juſtice, nor with the intereſts of the perſons in whoſe be- 
half it was ftated to be made. The honourable gentleman had 
ſpoken of the probability of Mr. Arthur O'Connor being tried 


again in Ireland; but this was a point upon which the honourable 


gentleman could not ſpeak with any degree of precifion, becauſe they 
did not yet know what was the nature of the offence with which he 
was charged. But if it appeared that he was ſent to Ireland under 
a proper warrant, and charged with an offence which juſtified the 
iſſuing of ſuch a warrant, then he apprehended that no doubt could 


. be entertained of the legality of the meaſure, Was there any thing 


more familiar in the adminiſtration of juſtice in this country, than 
for a perſon to be tried in one country, and then ſent to be tried for 
another offence in another country? He recolleRed the cafe of a man 
who was charged with. an offence for which he might have been tried 
in every county between London and Bath, The offence with 
which he was charged was robbing a mail; he was a paſſenger in 
the mail coach, and it was uncertain in what county he had cum- 
mitted the robbery— in point of fact. he believed he was tried in 
two or three counties. In caſes of indictment far high treaſon, it 
was neceſſary to prove the overt act of treaſon in the county in which 
it was tated in the indictment to have been committed. Suppoſe 
a man was charged with compaſſing and imagining the King's death 
in the county of Vork: on the trial of that cauſe, the evidence on 
the part of the Crown might fail in proving the overt act in the 


county of York, but they might prove that it was committed in the 


adjacent county. In ſuch a caſe, the Court would feel no difficulty; 
the Judge, of courſe, would ſay to the Jury, You muſt acquit the 
priſoner of this inditment becauſe the offence was not proved to 
have been committed in this county; but the priſoner will be ſent 
to take his trial in the county to which the evidence will apply. 
This was. the caſe in the preſent inſtance. The gentlemen in quel- 
tion had been ſent over to Ireland to take their trial in the country 
where they were charged with having committed the offence. The 
honourable gentleman had, in the courſe of his ſpeech, entered much 


at large into the merits of Mr. R. O'Connor. Tie honourable gen- 


tleman could not, he was ſure, be aware of the ec nſequence of this 
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mode of proceeding. What would the honourable gentleman ſay, if he 
(the Attorney General) were to enter into an argument to prove, 
that theſe panegyries upon thoſe gentlemen were wholly unfounded? 
He had no doubt but that the honourable gentleman acted upon the 
pureſt motives ; but he muſt perceive that it was not proper to ad- 


vance topics on one fide, which it would be neither conſiſtent with 
juſtice nor humanity to enforce on the other. An honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Tierney), who ſat next the honourable mover, had, in a 
manner very honourable to himſelf, previous to the trials, avoided 
all obſervations which related to them, or were in any manner con- 
nected with them. That honourable gentleman muſt recollect, 
that when he called for the production of letters on one ſide, juſtice 
required that thoſe on the other fide ought alſo to be produced. It 
made no difference whether the warrant was legal or not; ſtill if the 
inquiry was ordered, it would be neceflary to publiſh not only the 
charge againſt thuſe perſons, but all the particulars of it, and the 


evidence by which it was to be ſupported. 


He would appeal to any tair, candid man, whether ſuch a diſclo- 
ſure could be made conſiſtently with the intereſts of the perſons who 
were to be tried; becauſe, while they were nominally trying the 
Secretary of State for ſuppoſed miſconduct, they would in fact be 
trying the Metirs. O'Connors at a time and place where they would 
have no means of defending themſelves. This would neither be 
conſiſtent with humanity to the individuals, nor with the due ad- 
miniſtration of public juſtice. Upon theſe grounds he felt himſelf 


bound to oppoſe a motion which he conceived equally unjuſt to the 


Secretary of State who was accuſed, to the individuals on whoſe be- 
half it was made, and alſo inconfiltent with public juſtice. But in 
ſaying this, he by no means meant to ſay, that though this was not 
the proper ſeaſon for their cifcuſſion of this queſtion, that a time 
would not come in which it might be inveſtigated. All he meant 
to contend was, that at preſent he ſaw no ground laid to induce 
him to agree with the preſent motion. 

Mr. TIEKNEY was very ready to applaud the liberal manner 
in which the honourable and learned gentleman ſeemed difpoſed to 
treat perſons under the delicate circumſtances in which the gentle- 
men, who. were the objects of the preſent motion, were now placed. 
The 1 learned gentleman had very foreibly and very properly. ſtated 
how materially it might injure ſuch perſons, prematurely to diſeloſe 
the evidence that might be brought forward on their trials. But 
though he was ready to reprobate any meaſure that he perceived had / 


this tendency; yet, if he rightly underſtood the drift of the preſent. - 
motion, he felt no heſitation in giving it his ſupport; it was merely 
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his object to inquire how far the canduct of the Sceretoty of State 
was conſiſtent with the law of England ; to this point only he was 
eager to confine the queſtion; and when kept to this narrow ground, 

there would be no danger of digreſſing into diſcuſſions of an impro- 
per nature. He was particularly deſirous of ſeeing how far the 
Secretary of State's conduct accorded with the proviſo of the 16th 
clauſe of the bill already alluded to ; if the offence, and that of a 
capital nature, was committed in Ireland, then no one could con- 
tend the propriety of ſending them thither. But he wiſhed to ſee 
whether it was clearly made out that ſuch offence had been com- 
mitted, and that the charge had been ſubſtantiated upon oath pre- 
vious to the iſſuing of the warrant ; it ſuch were the caſe, he for 
one would not impugn the legality of-the noble Secretary's conduQ, 
But of this he had much reaſon to doubt; if, however, it was 
proved that a legal charge was preferred upon oath either in Eng- 
land or Ircland, then he had no more to ſay, nor would he believe 
his honourable friend would then perſiſt in his motion. But how 
did the caſe now ſtand? How could Mr. Arthur O'Connor or his 
brother take any legal ſteps to procure redreſs? He made a direct 
application ro his Grace the Duke of Portland to know upon what 
grounds he were again arreſted, but the only anſwer he received was 
2 peremptory order to the meſſenger to carry him off to Ireland, 
where his Grace* was pleaſed to ſay, chat Mr. O'Corinor itands 
charged of high treaſon. The ſatisfaction which he aſked might 
farcly be given without any detriment to public juſtice, or to the 
cauſe of the gentieman whoſe ſutferings he could not but lament; 
it only went to aſcertain whether there was information given open 
oath againſt them. A direct anſwer to this queſtion would ſtop his 
mouth, and not bar them from bringing their action hereafter 
againſt the Secretary of State. Both points might be made to ac- 
cord and proceed very well the Houſe of Commons might now 
evince their anxiety for the liberty of the ſubject, and any future 
action againſt the Duke of Portland may ſtill go on. He wiſhed 
to know if this was unreaſonable—if, after the trial at Maidſtone, 
Mr. O'Connor was not allowed to conſult with his counſcl, is it 
poſſible that he ſhall now be able to tranſmit his inſtructions from 
Ireland; and, if chance ſhould place him under the guard of the 
ſame ferinel, is it very likely that he is to eſcape | his aim another 
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ferent fituation in which Mr. O' Connor now ſtood: he was not 
now to be tried by an Engliſh but an Iriſh Jury, perhaps not by a 
jury at all, but by martial law, which pronounced not only on fact, 
but from mere ſuſpicion. | But on this ſubject he would not now. 


provoke diſcuſſion ; all he would advert to was, the relative ſitua- 
tion of the two countries as to the treatment of pritoners. By an 
a& paſſed in Ireland, a man may be apprehended without any 
charge, but only at the pleaſure of the Secrctary of State, and con- 
fined without any reaſon during all the time the war may Jaſt—he 
by no means ſuſpeRed it to be the intention of the preſent Miniſters ; 
but the time might come when, by a juggle between the two Go- 
vernments, no man's life ſhould be ſafe. Should Miniſters have 
any troubleſome man to thwart them here, their Iriſh colleagues 
would have only to ſay, tranſport him over to us, and you ſhall 
never again be troubled with him; if no charge of treaſon or ſuſpi- 
cion of treaſon, has been ſubſtantiated againſt the O'Connors, their 
ſituation is melancholy indeed, and may pErhaps be the ſituation of 
a few who now heard him. He would now put it to the friends 
of the noble Duke, if what he aſked for, was not neceflary for the. 
vindication of the noble Duke's  charaQer * and in aſking this, he 
alked for no papers that could obſtruct the cauſe of juſtice, or pre- 
judice a Jury a compliance with that requeſt would ſatisfy him; 
but if it was refuſed, and that it appeared hereafter that the charge 
recited in the warrants had not been ſubſtantiated upon oath, as he 
apprehended was the caſe, then he Rood pledged to impeach the 
Duke of Portland. 

Mr. NICHOLLS conceived, that in point of law, the priſoners 
might either be tried in England or in Ireland; and if he was cor- 


rect in that opinion, he wiſhed to know why they were ſent to 
Ireland ? 


Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL faid, he ſhould trouble the. 


Houſe with a very few words againtt the preſent motion. The. 
fimple queſtion was, whether the Duke of Portland had or had. 

not aQted legally in ifſuing thoſe warrants * The honourable gen- 
tleman who made this motion had laid down a principle which he; 
vas ſure, upon recollection, he would not perſiſt in, viz. that in 
caſes of treaſon, Magiſtrates ought always to be ſuſpected; and; 
upon this principle the honourable, gentleman had preſumed. that 
the Duke of Portland had not acted legally. Now. doth, from the 
principle and the faQs he drew a different conclufion, , Every Ma-, 


diſtrate in this country had a right to be ſuppoſed innocent until hen 


vas proved to have, 2 acted illegally. As to. the firſt queſtion, viz t. 
vieler the Duke of of Portland could or 111. Not. i ifſue.theſe, 


—— — — 2: 
— — —_ = 
— — 
* ENS AY A _— 
= 3 . bo 
* * 1 „ 5 - 
S ag r =_ 


Sh 5 
* "CY 1 
* 2 
— 
; 
Fey — 
* 


by "Ie. . OY 
0 <a — 2 > 
F . Ä Ei 
by - bona 4 >. 
* 


» - 
- = 
6 2 . ſe 
5 "4 bs Wis. Dj trans © —.2=2, 9%": 1 My rg EN 
2 heed EY —— - EY 22 + > + 
2 „ — 5 5 
7 S8 — ® * 7 


Shed lh 4. 
if 2 
L + 9 
- : 44 
13 1244} 
* 98 
$138 3 ad 
+ i A 
83 4. Y 
11 41 
1 » 1 0 
17 
2 
Ren 
i 1 
. ? "FI 1 
N 
0 
1 i 
* 1 N 
17 74. 5 8 
4+" : i 
A th. g 3% ** 
7 1.0841 088 
1.4% + 12.1 
13 . 3 IR 
n 4,560 
nee 
4 we 14 
WR 
1 9 i 
bf. 9 6 
1 leni * 
n 9 
"I 4 ww jt 5 i f 
14 AY 1 's ot 1 
KP! T8. "My L ; 14 
} Sd. | \ . - if 
| eee 
Li * \ : x 
* A i 1 
Sk * - : 5 F 
38 $ 4 4 22 4 1 
4 4 1 0 
1 1 
1 5 # 9 
1. e 
1 13 
+ 88%: BE | N 
it 3 NF 4 "x 4 
* 2s i, * 5 © 
15 * 1 11 44 
eng Fi 1 
*. L 3 4 i I "4 
$©,0 2 74 oe 
8 on 
179 | 
1 35 *. 
i 
©" 
« + ug} 
1 
SS 
: * 
—— 


»368 | PAREIAMENTARY 


Warrants, in- order to convey thefe perſons” to Ireland; upon this 
point he had not heard any ſerious doubt ſtated If, then, the queſ- 
tion of, law was admitted, the only point to be afcertained was the 
fact. The honoutable- gentleman had aſked, whether the Duke 
of Portland had any ground to juſti fy him in iſſuing theſe warrants? 
With teſpect to this fact, he ſhould conceive hi mſelf bound not to 
give any anſwer, even if he was informed upon the ſubject. The 
Duke of Portland had exercifed the power intruſted to him, like 
every other Magiſtrate, with the reſponſibility annexed” to his fitux. 
tion. If he had miſconducted himſelf, he might be called to ac- 
count. It would by no meaas become him, or any other individuah, 
to decide upon the conduct of a Magiſtrate in whom ſuch an im- 


portant tuſt was confided, and who was amenable to 


the juſtice of 


his country. Beſides, it would be highly improper in another point 
of; view, to aꝗmit of the declaration of individuals; for if the Duke 
of Portland was really guilty of the charge brovght againſt him, the 
Houſe of Commons ought not to ſuffer it to be pafſed over in ſo 
ſhght a manner they ought to inveſtigate it fully. But at preſent 
it was iĩmpoſſible to enter into an inveſtigation of this ſubject with- 
out diſeuſſing the eaſes of the two gentlemen previous to the trial, 
the impropriety of which was too obvious to require any argument. 
Taking mis eaſe in a prima facie point of view, he dontended that 


* 


they had a right to preſume that the Magiſtrate had acted legally 
One very ſtrong ground for that preſumption was, that one of the 
perſons accuſed was told by the Judge by wkom he was tried, that 
if he doubted; the legality of the warrant by which he was appre- 
bended, be might apply for a writ of Habeas Corpus. Neither of 
them had taken any ſueh ſtep, or had evineed in any mariner a diſ- 
poſitiom to queſtion the legality of the arreſt in a. Cburt of Law; 
vVvould it then be right for the Houſe to take this ſtep, metely be- 
Aae an honoutable gentleman had ſtated, that he entertained fuſpi- 
cions pon the ſubject, hen the parties themſelves had tacitly ae. 


herthould-givethis negative to the motion 


theſe grounds 
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EM SHERIDAN faid; that in what M had to urge on the pte: 
ſeas ogcalign;cheofelt the fame: diſpoſition as his honbrable friend 


ue made the motion to abſtain from all rematks upon the ton? 


tian of Inland at the preſem miorhent. 33 It was objected to the mo- 
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was coupled. The learned gentlemen contended, that if aggrieved, 
Mr. Q'Connor might have redreſs in a Court of Juſtice againſt the 
Secretary of State. If they were aggrieved, it was faid they had an 
ation againſt the Duke of Portland. In diſcuffing ſuch an action, 
however, muſt not all the diſcloſures take place and inconveniences 
ariſe. which were apprehended from agitating the queſtion now? 
But this was not the thing now called for. All that was aſked was 
merely whether the warrant by the Secretary of State was iſſued 
upon information on oath. The defence of the Duke of Portland 4 73 000 
againſt an action would certainly diſcloſe all that was now aſked ; We i} ; "i 
the ſame- diſcuſſion, the ſame juſtification would be required from 27 79 
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which ſo much evil was apprehended. The time of theſe gentle- 1 
mens trial in Ireland, if they were to be brought to trial at all, was 11 
now completely indefinite; ſo there could be no means of obtaining kin 


redreſs if the arguments of the learned gentleman had any weight, 
and if the diſcuſſion was poſtponed from a fear of the miſchiefs uf 
diſcloſure. All the reaſoning, therefore, about ſuppoſed inconye- 
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niences was completely, frivolous, as, if well founded; they muſt 15 15 th 
equally be felt in the mode of redreſs which the learned gentleman; ER 
had pointed out. As to the point that it was to be preſumed that | bo | 5 Wy 
a Magiſtrate acted legally, a very ſtrong diſtinction exiſted between Ha [ iY 
the.caſe of a Juſtice. acting in the ordinary diſcharge of his duty, l 
and a Secretary of State exerciſing the functions of a Magiſtrate for 1 T4 
particular purpoſes. The degree of jealouſy with which they fhould e 
de watched was therefore very different. What then was the law 15 


in this caſe? He did not pretend to ſpeak learnedly on the ſub- 
ect. He had once aſpired to the profeſſion, but he had not had 
perſeverance nor reliſh for it ſufficient to carry him on, and there- 
T fore, pretended to no more than every Member of Parliament ſhould 
oY know of the, Conſtitution of the Country. In order to authoriſe 
vi- he Secretary of ſtate tofiſſue a warrant for the arreſt of any perſon 
x6: Ml for high treaſon, he , conceived. then that he ought to have a charge 
nds en oath of ſome act of treaſon, or a charge on the oath of a eredi- 
ble perſon, ſtating ſome ſtrong. eireumſtances of ſuſpicion. The. 
ire! whole queſtion then merely was a queſtion of fact, whether the Se- 
lad that it was to be preſumed that the Secretary of State had ſuch 
grounds. For his part he thought the preſumption was the other 
Way, and the whole of the caſe: of Mr. Roger and Me- Arthur 
O'Connor, primg facie contradicted ſuch a preſumption- What 
un the caſe of Mr. Roger O'Connor ? He was aoquirted upon: - 
Wee different indie ments, oomprehending every ſpecies of ' high 
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*Dvglatid; wrote th the Duke of Porffatidowhis/arrival,and the fit 
"anfwer he fecci ves is 4 warrant” for his arreſt. He Was taken up 
Fr e inNrtior; böt he Was nüt examined. Inſtead of having an 


LCouuoxz. 


-oppottuiity' of applying for lis Habeas Corpus, he was deprived of 


he meuris of eafultingawith' hi counſel, 7 In this manner he was 
ſent off td Treland, ad oHifthie Face of it; ſo far from a preſumption 
f fairneſs, the"probecding” had every appearance of being illegal. 
This, however, was not all: in a letter written with his own hand, 
Mr. Roger OConndi ſtates that Mr. Secretary Cooke told him that 
in Trelarid there was no charge againſt him, and at this very moment 
A new warrant arrives from the Secretary of State here to bring him 
back to England; on his return to this country he again applied to 
the Secretary of State to be allowed to- ſee his counſel, and refuſed. 
Aſterwards he was adeſſed by Mr. Erſkine of whom it was impoſ- 
ible to ſpeak without reſpect and regard, to make affidavit of his 
ale: but His ſolicitor was denied admittance to ſee him. Thus 
Mr. Roger O'Connor was deprived of the means of applying for 
redreſs had he been diſpoſed to avail himſelf of that mode which the 
learned gentleman had ſaid was in his power. Certainly in ſupport- 
Ing the motion he did not wiſh to call for all the information which 
ithad been ſtated it would be fo improper to divulge. The informa- 
tion required* had very properly been narrowed by his honourable 
friend. On the preſent occaſion he eould not help obſerving, that 
the ſuſpenſton of the Habeas- corpus Act gave no ne power relative 
to the urreſt of ſuſpected perſons. It did not change the nature of 
the information on which à warrant was to be grounded. It only 
enabled Government to deprive the perſons fo taten up of their tris 
tor A certain time. It was now, however, the prubdiee to appre- 
nend mier on mere fulpicion rumour, or ſurmiſe, and to detain 
tei on this ground. For ſuch proceedings Miniſters might apply 
for an mmdemnity, but tetrainly if they perſeveret' in that! practice, 
i would be the duty of the Houſe to refit ſuch am application. - The 
ſpirit of free inſtitutions igt be defeated and deſtreyed by thoſe by 
om they wert a#minifitres;” and he was ufraict mat while the 
Aetter Was Winlicd with, the ſpirit might be venderell of no effröt 
. bo gs a preafnutmaber of perſons in the ſame chatte, 
"the panels might be ſo flarrowecl us to give to the Crown the ab- 
ute nomiittation of the Jury und by fwellitig'the liſt of -witnofies, 
Ien the Penens under acetifition were lowed ten days before 
Meal, it right br denpoſſibir to muke thoſe” ĩuquirids itito their cla 
- Miter” WRATH fafety bf thoſe gecuſed often? might require. He 
dend not fo: enter itüte cer" topics, eſpeelully thoſe conneffrl 
n dle rr becuuſe kn -exaly oppOrmuniff 
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vould occur of conſidering that ſubject. The onty queſtion x hich 
it was importaot to conſider on the preſent occaſion was, whether 
the Seeretary of State had proceeded on information upon the cath 
of a credible perſon; or had probable grounds of ſuſpicion on the 
oath of a eredible perſon in iſſuing the warrant . againſt Mr. Roger 
and Mr. Arthur O'Connor. | The inquiry being ſo. narrowed, he 
ſaw no paſſible inconvenienee with (which the motion eould be 
attended... 1e 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR . himſelf beſt pre- 
! to- diſcuſs the queſtion then before the Houſe, for. a reaſon 
which; to ſome gentlemen, might ſeem ſingular, but which was not 
leſs influencing in determining him to the line of conduct it was his 


intention that night to purſue, namely, that he neither underſtood 


the law on the eaſe, nor the fact. Thus was he, in his on mind, 
moſt free from all thoſe feelings which the knowledge of ſuch, ciz- 
cumſtances might excite, and wholly, prepared to enter upon the;giſ- 
cuſſion of the general merits of the honaurable, genileman g motion. 
The honourable gentleman: (Sheridan) had narzowed the, queſtiun, 
and that very properly, to two points of inquiry. Hg had aſked, 
firſt, <4, Was information laid beſore the Duke of Portland 
oath??: To this he (Mr. Windham) would anſwer, 1 do not 
know. And on the other point, . Suppoſing information to have 
been * Jaidy was the proceeding held.upon. it a legal proceeding 4” 


ho profeſſed i he equally ignorant.  ; Henee he would be underſiged _ 


to take the queſtion up merely on general grounds. It had been 
contended that there was a. ground of preſumption to juſtify: the in- 
quiry. 1 was| the moſt immediate topic in his. conmgmplatiog« 

mk fort a ane affewbly to: — The: aveſtign was, general 
in its terms, and-at\leaſt; would lead to general inquiry 3 thexefotef if 


the Houſe would agree to the motion, it muſt, go into. a; general. 3 in- 


quiry; but, beſore he ſhould. conſent to this, he muſt, be e, 
an inquiry was neeeſſary- His honourable and learned frienqh 
in the frſt-place;.infiſted on the circumſtance of the, parties noi hay. 
ing inflitaged any inquiry 3 and, ſecond! y;. had put the queſtion 
Would not ſuab inquiry. rather, do. an injury t0/the partisa than, be 
of fervieerta dem) Thaſe points, he thoughts Had ngt beg met 
uh fairdoſs/ 3 and: he muſt concur ib, the opinion, gf his en. 
bie friend. A diſtinction hodi beon-urged; hetwęen Magi 9 
"Juſticea:of-the Beage, ſor inſtange,,and the: Sverprary gf State. 
— ws cake inf alli jaſtanges See retarjes of, Sate wore. "| he: 
thcre:vight{fivantions; oeh hem is vd be mR —— 172 
— power! atem than . Juſtices of the 
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But.:a,memarable) rematk had / then occurred to him that only a 
felon could eſcape from the Magiſtrate, in caſe: of: + deficiency of 
pqwexs, whereas a traitor might-efcape the Secretary of State, and 
having eluded the ſearch of, the Executive Goverument, he might 
ſugeced to a certain extent in ſome: dangerous plot for the overthrow 
of the, Government. So that if, on one hand, it was neceſſatry ſor 
the full and .uoremitting diſcharge of his municipal functions, that 
the Juſtice, of the Peace ſhould be poſſeſſed of power; on the other, 
it equally appeared there was a neceſſity that the Secretary of State 
ſhayld, along with a given degree of power, enjoy a certain portion 
of confidence. With reſpect to what had been obſer ved by his ho- 
nauxable friend, of the preſent queſtion requiring that; the Houſe 
ſnould go into the circumſtances of the caſe, he would not ſay that 
it neceſſarily went ſo far, but undoubtedly the manner in which it 
had been treated by the honourable gentleman oppoſite, would lead. 
to. a very general ſtatement, and as far as they had; proceeded, they 
had attempted to do ſo in effect. Upon what had been ſaid of tha 
innocence of Mr. R. O Connor, be ſhould only remark, that it 
was poſſible for a man to be acquitied thrice without being thrice. 
innocent. The frequency. of trial was occaſioned by the recurrence 


of accuſations, and if that gentleman was as often aequitted as tried, 


ſuch a ſucceſſion of accuſatian. was at leaſt a new way of acknow- 
ledging his innocence. Gentlemen had often talked much of deli- 
cacy, but; did they forget that upon the queſtion in diſeuſſion that 
evening, they had ſhewn ſcarce, any delicaey at all? It was brought 


forward in the criſis of a pending trial, and ſueh had often been 


the charge of indelicacy brought againſt his ſide of the Houſe. But 


if it was an object of conſequence that the innocent ſhould not 
ſuffer, it was equally important that the guilty: ſnould not go un- 


puniſhed. With this remark he ſnould have been contented to fit 


dawn, but that it had occurred to him the concluding) part of the 
hogourable gentleman's (Mr. Sheridan) ſpeech was ſomewhat ſingu- 


lax . The, honourable gentleman had expreſſed his apprehenſion 


that the laws: had been recently made too ſevere; for offenders ʒ that 


dealers in treaſon had been ſubjugated to grievous reſtrictions, and 
the gays to prevent their ſucceſsfully purſuing their trade rendered in- 


ſinitely complex. But he could aſſure that honourable gemleman 
that the laws of treaſop were at that, moment ſeſs ſevere, in propor- 


tiag ig che gangen that, exiſted, chan they bed beenbat ihe period of 
their firſt ænadtment, There did got then, as now, exiſt in. ever 
pariſh, in every cunty, may, al maſt in every family abe emiſſaies 
of fechten, and 4he-propagators gh Sreaton. There micht be danget® 
of the.jnnocent ſulferiogs ({buk(eangluded Mr, w db un) heamul 
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be: a poor traĩter who cannot go far to overthrow Government ben 
fore Government can dverthrow him. 
Mr. IEK VEE replied to the Secretary at War. He faid, after 
the eulogium whictr had been ſo juſtly pronounced by the right ho? 
nourable Secretary on the difpaſſionate tenor of the debate, he de- 
clared he was not a little diſappointed the right honourable gentle⸗ 
man ſhould' have urged ſome topies with a peeuliar degree of warmth * 
and intemperance. He was ſtill more ſurprized that the right ho- 
nourable Secretary, after candidly avowing in the outſet of his ſpeech 
ſo entire an ' ignorance both of the facts and the law of the caſe, 
ſhould proceed in any form to diſcuſs the queſtion now in debate, 
unleſs ſor the experiment of manifeſting, that even in ſueh a ſtate 
of ignorancei of the ſubject- matter, a mind ſo refined and luminous 
could frame a very elaborate harangue. But he was ſtill more hurt 
to obſerve, that the right honourable gentleman had ſeemed to re- 
iterate a complaint whieh he had too frequently' heard from the ſame 
quarter that the ſyſtem of treaſon laws; framed moſt wiſely, juſtly, 
and conſtiturionally by our anceſtors, ſtood in need of extenfion to 
ſuit the exigency of our own times —a doQrine that, as a Lawyer 
and a Member of Parliament, he never would' ne repeated een 
out attempting to reprovovpe. ö 
The honourable and learned n (the Solicitor Genera) 
who preceded the right honourable Secretary in the debate, had 
ſeemed to coĩneide in a reprobation of that expreſſion which had 
fallen from his honourable friend who moved the queſtion "now be- 
fore the Houſe—namely, that in proſecutions for high treaſon Go- + 
vernnent was to be confidered as a ſuſpected profecuror.* The 
very ſpirit of thoſe laws fortified the obſervation of his honourable 
friend. © Thoſe laws had fenced the private ſubject ſo aceuſed with | 
a variety of protections the neceſſity of addueing two witneſſes td 
every overt ad.—of delivering a copy of the pannel of jurors to t 
priſoner. Theſe protections and difficulties. marked the ſuſpic let 
the Legiſlature entertained of the ſpirit of | proſecution which might 
ani mate ar ill. advĩſed Government againſt the life and liberty of an 
innoeentiin tio Idu . n legen Nelso 
Mr. Jekyll net contended, that his Honourable friend had fube 
ſantiated a caſe of magnitude on the preſent dayß adequate; at leaf, 
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he inſiſted, was now before the Houſe on the affertions of fas the:La 

known or believed by the honourable' mover of the queſtion—2 in a n 

ſpecies of parliamentary proof equal in this inſtance to che filing of prineif 

fuch affidavits: in a Court of Fuſtice, which formed the baſis N 2 ing wi 

criminal information moved againftan/ordinaty Mapiſtrate. on oat! 

What was aſked in fatisfaction of-fuch'a charge? It was te- that ne 

quired to know, whether a charge had been made on oath to ſane- preſent 

tify the warrant, and whether ſuch m or depofitieh was inc ex · Mr. 

iſtence, and produeible? e 1997 en, gentler 

The Solicitor General had declared 1 he confidered'" it to be bi Juſtice 

1 duty to be ſilent even if ſuch a paper exiſted; Was it his duty 40 rants, - 
7 refuſe a juſtification of the Secretary of State, if he were pofiefied of iy. 
7 the only means -of ſuch juſtification, when called upon, as Mr. this no 
| Jekyll contended he wow "Wo: wow pro mann out de erer Courts, 
4 friend * D dn (GT e 02 bs: men all 
1 The right hbnvurable orien had lee to the trite n of WI medigs- 
is lee and confidence. What indelicacy was there in ſubmitiing moving 
bs to the conſideration of Parliament a ſubject that applied ſo a, Mr. 'By 
* to the liberty of Britiſh ſubject:?ſ?ſ3ñ : 0 1h 7 men to 
15 As to confidence, he knew of fon 10 portant towards b. and he 
5 ecutive Government as that confidence repoſed in the «repreſentatives WI give. dar 
R. of the people of England by their conſtitients' to wateh over, and be exem 
5 Protect from illegal attempts, the liberties of private ment. giſtrates 
* It had been urged too, that the Houſe of Commens was not the I ment. 
bo fe: ſcene for ſuch an inveſtigation— he thought” it (peculiarly the Wl {ce thei! 
= tribunal for ſuch a charge to be exhibited in. To the Speaker he that in 
2 appealed, whether Parliament, in the very efſence and conſtitutin Wl Judge fa 
I of: its inquifitional and ſuperintendant powers; did not annually, at honourab 
i me commeneement of every ſeſſioti, ſorm a Committee of Juſtice? beiog in 
* That Committee any Member of the Houſe might move to revive; fl Vere the 
Ni and, on a caſe r of by the en en _ te rener its Habeas c 
7 Judicial funstions. 90 its fitting 
28 As to any act of wel ewolne dh Mri R. O'Connor " ſhould be 
10 tween the period of his 1ſt acquittal on a third indiinont in In. I went te 
K 1 land and his reception on the warrant comphined off it ſeemed he motid 
1 almoſt a phyſical and moral impoſſibility—he therefore vonebaded Wi 'Ktious, pr 


F 


Yhat'fuch a'wartant' muſt have iſſuec without a obarge Aubſtantiatcd i C Sr FR 
on 6 The fame atgument applied in che enſe af chat! gentle, BY Ane of gt 
mah s unſortlütate brother} who bad been liberated im Iteland with I Tho reme 
zelt an efort to bräng uin thy trial chere: n tat. 
Mr. Jekyll corieluded by dectirtng; . Ge Judge 
4s any Member ef that Houſe to repoſe in ac . wen, he 
ment thüt confidence which Hides Heil win ale de 
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the: Law and the; Conſtitution, yet he never would Glently'.acquieſce 
ia a meaſure like the preſent, which ſeemed io militate againſt every 


principle of juſtices; and which ſought to-eſtabliſh.a power of arreſt» 


ing without the previous and neceſſary baſis of a charge ſubſtantiated 

on oath - and he truſted that the Houſe. had heard enough to feel 

that no anſwer had den dien 9 caſe brought forward on the 
preſent oo ιj˖f. 

1 BURTON thought. 33 was + but one queſtion, Whether 
eentlemen were fitting in a Houſe of Legiſlature, or in a Court of 
Juſtice : , „The honourable gentleman had moved for certain war- 
rants, and meant to aſk the opinion of the Houſe as to their lega- 
lity. But this queſtion gught firſt to go to a Court of Law; and 
this not having been done, was, he thought, a groſs inſult to the 
Courts, and an infringement of the Conſtitution. If the gentle- 
men alluded to were improperly apprehended, there were many re- 
medigs- within their reach. Four he ſhould mention — firſt, By 
moving for a Habeas Gun HA ery of Hear! hear!“ 
Mr. Burton repeated the exclamation, and ſaid, © I wiſh gentle- 


and he was ſure; could ſuch an action be maintained, the Jury would 
give damages, and gentlemen well. knew that theſe damages would 
be exemplary. The remaining two modes of remedy againſt Ma- 
giſtrates and the Secretary of State were by information or indict- 
ment. It had been ſaid, that the gentlemen were not permitted to 
ſee their eounſel or ſolicitor ; but would gentlemen not recollect, 
tat in the preſence of the counſel onthe trial at Maidſtone, the 


honourable gentlemen had ſaid, that this could not be done, not 
being in Term z ebut it was ſtrange that gentlemen, who had been or 
rere then ornaments to the profeſſion, ſhould - not know that a 
Habgas:can as well be. ſued out in the abſence of Term as during 
4 its fittings. He concluded with obſerving, that whenever a caſe 
be- fiduld be made but fit to go to a Committee of Juſtice, he ſhould 
In: 2ſent to that proceeding ; but, until then, he could, not agree to 
emed the motibn but, muſt conſider it as tending 3K to turn into ridicule-the 
jaded I ifrious: proceedings of that Houſe, | lng s fornls 
lated WY 011i: FRANCIS, BURDETT would not. * up mch o f the 
dme of: the Houſe at this late hour with any, obſervations of his. 
Ihe remedles ireferred to · by a learned gentleman .could not haye 
been attained, at leaſt in the caſe of Mr. Roger O Copper. MWhat 
the Judge: Cid, diy. Caurtiar Mazulſens did not ApRIN to,thar gentle- 
man, ho had;nd eounfeb there. 1 Another, euriaus. 27g 


* 


men to hear me.“ Another, an action for falſe impriſonment; 


Judge ſaĩd they might move for a Habeas Corpus? It was true, 


r 6 Men Roger | 
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376 PARLIAMENTARY [ Commoxs, 
O'Connor having committed acts of treaſon in Ireland, on account 


of which he might be ſent back to that country. Vet theſe treaſons 


were ſuch that the Government of Ireland had entirely forgotten 
them. Mr. Secretary Cooke declared that there was no charge 
againſt him. This he could ſtate with confidence to the Houſe, 
for he had it under Mr. O'Connor's own hand. The caſe as made 
out to the Houſe had at leaſt the appearance of violence-and ſeve- 
rity on the part of Government. Both of theſe gentlemen had 
already ſuffered very long impriſonments, Mr. Roger O'Connor 
in Cork, and Mr. Arthur O'Connor both in Ireland and here. 
The queſtion had been reduced to a very narrow compaſs by his 
honourable friend, namely, whether information on oath had been 
lodged in the Duke of Portland's office againſt theſe gentlemen as 
guilty of high treaſon, or whether any information had been given 
which could warrant the proceeding that had taken place? He could 
not ſee what objection Miniſters could have to lay the warrants un- 
der which Meſſts. O'Connor were apprehended on the table. If 
Miniſters were eonfident that their conduct had been right, why did 
they heſitate to agree to his honourable friend's motion? Their not 
producing the warrants, was to him a proof that they. were . 
of having acted wrong, 
Right honourable S. DOUGLAS ſaid, that this motion went to 
exact an improper diſcloſure. If an action for the ſame purpoſe 
had been brought in the Courts below, it would have been checked 
by an emparlance. He alluded to the defence ſet up for Mr. Roger 
O'Connor, that he had been three times acquitted, and therefore 
muſt be innocent. It would be a ſtrange character to give of a 
ſervant, if a man were to ſay, I know he is honeſt, for he has 
been three times tried for robbery, and as often acquitted.” 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that he did not mean to argue that be- 
cauſe this gentleman had been ſo often tried, he was therefore 
1 thrice innocent, or, in other words, a thrice-acquitted felon.” 


He only meant to ſhew from this, that it was the more improbablc 


that any new crime could be alledged againſt him. 
Honourable ST. A. ST, JOHN + ſaid, it was not his intention 
to have called for all the information which might have been fe- 
ceived, but ſimply to aſcertain the fact, whether or not any charge 
exiſted againſt Mr. O'Connor in Ireland ? With reſpect to what 
à learned gentleman had ſaid of the diſcuſſion in any ſhape being an 
imzuſtice, . firſt, to the juſtice of the country, and ſecondly, to the 
Secretary of State, he obſerved, that it ſhewed too much. Such a, 
defence was equaliy applicable to all abuſes of power on the part of 
the Executive Government. The Teeſtion of general warrants in 
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the beginning of the ſont reign was, he thought, not diſſimilar to 
the preſent. The arguments uſed then againſt the motion for een- 
ſuring them as illegal were nearly the ſame, but with this difference, 
that thoſe which were unſucceſsful then were ſucceſsful now. He 
could not help obſerving, that no notice had been taken of the im- 
portant point of the date of the warrant upon which Mr. Arthur 
O'Connor was apprehended the ſecond time. This, under all the 
circumſtances of the caſe, was a material conſideration. It was to 
be ſuppoſed that Government, who were maſters of all the circum- 
ſtances, and in poſſeſſion of all the information, knew beſt in what 


thoſe were ſelected upon which it was the moſt likely he ſhould be 
convicted. 


The Houſe then divided on the motion: 


: Ayes, 15; Noes, 104. N 
| HOUSE OF LORDS. 
oo Tueſday, June 12. 
(e Lord GRENVILLE preſented a meſſage from the Kive— 
ed for a particular report of which, ſee the proceedings of the Houſe of 
er 


) Com mons. 


* The meſſage being read to the Houſe, Lord Grenville moved the 
Ze uſual addreſs to His Majeſty on the occaſion. 
nas On the queſtion for agreeing to the. addreſs being put, 

The Earl of SUFFOLK wiſhed, before the queſtion was de- 
be- cided, to obtain ſome information from the noble Secretary (Lord 
ore Grenville) with reſpect to the peculiar and preciſe object of it. At 
n. b very critical a period as the preſent one, it was neceſſary for their 
able Lordſhips to be inſtructed, both as to the motives and the end of the 
. WW communication which His Majeſty had been pleaſed to ſend to the 
on Houſe. The ftate of Ireland was truly alarming, and he under- 

Te ſtood that ſome ſerious accounts from that quarter had been recently 
aide received. He therefore requeſted the noble Lord would explain 
what f the preciſe object of the meſlage. 1 
ig 20 Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, that His Majeſty” 8 meſſage ſimply re- 
» the ferred to the annual vote of credit, which, in times of war, was 
ch 2 generally, and uniformly fince the .commencement of the preſent 
art i var, paſſed towards the cloſe of the ſeſſion, in order to enable the 
n Vor. VI. | 30 
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place to try him, and on what charge; and it was ſuppoſed, that 
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—— — 


[Loxps. 


Executive Government to be prepared for any caſual, unforeſeen exi- 

gencies that might ariſe during the interval of the receſs. 
Eapl of SUFFOLK was ſorry for one expreſſion that fell from 

the noble Secretary of State—that which intimated a ſpeedy riſing 


of Parliament. He regretted this generally, on account of the un- 


fortunate ſtate of the national affairs, and more particularly as he un- 
derſtood that on that very day intelligence had been officially received 
of a very alarming nature from Ireland. In ſuch circumſtances he 
thought that Parliament ought not to be prorogued, but that the 
country ſhould have the benefit of the deliberations of that Houſe, 
and of the Grand Council of the Nation. He thought the Houſe, 
under the particular circumſtances of the moment, ſhould be in- 
formed with reſpect to the alarming intelligence he had altuded to, 
whether true or not; and alſo, whether it was Intended t to put a 
ſpeedy termination to the ſeſſion. | 
Lord GRENVILLE faid, that the impropriety of communi- 
cating the contents of any diſpatches received from Ireland, or any 
other part of the world, in that manner, muſt be obvious to every 
noble Lord that heard him. With reſpect to the ſecond quere of 
the noble Earl, he certainly could not then take upon himſelf to fay 
-when His Majeſty might think proper to prorogue the Parliament. 
Earl of SUFFOLK was concerned to hear the King's name 
made uſe of by the noble Secretary in ſuch a manner. It was cer- 
tain that the prorogation of Parliament by His Majeſty would take 
place in conſequence of the advice of Miniſters ; they muſt of courſe 
know the. period, as well as be reſponſible for the meaſure ; that 
being admitted, it was to them the Houſe ſhould look for 220 
tion: for his own part, when he conſidered the calamitous ſituation 


to which the country had been brought by the improper conduct of 


Miniſters, alarming beyond any former precedent or example, he 
ſhould deem it his duty to bring forward ſome propoſition reſpec 
ing the prorogation of Parliament, in the preſent circumſtances of 
the nation. 

Lord GRENVILLE fully agreed with 6, noble Earl, that 
Miniſters were clearly reſponſible for any advice they might have 
given the Crown; but ſurely it could not be contended that the) 
were. bound to diſcloſe what advice they might hold it their duty to 
give the Crown on any particular, point at a future period—advice 

;Which it could not be certain whether His Majeſty would think 
pro x to follow or reject. 
he ang was then put, 4 the addreſs was voted by U thei 
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third reading of the Land-Tax Sale Bill. _* Ca 
Lord HOLL AND oppoſed the farther progreſs of the bitt. 
ſtated at ſome length his objections to the meaſure. * He e 
the bill pregnant with miſchief; it was highly objectionable i in its 
principle, ſtill more ſo in its details, and totally inſuffieient as to its 
propoſed ends. He ſaid he would not go into farther calculations 
reſpecting the inefficacy of the meaſure, or the evils that were likely 
to reſult from it, as thoſe he had made on former ſtages of the bill 


— 


f were. unanſwered. One of the worſt features of the meaſure 'Wis 
y the temptation it offered to landholders to ſpeculate in the funds, 
. eſpecially when they had not money in hand to purchaſe their ſhare 
b of the tax—a proceeding Auen of all others, ought to be 
; moſt diſcouraged in ſuch perſons. With reſpe& to the principle of 
q the bill, he could, in na ſhape, approve of it; its injuſtice was not 
. leſs obvious than its impolicy. In a conſtitutional view, it was 
Ki highly dangerous—as by the eventual operation of the bill the whole 


Ie handed property of the kingdom would paſs through the hands of 
the Miniſters of the Crown. Abſtracted from the conſideration of 


lay the almoſt univerſal influence which ſuch a proceeding muſt give 
th Miniſters, he would aſk, How it. muſt affect the independence of 
5 that Houſe? The Nation, he allowed, was in great circumſtances 


67 of difficulty and diſtreſs ; but it was not by ſuch meafures as the 
: n preſent. its affairs were to be retrieved ; it was not by long, compli- 
cated, and unintelligible bills —not by half meaſures, but by a ſe- 


that 
zo rious determination to carry an extenſive and efficient reform into 
Fell brächte; ; it was by a ſtrict and rigid economy in every branch of 


Q of the Legiſlature—by lopping off all ſuperfluous places and unmerited 
e 3 ; and, above all, by an inquiry into the conduct of thoſe 
iaiſters, ho, by eountenancing the moſt extravagant profuſions, 
and embarking the Nation in wanton wars, had expended tlie 
money of their fellow ſubjects, and brought the Nation into its 
preſent embarraſſed ſtate; it was by vigorous and falutary 1 Teaſutes 
of this kind that the Country was to be ſaved. Under theſe”; 
preſſions, and | Jeeming of the bill as he did, he conceived it fs dury 
to Tpke, 72h hird reading. a 

R Lord {AUC Cad thought it unneceſſary | to & ger the bid 
gound u on + ich the .noble* Lord had already peled the bill, 
and upon Noi 8 he had Des anſwered ; but he ts Ve” aver, that 
the bill ould not prove a nugatory one? it would W efficient with 
reſpect to all its bje 8. and Went to thoſe HidiViduais: Ss who 
ated under its. principles. He would inſtance the" Eff A cot- 
poration poſſeſſed of extenſive eſtates; ſuppoſe Greenwich Hoſpital, 
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Lore GRENVI LLE then moved the order of the day for the 
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in the affairs of which he had ſome concern ; ſuppoſe the income 
of that inſtitution to be 40,0001. per ann. of this he would ſell one 
of the moſt productive parts, property ſo circumſtanced as to bring 
36 years purchaſe ; of this he would diſpoſe of 5 00l. per annum, 
and then by purchaſing land tax, and veſting the money under the 
proviſions of the bill in the funds, taking the 3 per cents. at 50, 
the ſum of 5001. would clearly be added to the annual income of 
the Corporation. A ſimilar calculation would ſerve for every other 
ſpecies of property. It was then clear: by the evidence of figures, 
that individuals muſt be benefited by the meaſure. With reſpe& 
to what had been ſaid of an equal tax upon property, he would be 
glad to ſee it carried into execution; it was the great de efideratum of 
finance ; but, generally ſpeaking, he entertained doubts of its prac- 


| dcability. 


Earl of SUFFOLK was decidedly hoſtile to the bill; he con- 
fidered it as likely to produce the moſt injurious effects, and to mi- 
litate againſt the improvement of landed property in general: his 
Lordſhip then went into a long calculation to prove, in his own 


particular caſe, how injuriouſly the bill would operate with reſpedt 


to his eſtates, and tend to do away the effects of the improvements 
which he had made therein at a great expence. The landholders in 
general would be affected nearly in a ſimilar manner. He thought 
that the monied men, in the preſent circumſtances of the country, 
ought to bear the burden of taxation, as they were the only perſons 
that reaped any advantage therefrom. - 

Duke of NORFOLK cenſured Miniſters for not bringing for- 
ward the meaſure at an earlier period of tlie ſeſſion; for had there 
been time enough for a mature diſcuſſion of it, the objectionable 

| clauſes might be ameliorated. The bill, he conſidered, as not bad 
in its principle—by it the public could get rid of a bad tax. His 


Grace pointed out ſome glaring irregularities in the preſent arrange- 


ment of the land tax, and he entered into ſome ſhort calculations to 
prove, that under the bill, taking the funds in their preſent ſtate, or 
ſuppoſing the intereſt of money not to exceed 51. per cent. advanta- 
geous bargains might be made by individuals; but on a riſe of the 
funds, or a difficulty of procuring money t6 purchaſe, perſons mult 
make a loſing bargain. With reſpe& to the noble Lord's idea of 


an advantageous bargain for hoſpitals or ſuch-like inſtitutions, i 


may apply, as thoſe concerns very ſeldom retained lands for orna- 


ment or pleaſure ; not ſo with perſons of large landed property ot 
their heirs ; and in this view it was that he principally objected to 


the clauſe enabling tenants for life to ſell without the concurrence 


of the remainders. He ſhould like to ſee a tax upon eta in 
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general, the funds particularly. However, he thought that ſtock in 
trade ſhould not be taxed, neither ſhould the property of merchants 
in ſome circumſtances, as it would lead to diſcloſures highly injurious 
to thoſe perſons. He thought the bill ought not to be paſſed this 
ſeſſion ; it was one of too great importance, and embracing too 
great a variety of details, to be rapidly carried through Parliament; 
it would be better to let it lie over, and, in the receſs, to circulate 
copies of the bill among the landholders in general, in order that 


their opinions of the meaſure might be aſcertained. 


Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnoul) ſhould vote for the bill, 3 | 


the conviction of its being calculated not only for the advantage of 
the public,, but of private perſons. With reſpect to the latter, it 
was perfectly optional—they would purchaſe or not as they found 
it their intereſt. He alſo obſerved, that the bill underwent an 


uncommonly long and minute inveſtigation in the other Houſe of 


Parliament, where it was decidedly oppoſed by the great body of the 
landed proprietors, and the whole time not one petition or remon- 
ſtrance from without doors was urged againſt the meaſure, which 
certainly would be the caſe if it was diſapproved of. On theſe 
grounds he would ſupport the bill. 

Lord HOLLAND recapitulated his general arguments a 
the bill, and ſpoke particularly to one pcint touched upon by a 


noble Lord, namely, That the bill had undergone a minute and 


long inveſtigation in the other Houſe of Parliament. So far from 
this being the caſe, he ſaid, that at Jeaſt one-third of the bill had 
been introduced after it was laſt committed, ſo that no regular 
opportunity was afforded for a diſcuſſion of 0008 ee of 
the bill. 

The Houſe then divided: when there 1 in Gam of the 
third reading of the bill, 26; Againſt it, 7. Majority, 19. 

The bill was then read a third time, paſſed, and ordered — to 
the Houſe of Commons. 


1 
5 


The falling PROTEST was entered on the Feurnals of the. Tye 
againſt the Land- Tax Sale Bill. 


Z DISSENTIENT, *' | 

«© 1ſt, Becauſe unwilling to depart from the eſtabliſhed princi- 
ple of the Land Tax being voted annually ; a principle, we con- 
ive, founded on the moſt ſolid baſis of political wiſdom. 
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382 PARLIAMENTARY [Loxns, 

« 2dly, Becauſe the introduction of ſo ſerious an innovation, as 
rendering the Land Tax perpetual, appears to us neither beneficial 
to the public, nor juſt to individuals. That tax being from its 
very nature unequal, and liable to fluQuation from a variety of 
cauſes,” cannot furniſh any reaſonable ground on 2 525 to eſtabliſh 
one permanent, uniform plan of Arkineidt operation. 

* 3dly, Becauſe the propoſed plan of ſale or redemption, with a 
view to the general proſperity of the country, appears totally falla- 
cious, as the mode in which its operation is to take effect cannot but 
be precarious ; and ſhould the event propoſed anſwer the warmeſt 


expeRations of the moſt zealous advocates for the meaſure, its ſucceſs 


can alone be derived from ſacrificing the great and confti tutional in- 
tereſts of the country, namely, the landed, 


to the more precarious 
and fluctuating intereſt of the monicd property of the kingdom. 

« 4thly, Becauſe, admitting under the preſent Grcumſtances* 
the neceſſity of great and extraordinary exertions in order to protect 
our Liberties, Conſtitution, and Country, againſt thoſe unprecedented 
dangers with which we are menaced, we ſtill think the country 
equal to reſiſt ſucceſsfully every probable degree of difficulty and 
danger, provided its reſources are applied with wiſdom as well as 
energy. The land undoubtedly mult; in common with every other 
ſpecies of property, bear its part of the public burdens ; and be the 
weight of thoſe burdens more or leſs, according to the preſſure of par- 
ticular times and circumſtances,” we never can approve the endan- 
gering the conſtitutional importance of that intereſt whach has hi- 
therto been regarded as ſo materially conneQted with * . _ 
pendence and rational freedom of our country. © 

«© It is upon theſe grounds we object to this bill paſſing into 2 
law; and actuated by no other motives than the (Conſcientious diſ- 
charge of our duty, and the moſt earneſt wiſhes-for the proſperity of 
the State, we have thought j it neceſſary to record our diffent; in order 


that whatever inconvenience, vexation, or more ſeribus ealamity 


may ariſe from ſuch a meaſure being adopted, we may not appear 
reſponſible for its conſequences, either to the profent ages or to 
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: DEBATES. | 383 
5 HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tueſday, June 12. 


Mr. Secretary DUN DAs acquainted the Houſe, that he ry a 
meſſage from His Majeſty to this Houſe, ſigned by His Majeſty ; 
and he preſented the ſame to the Houſe, and it was read by Mr. 
Speaker, and is as followeth, viz. 


GEORGE R. 


His Majeſty relying on the experienced zeal and affe im of bis 
faithful Commons, and confi dering that it may be of the utmoſt importance 
ts provide for ſuch, emergencies as may ariſe in this critical canjuncture, 
is defirous that this Houſe will enable Lim ts take all ſuch meaſures as 
may be neceſſary to difapprint or defeat any enterprizes or deſigns of his 
enemies, and as the exigencies of Wn may require. 

5 „„ 6. 


3 « 


ed mg. was ordered to he taken into conſideration to- 
Morrow. Ch mob! 1 * 8 


to „ mv 
ny „ 22 June K 
16 * 8 


His Majeſty's n was ordered to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Supply, and the Houſe FRY reſolved itſelf into' the fame” 


Committee; 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved that | it is the opinion of this: 
Committee, that the ſum of one million be granted to His Ma- 
jeſty, to enable His Majeſty to take ſuch meaſures to defeat the en- 
terprizes hone ein of his enemies as the exigencies of or a 
might req 

8 TARLETON ſaid, it was uſual to ſtate ſome eka 
reaſons before the vote of credit was moved for; but if it had not 
been uſual, yet the cireumſtances of the country were ſuch that on the 
preſent occaſion it ought to have been done. The Houſe was efiti-: 
tled to ſome account how it would be applied, and it did not become 
them to vote million after million, and ten millions after ten mil- 
lions, without ſome' ſtatement of the neceſſity for it. With reſpect 
to the affairs of à neighbburing kingdom, he fully expected to hear 
ſomething upon that head; and he ſhould feel himſelf perſonally 


obliged to the right honourable b if he would give an anſwer 
upon thoſe points, 
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384 PARLIAMENTARY [ CoMMons, 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, upon the prefent occaſion it 
| would be impoſſible to go into an explanation of the mode in which 
this ſum might be applied; it was voted for proſpective ſervices, 
and to be applied as exigencies might require; therefore it was im- 
poſſible to ſay in what manner it might be expended. As to the 
other particular to which the honourable gentleman had alluded, a 
notice of a motion was given for to-morrow, when every informa- 
tion would be given that would be proper. At prefent the queſtion 
reſpeRed the vote of credit, and that only could now regularly come 
under diſcuſſion. | | 
General TARLETON conceived this vote was connected with 
the general expenditure of the country, and if he were inclined re- 
gularly to go into an examination of the fituation of the military for 
ſome months paſt, which he contended he was competent to do; 
but would forbear from the neceffary length of ſuch a detail. 
Mr. ROSE obſerved, that this vote was not for ſervices paſt, but 
for ſuch exigencies as might in future ariſe, and which, from their 
nature, were not capable of being ſtated. 
Mr. HUSSEY did not -expe& any account of how this money 
' was to be expended ; that it was no more than a million, he though: 
a ſubject of congratulation to the country ; but he did exped ſome 
ſort of an aſſurance that it was not intended to apply for more during 
the preſent ſeſſion. | 
Mr. ROSE replied, :hat it was not in contemplation to apply for 
more during the preſent ſeſſion, except the ſum of 3,500,000]. on 
Exchequer bills, which he ſhould preſently move in the Committce 
of Ways and Means, and of which his right honourable friend had 
given notice in his Budget. | 5 
Mr. TIERNEY aſked, if from any calculation they were able 
to ſay, that one million would be ſufficient ; or whether from any 
eſtimate they really conceived it would be: he thought it neceſſary 
they ſhould ſtate, that their aſking/ſo ,much leſs than was expected, 
was not merely a trap to deceive the country. The right honour- 
able Chancellor of the Exchequer had ſtated the probable account of 
the vote of credit at two millions, and he came down prepared to 
vote that ſum. 5 | | 
Mr. ROSE obſerved, that ne would not be ſo raſh as to pledge 
himſelf that the ſervices would not exceed that amount; but as far 
as conjecture could enable him to judge, the ſum. propoſed would be 
ſufficient to cover the expences. | 5 N 
Mr. TIERNEY faid, that it was but a little while fince, at the 
opening of the Budget, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtates 


the vote of credit at two millions: he wiſhed to know upon what. 
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grounds it was now thought that leſs would be ſufficient, eſpecially 
as the circumſtances of the country ſeemed rather to warrant the ex- 

Qation of an increaſed. than a diminiſhed expenditure ? 

Mr. ROSE replied, that an accurate eſtimate was not then 
made. 

Mr. BAKER aſked upon what grounds the ſubſequent caleula- 
tion had been made? for he conlidered the ſum as too little; and 
if the forms of the Houſe did not prevent it, he certainly ſhould 
move the larger ſum. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that moſt certainly the forms of 
the Houſe did not prevent the henourable gentleman from making 
his propoſed motion, and he ſhould agree with him, as he conceived 
the larger ſum would be better. At the ſame time the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, whoſe buſineſs it was to inveſtigate this point 
with the utmoſt accuracy, when aſked, had ſtated his opinion that 
one million, would be ſufficient. 

Mr. BAKER then moved to ſubſtitute the would cc two” inſtead 

of „one.“ 

Mr. TIERNEY could hardly believe the honourable anden 
was ſerious; it ſeemed to him a wanton jeſting with the public 
purſe. After the Chancellor bf the Exchequer, whoſe bufineſs it 
was to eſtimate the neceſſary amount of the vote of credit, had de- 
clared that he thought one million ſufficient, another honourable 
Member, without any reaſon whatever ſuggeſted, moved an ad- 
ditional] million, at a period of the ſeſſion alſo when many gentle- 
men had left town, as ſuppoſing the whole material ſupplies ſettled. 
He thought the Houſe was bound to ſet their faces againſt ſuch 
conduct. . 


Mr. BAKER aſſured the honourable gentleman, that be was 
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perfectly ſerious, and he conceived that he acted only up to the 


ideas of the honourable gentleman himſelf, for he had declared that 
he came down prepared to vote the two millions. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, upon the ſame principles that the ho- 
nourable gentleman propoſed two, another Member might propoſe 
three millions. This vote was for ſuch purpoſes as could not be 
foreſeen and eſtimated. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
was moſt, likely. to know beſt, had declared it his opinion that one 
million would be ſufficient ; but the honourable gentleman, in his 
He might be very grave and ſerious, but 

he was more grave than diſereet. 

Ide SECRETARY AT WAR Take ſhortly i in favour of the 
wiginal motion. 
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Mr. WI LBERFORC E had been aQtuated by various feeling) 
4 the queſtion was under diſcuſſion. When, in the firſt in- 
ſtance, the Chancellor of the Exchequer had declared one million 
was ſufficient, he was diſpoſed to acquieſce in that ſum; but he 
applauded the zeal which his honourable friend had ſhewn.in giving 
farther ſupport to Adminiſtration. If it was to be conſidered as a 
queſtion of confidence in the preſent Adminiſtration, he was ready to 


vote three, four, or even five millions; but, upon the whole, he 


thought the Houſe would be aQing with too much precipitancy if 
they ſurpaſſed the firſt ſum : he thought it would be more . 
their gravity to vote only the one million. 

Mr. TIERNEY inſiſted, that the binden was a nee cen- 
ſure on the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as it implied he did not 
know what was neceſſary for his purpoſe; but that a perſon, with- 
out his materials for information, was a better judge. 

Mr. Secretary DUN DAs ſaid, upon farther conſideration, he 
thought it was better to truſt to the ſtatement of the perſon with eſti- 
mates before him, than to any looſe general obſervation, and it 
might lead to a precedent not defirable. 

Mr. SIMEON wiſhed his honourable friend to withdraw his 

motion. 
After a few words from General TARLETON7the motion was 
withdrawn, and the ſum of one million voted. | 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR wiſhed to aſk one queſtion. Notice of 
a motion of conſiderable importance had been given for to-morrow: 
he wiſhed to know whether it was probable the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer would attend? He very much lamented his illneſs; 
and the gentlemen on the other fide would do him the credit to be- 
lieve, that he did not ſuppoſe his abſence was occaſioned by any po- 
litical illneſs. He was convinced that it was a real indiſpoſition ; 
but if there was any chance of his attending ſhortly, he ſhould en- 

deavour to perfuade his honourable friend to wave his motion for 2 
Mort time. 

Mr. ROSE obſerved, that a want of health had for ** time 
prevented his right honourable friend from attending in his place; 
and it was impoſſible for him to ſtate on What day Do would be able 


A 


5 to come to the Houſe. 


Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the order of the day 

for the-third reading of the Newſpaper Bill. 
Mr. JEKYEL felt it his duty to oppoſe this bill on the grounds 
5 Eoriftitutional jealouſy for the Liberty of the Prefs. , He hoped the 
AMttomey Generalwould acquit him of any improper [motives in his 
oppoſition to this bill, He for his part gave that honourable gen- 
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tleman full credit for the purity of his intention in bringing for- 
ward the bill; but he thought he was juſtified in having a ſuſpicion 
of the Tonfiiturional tendency of this meaſure. The Houſe, in his 
opinion; ought to receive it as a queſtion of the firſt magnitude, as it 
went to infringe the Liberty of the Preſs—a thing which had now 
deen held ſacred for above a century; and this was the firſt inſtanee 
in which it was broke in upon. The Houſe would bear in recollee- 
tion the abominable conduct of the Court of Star- chamber: that 
conduct was continued during the reigns of thoſe two deteſtable 
Monarchs, Charles the Second and James the Second: and he be- 
lieved a reftrition continued after the Revolution until the year 
1694. From that latter period until the preſent time, the Liberty 
of the Preſs was held ſacred. 

He knew that the Attorney General had ſtated this bill as one of 
mere regulation. But to what point did it go? It went to render 
proſecutions for libel more eaſy.; and in his mind this was but the 
beginning of a ſyſtem to deſtroy the Liberty of the Preſs, and that 
was, in his mind, a ſufficient ground of jealouſy. His opinion upon 
this point was conſiderably fortified when he contemplated the con- 
duct of Adminiſtration in other reſpeQs ; he felt they were attempt- 
ing to undermine the freedom of that cenſorial power veſted in the 
people, and which was now one of the beſt remaining ſecurities for 
the liberties of the people. One effect of che meaſure would be to 
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drive all perſons of property from having any connection with newſ- 


papers: They would not embark their fortunes in ſuch concerns ; 


and the neceflary conſequence muſt be, that they would fall into the 


hands of the dregs of the people. We ſhould have articles of ca- 
lumny and ſcandal diſtributed on coarſe brown paper, at the corner 
of every ſtreet. In point of fad, what was a newſpaper at preſent, 
but a circulation of the news of the day, ſuch things as one man 
communicated to another? He was convinced that any reſtraint 
upon the Liberty of the Preſs, in the cafe of newſpapers, would be 
attended with more miſchief than any it pretended to remedy. Upon 


theſe grounds, he truſted the Houſe would not adopt theſe reſtric- 


tions which were now brought forwards for the firſt time within the 
period of 'a century. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that his hikes was, _ 
ſo he truſted the operation of the bill would be, to reſtore the Liberty 
of the Preſs; in contradiſtinction to, and in diminution of, the non- 
reſponſible licentiouſneſs of the Preſs ;- and it was becauſe ſome 
perſons were, on account of its licentiouſneſs, leſs attached to the 
Liberty of the Preſs than he wiſhed them to be, that he brought in 
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man may publiſh what he pleaſes, but he ſhould be reſponſible to 
the Public for what he publiſhed. Any man might make fair and 
free remarks on public men and public meaſures, and ſuch men 
might carry on their newſpapers after this bill patfed as well as they 
did before it was thought of; it only ſecured to the Public that 
which they had a right to call for—the appearance of a reſponſible 
party in a Court of Juſtice, fo as to be amenable to law. The 
learned gentleman had ſaid, that this hilt would throw newſpapers 
into the hands of the dregs of the People. It would do no ſuch 
thing; it had for its object that they ſhould not continue in the 
hands of the dregs of the People, and perſons who were not viſible 
to thoſe whom they were conſtantly calumniating in private life as 
well as in public character. He had fo frequently had occafion to 
explain himſelf upon this bill, that it was not neceffary for him now 
to detain the Houſe any longer upon the ſubject. He felt perſonal 
obligations to'every Member who had given his attention to it. He 
could now only ſay, it was on the principle of the Liberty of the 
Prefs he had brought in this bill: it was an attempt to reſtore the 
Liberty of the Preſs, by making thoſe who injure the characters of 
others in newſpapers, anſwerable for it in the ſame way in which 
every other man was anſwerable. | 1 85 
Sir FRANCIS BURDETT ſpoke nearly in the following 
terms :— The Liberty of the Preſs is of ſo delicate a nature, and fo 
important for the preſervation of that ſmall portion of liberty which 
fill remains to the country, that J cannot allow the bill before the 
Houſe to paſs, without giving it my oppoſition, and ſtating the ob- 
ections which principally occur to my mind upon the ſubject. I 
am fo decidedly hoſtile to the general principle of this bill, or of any 
bill infringing in the flighteſt degree upon the liberty of the preſs— 
a bleſſing 1 am the more jealous of, as it is ſo peculiarly our own 
and I am at the ſame time fo convinced that the preſs at preſent la- 
bours under greater reſtraint than is neceffary for the fuppreſſing 
of licentiouſneſs, or even than is conſiſtent with perfect freedom, 
that 1 ſhall not take up the time of the Houſe by entering into a 
detail of the bill, but content myſelf with generally ſtating my rea- 
ſons for objeQing to it altogether. I am the more alarmed at this 
Vil, becauſe it admits of, and has met with, much fpecious argu- 
ment in its ſupport— uch was all that train of reaſoning concern- 
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Ing the neceſſity of ſecuring individuals againſt the ſhafts of private, 


calummy; whilſt the real object lay concealed—the ſuppreſſing of 
thoſe free animadverſions upon public men and public conduct 
"#hich is tlie only cfleck we now have upon our rulers, and whi h 
köfttols in fome degree the actions of the moſt depraved of man- 
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„; and which is the only prop we have left to ſuſtain the totter- 
ing fabric of the rights of the People. x 

Sir, this meaſure comes from the King's Attorney General —a 
quarter from whenee any meaſure which proceeds, more eſpecially 
one touching the Liberty of the Preſs, ſhould by Engliſhmen be be- 
held with an eye of jealous ſuſpicion—a rock, ſays Lord Bacon, 
ſpeaking of that ſituation (and he, I take it, was no ill judge of 
theſe matters), upon which every virtue of humanity has ſo fre- 
quently ſplit. It is, therefore, the offspring of a very doubtful pa- 


rent, uſhered - into the world under moſt unfavourable auſpices, and 


introduced at a time rendering it particularly an object of well- 
founded ſuſpicion ; for, if ever there was a time in which it might 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed Government would be defirous of keeping 
its condu& from public inveſtigation, the preſent moment is. that 
very time. I do, therefore, Sir, regard this bill, on every account, 
on account of its general principle, on account of the ſource from 
whence its ſprings, on account of the circumſtances under which it 
is brought forward, as Cemanding our moſt⸗ earneſt and 
anxious attention. 


Sir, the law is already armed i more chan power | ſufficient 


for punithing the errors and reſtraining the exeeſſes of the preſs; but 


a Government aiming at tyranny will never think the preſs enough 
under control, until it is able to commit every outrage without the 
fear of reproach. To commit injuſtice without hearing of it, is 
the grand deſideratum and key-ſtone of tyranny ; and thus every 
Government aiming at that obje&, never fails to complain bitterly 
of the licentiouſneſs of the preſs, and of the difficulty of coming at 
thoſe perſons, the proprietors of public prints, who, if not venal, 
are marked out as its victims. 

Sir, a good Government, a free Government, bog nothing to 
apprehend, and every thing to hope, from the Liberty of the Preſs: 
it reflects a luſtre upon all its actions, and foſters every virtue. 
But deſpotiſm courts ſhade and obſcurity: it dreads the ſcrutinizing 
eye of liberty. The freedom of the preſs, which preſs into its ſe- 
cret receſſes, diſcovering it in its lurking-holes, and drags it forth to 
pubhe deteſtation. 8555 if a tyrannically diſpoſed Prince, ſupported 
by an unprincipled, profligare Miniſter, backed by a notorious.cor- 
rupt Parliament, was to caſt about for means to ſecure ſuch a, triple 
tyranny, I know of no means he could deviſe ſo effectual for that 
purpoſe as the bill now upon your table. | 

Sir, that great man, with whom the Miniſter ſecms to be con- 
&mned to form a Rrikipg and everlaſting contraſt— his father 
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Great let me call him, for his memory 1 ſhall ever revere—for 
he was a true friend to the Liberties of his Country—Sir, he has 
left his opinion upon this ſubje&; for the good of his country, upon 
record. When preſſed, by the fycophants of power of his time, 
to allow a meaſure of this nature to be bro ghr into Parliament 
+ under his Adminiſtration when urged to it on the ſcore of ſup- 
preſſing the calumnies which, he was fold, iſſued from the preſs 
àgainſt his own reputation, No !!” (aid he, with a dignity of ſoul 
that characterized the man; the preſs, like the air, is a chartered 
Hibertine:”” But, Sir, it ſeems the puny ehaſtity of the ſon's charac- 
ter will not admit of any libertine exceſs. His notions of Fans 
Soc are different from thoſe of his great progenitor. 
Sir, the preſerit Miniſters are in the habit of ſcaring us 180 8 


[Commons. 


of their meaſures, by holding out to us the dread of Revolu- 


| ton, whilſt thernſelves are the greateſt” Revolutioniſts, the only 
enemy from whom we have any thing to apprehend, from whom 
we hade ſuffered much, and have ſtill more to dread. Sir, they 
Have'nearly completed a great Revolution, not in favour of, but 
vpairift liberty. Need I remind you, Sir, of the unconſtitutional 
meaſures (for this is only one of many) they are daily introducing 
into this Houſe nerd I mention the wicked practices which pre- 


vail, which have ariſen, and been matured, under this Adminiſtra- 


tion—contrary to the old laws, cuſtoms and uſages of this once free 
Aid happy Country ? —Sir, there is one enormity which has ſo fre- 
Yiently'excited® my diſguſt and indignation, that I cannot forbear 
mentioning it upon this, and indeed I ſhall be careful to mention 
It upon every vecafion. It is the infamous practice, by which the 
whole law of impriſonment ĩs altered, of ſending men to thoſe baſ- 
tiles which diſgrace the face of the country — thoſe private priſons 
where, under the pretence of regulations, puniſhments are inflicted 
upon men, as illegal as they are cruel and unjuſt. And what are 
theſe regulations, as, they are called? To keep men in diſmal, 
Hea#t-fickening ſolitude—to feed them upon bread and water, and 
that ſcantily too to doom them to hard labour, an indefinite term, 
cxacted by e at the will, perhaps at the brutal gaprice of a 
mereileſs joilor! If this is not tyranny, I ſhould be glad to fee 
bny man ſtand up in this Houſe, and define what tyranny is. 
Why, Sir, it is natural for ſuch a Government to complain of the 
licentiouſneſs of the preſs. Sir, this is part of that Revolution 
which has been brought about, and which the prefent bill goes to 
Tecate=the ſeeds of which were ſown as early as the acceſſion of 
the-prefent King to the Throne — the effects of which the great 
Lord Chartiare wiſely fore ſaw, and boldly fore warned his _ 
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it will end, as that great Stateſman foretold, in the ſubverſion of 
our old free Conſtitution, and in the eſtabliſhment of a German 
Government. When I ſay a German Government, J hope it will 
not be looked upon as a mere term of invective; for I firmly be- 
lieve there.is a plan for governing this country, not according to 
its old liberal maxims as eſtabliſhed at the Revolution, but accord- 3-0 
ing to a new ſyſtem, or rather a renovated ſyſtem, repugnant to = 
every. principle of liberty and of juſtice. Sir, the Miniſter proceeds e 
warily, and with caution, in the execution of his plan. He never 
attempts to add another link to the chain, until the preceding one 
is riveted firmly upon us. It behoves us to uſe no leſs circum- 
ſpection to counteract his deſign. Above all, it behoves us to keep 
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But, Sir, unhappil 75 Miniſterial artifice and corruption blinded the 1 bf | 

nation then, as it does now; and there is too much reaſon to fear Ws 21208 
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the preſs, free—to watch it with all the anxiety which a lover be- jth 

flows upon his miſtreſs—to be fearful leſt the breath of Heaven oy 
ſhould viſit her face too rudely—to be a little blind to her faults, | 10 
and exceedingly kind to her virtues— but, at all events, not to Li 


ſuffer the lighteſt attack upon her perſon. 
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Sir, this bill appears to me the more dangerous, becauſe it does 7 $0 
not, at firſt ſight, and upon a, ſuperficial view of it, preſent theſe 1 ql 
traits of harſhneſs and ſeverity which create diſguſt and alarm. A . 
direct, open, violent attack upon the liberty of the preſs, even in the 1 
dual ſervile condition of the public mind, might poſſibly rouſe 7 13 i 
ſome" degree of energy and ſpirit to oppoſe it : but this meaſure ſaps 14 0 


and undermines ; and, from not wearing the garb of violence, like 
the ſilent lapſe of time, is ſo much the more certain in its effect. 
But I do, hope and truſt my countrymen ſtill retain enough of that 
old plain Engliſh common ſenſe, not to receive as food that * 
will inevitably. be converted into poiſon. 

Sir, ſeeing in this meaſure the moſt extenſive miſchief, and. no 
adequate good poſſible to reſult from it relying upon the good 
ſenſe, ſpirit and well- founded jealouſy of our forefathers upon this 
ſubject, expreſſed in all their actions, and in the words of many of 
the wiſeſt and greateſt amongſt them, I ſhall be content to guide 
my conduct upon this occaſion by their judgement, and conſequently 
ſhall give my vote againſt a bill touching the liberty of the preſs, 
and deriving, its origin from the Attorney General to the Crown. 

Right honanrable, D. RYDER. was not at all ſurprized that a 
gentleman who, conſidered every meaſure of Government taken, he 
ould. ſay, fon the preſervation of liberty, as hoſtile to freedom, to 
oppoſe this bill; but he hoped the Houſe. would not be ſo far miſſed 

25 to forget what this bill was. It was not, in his opinion, poſſible 
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dT man >whbo looked at this bill coolly, to Hinte it bad any ten- 


AA 
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deney againſt the Liberty of the Preſs. He would alk, Was there 
any thing in the bill that had the ſmalleſt, tendency to making that 
criminal which was not by the law of the land criminal already: 
Did it, in any reſpect, vary the conduct which a Court and Jury 
ere! to purſue ? - Did it vary the manner in which, libels were to 
be tried? As to the tyranny of Adminiſtration agaiaſt the Liberty 
f the Prefs, he conceived, that if ever there was an Adminiſtration 
chat deſerved a contrary deſcription, the preſent was that Adminiſ- 
tration. Was it forgotten how they ſupported the bill of an ho- 
mourable gentleman (Mr. Fox), whom he did not ſee in his place, 
for enlarging the power of juries? This bill was only to prevent 
che cvaſions of the proprictors of newſpapers from being anſwerable 
for what appeared in their papers. They were always anſwerable 
tby law; and this was only to | compel them to come; forward, and 
abide the event of a fair trial in a Court of 1 uſtice. This was not 
only the law of England, but was alſo the law of all countrics, 
-under all Governments, ever ſince the preſs was invented. This 
Dill ſaid nothing whether a man ſhould be deemed guilty, or net ; 
it only provided that he ſhould come forward and ſtand trial. 
Mr. SHERIDAN had heard nothing i in favour of this bill that 
in the leaſt tended to change his opinion, which was, that it was bad 
in principle. The right honourable gentleman ſaid, there was 
| nothing i in this bill made criminal that was not ſo before: if ſo, he 
-ſhould be glad to know what was the uſe of the bill? Govern- 
ment pretended that they could not find reſponſible men about neuſ- 
papers; but that was a mere pretence. They ſaid they could not 
find the editor of the Courier; but that was not true there always 
was a: reſponſible perſon concerned in that paper, and his name and 
addreſs muſt be at the Stamp- office. The bill, as originally 
brought in, made every perſon who had a ſhare in a newſpaper 
- equally liable to proſecution with its conductor; but this monſtrous 
abſurdity had truck every body, and it was Arp 5 if it had not, 
-ſhares that had been bought for two hundred pounds would not 
* have. ſold for two-pence. He had oppoſed that part of the bill 
and it was altered. The firſt object of the bill, he believed, was 
Aſuch certainly would have been the effect of it), to throw, all the 
2newſptipers/ of this country. into the hands, of oyernment.. Such, 
otic was afraid, ayould ſtill be the effect of it. Perſiſting in this man- 
non, only proved there was a ſyſtematic: deſign, to, put? an end to the 
Lipertycaf the Preſs altugether. The viſible. pudliſher of a neyſ⸗ 
Paper had always been conſidered as the per ſon ho. was an 10 5 
able in a Court 0 Juſtice ; hut now a, differcnt Plan was adopted. 
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He objected to that. There were many perſons who contributed 7b} 
to the publication of very excellent works, that were extremely 1 
uſeful to the Public, and yet who had good reaſons for concealing 4 ö 
their names; and what was the harm of that concealment? 1 


1744 Kent 


— 
* = A . 3 : : - 
a me cf * — * 4 4 _ * g 85 

FPV — 

4 — * 0 

Re » . N — * — J 

2 ĩðV > coef 
* 


2 
1 
r 


There would always be a publiſher eaſily brought forward to anſwer | 
all the purpoſes of ſecurity for what was publiſhed. He then pro- 1 
ceeded to ſhew that this bill tended to do away the ſpirit of Mr. 1 
Fox's bill; and alſo that parts of this bill were inconſiſtent with 5 % 
each other; and, laſtly, he objected to it, becauſe it reverſed the 
order of judicial proceedings, by caſting the onus on the Fa ac- 
cuſed, inſtead of the accuſing party. 

He wifhed to know whether the editor of a newſpaper, if he 
could prove that the objectionable paragraph had been taken from {10 
a French paper, ſhould be liable to the penalties enacted by 3 144 
the bill. 10 8 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL replied, that if the paragraph "72,1608 
contained a libel of that atrocious nature which went to bring into 1 Lp 1 
contempt His Majeſty's perſon and Government, the editor of the "A 0 oY. 
newſpaper publiſhing ſuch libel ſhould, no doubt, be liable to the 1 
penalties in the bill, whether he proved that he took it from a 0 
F pgs newſpaper or not. | | FE 

r. WIGLEY contended, that the principle introduced in the 1 4 Wo 
is bill was far different from that of the act that already Hg I} 1 
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Mr. WILBERFORCE expreſſed the ſtrongeſt diſapprobation | 75 1 
of the manner in which the preſent bill was oppoſed, and of the lan- 1 
guage and tone in which that oppoſition had been expreſſed. He 
felt particularly ſnoeked at the language uſed by an honourable Ba- 


| ronet (Sir Francis Burdett) : and he felt the more fore at its intem- 
| perance, as, from the very liberal principles uſually maintained by . 


that honourable Baronet, he was likely to expreſs the ſentiments of 
a large claſs of the community. After the extreme ſolicitude which 
the honourable Baronet betrayed concerning the nature of the bill, 
he could not but be ſurpriſed at his capricious and irregular attend- 
ance when the bill was diſcuſſed in its other ſtages, where the ho- 
nourable Baronet might have more properly offered his objections, 
and where they might be more cafily removed. Theſe objections, 
therefore, and the glowing language with which they were enforced, 
muſt be intended to have their influence and operation elſewhere 
"WW than in this Houſe. It was with diſtreſs and anguiſh of mind he 
was compelled to make theſe obſervations ; but he was ſtill more 
Ciſtrefſed at the language he had heard, the ni — of 
wich had organs called mom K 129kq 
er! VIE eie s Un i ho 57 FE 
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Mr. ROBERT THORNTON ſaid, that no tealoriable pre- 


[CoMmons, 


| 5 ſhould be omitted to cur the licentiouſneſs of the preſs. We 


had witneſſed the horrors of the Revolution in France, and and we 
had now to deplore fimilar horrors from the Rebellion that rages in 
Ireland. But what has been their principal ſource? Was it not 
a ſcandalous and abominable abuſe of the Liberty of the Preſs ? He 
ſeldom roſe to trouble the Houſe ; and it he now ſpoke with 


_ warmth, it was becauſe he was deeply concerned at the language 


that had fallen from certain gentlemen this night, particularly - an 
an honourable Baronet. He hoped, however, that they meant 
but if they did, their ſentiments differed very widely indeed 


from his. He was ſorry they did not attend to the ferious com- 


plexion of the times, which were alarming indeed, and ſufficient to 


make even the „nes to ſpeak ! 


The queſtion was then put, That the bill be read a third time, 


and agreed to without a diviſion. 


Mr. SHERIDAN propoſed to amend the bill, by. leaving out 
the two clauſes which puniſhed, as libellous, any extracts that were 
pretended to be made, or were really made, from French newſpa- 
pers, if they had a tendency to bring into contempt the perſon and 
government of His Majeſty. This amendment he propoſed, be- 
cauſe the clauſes appeared to him to be uſcleſs. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that he had maturely 
conſidered every clauſe of the bill, and could not bring himſclf to 
think that any of them were uſeleſs. 

. Mr. Serjeant Adair, Mr. Solicitor General, and Mr. Sylveſter 
Douglas, oppoſed the amendment. 

Mr. Jekyll and Mr. Tierney ſupported. it. 

Mr. TIERNE particularly adverted to the hardſhips to which 
the proprietors of country newſpapers would be expoſed by the pre- 
ſent bill : they were well known to copy their foreign intelligence 
from the London newſpapers ; nor was it in their power to pro- 
duce the original journals from which that tel igence might be 
extracted. 

Mr. SHERIDAN perſevered in obſerving, that if the Attorney 
General would but take thoſe clauſes into more mature conſideration, 
his candour would no doubt incline him to relinquiſh them. He 


_ would, therefore, move that the debate on this queſtion be non 


- aqjourned. » * 

Tahhis motion was oppoſed by the Attorney "= Am) * Mr 
4 | Ryder ; 3 and the queſtion. being put upon it, the Houſe divided: 
Ayes, 9; ; Noes, 44. Majority, 35. 


The bill was then paſſed, and ordered to'be ſent to the Lords 
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While ſtrangers. were excluded, Mr. BAKER intimated his i in- 
tention to move, that the ſtanding order, excluding ſtrangers ſrom 
the gallery, ſhould be enforeed to-morrow, when Mr. Sheridan's 
motion reſpecting Ireland comes on. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
5 Thurſday, Fune 14. 


The ſeveral bills before the Houſe were forwarded in their re- 

ſpective ſtages. 

Among theſe, were the commitment of the Miſdeme nor Cofts 

Bill : and Lord Walfingham having taken the chair, . 

The LORD CHANCELLOR called the attention of their 
Lordſhips to the proviſions of the bill, particularly to that which re- 
-W firited.the payment of coſts to caſes decided at the county aſſizes 
WH this reſtriction he thought highly improper : the proviſions of the 
"y ſhould extend to proſecutions decided upon at Quarter Seſſions, 
R | He pointed out to the Committee the many inconveniences 

7 would ariſe to the Public, by the meaſure of confining the 
;W j2yment of coſts to caſes decided at the aſſizes; and concluded by 
o Wl jropoſing an amendment which obviated this objection, and which, 

as we could collect, was preciſely to leave out that part of the firſt 
cr Wl paragraph, beginning with the words, His Majeſty's,” and end- 

ing with © Gaol delivery,” and inſerting in the room thereof © The 

Court.” His Lordſhip alſo added, that the bill involved ſome 
ch points which required a very mature deliberation. In this view. 
he thought it would be better to poſtpone the bill for the preſent ſeſ- 
fon; and intimated his intention on a future ſtage of the bill, to 
move to defer its conſideration for- ſix yeeks. In cafe the Houſe 
ſhould agree with him in that point, he thought it would be adviſe- 
able to circulate copies of the bill through the ſeveral counties, in 
order that the opinions of thoſe moſt converſant on the ſubject "_ | 
be taken. 

His Lordſhip then moved his amendment as above ſtated, and 
on the queſtion being put, 

The Earl of CAERNARVON obſerved, that he agreed in 
What had fallen from the noble and learned Lord. One proviſion 
n the bill he was particularly hoſtile to, that which ordered the pay- 
ment of the coſts to be made by the treaſurer of the 9 99 "This 
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| PARLIAMENTARY (Commons. 
regulation be "hat ü- Firſt, becauſe : 28 the Public would be 
deneßted by it, the expence ſhould be defrayed by the public trea. 
ſury; ; and Secondly, becauſe, by paying them out of the count 
-rates, the burden would fall excluſively upon the landholders. Tt 
was his intention to have propoſed an amendment to this effect; 
but as the learned Lord propoſed to move to defer the confi dean 
of the whole meaſure to a future ſeſſion, ſuch a e on his 
F how was rendered unneceſſary. 
The amendment propoſed by the Land Chaneetlor was then 
Fer to by the Committee, and the Houſe reſuming, the * 
Was 0 to be received to- morrow. 


* 1 — > — — —— — — —— 


Accus OF COMMONS. 


X Thurſday, June 1 4. 


Mr. BAKER, with an intention to exclude ſtrangers from the 
? Houſe during the debate which was about to take place on the pre- 
© ſent fate of Ireland, moved that the ſanding orders of the Houſe 
be read; which being done, ſtrangers were ordered to withdraw. 
bib Mr. ABBO T agreed perfeAly with the honourable gentleman in 
the propriety of carrying into execution the ſtanding order of the 
© Houſe with reſpect to the excluſion of ſtrangers at this important 
ceriſis, when a ſubject of ſo very delicate a nature was about to be 
diſcuſſed. But he truſted at the ſame time that the order would be 
thoroughly carried into effect; and he therefore hoped it would be 
ig conſideted that if any perſon ſhould preſume to publiſh an account 


of hat might paſs, or what might be ſuppoſed to have pafſed, on 


the ſudject of diſcuſſion this day, he ſhould be proceeded againſt as 
' "guilty pf a high miſdemeanor and a groſs breach of the privileges 
of the Houſe, and be puniſhed accordingly. The gallery was then 
ol i cleared. Hug 10 

Mr. SHERIDAN, in a moſt eloquent ſpeech, featured to the 
5h " Houſe the lamentable tate of the ſiſter kingdom. He contluded 
with moving for a Committee of Inquiry, to examine into the 

| — '- cauſes of the. preſent Rebellion in Irelan. 

This motion of Mr. Sheridan was ftrongly ated * Lord 
A George-Cayendiſh, 'F Mr. W. Smith, Generals Tarleton and Fiti- 
patrick, Mr. Martin, © Sir W. Milner; Dr. Ane es, Mr, 
NO and Mr. Tierney. 205 


115 


22410 


1 purpo 


mit 01 
calls | 


that K 
ner it 
guine 
deſert 
duced 


waſte 


other 
cable 


Vaſſibi 


eulati 
ceſſio 
of a 
but p 
cc 
nor, q 
tion, 


produ 
ſidere 
with 
feſſio1 
fincer 


.. and 1 
Brita 


2 


out A 


— 


. f 3 


1 


JUNE. 14], 8 DEBATES. 397 


It was nw by Mr. Secretary 8 Lord Hawketbory 
Mr. Canning g, Mr. Windtim, and Mr. Elliſon. 5 

The Houſe divided on Mr. Sheridan's motion for a Committee 
Inquiry—Ayes, 43.3 Noes, 159. | 10% brig - wal 

Mr. Sheridan then moved the following addrefs to His, Ma- 
jeſty, for the purpoſe of having it recorded on the en of the 
Houſe: 


« That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, to fub- 
mit our opinion to His Majeſty, that the deplorable ſtate of Ireland 
calls for an immediate and total change of councils and meaſures in 
that kingdom: that if the ſyſtem of coercion, enforced in the man- 
ner it has been, ſhould ſucceed to the full extent of the moſt- fan- 
guine expectations of thoſe who have adviſed it, the conqueſt of a 
deſert is all that can be obtained by it; and -that-Irelandy--ſo re- 
duced, and fo deſolated, can no way be e but by a continued 

waſte of the wealth and ſtrength of Great Britain, for which no 
other return from that country can be rationally expected but impla- 
cable hatred, waiting for revenge that if theſe meaſures fail, the 
. ' poſſibility of which no wiſe Government would leave out of its cal- 
culation, Ireland will not merely be loft, but may become an ac- 


a cr 


eeſſion to the power of France, and England be expoſed to the: iſſue 


of a conteſt on Engliſh ground, not for acquiſition or wr 
but probably for exiſtenc® 

« We ſhould fail in the duty we have undertaken, 1 we did 
nor, at the ſame time, expreſs to your Majeſty our abſolute convic- 
tion, that no change of ſyſtem in Ireland would be effectual to its 
| purpoſe, without a removal of thoſe perſons whoſe councils have 
produced the preſent calamities, and who cannot in reafon be con- 


ſidered as capable of correcting their own errors, or of attempting it 


with fincerity ; and whoſe paſt conduct, both in practice and pro- 
feſſion, renders it impoſſible for them, even were they to act on a 


ſincere conviction of paſt error, to raiſe an expectation in Ireland of 


ſuch a Government, on temperate principles, as might diſpoſe the 
People to ſubmit to the regular and indiſpenſable reſtraints: of juſtice 
adminiſtered according to law, or even to accept of conceiligns, with- 
out diſtruſt, or of benefits with gratitude, 

« Nothing, in our opinion, but a total change of men, as 
well as meaſures, can prevent the otherwiſe certain alignation, 
and more than poſſible ſeparation, of nay: ee from, Great 


1 


Britain.“ u 210 


The queſtien being put on the, dalle, it ir was Jegatdacd with- 
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Lip of the MINORITY on Mr. Sheridan's motion on the Slate of 
Ireland, June 14. 


G. Barclay Sir W. Milner 

Sir F. Burdett | J. Martin 

Hon. E. Bouverie (Northampton) J. Nicholls 

R. Biddulph Sir W. Pulteney 

W. Baldwin G. Porter 

J. F. Barham H. Peirſe 

Sir F. Baring Hon. G. Rawdon 

H. C. Combe Lord J. Ruſſell 

Lord G. Cavendiſh | Lord W. Ruſſell 

W. Colhoun 39 J. Richardſon 

T. W. Coke Hon. St. A. St. John 

W. J. Deniſon G. Shum 

Hon. Lionel Damer R. B. Sheridan 

Sir M. B. Folkes | W. Smith 

W. Huſſey C. Sturt 

J. Hare Lord R. Spencer 

Sir C. Hawkins General Tarleton 

J C. Fervoiſe Hon. J. Tufton 

N. Jefferys | M. A. Taylor 
en | | C. C. Weſtern 
133 Knight | Non. G. Walpole 

Dr. Laurence 

4 General Fitzpatrick 


j Tellers. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


ds 594, 2 Friday, June 1 5. 


"Viſcount SYDNEY moved the ſtanding order to be read for 
the exelufion of all ſtrangers ; and then. obſerved, as there would 
be no perſon but Peers prefent, ſhould there be publiſhed any pre- 
"tended report of what paſfed in that Houſe, he hoped their Lord- 
ſhips would confider it as an high breach of privilege, and proceed 
to puniſh it accordingly. © © 

The Duke of LEINSTER then made his motion relative to 
the late Occurrences in N. This motion. was to the follow- 
ing om: | 
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« To preſent an humble addreſs to His Majeſty, to aſſure His 
Majeſty, that this Houſe will at all times be ready to maintain, by 
all juſt means in their power, the honour, independence, and unity 
of the Britiſh empire; that conſidering His Majeſty's kingdom of 
Ireland as an integral part of that empire, and the conneQtion/of 
that kingdom with Great Britain as effential to the general ſafety 
and local proſperity of both, we are moſt unfeignedly afflicted at he- 
holding the diforders now exiſting in ſeveral parts, and the diſcon- 
tents univerſally prevailing throughout the whole of the ſiſter king- 
dom ; 
when we reflect, that though every Member of this -Heuſe, in his 
individual capacity, is but too well acquainted-with -the alarming 
condition of that country, yet His Majeſty's Miniſters have not 
thought proper to adviſe His Majeſty hitherto to make'any commu- 


nication on the ſubject to this Houſe, the great hereditary Counſel of 
| 8 N 


That, in this ſtate of extraordinary and unprecedented igno- 


rance, this Houſe finds it neceſſary to reſort to its indiſputable right 
of approaching His Majeſty's Throne, with an humble. but earneſt 
prayer, that His Majeſty will deign to direct the proper officer to 
lay before the Houſe a full and ample ſtatement of the facts and 
circumſtances which have led to this diſaſtrous ſtate of affairs, and 
of the meaſures which have hitherto beer: purſued for the purpoſe of 
averting ſuch momentous evils. 

That this Houſe, as ſoon as it ſhall have obtained ſuch neceſ- 
ſary information, will, without delay, as it is in duty bound, as well 
as by inclination willing, employ every exertion of aſſiduity, and all 
reſources of its beſt Ace towards the diſcovery of the true cauſes 
of theſe diſorders, their nature and extent, by a diligent examination 
into, and a prudent and deliberate confideration of, the meaſures 
adopted by the Government, as well as of the ſituation of the 
Country to which ſuch meaſures were applied, ſo far as this Houſe 


may proceed conſiſtently with the acknowledged relation betweenthe h 


two kingdoms. 

That, however great and alarming the diſorders and Aiſa 
tents now prevailing in our ſiſter kingdom notoriouſly are, however 
imminent the dangets which at this awful period threaten Its future 


happineſs, we will not deſpair, but that the reſult of ſuch inquiry and 


diſcuſſion will enable us to aſſiſt His Majeſty, according to our con- 
ſtitutional duty, with ſome well- adapted remedy of ſuch efficacious. 


but healing counſel as may tend to reſtore in that diſtracted part of 
the Britiſh empire, confidence in the juſtice of the laws, by a due 


and impartial adminiſtration of them ; obedience to the authority of 


that we feel that affliction increaſed in a very great degree 
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His Majeſty's ; Government, by a temperate uſe of its ——; ; fa- 
_ tixfaQtion, happineſs, and union amongſt all the'deſcriptions of ſub. 
jects in that kingdom in which benevolent attempts we are wel] 
 affured that this Houſe will only ſecond the paternal wiſhes of our 
gracious Sovereign. | 


Tonne. 


A long and animated debate followed, in which the motion was 


ſupported by 
Dake of Leinſter, 


Earl Fitzwilliam, 


Norfolk, Earl of Besſborough, 
Devonſhire, Moira, 
— Bedford, Suffolk, and 
—V— Leeds, Lord Holland; 
And oppoſed by 
Marquis Townſhend, The Lord Chancellor, 
Earl Spencer, and 
Earl of Carliſle, Lord Grenville. 


At the end of the debate the following amendment was moved 
by the Duke of Norfolk, which, after ſome debate, was n. 
rated with the main queſtion: 


d And we farther feel it our duty to ſtate to His Majeſty, that 
underſtanding the ſyſtem of coercion has been enforced with a 
rigour that, if related in detail, would too ſeverely wound his pa- 
ternal feelings ; that confeſſions have been extorted by torture and 
ſcourges, a practice held in abhorrence in every other State of Eu- 
rope ; to implore His Majeſty that he will be graciouſly pleaſed, as 
the moſt probable means to put a ſtop, to the calamities that pervade 
a part of that unhappy country, to direct an immediate change of 
ſyſtem, as far as depends on the Executive Government, and to re- 

move from their ſtations thoſe perſons under whoſe authority 
theſe atrocities have been perpetrated, and towards whom the af 
flicted people of Ireland can feel no ſentiments but thoſe of hatred 
and revenge.” | | 


When the Houſe divided, 


Contents, - - - 13 Non-Contents, - - 5! 
Proxies, - - - - 1 Proxies. 19 
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1 In of he MINORHIY on PY Dute of Liinfter's motion ; 
' Duke of, Leinſter. : | Earl of. Moira 
Duke of Norfolk | Earl of Dorcheſter 
Duke of Bedford, Viſcount Maynard 9 "Pf 


Duke of Devonſhire, Lord Walpole 

Duke of Leeds Lord Conyers (Marquis of 
Earl Fitzwilliam .- Caermarthen) 

Earl of Scarborough Lord Yarborough 

Earl of Suffolk Lord Holland 

Earl of Besſborough Lord Lovell and Holland (Earl 
Earl of Shafteſbury of Egmont). 


PROTEST on the motion for a Committee to inquire into the flate of 
. Ireland being Ne 


. 


DISSENTIENT, 


« 1}, Becauſe it was the duty of the King's Miniſters to ham, 
adviſed His Majeſty to make an early, regular, and conftant com- 
munication of the diſaſtrous events which have happened in Ireland, 
and of the deplorable ſtate of that kingdom to both Houſes of Pan. 
lament, and more eſpecially to this Houſe, who are the great here- 
ditary Council of the Crown, and who never have been, nor can 


be, conſulted on a queſtion of greater importance to the ſafety of 


the Britiſh empire, than that which was the ſubject of this day's 
debate. 

« adly, Becauſe Miniſters have ſtudiouſly withheld FEY the 
knowledge of this Houſe a fact of ſuch tranſcendant magnitude and 
importance as the exiſtence of a Rebellion raging in Ireland, and 


having employed a great portion of the ſupplies granted, and of the © 


army voted by Parliament, for the ſervice of Great Britain, with 

the advice, conſent, or knowledge of Parliament, for the ſuppreſſion 
of ſuch Rebellion, are guilty of a high aggravation of thoſe unwar- 
rantable acts, and criminal omiſſions, by refuſing to yield-tq)a mo- 
tion ſo temperate, ſo prudent, and ſo neceſſary, as that whifh has 
been ſubmitted to this Houſe ; whereby this Houſe is, in effect, de- 
pri vedof all means of performing their duty to the King and to the 
Country, or of acting at all in their conſtitutional capacity as Council 
to the Crown, in a caſe of the moſt urgent neceſſity and imminent 


danger to His Majeſty's perſon and government, and to the ſafety of 
the whole empire. 5 
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402 PARLIAMENTARY [Commoxy, JUNE 
(„ Zaly, That, conſidering the nature and all the eircumſtances ſeramb 


of the caſe, we hold that a refuſal, on the part of Miniſters, to con- Eaſtert 
ſent to an inquiry into theſe tranſactions, i is equivalent to an acknow- tify 140 
ledgement of conſcioufneſs in them that the calamities of Ireland that the 
originate in their own pernicious Councils, and will not bear inveſti. be veſts 
gation 3 and that ſuch refuſal may be attended with the moſt fatal Sir 
conſequences—to all which we hold them to be reſponſible ty His Callent 
Majeſty, to Parliament, and to the Nation.“ ſpoke c 

Be dfo 7 d, | I bs 

Dewvznſhire — for the firſt reaſon), 

Derchefter, mga 


Rawdm (Earl of Moira), 
Wentworth Fitzwillium, 3B 


. Holland, 
Ponſonby (Earl of Besſborough,), 
Leinſter, ; | 
Suffolk. and Berkſhire, 3 2 
Sbaſteſſum , A = a9, 
. Narfalk, E. V. 1 Wage 5 
Scarbrough. | Viſe 
to with 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, Fune 15. 
The report of the bill for transferring the management of the 
falt duties to the Commiſſioners of the Exciſe was id up and - Me 
read, with ſeveral amendments. Ulis Ma 


Mr. ROSE ſaid, that many difficulties had preſented themſelves 
Vith reſpect to the exportation of rock ſalt to Scotland. He ſhould Bil 1 
therefore move, as a meaſure merely temporary, that the importation . His. 
of this article may be allowed in four diſtricts in Scotland, where | e office 
| eight ſalt-works may be erected, at the diſcretion of the Commil- ments of 
\..Goners of the Treaſury. valuntar 
Sir M. W. RIDLEY claimed 15 ſame drivileas 750 the ll «nd Hi 
Northern Counties, and Colonel STANLEY for thoſe of Cheſhire unhappil 


and Lancaſhire, on the ground that the Scots, by virtue of the lov His . 
12 . duties, would. be enabled to underſell tne manufaCturers in thoſ ſeaſonab] 
| * | counties. 8 CPerume 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that asa POTTY had been pro- His Ma 
* Uiced by this bill, he was determined to have his ſhare in the H * Leing 
— 'Z 2 a 


o- 
he 


DEBATES. - 


joxz 18. ] 


493 


ſcramble. - He had learned that many of the manufacturers in the 
Faſtern parts of Scotland had ſuch an intereſt-in, this. bill as to juſ- 
tify (#cirelaim of being heard by counſel : at all events, he thought 
that the powers to be given by the elauſe propoſed were too great to 
be veſted in the Commiſſioners of the Tręaſury. 

Sir A. Ferguſon, Mr. I. H. Brown, Mr., Wilberforce, Colonel 
Cailender, Mr. Wigley, Sir W. Pultency, and ſeveral SO 
ſpoke on this clauſe. 

The Houſe divided e on the clauſe. 


HOUSE. OF. LORDS. 
Monday, June 18. 
Lord GRENVILLE preſented to the Houſe a meſſage from 


His Majeſty, (for a copy of which, ſee the Proceedings of the Com- 


mons z) but previous to its being read from the woolſack, 
Viſcount SYDNEY moved that all ſtrangers ſhould be ordered 


to u thdraw. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Monday, June 18. 


Mr. Seeretary DUNDAS delivered the following meſſage from 
tis Majeſty : 


GEORGE R. 


His Majeſly thinks proper to acquaint the Houſe of . that 
the efficers, non: commiſſioned officers, and privates, of different regi- 
ments of the Militia of this kingdom, have made to His Majeſty a 
voluntary tender of their ſervices, to be empliyed in aid of the Regular 


and Militia forces in Ireland, for the ſuppreſſion of the Rebellion 112108 


unhappily exiſting in that country. 
His Majeſiy has received with the utmoſt ſenſibility this Ar iking and 


ſegſonable proof of ardent zeal and attachment towards hes perſon”. and 
&rernment,” and of an affectionate concern for the intereſts and ſafety of 


His Majefty' s faithful and loyal ſubjects in Ireland, and conceiving that 
bis Leing enabled ta avail himſelf of this new and af inguifed 7425 


332 
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| Exchequer bills Bill; 
tion in point of form, ** That this bill be read paragraph by para- 


4 PARLIAMENTART [Loxps, 


of public ſpirit, may eventually be of the utmsft importance for the 
protection of the liues and properties of his Iriſh ſubjects, for the ſpeedy 
and effeftual ſuppreſian of the Rebellion, for the defence of Great 


Britain itſelf, and for the general intereſts and ſecurity of the empire; 


he recommends it tg his faithful Commons to confider of ſuch proviſian as 
may be neceſſary for empawering His Majeſty, for a time, and ts an ex- 


tent to'be limited, to accept the ſervices of juch parts of his Militia forces 


in this kingdim as may v:luntarily offer them ſelves to be employed in re- 
land at this important: Cora 


th KR. 
Lord GEORGE CAVENDISH gave notice, that he ſhould 
on Friday next bring forward a motion relative to Ireland. 


Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he was glad to hear the noble Lord give 
this notice, and he hoped the debate would not be kept from the 
Public. The enforcing the order for the excluſion of firangers, 
Was an extremely alarming meaſure, and he hoped would never be 
perſiſted in again. The manner in which thelaſt debate upon that 
ſubject had been conducted, proved that every word of it might have 


been ſafely publiſhed; indeed, it was impoſſible to argue with any 


ſucceſs, that the eonſtituents ought not to know what their repreſen- 
tatives ſaid in Parliament. He wifhed to kriow whether the ſame 
ſtanding order was to be enforced again? If it was, great inconve- 
nience to the public buſineſs might be the reſult of that method of 
proceeding ; for every Member of the Houſe had the power of in- 
ſiſting, not only uron that particular, but alſo upon every other 
ſtanding order, which were ſo numerous, fo various, and fo preciſe, 
that if they were enforced the Houſe would never be able to proceed 
throvgh, the public bufineſs : all theſe, however, had been laid aſide 
for the facility of public buſineſs ; but it was in the power of any 
Member to adopt them if he thought fir. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee upon one of the 
and the Chairman, having put the uſual queſ- 


L. 


graph,” 


read paragraph by. paragraph ;” whereas, in point of fact, not one of 
the paragraplis was read. Should he inſiſt on going on with the 
forms of the Houſe in ſtrictnels, he ſhould detain the Houſe five 
hours upon this very bill. 


Tho bill then paſſed the Committee, and the report Was \ ordered 


to be xcorived maren 


Nr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that this was an W of what he had 
been ſtating. The words of the motion were, * That this bill be 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tueſday, June 19. g 
Viſcount SYDNEY roſe, and moved, that the ſtrangers of every 
deſcription be ordered to withdraw. His Lordſhip alſo ſeemed to 
expreſs a wiſh, that ſuch excluſion might be made a matter of ge- 
neral remiarion, at leaſt during the preſent poſture of affairs. 
The order was forthwith ſtrictly enforced. 


_ HOUS E OF COMMONS. 


Tueſday, Fune 19. 


The order of the day was read, for taking His Majeſty's. 
meſſage into conſideration : ; and the meſſage having been read e 
the Chair, 3 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS roſe and ſaid, that the nature wi lan- 
guage of the meſſage from the Crown, in his opinion, ſufficiently ex- 
plained to the Houfe the ſubie& that was now about to engage their 
attention. He was not aware of any objeQion that could. reaſon- 


ably be urged againſt the meaſure that was recommended by the 
. meflage : he would therefore content himſelf with moving, Ir 


That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, to re- 


turn His Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe for his moſt n 
meſſage: 8 
« To aſſure His Majeſty, that, while we deeply regret cht the 


F 


machinations of wicked men ſhould have induced any of His Ma- 


jeſty's ſubjeAs to commit acts of Rebellion againſt His Majeſty's. 


Government, we at the ſame time feel the higheſt ſatisfaction that 


this occafion has afforded a freſh proof of the zeal and ardour for 


the ſervice of their country which has ever e the Militia 


forces of this kidgdom : : 
© That, conceiving it may be of the utmoſt importance, for the 
protection of His Majeſty's loyal ſubjects in Ireland, for the ſpeedy 


and effeQual ſuppreſſion of the preſent rebellion, and for the general 
defence of the Britiſh empire, that His Majeſty ſhould avail himſelf 
of the voluntary offers of ſervice which have been made by ſeveral 


regiments of militia, we will immediately enter into the conſidera- 
tion ot ſuch Fe as may be * for enabling His Majeſty, 
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406 PARLIAMENTARY | [Comons, 


for a time; andi to an extent, to be imited, to accept of the ſervices 
of ſuch Militia Tegiments'as yy Wilk to be n 00 at un im- 
* conjuncture.“ 


Mr. NICHOLLS--1 think it my dpty to oppoſe this addreſs, 
Tf it ſhould be adopted, the principle upon which the Militia force 
of this country was raiſed will be totally abandoned. In raiſing 
which might be a check upon any Miniſter who ſhould attempt to 
employ a ſtanding army againſt the liberties of the People. This 
might be an old-faſhioned jealouſy, but it is a conſlitutional one. 
The obvious tendency of the meaſure which is row propoſed, is to 
reduce the Militia exaQly to the ſituation of a ſtanding army. No 
gentlemen will in future accept commiſſions in the Militia but ſuch 
as are devoted to a military life. The ſituation of the private men, 
too, will be totally changed : for inſtead of returning to their homes 
at the end of three years, they may be ſent upon ſervices out of the 
country. In ſhort, after this meaſure ſhall have been carried into 
effect, it appears to me that there will no longer be any difference 
between the ſtanding army and the Militia. Another objection to 
this meaſure is, that it is not ſafe tor the country to adopt it. A few 
weeks ago we were told, that it was necefſary for us to be an armed 
nation, and to make every effort, in order to be prepared to repel an 
attack from the enemy. I underſtand that a great portion of the 
regular forces have already been ſent to Ireland; and if the Militia 
be taken away alſo, we ſhall have only new corps for our protection, 
which, from their want of experience, cannot be relied upon for an 
effectual defence if the threatened danger ſhould arrive. There is 
a third objeQtion to the meaſure: it is not juſt. The Militia are 
enlified under ; an engage ment that they are not to be ſent out of the 


country. Now, who is to decide in the preſent caſe? Is it the men, 


or the officers ? Does the conſent of the officers compel the pri- 
vates to. go with them? In whatever way you take it, the tranſac- 
tion is a violation of juſtice. If the majority bind the minority, it 


is not Teſs x unjuſt ; for a particular contract has been entered into, by 


which it is agreed that no individual whatever ſhall be required to go 


| out of the .country., But it will, perhaps, be ſaid, all the men 
conſent : 4 "fill, in that caſe, 1 ſay the meaſure is unjuſt, becauſe 
if. i: is : impoſlible that the conſent. can be free : it will be influenced 
1 11. 1 
motives which are in fact compulſory. It is 
pon th n s principle | that Courts of Equity relieve ' men from con- 
7 „ the nga ement 1s not held valid when it appears. to have 
; 2 11 
n made i without due : Siſcernmeat. It . me there} is a fourth 
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objection. The. meaſure is impolitic, Calling upon ſoldiers to 
conſent to go to Ireland, is making every regiment à deliberative 
aſſembly. If this be encouraged, the troops may, perhaps, carty 
their deliberations ſomething farther.. Why may they not chuſe to 
dcliberate, and ele their own officers? This is the ſecond. time 
during the preſent ſeſſion that we have ſeen ſoldiers called upon to 
dcliberate—firſt for the voluntary contributions, and now to offer to 
go to Ireland. Do not habituate the troops to theſe deliberations. 
If you do, your army may one day chuſe to become. a deliberative 
aſſembly when you would not wiſh it to be ſo. I think there is 
fill another objection. We have as yet done no act on which the 
Houſe is pledged with regard to the affairs of Ireland, and we ought 
not to come to a deciſion upon any ſubject connected with that 
country without the greateſt care and caution. If the army now 
in Ireland be not able to reſtore tranquillity, it is not the rebellion 
of a few. they have to contend with. The great maſs of the People 
muſt be in inſurrection againſt the Executive Government. How 
does it happen, then, that the Government is ſo unpopular ? I am 
afraid it will be found that the diſcontents of the People are occa- 
fioned by the miſconduct of their rulers. In 1795, the Executive 
Government of Ireland wa acceptable to the People, and the 
change which was then made, now appears to have been productive 
of the very worſt of conſequences. Lord Fitzwilliam was removed 
from the Government of Ireland, without any reaſon whatever 
being aſſigned. If his Lordſhip exceeded his inſtrudtions, why 
was he not puniſhed? But there is every reaſon to, induce us to 
think that no blame could be attached to the noble Lord, fince His 
Majeſty has lately honoured him by appointments to ſeveral , public 
offices of importance and truſt, Why, then, did Miniſters re- 
move Lord Fitzwilliam? I confeſs I can ſee no anſwer to this queſ- 
tion, but that they were determined to avoid all opportunities of 
conciliation with, Ireland, and to drive things into their preſent 
deſperate ſituation. It is very difficult to mark. the preciſe. diſtinc- 
tion between the two countries. Ireland is not in the ſame fituation 
with reſpect | to Great Britain, that Scotland was with” reſpect to 
England, after the acceſſion of James the F irſt to the throne of this 
country. At that time, i if a Scotſman ſued for his property, he was 
conſidered + ag an alien. It never was ſo with the J riſn. It is there- 
fore, as I ſaid. before, exceedingly difficult to point out the preciſe 
diſtinQion which ſubſiſts between the two countries. 5 The Legiſla- 
tuxe of, Ireland i is diſtin from that of this country, ang. this Ex- 
ecutiye Government i 1s ſeparated in the ſame manner; yet i it was 
lately admitted that the -Iriſh Government was examimble and 
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I. PARLIAMENTARY [Comors, 


| controlable by the Britin Paint Indeed, the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland being appointed by letters patent from the King 


of Great Britain, it naturally follows that he receives inſtructions 


from the Cabinet here. On the other hand, there may be caſes in 
which a Britiſh Parliament cannot interfere. In the * in. 
ſtance, we know nothing of the cauſes of the Rebellion. If the 
Ixiſh Government had acted agrerably to the wiſhes of the People, 

it is impoſſible that ſuch a fituarion as the preſent could have o- 
curred: but we ought to know fomething of the grounds of the 
diſpute before we proceed to ſanction the meaſures that are adopted 
againſt the People of Ireland by any act of this Houſe. 
planation'ought; ſurely, to be required, before we take the part of 
the Executive Government. For theſe reaſons, I ſhall oppoſe the 
motion for the addreſs —being fully convinced, that the ' meaſure 
propoſed to be carried into nN is ü Ni en. and 
impolitic. 


Mr. M. A. TAYLOR wiſhed that the right honourable gen- 


tleman oppoſite him would condeſcend to give ſome reaſon why 
the- Conſtitution of the Country was to be ſhaken to its very foun- 
dation. He wiſhed that as great a force as poſſible” might be ſent 
to Ireland, provided that it did not infringe on the Conſtitution; 
but he had always underſtood that the Militia was raiſed for the 
ſole deferice of England, and that it could not be fent-out of Eng- 


land. He might be told, that this was done by the voluntary con- 
Ee knew ſo much of the great body 
of the people of this country, that he was fure there was no riſk 
which they would not run to preferve the King upon his Throne; 
| but he was ſure they would not conſent to every meaſure which Go- 


| ſent of che men themſelves. 


verument might chuſe to adopt. Many perſons in the Militia 


might offer their ſervices on this occaſion; but if Government ac- 
cepted the offers of one Militia regiment, it was compulſory on all 
the reft; for the fear of an imputation of cowardice was alone ſuffi- 
cient to 5 them to offer their ſervices. For his own part, if 
he was a Militia officer, he would not go out of the kingdom: 119 
on the contrary, ſhould conſider it an act of greater bravery” to re- 
main where he was, and where the Conſtitution had placed him. 
Gentlemen ſhould alſo recolle& the difficulty there muſt be in ſind- 
ing fubſtitutes for thoſe men that were to be ſent Aa by this breach 
1 When the 
privates in the Militia were lately called on to entel into the army; 
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army. The. Rebellion was already raging in Ireland for above 
three; weeks; ; and. one would have thought that Miniſters would, _ 

before. the preſent time, have aſked the advice of Parliament on the 
ſubject; but, inſtead of that, the firſt communication they made, 
was that of calling for the moſt unreaſonable and unconſtitutional 
meaſure that ever was adopted. If troops were wanted in Ireland, 

were there not other forces that might be ſent thither inſtead of the 
Militia? It was but the other day that there was a rumour of an 
invaſion upon England: if that ſhould be attempted, how could 
the country be defended ? and if the Militia was to be ſent away, 


he would aſk, what perſons of character or rank would wiſh to 


ſerve in it as officers? The meaſure could not be defended on 
State neceſſity — for there was no neceſſity which could juſtify ſuch 
a departure, from the Conſtitution ; and as he ſaw no reaſons for 
it, he would oppoſe the addreſs — intending, however, to argue the 
queſtion more fully, if a bill ſnould be brought in. 


Sir LAWRENCE PAL K conſidered the meaſure not only as 
hoſtile to the Conſtitution of the Country, but tending to leſſen the 


reſpectability of the ſervice to which he had the honour of belong- 
ing; for he was ſure that gentlemen of rank and property would 
have an objection to accept commiſſions in the Militia, if they were 
liable to be ſent out of the kingdom. He was himſelf rather in an 
awkward predicament ; for he had heard that the regiment to 


which he belonged (the South Devonſhire) had made a tender of its 


ſervices to go to Ireland. Though, therefore, as a Member of 
Parliament, he ſhould oppoſe this meaſure, yet, if the ſervices of 
his regiment ſhould be accepted, he ſhould certainly make a com- 
mon cauſe with it, and accompany it. 

Honourable. E. PIERREPOINT heartily concurred in all the 
ſentiments delivered by the honourable Baronet who ſpoke laſt, 
The object of the meſſage, if carried into effect, would be a groſs 


and flagrant, violation of the Conſtitution of this Country. He was 


aſtoniſhed. at the boldneſs of Miniſters in attempting to adviſe His 


Majeſty to ſend ſuch a meſſage to the Houſe ; and he hoped that 
Parliament would never ſuffer. it to be carried into effect. He bore 
"y ſame rank. in a regiment of Militia with the honourable Baro- 

: he had; written. to his regiment, to expreſs his diſapprobation 
by the meaſure; and he hoped they would not concur in it: but if 
their ſentiments ſhould bei different from his own, in that caſe. they: 
ſhould. not go a day 's, march without him. 
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What opinion. Would he form of the boldneſs of Miniſters, if, a 
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preſſed and withheld from His Majeſty the communications of 
many reſpectable gentlemen, and ſuch manifeſtations of zeal and 
public ſpirit? What could His Majeſty do but communicate theſc 
things to Parliament? Theſe regiments offered their ſervices at a 
moment when they ſaw England itſelf menaced with extreme danger, 
in conſequence of what was happening in Ireland; and he could 
hardly conceive it poſſible that any reaſon could be ſhewn why thoſe 
offers ſhould not be accepted. Every body knew that a Rebellion 
was actually raging in the ſiſter kingdom, which, if one Rebellion 
could be more heinous than another, muſt be looked upon, with re- 
ſpect to the actions of thoſe who conducted it, as well as the conſe. 
quence it led to, as more wicked, heinous and horrivle than any 
ſeries of actions that ever took place in the world. That this Re- 
bellion muſt be ſuppreſſed, no man could pretend to deny ; nor 
could any man contend that ſuch a force ought not to be applied 
for that purpoſe as would prevent the Rebellion from making head 
again. Was the Government of this Country to fee men maſſa- 
cred without endeavouring to prevent it? Were they to expoſe the 
troops to the fury of the Rebels, in places where, on account of the 
ſmallneſs of their numbers, they were unable to act ſucceſsfully 
againſt them? What remained for Government to do but to ſend 
over thoſe forces who made a voluntary tender of their ſervices ? 
and what other force was there in the kingdom ſo capable of per- 
forming this ſervice as the Militia ? Could gentlemen pretend to 
ſay that the corps of Volunteer Cavalry ſhould go to Ireland: 
Certainly not : for theſe men could not be ſpared from their own 
occupations ; and if they could, a want of practice muſt prevent 
them from acting immediately as an efficient force. As to the con- 
ſtitutional objection, was it unconſtitutional for His Majeſty to ac- 
eept, in a caſe of the moſt extraordinary danger, the voluntary offers 
of troops that had been raiſed for the defence of the country? But 
if, as had been ſtated, men of rank and fortune refuſed to embark 
in this ſervice, he ſaw very little hopes of this country being either 
defended or ſaved. | | | | 
Sir LAWRENCE PALK explained what he had ſaid about 
men of rank not entering into the Militia. The nature of the ſer- 
vices were perfectly diſtint—No man entered the army without a 
view of wholly embracing a military life. | 
Lord WILLIAM RUSSELL ſpoke nearly as follows 
ſhould have expected a more plauſible. ſpeech, in defence of thi 
meaſure of Adminiſtration, from the honourable gentleman on th" 
" oppoſite fide of the Houſe (Mr. Ryder), than that with which © 
has favoured us. The honourable gentleman aſks with an arr © 
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triumph, What would we think of the Miniſter who, ſhould have © 
refrained from laying the propoſitions made to His Majeſty by cer- 
-tain Militia regiments before the Houſe ? I would aſk the honour- 
able gentleman, If Miniſters are under the neceſſity of lay ing be- 
fore the Houſe every propoſition that may be made to them for the 
ſubverſion of the Conſtitution? If they are determined to perſe- 
vere in this extraordinary and unconſtitutional meaſure, the beſt 
line of conduct they can adopt would be, to bring in a bill for abo- 
liſhing the Militia laws entirely — This would be acting with ſome 
degree of *candour towards the Public, as the extent of the ſacrifice 
required of them would then be known, When the Militia Bill 
was firſt framed, the ſervices of cach regiment were confined to- the 
very county in which it was raiſed. This aroſe from that juſt jea- 
louſy which our anceſtors entertained of ſtanding armies ; they 
| were defirous that the men they embodied for the public defence 
| ſhould ever feel the ſame paſſions and the ſame prejudices as the reſt 
of the people—that the ſoldier and the citizen ſhould always be-in- 
ſeparably united in the ſame perſon, Why are the Militia to be 
ſent out of the country, contrary to the Conſtitution and the Law ? 
for the purpoſe of ſubjugating a neighbouring kingdom, in order to 
force a ſyſtem upon the People which nine-tenths of them abhor. 
It has been ſaid, that the Militia are not compelled to go to Ireland; 
but I contend that there will-be the ſame kind of compulſion with 
regard to their offers for” that ſervice as there was in the caſe of the 
voluntary contributions, when a box was carried about, and every 
man ſtigmatized as a traitor who refuſed to ſubſcribe. The preſent 
meaſure perfectly reſembles, as to compulſion, theſe contributions, 
with this ſtrange difference, that “a man's loyalty is to be eſti- 
mated by the defire he teſtifies to embrue his hands in his brother's 
blood.” This Houſe will ſurely never ſanction the ſyſtem adopted 
by the Government of Ireland: for my part, I too well remember 
the American war, ever to vote one ſhilling, or one man, for ſubju- 
gating Ireland, until conciliatory meaſures ſhall have been tried. 
Mr. BANKES was againſt the meaſure offered to the Houſe 
that day, but at the ſame time he highly diſapproved of the ſenti- 
ments which came from the noble Lord who had juſt ſat down ; for 
there never was a Rebellion more unprovoked than that which now 
exiſted in Ireland, inaſmuch as meaſures more conciliatory had 
-I Pcver been adopted in any country. Could any man ſay, that men 
hi WW vih arms in their hands were not to be oppoſed? Feeling as he 
ths ! did, that, if Ireland was to ſucceed in the Rebellion, and at the ſame 
nh !ime ſhould be leagued with France, this country could not be ſafe, 
ir oil be could not concur in what had been ſaid, but muſt approve of 
38 2 6 
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all the meaſures that had been adopted by Miniſters for the ſuppreſ- 


ſton of the Rebellion. But with reſpect to ſending away the Mi- 
litia, it would be an 'infraQion of the eſtebliſn ment of that body ; ö 

and the diſadvantages of fo doing would be greater than any iniury.. 

arifing from their not being ſent. How was the defence of the 

eduntry to be provided for in future, if a damp was thrown upon 
that inſtitution by ſuch a breach of faith? and the counties would 

be put, to great difficulties in providing ſubſtitutes. ' The Houſe 
ovght to know whether there was not another force that might be 
ſent to Freland ? and where the forces of the country were, as well 
as their amount. There was à Britiſh army in Portugal, which 
certainly ought to be kept at home to defend the Britiſn dominions. 
Nothing was farther from his wiſh than to obſtruct the regular ſer- 
vice by oppoſing the preſent meaſure: but he thought ſome middle 
line might be adopted. Some men might be taken out of each 
Militia regiment, who, after being ſo drafted, would not then be a 
Militia, but a part of the ftanding army; but he ſtrongly objected 
to ſending forces to Ireland as Militia regiments; and «concluded 
with moving, as an amendment, that the latter part of the addreſs, 
giving the conſent of the Houſe to the M ilitia TIM ſent to nen 
be left out. „ 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR felt more Label at the con- 
ctufion of his honourable friend who ſpoke laſt, than that of other 
honourable gentlemen. Some gentlemen had ſpoken out; and 
their explanation was to him perfectly fatisfaQory, as a proof of 
their motives. to the oppoſition they had avowed to the meaſure. One 
honourable gentleman, had obſcurely developed thoſe principles on 
which the ſending an additional force to Ireland was oppofed; and 
the noble Lord who had ſpoken laſt but one, had proved an ample 
commentator on what that honourable Member had only partly dif- 
cloſed: In fact, the noble Lord had done what, in vulgar language, 
is called letting the cat out of the bag; and the Houſe could not but 
ſe; that from the language uſed by the noble Lord, he did not wiſh 
to ſu preſs the Rebellion in Ireland. The noble Lad had faid, 
that he would not vote one ſhilling, or one man, to aſſiſt the Go- 
verament of Ireland in ſubjugating the People of Ireland. Wa 
not this the expreſſion of a wiſh that the Rebellion ought not to be 
ſupſ v ofled A cry. of Hear! hear! Mr. Windham pro- 
cecded. He f idſit was not by any means! his wiſh to miſrepreſent 
the noble Lord; but if he had done ſo, the opportunity would pre- 
ſently ſoeebr of his being ſet right. One henpurable! gentleman 
Pad {fuggeſted that the Houſe. ought. to pauſe before it agreed to the 
299453) bt , gentlemen pauſe while an active Rebellion ex- 
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iſted in one corner of the empire? ? Were honourable gentlemen 


to heſitate whether the Houſe of Commons ſhould act dęeiſively in 


a eriſis ſo important to the Britiſh intereſts, and on the events of 
which the ſecurity: and peace even of England itſelf fo much de- 


pended? Was it to be endured that men ſhould adviſe that the Legiſ- 


lat ure ſnould look on while the King's troops and the Rebels were. 
fighting, and not aſſiſt the former to bring the latter to a ſenſe of 
duty? To the declaration that he would not vote one man or one 
milling to ſubjugate Ireland, the noble Lord had added, that he 
would not conſent to men being ſent to embrue their hands in the 
blood of their fellow- ſubjects. But did the noble Lord not know, 
that in the moſt legitimate war, men are equally liable to embrue 
their hands in blood? 5 . He ſhould aſk the noble Lord, would he 
not act againſt the army of Buonaparte, ſuppoſing it to effect a 
landing in this country? or, if he had ſuch a term in his vocabu- 
lary as Rebellizn, would the noble Lord not fight and ſuppreſs a civil 
war? One honourable gentleman had ſet out with remarking, that 
the Militia was intended, and originally raiſed, to form a control 
over the ſtanding army of the country. It might have been ſo;; 
bur, in point of foct, did gentlemen not know that the King had the 
power of diſbandirig the Militia ? His honourable friend (Mr. 
Banks) had admitted that the Militia might be reduced, and ap- 
peared to wiſh a corps might be formed from it, conſiſting of fuch 
men as were rcally diſpoſed to volunteer their ſervices againſt the 
Rebels: yet the, honourable gentleman appeared not to have. recol- 
lected, that if this were once done, the alledged conſtitutional check 
would ceaſe— that if the Militia was originally a check, any reduc- 


tion of it would diminiſh that check. He would admit that it 


might be inconvenient to accept of the ſervices of any part of any 
corps: and certainly all offers of this ſort were not voluntary; they 
were not produced by the ſenſe of any exiſting compulſory law: but 
it was: true that ſhame, a ſenſe of honour, and other circumſtances, 
would act upon a man moſt forcibly, and preſent to him a moral 
deceſſity for undertaking a ſervice he might not wiſh to enter upon. 
But the objection that the Militia had been originally raiſed merely 
for the protection of the country, and never to be ſent out of it, did 
nut appear to him; ſtronger than might be urged in the caſe of the 
ſenſible corps, who had been raiſed originally on fimilar terms. 
Theſe corps were at that moment the chicf body the, Government 
of Ireland had to depend upon: they, too, originally made offers of 
voluntary ſet vice; and if the Government had not accepted of 
hem, the Nebellion in Ireland muſt have terminated in a overyi lite 
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ing ſuch a meaſure as that then in difcuſion, many would not wiſh 
to enter into the Militia ; but ſome voluntary offers would ſtill be 
made, and it was in ſuch cafe the inconvenicnce would moſt proba- 
bly be greatly felt. But it had been ſaid, that no neceſſity exiſted 
for ſending the Militia to Ireland ; and if this were even admitted, 
what would gentlemen ſay of convenience and expediency ? All 
moral and political reaſoning would in fact end, did men exclude 
theſe terms from their dictoniaries. However, the neceſſity was, 
the danger to Great Britain if the Iriſh Rebels ſhould ultimately 
prevail. With reſpect to documents, the Houſe had enough of 
them to ſhew that Ireland was in immediate danger; and the diſ- 
aſter to England would be great if Ireland were loſt. Some gen- 
tlemen had ſpoken much of the violation of a principle of juſtice ; 
but the juſtice was, that the will had been left perfectly free, and 
men made a tender of ſervices they ſincerely deſired they might be 
able to afford. It had been contended, that to adopt the preſent 
meaſure would be to introduce a precedent, of which future Miniſ- 
ters might make a highly unconſtitutional uſe; and in puriuing 
that obſervation farther, the ſame honourable gentleman had ſup- 
poſed a caſe when the deſire of exciting Rebellion in France might 
lead the Goverament to ſend the Militia to act againſt that country. 
But in this there was an error of reaſoning ; for it was an attempt 
to reaſon on politics as if the diſcuſſion had been on matters of ab- 
ſtract ſcience. Nothing, however, was more true than that all mat- 
ters of reaſoning had their degrees; and a crifis might ariſe when 
it would be unavoidable that the Militia ſhould be employed on 
new ſervices ; and moſt certainly it would on the preſent occaſion 
be ſo employed, conſidering that the defence of this country very 
cloſely connected itſelf with the exiſtence of Ireland. He would 
not ſay that he ſhould ſupport this doctrine {trenuouſly on a motion 
for a law to compel the Militia to go to Ireland, on the principle that 
the defence of England depended in fad on the defence ef Ireland: 
his reaſon was, rather, that voluntary offers had been made ; and 
certainly no man would ſay that it was-not juſt that men ſhould do 
their duty, and a principle of juſtice that they ſhould be permitted 
to defend theit country. He was ready to adrnit the force of the ob- 
jection, that men would be obliged to enter upon ſuch a ſervice from 


a principle of ſhame; and he did not wiſh to place men in ſuch a 


fitvation ; but it could not be expected that it was poſſible to ob- 
viate ſuch difficu!tics. With regard to the ſuppoſition that many 
people would probibly not again enter into the Militia if this mea- 
ſure was adopted, he could only ſay that he thought it not probable; 
but even [Uppotng it pollible, he ſhould ſet that azainſt the ſal vation 
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ſubjects of a country gain inconceivable advantages, while its G- 


Conſtitution live!” What would the right honourable gentleman 
have thought of me, if I had Rated that I heard the perſon who ſpoke 


and ſtated the country to be in a ſtate of imminent danger, which 
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of Ireland. Mr. Windham concluded with obſerving, that all 10 
wars required vigorous exertions, but civil war was different from 10 
that of every other ſpecies of warfare ; and although, in ordinary lt 
wars, the delay of a few days. might not be peculiarly prejudicial, a nh: 


civil war every moment acquires force frem time, and the rebellious 


vernment may be heſitating whether it ſhall exert its full vigour, 
and give to its force that direction which ſhould appear moſt 1 
adapted to aſſert its own dignity in the defeat and confuſion of a law- FH 
leſs banditti. % 

Lord WILLIAM RUSSELL faid—In conſequence of what 
the right honourable gentleman had ſaid, it becomes neceffary for } 
me to explain what my meaning was by the words I uſed. I did ; 
ſay, that I would not give my vote for raiſing one man or one ſhil- 1 
ling for ſubjugating Ireland; but I think it would have been much 
fairer if the right honourable gentleman had ſtated the whole of my 
argument. I remember to have heard the following language uſed 
in this Houſe: Peri ſn our commerce, if periſh it muſt! - but let the 
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theſe words ſay, © Periſh our Commerce !” without taking notice 

of what followed? The words I uſed were to the following effect: 

I ſaid I would not vote one ſhilling, nor one man, for ſubjugating 

Ireland, until conciliatory meaſures ſhould have failed A cry of 

„Hear! hear!“ ] I fay, theſe were my words. Let any man 

ſtand up, and contradict them, if he pleaſe. | 
Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR explained. 
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Mr. SHERIDAN— The motion which has to-night been ſub- 
mitted to the Houle is the molt extraordinary in its nature that ever 
was heard within theſe walls ; ; and the manner in which it has been 
brought forward is to the full as extraordinary. Long as the Houſe 
has been inured to be treated with contempt by the King's Miniſters, 
the mode in which they have been treated on the preſent occaſion is 
even more inſulting than any thing they have yet experienced. The 
right honourable gentleman who moved the addreſs ſeems to have 
conſidered the meaſure propoſed as one to which no objection could 
poſſibly be framed ; and he introduced it as one which demanded 
neither apology nor explanation. I confeſs, that the ſubject ſhould 
be viewed ſo much as a matter of courſe by that right honourable - 
gentleman, does likewiſe a little ſurprize me. We cannot forget 
how lately the right honourable gentleman came down to this Houſe, 


required the exertion of every heart and hand for its defence. It is 
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indeed ſomewhat extraordinary, then, that after telling us of the 
danger of the criſis, after all the regular troops are ſent out of this 
kingdom, and when twelve hundred more cannot be found, he 
ſhould call upon the Houſe to give their conſent to trip the country 


of the Militia forces on which it relies for its defence. | We e have 
not been told how this drain is to be ſupplied, what new ſceuritics 
are to be provided. All this the riglit honourable gentleman CON- 
ſiders as a matter of courſe, which he | is neither called upon to re- 
cancile to former ſtatement, nor to defend upon any ground of con- 
ſtitutional principle, or of ſound policy. 

The right honourable gentleman who followed upon the other 
ſide was at no greater pains in his ſhort ſpeech, to give any argument 
in ſupport « of the meaſure propoſed. And what is this extragrdinary 
meaſure intended to gain — From, the Lords' bill it appears, that 
the Militia force which it is thus intended to ſend to Ireland i is only 
twelve hundred—{ Here Mr. Sheridan was informed that the num- 
ber. was to be twelve thouſand [j—But | if ſuch an additional force is 
| wanted, why: not ſend all the regular troops which are to be found, 
before the conſtitutional principle 3 is violated * . Why. not ſend the 
two thouſand of the Guards in town, and, inſtead of twelve thou. 
ſand, ſend only ten thouſand ?. And if theſe twelve thouſand are 
ſent, are you ſure that this will do ? Will you continue to ſend 
more of the Militia to Ircland without any 2 aſfurance that the dan- 
ger, late ſo alarming, is removed; or without being informed Where 
you are to look for defence: 

The right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt began his 0 peech 
with ſaying, that nothing like an argument had been advanced on, 
this fide of the Houſe worthy of Cm confatation ; 5 and the right 
honourable gentleman, however, continued to make a pretty Jong 
and warm reply to theſe no- arguments. It has been aſked, what 
would. have been thought of Miniſters if they had concealed. the 
offer made 25 the Militia f pp Miniſters could have, done. what 
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Houſe,” and oY was "neceſſary to apply for its ſanction. "Never was 


- . 
there a „eld $ Rebellion i in Treland mentioned; never was the 


leaſt communication's made; on Which the Houfe Lud offet "its ad- 


vice, till i its conſent muſt be obtained to one of the moſt unconflitu- 
tional meaſures that ever was brought forward i in Parliament.“ 
The Tight honourable gentleman who ſpoke laft, in replying to 


the no- arguments, which had been uſed on this fide of the Houſe, q 
faſtened on an expreſſion of my honourable friend, th dat he — 


not vote a ſingle ſhilling, nor agree to ſend a fingle man to Irela ind, 

for the purpoſe of Cubjugating 1 the opprefſed 22 of that country. 

Is it then unconflitutional ? Ts it unparliamentary language for a 
Member of this Houſe, to ſav, that he cannot give his aid to any 
ſyſtem of meaſures, or any acts of the Executive Government, will 
he has' examined and approved of the grounds on which they are 
juſtified * f Does the right honourable gentleman remember what 
Mr. Burke faid j in his letter to Sir Hercules Largriſhe?—and' I hope 
the authority of. Mr. Burke will not be leſs in his eſtimation than 
when he Was confirme d by his ſentiments, and animated by his en- 


Houſe of Commons will never enter into a war for the congueſt, of 


Ireland v vithout knowing the, grounds of the quarrel. This, t then, 
is what my honourable friend requires. He defires to know the 
þ zround of the quarrel, and this he thinks an eſſential i inquiry before. 
the Houſe ovght, either directly or indirectiy, to give its ſanQion to 
any ſyſtem of meaſures, or contribute its ſupport to carry them into 
g 4280 7 he right honourable gentleman expreſſes a doubt, whe⸗ : 
i ther at all we are willing to give our ſuppprt to extinguiſh Rebel. 
1 lion 1 in Ireland. 4 am aware that the right honourable gentleman. 
5 i deſirous to lead us into ſlippery ground. He ſhalt not, o 
ö ever, betray | me. to be guilty of any indi ſeretion. W nen he : accuſes 
/ us of being deſirous to withhold, our aid in the extinction of that 
2 Rebellion, I would aſk him, Whether he means to Tay, that 1 in 
5 TY caſe this Houſe i is bound to tide with a King of Irelan 1d, and 
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v bitrary eee ignominious CUE AO without convittion 
. tranſportation without trial, and a ſeries gf oppreſſion too degrading, 
j too tyrannical for human nature to endure, would the Britiſh Houſe 
of Commons be bound to ſupport. the Iriſh Legiflarure againſt the 
. reſentment which ſuch proceedings had provoked ? ; Merely becauſe 
the men who reſiſt ſuch oppreſſion are called Rebels, and thoſe who 
oppoſe them are called the King's Troops, muſt this Houſe, at all 
. hazards, ſupport the Iriſh Legiſlature ? Unleſs the right honourable 
- gentleman 1s prepared to retract every opinion, which he ever enter. 
tained upon ſimilar ſubjects, he cannot affirm that this Houſe, in 
ſuch a ſtate of things, has but one line of conduct to purſue. 
Houſe i is not bound to ſanction the injuſtice, and to ſtrengthen the 
oppreſſion which the Legiſlature of the ſiſter kingdom, Tower; in- 
dependent, might be pleaſed to inflict. This much I fay generally, 
+ becauſe I am unwilling to refer to the particular events of the pte. 
| I think, however, I have ſaid enough to ſhew that it 
becomes this Houſe gravely to inquire what is the nature of the 
quarrel in which it is called. upon to engage, and what the grounds 
on which its ſupport i is demanded. 
every effort ought to be exerted to prevent Ireland from falling un- 
der the power of France; ; but this is a point totally different from 
the merit of the ſtruggle to which we are required to become par- 
One honourable gentleman has thought proper to aſſert, that 
the Rebellion in Ireland is not only unprocedented in its nature, but 
he has ſtiled it wholly unprovoked, and ventured to aftirm that every 
t ; meaſure of conciliation was employed to avert it. 
with the utmoſt wonder and ſurpriſe that I heard this aſſertion ad- 
vanced. What, when conciliation was Held out to the people of 
Ireland, was there ariy diſcontent # 


1 [Couztons. 


This 


I am ready to declare that 


It was, indeed, 


When the Government of 


Ireland was agreeable to the wiſhes of the people, was there any 


diſcontent? 


After the proſpect of that conciliaticn was taken away 


..—after, Lord. Fitzwilliam was recalled — after the hopes which had 
been raiſed were blaſted — when the ſpirit of the people was beaten 
F 7 xi inſulted, deſpiſed, I will aſk any gentleman to point out a 
ſingle act of conciliation which has emanated from the Government 
of Ireland? On the contrary, has not that country exhibited one 
? patios! ſcene of the moſt grievous oppreſſion, of the moſt vex- 


atious proceedings; arbitrary puniſhments inflicted ;' 


clared necefiary by the higheſt authority in the lifter kingdom ne xt to 


Legiflature ? 


Unt of the. 


torture de- 


And do gentlemen fay that the indignant 


2 -Ipiric which, is, rouſed by ſuch exerciſe of Government is unpro 


© voked?_ Is this conciliation? is this lenity "Has every thing been 
ode to. avert the evils of rebellion 2 


It is the faſhion to ſay, anc 
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the addreſs holds the ſame language, that the Rebellion which now 
rages in the hier, kingdom has been owing to the machinations of 
« wicked men. Agreging to the amendment propoſed; it was my 
firſt, Intention to move that theſe words ſhould be omitted. But no, 
Sir, the fact they aſſert is true. It is, indeed, to the meaſures of 
wicked men, that the deplorable ſtate of Ireland is to be imputed. 
It is to thoſe wicked Miniſters who have broken the promiſes they 
held out ; who betrayed the party they ſeduced into their views, to 


be the en of the fouleſt treachery that ever was practiſed 


p againſt any people. It is to thoſe wicked Miniſters who have given 


up that devoted country to plunder; reſigned it a prey to this faction 
by which it has ſo long been trampled upon, and abandoned it to 
every, ſpecies of infult and oppreſſian by which a country was ever 


overwhelmed, or the ſpirit of a people inſulted, that we owe the 


miſeries into which Ireland is plunged, and the dangers by which 
England is threatened. Theſe evils are the doings of wicked Mi. 
niſters, and, applied to them, the language of the addreſs records a 
fatal and melancholy truth. g 
But if gentlemen are not diſpoſed to take theſe words as under- 
ſtood by me, let them look back at the cireumſtances, and fee he- 
ther they can diſcover any cauſe adequate. to the effects which we 


behold. Let gentlemen look back to the period when a whole 


people, under the Government of Lord Fitzwilliam, echibited the 
moſt fervent and ſincere loyalty, and ſay whether they can diſcover 
any cauſe. for the change which has taken place, After being be- 


trayed, duped, inſulted, fouled, diſappointed in their deareſt hopes, 


and deprived of the Government on which they could confide, and 


again thrown into the hands of the rulers they deteſted and deſpiſed, 
was it impoſſible that they ſhould feel emotion of indignation and 


diſcontent ? Every man in the Houſe too well recollects the ſubſerip- 


tion ſet on foot | in London, under the auſpices, I believe, of Mr. 
| Angerſtein, i in otder to collect money for the ſupport of induſtrious 


manufacturers in Ireland, wholly without employment, and deſti- 
tute of the means of ſubſiſtence. Of this deſeription there were 
from thirty, to forty thouſand men in Ireland. By the produce of 


charitable ſubſcription, twenty five thouſand a week were, by the | 
Such Was 
the ſituation of ſo many unkappy individuals; and when charity 
was wearied out, unable any longer to ſupply their wants, it was not 


ſeantieſt benefadtions, prevented from being famiſhed. 


the xoiſon of French principles, but the want of bread that ſedueed 
the m,. If was not. their defire to be Frenehified, but their relu dance 


0 io be f{.miſhed, that wrought | upon chem to make new attempts to 
| ogy Om, their k 


Tunis was the. true cauſe that made them 
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2 pr v to ſeduction; and with one ſo ſatis factory before our eyes, 
why need we ſeek to impute their conduct to the * F els 
3 a cauſe ſo inadequate to the effech h? 

This much I have thought it right to ſay in defence of thoſe 


whe! think it 'neceffary to inquire into the grounds: of the quarrel | 


between the Government and People of the ſiſter kingdom. I now 
return to the meaſure before the Houſe. The rigfit honourable 
gentleman denies that the Militia could be intended in any ſhape as 
2counterbalance to a ſtanding army, becauſe it is the prerogative of 
the Crown to reduce the Militia at pleafure. I ſhould'really have 
expected that, upon ſuch a queſtion, the right honourable gentleman 
would have argued on ſome information upon the ſubject. The 
right honourable gentleman has proved, himſelf eompletely ignorant 
of the con{titution of the Militia. T he Kine can neither increaſe 
nor diminiſh the number of the Militia. + Each county ſupplies a 
certain number, and can neither have more nor leſs than its quota. 
It has been ſaid that the ſcrvice is voluntary, but I contend that it 
is not. The caſe of the Feneidles is mentioned as in point, but 
nothing can be more different. 
tain conditions between the individuals authorized by Minifters and 
the men who enliſt; nor is it ſurpriſing that theſe engagements 
mould be violated by thoſe who have ſhewn themſelves incapable 
of 'adhering to any contract, ot being faithful to any engagements. 
The! Militia} however; was on a different footing. The: Militia 
was ralſed, not by a contract between individuals, but on a compact 
of Jaw; It is in vain to talk of a thing being voluntary where no 
ical opinion is left. The cafe of the worthy Baronet (Sir L. Palk) 
i a proof of this. He finds himſelf in the whimſical ſituation of 
being a doluntecr without knowing it. It reminds me of the ſtory 
of the people who were dragging a man along, and on being aſked 
the reaſon, gave for anſwer, that it was a Volunteer they were Car- 
tying along with them. It had been ſaid, that the reſolution of the 
honourable- gentleman and tke worthy Baronet, who have expreſſed 
their determination to follow their corps wherever they go, is a proof 
that they are not oompelled. The motive from which they act, 
however, is ſubmiſſion; not conſent. They go, not for the reaſon 
given by the right hononrable gentleman, but for the reaſon aſſigned 
by themſbl ves; that they would not deſert the brave men with 
whoin, they ſtrved. What, indeed, is the mode employed to collect 
the diſpotirion bf a regiment reſpecting i its going to Ireland? They 
ate enlud out on te parade. Every man watches the looks of his 
neighbour ] he isa ſtaig ta refuſe aſſent at a moment when ſuſpicion 
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hearts, with reluctant minds, without any thing of ſound will and 
real conſent, they are dragged into the conſent, which is falſely called 


voluntary; and theſe 'are the men who are conſidered:as- fit corps 
for reſiſting Rebellion in Ireland. The compariſon of the volun- 
tary contributions was perfectly exact. To the meaſure of volun- 
tary contributions I was friendly, and I was ſorry to fee it aſſume 
in any degreefthe appearance of compulſion. I did not like to hear 
of regiments called out to be aſked whether they would give up a 
week's pay, and of ſhips' companies brought on deck to ſubſcribe 
their contribution. The miſchiefs of a deliberative army have 
already been forcibly repreſented; a deliberative army may become 
an addreſſing army; and an addreſſing army a dictating army. 
When the prineiple is once violated, there are no miſchiefs to which 
it may not extend. 


We are now called upon for our laſt military ſtake, the- Militia; ' 


and it is natural to aſk where we are to look for deience? Is the 
danger to u hich the public attention was ſo forcibly directed, leſs 
now than it was? Before the trials at Maidſtone took place we 
were informed by a right honourable gentleman oppoſite (Mr. Dun- 
das) that dangers of the utmoſt magnitude exiſted. The promiſed 
communications on the ſubject, however, have not yet been received: 
Are we to underſtand, then, that the Habeas Corpus was ſuſpended 
without any ſufficient cauſe ; or do the dancers which then exiited 
fill threaten to aſſail us? Have Miniſters fairly and impartially 
weighed our fituation, and knowing, as all the world muſt have 
known, the ſtate of Ireland - the number of troops in that quarter, 
and the probable demand for new reinforcements; have they taken 
the precautions for ſupplying the drain of men, and providing ſuch 
means of defence as our ſituation afforded? This they have not 
done. They called upon the ſpirit and the exertion of the country!; 
they called upon men to forget their political diviſions, and to unite 
in the great object of the national defence. Many of thoſe who had 
been in the habit of appoſing Miniſters ſhewed a zealous diſpoſition 
to ſupport the great object of national defence. In many caſes this 


ſpirit had been anſwered by a behaviour highly diſcreditable to Miz 


miſters. Under ſymptoms of apoſtacy from every principle men 
bad previouſly entertained, their ſervices were rejected. To the 
fgns of diſſent which the right honourable gentleman exhibits; Þ 


lay, that the aſſociation formed in the: borough of Southwark, ish 


proof of this aſſertion. For another proof of it, I have only to 
lock at an honcurable friend of mine beſide me (General Tarleton): 
It would be ſuperfluous in me to ſay any thing in praite{of this!egus: 
ge and military talorits.: This country, all; Europe: and Hume rita 
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can bear teſtimony to his. merit. My honourable friend candidly 
and manfully offered his ſervices wherever they could be employed. 
They were- rejected, however, with contempt. / And does any 
perſon ſuppoſe, that if my honourable friend had been in the habit 
of cringing to Miniſters, he would have remained unemployed ? 
Indeed, to the ſurprize of the enemy, and to the aſtoniſhment of the 
country, his ſervices have been rejeacd, merely becauſe. he remained 
faithful to the political ſentiments he has entertained. Religious 
dliſtinctions, too, have been kept up, diſtinctions which, when the 
ſituation. of the Pope is conſidered, any belief in his ſupremacy 
would not have rendered very formidable. Some time ago, when 
J propoſed that a certain oath, required to be taken by thoſe. who 
ferve_ His Majeſty in a military capacity, ſhould be omitted in ſa- 
vour of Roman Carholics, the motion was rejected. Brought for- 
ward partially on another bill by an honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Wilberforce) it ſucceeded ; and was rejected on another attempt to 
extend it to Diſſenters. Another inſtance of this ſpirit occurred in 
the behaviour of Miaiſters to Lord Petre. That Nobleman had 
been at the trouble and expence of railing a cerps of Eſſex Rangers. 
The commiſſion, by which this corps was to be commandgd by 
Lord Petre's ſon, was refuſed to be ſigned, becauſe that gentleman 
was a Member of the Whig Club. Perbaps this offer may have 
ſince been accepted, and the circumſtance of difficulty cleared: up. 
There are other inſtances, however, in which; the ſame ſpirit has 
been diſplayed by Miniſters. A noble Duke (Bedford), of great 
character and influence, defirous to exert that influence in ſuch a 
manner as might ſtrengthen the country at the preſent difficult criſis, 
had, upon the moſt liberal terms, under the ſandion of the Lord 
Lieutenant, raiſed a corps of four hundred and fifty volunteers at 
Tavuiſtock, in Devonſhire, which was to be united to a corps of one 
Hundred and fifty which previouſly exiſted. "Theſe men were to be 
>dloathed and paid at the noble Duke's own expenee, and the men 
were raiſed, and every thing arranged. Every thing was prepared 
hen at 2 fiieeting of the Whig Club, the noble Duke having 
aid that an honourable friend of his, not now preſent, was more 
meritorious from the animoſity which Miniſters bad teſtificd againſt 
im; from a newſpaper report of this ſpeech, the ſervices of the 
noble Dake were rejected. A leiter was ſent by the right honourable 
ngenderanoppolite (Mr. Dundas), commenting upon that ſentence in 
the ſpecch; ant arguing that à perſun who held ſuch language Was 
- 10unfir-$0 be entruſted with any command. Upon this pretext the 
- ſetvices of the noble Duke were rejected. Surely Miniſters, While 
they act in this manner, check the ſpirit of coming forward in ($0 
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defence of the country, and deprive it of the 4(hiftaiiee of many: who 


are zealous. in its cauſe, and neglect thoſe precautions of ſecurity 
which the drain of troops to Ireland has rendered neceſſarx. 

To keep Ireland againſt the will of the people is a vain ecpecta· 
non. Wich eighty thouſand troops with arms and diſeipline, 
againſt an unarmed! and undiſplined multitude! Is it not clear that 
the contre? lies between the Government and the People? With 
out reverſing the ſyſtem, therefore, Ireland, as the phraſe is, cannot 
be ſaved. The ſtruggle is one, not of local diſcontent and partial 
diſaffection, but it is a conteſt between the People and the Govern- 
ment. In ſuch à ſtate of things, without entering into à particular 
inquiry, the fair preſumption is, that the Goreramenr is to EEG 
He coneladed with concurring in the amendment. 

Mr. WVNNE ſpoke in reply to Mr. Sheridan. 
Mr. Sceretary DUNDAs had no reaſon to regret that he did 
not detain the Houſe in Making his motion, by endeavouring to 
explain the reaſons for making it; and ſhould he have attempted 
ta obeiate the objections that he thought would have been urged, 
he ſhould not have touched upon many of thoſe that had been 
brought” forward; becauſe he was ready to confeſs he did not ſup- 
poſe that the odjeRtions would have been ſuch as had been ſtated. 
Indeed he ſhould not even now have thought it neceſſary to ſay much, 
if any thing, upon this queſtion, but for ſome perſonal alluſions, bf 
which he did not complain, although they could hardly be defended 
upon the ſebre of irregularity ; but the honourabte gentleman Who 
had juſt preceded him, had in ſome meaſure made it neceſſary for 
him to make ſome obſervations. Firſt, then, he would begin wich 
a fentence of the ſpeech of the honourable gentleman bhimſelf; he 
had ſaid, and no doubt fincerely, „that he did not wiſh:to ſee Tre- 
land become a poſt of France.“ On that ground would he make 
his ſtand; and he believed before he quitted the place in which he 
ſtood; he ſhould Perfuade the Houſe that that honourable gentleman 
ſhould either retract that propoſition, or retract moſt of the obſerva- 
tions in his ſpeech to-night, for that they could not ſtand ATI) 
Ina! much as they were wholly inconfiſtent with each other. 

As to the idea that this meaſure was unconſtitutional, upon the 
ground that the Militia was eftabliſhed as a check and control againſt 


a ſtanding army, he could only tay, he Knew not where gentlemen 


took up that idea. He was not in Parliament at the time the bill 


for eſtabliſtfing the Militia: was moved for, and therefore could not 
ſtate preeiſely the ground upon which the promoters of tlie plan ſub- 


mitted it to Parliament, and the ground upon which it was adopted, 


but he had endeavoured to collect from the beſt ſources he could 
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meet withy fomething of the outline of the grounds upon Which it 
Was! agreed to, and he was ſatisfied that the idea of the Militta being 
e and control upon the ſtanding army, was not rhe ground upon 
-which the meaſure was moved, ' or upon which it was adopted. 
F Having: enlarged upon this topic, he concluded it with ſaying, it 
yr to be diſmiſſed as an idle, childiſh, fooliſh comwerſation. 
Ne ſhould now proceed to ſhew that the obſervations of the ho- 
eke gentleman were inconſiſtent with his propoſition, that Ire. 
land ſhauid not be made a poſt of Frarice. But firſt he muſt obſerve 
upon what he had ſaid on a former occafion relative to the neceſſity 
of calling on all deſeriptions of people to prepare againſt the attack 
of the enemy. He was perfectly ready to be examined upon what 
he had then ſaid, and to compare it with what he nom propoſed. 
He admitted at once that at that time he diſtinQly- ſtated in plain 
language, that the ſalvation of this country depended entirely on its 
own exertions ; on the zeal, ardour and loyalty of its people; and 
the Houſe would allow him to ſay that the twelve thouſand, (for he 
gvowed the number to be ſo, and not twelve hundred, as the ho- 
nourable gentleman had ſtated, from what document he knew not; 
$f it came from the other Houſe of Parliament, it was a miſtake i in 
the number; how it had happened he could not tell) he would ſay 
that twelve thouſand of the Militia forces ought now to be allowed 
to go to Ireland, and that was the reſolution he intended to propoſe, 
ſhould the Houſe agree to the addreſs which he had moved. He 
begged gentlemen to recollect the change which had taken place in 
our ſituatĩon fince the time when he made the declaration that this 
voumry muſt make great preparations againſt the enemy. At the 
beginning of this year our Militia were about thirty- five thouſand 
men, now they were one hundred thouſand men. At that time we 
nat bavalry forces of about ſeven thouſand men, now we had about 
twenty thouſand. At that period we had a large body of Volunteer 
Corps, but they had been continually increaſing; he could not, 
from the nature of the thing, be accurate as to the amount of this 
force; but he was confident he did not underſtate it at one hundred 
thouſand, and therefore he ſhould be relieved from any charge of in- 
vonſiſteney in having at one time ſaid it was abſolutely neceſſary for 
te people to prepare for the ſafety of the eountry, and now to pro- 
profe to ſend out of the country part of its force'; the difference be- 
eween- the quantity of foree removed that objection. Gentlemen 
now ſaid, that he muſt either admit that there is now no apprehen- 
 _ Gonof invaſion, ' or elſe no part of the force ſhould be ſent out of it. 
le ſaid now; that ſafety from that invaſion' depended on the conti- 
_ Gugtion/ofi (that ſpirit which the People of this country had already 
' manifeſted. 
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country was true to itſelf, and determined to exert its power againſt 
the enemy /he had no doubt of perfect ſecurity: / 
proud to feel th 


He was indeed 
that he was one of the inhabitants of an Iſland that 


had, to the admiration of the reſt of the world, maintained its ho- 


nour and its character for independence. But he would now come 


cloſer to the argument on which he canceived the whole of this 
meaſure reſted; for he would ſay at onee, becauſe he felt, that if 
he was informed that a large body of the French were actually on 
board and failing towards this country. for the expreſs purpoſe of in- 


vading it, he ſhould even then adviſe His Majeſty to ſend ten or 


twelve. thouſand men to Ireland to quell the Rebellion there - yes, 


be repeated it, if the French fleet was at ſea with tranſports for: the 


expreſs purpoſe of invading this. iſland, and while the people were 
mak ing defence upon defence, upon apprehenſion of general danger, 
he would even then adviſe His Majeſty to ſend ten or twelve thou- 
ſand men to Ireland to quell the Rebellion there. He hoped that 
this was coming pretty cloſe to the argument upon which this queſ- 
tion reſted, and that he was fairly putting his opinion, and meeting 
all objections to this meaſure, candidly at leaſt ; this he ſaid upon 
the ſtrength of the obſervatian of the honourable gentleman, that 
Ireland ſhould not be a province of France. All he deſired gen- 
tlemen to allow, was, that thert is now an exiſting Rebellion in Ire- 
land; and having done ſo, it would follow that ſome meaſure 
ſhould be adopted to quell it. Of what nature was that Rebellion, 
he would aſæ? Gentlemen might diſguiſe it for the purpoſes of 
debate, but they could not ſay it was not the deſire and object of a 
great number of low and deluded people in Ireland to ſeparate that 


country. from this, and to make uſe of the arms of France to ac» 


compliſh that object. Out of the room in which he was now 
ſpeaking, he, was ſure the honourable gentleman himſelf would not 
venture fo tell him diſtinctly, that he believed there did not now 


exiſt a great body of low. people wha wiſhed to ſeparate it from this, 


through the arms of France, With what conſiſtency, then, could 
the obſervatians and the propoſition. of the honourable gentleman, 
*.that Ireland iſhould not be a poſt of Frances“ | ſtand together? 
And what was more eſſential to the intereſt of this country, than that 
Ireland ſhould not be made either a poſt or a province of France 
Need he refer ta the geography of the two countries? Need he ſay 
cat, to give to France Holland, Flanders, and all the. places upon 
the Continent oppoſte eo our coaſt was not ſo dangerous to Great 
Britain as if they had a poſt in Ireland? He therefore ſaid, that to 
ſend troops to Ireland to quell the Rebellion there, was;: in btller 
words, fending troops to r the French from obtaininga/polt | 
Vor. VI. bend e bod : 11% en bigt al bel linsm 
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there, and that was in reality defending Great Britain as well as de- 
fending Ireland ; and the Militia, in going to Ireland, were aQing 
on the true ſpirit of their inſtitution, for by ſo doing they were de- 
fending Great Britain againſt the enemy. What the Militia was 
now about to do was therefore according to the principle of their 
eſtabliſhment, namely, to carry into effe& thoſe means that were in 
reality for the defence of Great Britain, of which they were a conſti- 
He laid it down broadly, that the defence of 
Ireland were only other words ufed for the defence of England. As 
to the general cry that was ſet up againſt this meaſure, and particu- 
larly what had been ſaid by a noble Lord, he owned he was not 
mueh moved by it. Gentlemen called for documents; what docu- 
ments did they want to know that there was a Rebellion in Ireland? 
but perhaps they wanted to know whether it was a juſtifiable Rebel. 
lion. Did they mean to wait to ſettle this point until Ireland ſhould 
become a province to France? for that might be the eſſect of their 
oppoſition td this meaſure being ſucceſsful. They ſaid, they would 
not vote for ſending to Ircland either one man or one ſhilling, until 
they had information upon this matter. This would increafe in- 
ſtead of diminiſhing the rage of the Rebels. Indeed this was not 
very conſiſtent with the manner in which the honourable gentleman 
had himſelf ſpoken on a former occaſion, when he had ſaid, moſt 
eloquently ; Let us not now examine who brought us into our 
' fituation, let us firſt beat the French.” 
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che ſentiment expreſſed by that honourable gentleman, and it was a 


very noble one ; but he conceived that the obſervations of the ſame 
gentleman this night were at variance with, that ſentiment. Tt was 
indeed tated that religious reſtraints were the great cauſe of the Re- 


bellion; but it ſhould be remembered that among the Rebels were 


to be found, not only Roman Catholies indeed, but alſo Preſby- 
teriahs and perſons of other modes of faith, among whom there were 
various ſhades of religious opinions. He would not ſtop to endea- 
voor to ſettle theſe points now; but he thought it was pretty evi- 


dent, from ſuch men uniting in this Rebellion, they muſt be united 


by ſome common cement, different from any that could ariſe from 
religious ſentiments; they were arranged under the general title of 
United Iriſhmen ; they differed in many points, but their main 
object was to ſeparate Ireland from this country, and to reduce Ire- 
land to be a province to France, and this they would be glad to ef- 
fectuate by means of French arms. Without entering into the 
ſpeculations of gentlerhen about the cauſes of this Rebellion, for this 
was not the ſeaſon for it, the only queſtion now was, ſhould that 
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Houſe do every 7 thing in its power to eruſh the Rebellion in 
Ireland? 


Some gentlemen had wiſhed to know whether there were not re- 


gular forces in this country that might be ſent inſtead of the Mili- 
tia, He had no ſcruple in ſaying what the regular force of the 
country was ; with regard to cavalry he had already ſtated, and that 
the voluntcer gorps were augmenting daily ; but he could not detail 
the whole of the military force in this country. The militia force, 
as he lM already ſtated, was more than double what it was a ſhort 
time ago; nor had he any ſeruple in ſaying, that if any part could 
be (pared, it was out of the Militia force. He hoped the Houſe 
would give him credit when he ſaid, it was provident they ſhould 
ſpare troops from that force which was the moſt abundant, and out 
of that which could be the moſt eaſily ſupplied and recruited. He. 
knew that gentlemen were not. bound to believe him; but he al- 
ledged it to be the fact, that the Militia was the military force, 
our of which troops could at this moment be moſt conveniently 


ſpared, under all the circumſtances with which this country was 
ſurrounded ; for, gallant as the Militia were, he was of opinion, it 


was well that they mould be mixed with a certain proportion of 
the regulars, in caſe of any danger in this country. Without enter- 
ing into any detail upon that matter, he was ready to confeſs that 
there was not now in this country a greater body of regular troops 
than was neceflary to make up that mixture. Without explaining 
more of the matter, he would ſay, he was ſure that the beſt mode 
tat eould be adopted by way of ſending a military force: to Ireland, 
was, that of ſending ten or twelve thouſand of the Militia troops, 
and that no other aid would anſwer the purpoſe under all the cir- 
cumſtances. 5 30.02 
He admitted it was not right to liſten even to the zeal of men, in 
order to make eneroachments on the uſual rules of. military affairs; 
he admitted it was againſt the uſual rules to ſend a Militia force out 
4 the kingdom; he admitted there was a great inconvenience in 
t; he admitted he felt great.pain in beiag compelled to bring down 
tis meſſage; he did not mean to ſtate it in any other light than 
that of a great misfortune: but, here we were to ſtrike, as it were, 
a balance between misfortunes, in examining one of them againſt 
the other; and that in reality was the whole of the queſtion. He 
would admit the truth of what had been ſaid, that many perſons 


will go under this meaſure either from falſe pride or ſhame; that 


many will go who indeed would rather ſtay at home. He knew 


the meaſure now before the Houſe was liable to many inconveni- 
ences ; but he hoped the Houſe would feel with him, that of all 
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things the Rebellion in Ireland was the greateſt incanvenience; and 
therefore all other ineonvenienees muſt give way to it. And here 
he muſt explaia the neceſſity of the meaſure, and ſay ſomething on 
the probability of its being effectual, in caſe the Hbuſe ſnhould adopt 
it. There was at preſent a large body of forces in Ireland. He 
could not undertake to ſay what force preciſely would be neceſſary 
to quell the Rebellion; but, in his view of the matter, every per- 
fon that could poſſibly be ſpared ſhould be ſent to Ireland, and that 
the larger the force was, the better. Gentlemen aſked; would 
twelve thouſand be ſufficient? he could only ſay, from the informa- 
tion of military men, he hoped it would be ſufficient; for it was 
obſervable that much depended on the time in which the force was. 


got ready, much depended on the rapidity of the meaſure, and in- 


deed, in that conſiſted its chicf merit. He ſhould be extremely: 
thankful for any ſuggeſtions from any quarter upon this important 
and moſt critical occaſion, but he had not yet heard of any meaſure 
that was equal in all points to that whieh was now propoſed. He 


ſhould exceedingly like any plan that ſhould have the effect of bring 


ing back the Militia again to this country; whether that could be 


done by training others fo as to make them fit to ſupply the place 


of the Militia, he knew not, but he ſhould be very glad if any 


thing of that kind could be done; but, at all events, this meaſure: 


ſhould” be adopted ſpeedily, for more might be done perhaps in a 


week now, by ten or twelve thoufand men, than double the number 
could afterwards accompliſh in a month. Indeed the advantages of 


expedition were not to be calculated, and, therefore, unleſs his ho- 
nourable friend, who moved the amendment, could find fomething 


that would be as ſpeedy as the meaſure now propoſed, he would fall 


ſhort of his own object; for the point was to act on the ſudden, and 


to diſlodge the Rebels from the "on where they had N the 


ſtandard of Rebellion. 


As to the obſeivations that were made on Miniſters, that they 


were the men to whoſe machinations the whole of this evil was ow- 


ing; he regarded it as a piece of declamation, in which the honour- 
abſe: gentleman: was welcome to amuſe himſelf -as much as he 
pleaſed; andias to what had been ſaid upon his not having in- 

 vited the honourable General (Tarleton) to take a ſhare againſt the 
Rebels, he did not invite him, it was true, but it was true alſo that 
he had no power to do fo! He ſaid nothing about the propriety of 


employing him; he had, however, no doubt if he was employed, he 
would ſoon forget his politics and become a very good officer, and 


he: could dare ſay he would d ee in as e blood at 
ö would be heceſſary for bis objeR. 9 10 | F116 0 
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Something had been ſaid, to-night, as if he was an enemy to tha 


Roman Catholies:! He had never ſaid a ſingle word againſt cha 


Catholics. Hqchid ſupported a bill for them ; but was he to ba 
blamed ee pee or ten Biſhops, acted otherwiſe in another 
adt of Parliament? | F 
As to the Cubjof which had been alluded to with 1 10 Lord. 
Petre and his ſon, and the honourable gentleman Rating that he was 
not a favourite with Adminiftration becauſe he was a Member of 
the Whig Club, he could only ſay that circumſtance had no-weight: : 
with him, for he did not know that he was a Member of the Whig 
Club; and he defired to be conſidered as not acting; in | that}:cafe;; 
upon any party prejudice. The : honourable. gentleman had alſo. 
taken notice of ſome'' circumſtances relative to another Member of: 
the Whig Club, and had complained of the manner in which a 
noble Duke had been treated by Miniſters. True it was that he 
differed in politics from that noble Duke, and he felt no uneaſineſs 


either nightor day on that account. The offer made by the noble 


Duke was very noble and liberal, and highly become his rank un- 
doubtedly; but he had ſaid at the Whig Club that there was mueh 
impotent malice ſhewa by Minifters againſt an honourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Fox), as well as againſt all thoſe who were attached to 
him; he knew of none of that malice. In point of fact there 


were many men ſerving in military capacities who had ſhe wn an 


attachment to that gentleman. But if he was aſked the queſtion, 

he confeſſed he did not feel it a pleaſant thing to be ſending conſi- 
dental directions and orders to a perſon who thought of him and. 
Miniſters as that noble Duke had expreſſed he thought. The noble; 
Duke, in a paragraph, had ſtated of Miniſters what he did not think 
they deſerved; and all he did was to ſubmit to the old corps, ..- 
were propoſed to be united to his, how far they would think it am 
improvement of their eſtabliſhment to give the command to acper- 
ſon who had no confidenee in thoſe whoſe directions he was to obey; 

that there could be no intermediate confidence between therinables 
Duke and His Majeſty's Miniſters; and he would confſeſs:canditilyg 


that he did not ſee any reaſon why he ſhould have any more nf 


dence in the noble Duke than the noble Duke had in him:; he-hady 
not ſaid any thitig but what he had a right to ſay, which-was; chat 
there could not be any mutual confidence: between the noble Duke 
and His Majeſty s Miniſters. The noble Duke had wrightcto Speak: 
out, but he hoped the King's Miniſters had a ea 


thing. Ut b * M 20005907 bris zieh etil Togo! cool biygn 
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had flated it was a meaſure of necellity; ; that the Houſe now had 
it in their power to employ a large body of men, His Majeſty's faith- 


| ful and good ſubjects: that they had before them a change of bring. 


Ing the Rebellion to a ſpeedy concluſion ;' that they had a force of. 
fered to them in a manner that called or great praiſe. The ſimple 
queſtion therefore was, whether the Houſe would take upon itielf the 
reſponſibility of letting the Rebellion go uncruſhed when they had 

an opportunity of cruſhing it. Thoſe who thought that the future 
| inconveniences of this meaſure were not to be put on a footing with 
the 1 inconveniences of Rebellion, would not reje& the opportunity, 
but would, by agreeing to the addreſs, enable His Majeſty to avail 
himſelf of the ſervice of a reſpectable body of military force 
to put an end to Rebellion. Thoſe who thought they ought 
not to allow His Majeſty to have that advantage without examina- 
tion into circumſtances, and who chuſe to take upon themſelves the 
reſponſibility of riſking the fate of Ireland and of England, would 


give to His Majeſty advice accordingly. Thank God he was not 


of that opinlon. 


Mr. SHERIDAN explained what he ſaid with ener to te 


becoming a poſt of France. The right honourable gentleman had faid, 
that his obſervation was inconſiſtent with what he had faid on a 
former occaſion ; what he ſaid was perfecly conſiſtent ; he had ſaid 
that the Government could not keep Ireland while all the People: 
there were againſt the Government ; and that they could not change 
the People of Ireland with a change of ſyſtem. And as to what 
he had ſaid on uniting the People of England to ſupport Miniſters 


- againſt the French, they were not in the ſame ſituation as the 


People of Ireland. 
Mr. TIERNEY expreſſed his regret that the ſerious queſtion 
before the Houſe ſhould be treated with what he called a degree of 
| chearfulneſs, by the right honourable gentleman ; for if ever there 
exiſted a Miniſter in this country who more than another ſhould 


mourn for the country, it was the preſent he ſhould come down 0 
the Houſe clothed in fackcloth and aſhes, to find himſelf” obliged, 


in the fifth year of the war, and after an expenditure of above two 
hundred millions of money, to bring down to that Houſe ſuch a 

propoſition as the prefent. He then adverted to the cxrcumſtance 
of there being no official communication to the Houſe of the Re- 
bellion, before Parliament was called upon to take ſuch an im- 


portant ſtep ; this he conſidered as a ſerious omiſſion ; and ob- 
ſerved, that the right honourable gentleman ſhould be aware of the 
neceſſity and propriety of ſuch a proceeding, as he had ſerved an 
apprenticeſhip to Rebellion.— (alluding, we . ne, to Mr. Secretary 
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Dundas being in office during the A war) — he could not 
be at a loſs for the mode or form of making this communication ; 
for the caſe of communicating the American affair to the Houſe 
from the Throne, was directly in peint. He then begged that 
His Majeſty's meſſage to the Houſe on the 7th of March 1 774. 
might be read. It was accardingly read by the clerk, and is as 
follows, viz. 1 
« His Majeſty, upon information of the unwarrantable prac- 
tices which have been lately concerted and carried on in North 
America, and. particularly of the violent and outrageous proceedings 
at the town and port of Boſton, in the province of Maſſachuſett's 
Bay, with a view to obſtructing the commerce of this kingdom, and 
upon grounds and pretences immediately ſubverſive of the conſtitu- 
tion thereof, has thought fit to lay the whole matter before his two 


Houſes of Parliament, fully confiding as well in their zeal for the 


maintenance of His Majeſty's authority, as in their attachment to 
the common intereſt and welfare of all his dominions, that they 
will not only enable His Majeſty effectually to take ſuch meaſures as 
may be moſt likely to put an immediate ſtop to the preſent diſorders, 
but will alſo take into their moſt ſerious conſideration what farther. 
regulations and permanent provifions may be neceſſary to be eſta, 
bliſhed, for better ſecuring the execution of the laws, and the juſt. 
dependence of the Colonies upon the Crown and Parliament of 
Great Britain.” —/ide Parliamentary Papers, conſiſting of a col- 
lection of King's Speeches, Meſſages, Addreſſes, &c. ; and a cor 
rect collection of the Lords Proteſts, &c. &c. vol. it. folio 225. 


Mr. Tierney eontinued—Thoſe proceedings were ſuch 26 ſhonld, 
have been adopted on the preſent occafion. A week was then al- 
lowed before the King's meſſage was taken into conſideration: but 
how different was the mode adopted in the preſent inſtance? _ No- 
communication whatever was made to Parliament of the exiſtence. 
of the Rebellion; and the preſent meſſage containing a moſt im- 
portant queſtion, brought down to the Houſe one day, and ordered 
to be conſidered the next. 


times was different from that which now prevailed, A meſſage 


was not then { ſent down on the one day, to be conſidered on the fol- 


lowing. He was now told of machinations in Ireland, of the ex- 
iſtence of Rebellion, in which country. he was only informed by. the. 
letters to the Lord Mayor, and with no official documents on, the 


ſubject; he was called upon to pronounce Ireland in ſuch a ſtate as 


o juſtify the ſending out of the country a body of men, whom, in, all 


events it would be highly unconſtitutional, but, in the, preſent, caſe,. LY 


highly Se, to ſend. If Ireland was ſo ſituated AS that the pre · 


He then ſaid, that the practice of thoſe | 
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ſence of this body was effential to its preſervation, It became necef. 
fary for him to watch the intereſts of England. He ſhould not, he 
truſted; be ſuſpected of a diſpoſition to ſeparate the intereſts of the 
two countries; but if the intereſts of the one claſhed with that of 
the other, it became him to recollect that he was a repreſentative of 
England ; 2nd though no man was better diſpoſed towards the 
whole empire, and to ſupport the dignity of the Crown, he ſhould 
never conſider himſelf as juſtified in going the lengths propoſed, in 
which there might be danger to England. If the Houſe would 
give him credit, there was not a man in it who had leſs inclination 
to give countenance, to a Rebellion plotted in concert with the ex- 
ting Government of France. To Rebellion of all ſorts he had 
the greateſt averſion ; but his abhorrence was particularly great from 
one fomented by the French Government, at whom, as a friend to 
Liberty, he could not look without horror at the abominable con- 
duct of the French, whoſe latter actions had much altered his opi- 
nion of them: he once ſaw them engaged in a ſtruggle for the 
emancipation of millions of human beings, but they were now pur- 
ſuing only the diftates of mad ambition, and ſchemes of aggran- 
dizement. If the honourable gentleman ſhould attempt to con- 
vince him that the meaſures purſued in Ireland originated in the 
agency of France, he would have great difficulty, as he could not 
conſcientiouſly believe that France had any ſhare in them. Not 
having the opportunity of reference to official documents, he could 
only form his opinion on ſuch information as he was able to collect: 
for inſtance, he ſound that Lord Fitzwilliam was of a different opi 
nion, and that his Lordſhip had not formed his opinion from the 
conſequences of the meaſures which had been purſued, but that he 
now referred to letters written. three years ago, in which he urged 
the neceſſity of conceſſion to the, Catholics. Unfurniſhed with 
any official document, Mr. Tierney ſaid, he ſhould feel himſelf as 
much diſpoſed to give credit to the noble Lord, as to the ſtatement 
of the right honourable gentleman. It was certain that the People 
were in arms againſt the Government; nor was it eaſy to conceive 
how, having been ſeourged, burnt and maſſacred, they ſhould have 
any other feeling than averſion to the Government. 
he think of a Government by which General Abererombie vas diſ- 
miſſed, for adding to his other excellent qualities that of humanity ? 
He could not conſent to ſend troops to a country where one 


General was diſtniijed for his humanity, and another called to an 


account for ſparing four thouſand men. Was he to give bis ſane- 
tion to ſending freſh troops, the gentlemen and militia of England, 


to be commanded by what he called only a deſperate.Iriſh action! | 
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The right honourable gentleman ought to furniſh him with proofs 
that the riſing in Ireland was at the inſtigation of France. He cer- 
tainly did not oppoſe the intereſts of the empire, nor hazard the 


expoſing of that country to the riſk of becoming a poſt for France, as 


he did not believe chat ſending troops was calculated to prevent that 
evil which was only to be averted by gaining the affections of the 
People. He did not in this offer any oppoſition to the conſtitutional 
right of His Majeſty to ſend out of the country any of the regular 
troops; but when called upon to aid and abet in ſending troops to 
Ireland, he would not give a man, nor a guinea, until the true cauſe 
of the Rebellion was known ; and until he knew what were the 

meaſures which it was intended to purſue, whether of coercion'or 
conciliation ; he might, indeed, ſtand by a patient ſpectator, but he 
would not be an acceſſary. Viewing the queſtion in another light, 
the right honourable gentleman had ſaid, that he did not conſider the 
meaſure propoſed as unconſtitutional. Mr. Tierney read the pre- 
amble to the Militia Act, and obſerved, that that force was intended 
not only as 2 body for the defence, but that it formed a part of the 


Conſtitution of the Country, from which the greateſt advantages 


were derived. Where was a ſubſtitute to be found for this body ? 
He had heard a rumour that it was to be found in the Iriſh Militia, 
who were to be introduced here ; but this, he hoped, was untrue. 
It was the evident meaning of the act, that the men, if diſpoſed, 
ſhould not be permitted to leave the kingdom, as the tenor of their 
oath was to ſerve faithfully in Great Britain. No anſwer had been 
given to the argument which had been urged, that all the Regulars 
were not yet ſent out of the country, It was obvious, that a Militia, 
embodied for five years, was ſufficient for all domeſtic purpoſes ; and 
25 there were'three thouſand five hundred Guards, he thought the 
Militia were competent to do their duty. 
too; that thoſe who had offered to go, had no right thus to diſpoſe of 
their ſervices, ſince the Militia was a body, for the general defence of 
the country, and part of thoſe raiſed in Devonſhire belonged as well 
to Northurhberland as to their own county. He would ſuppoſe a 
caſe, that ſome officer might have large Iriſh property, and that, 
this might influence him; was he then to be furniſned with 2 
regiment of Militia to accompany him in his viſit to his tenantry ? |, 
He had on a former night objected to the Guards being ſent to 
Ireland, as, from the nature of the ſervice, they would return wore . 
ſoldiers, after living at free quarters, than they were when they 
went, Yet the Guards returned to excellent diſcipline. But what 


would be the ſituation of a Militia- man, who did not return to ſuch / 
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a ſtate of diſcipline, but went back to his little hamlet after the 
period of his fervice had elapſed, familiarized to rapine ? He then 
reprobated the conduct of Adminiſtration, in the rejection of the 
offer made by a noble Duke; and concluded by expreſſing his de- 
termination not to ſupport, by a ſingle man or a ſingle guinea, a 
Government ſo adminiſtered as that of Ireland, until ſatisfied that 
the Rebellion proceeded from the interference of France, operating 
on the diſcontented in that country ; nor would he ſend twelve 
thouſand of the Militia of this country to the aſſiſtance of men, 
whoſe conduct, he ſaid, had been moſt ſcandalouſly diſgraceful. 
Mr. WILBERFORCE aid, that though the ſubje& had * 
already ſo much diſcuſſed, he felt it neceſſary to ſpeak, 0 
entertained ſentiments different from any of thoſe which ” a 
heard. The objections which he had to the meaſure were not p 
as thoſe of the honourable gentleman who had ſpoken laſt, but they 
originated in the meaſure being unconſtitutional. He did 8 3 
| fider it in this light, becauſe the men having ſaid by their of p a 
they would ſerve in England, he conſidered them as preclude = 
any extraordinary ſervice ; but he meant in it ſomething more fo 0 
which was, the neceſſity that there exiſted of having always in is 
country a force, officered by gentlemen of property and chara 
He was fearful that a meaſure ſuch as the preſent would _—_ 0 
prevent gentlemen of that deſcription from entering, into the on itia, 
and thus that it would have an unconſtitutional effect. Wit w 
ſpect to the offer which had been made to Government, he f 
lieved that it was entirely voluntary, not proceeding m_ 8 
officers, but from the public ſpirit, the zeal, and the alacrity of t 
en. 
. conſidered the queſtion in this light, he was now 3 
to look at the other ſide of the argument. A Rebellion rage ah 
neighbouring country, which, under all our efforts to ſubdue 1 b 
ined ground. It was a known and experienced truth, that in 
conteſt of ſuch a nature, they who gain time, gain an 3 | 
and this was more particularly the caſe where foreign aid r a 
pected, He faw himſelf, therefore, reduced to the neceſſity o * 
cepting the means which Government ſincerely, and 2 _—_ 
intentions, offered to adopt, for the ſuppreſſion of that Rebellion, 
or elſe to give to the Rebels the advantage of delay. 


[Comnonxs, 


what-he had heard from a right honourable gentleman, that if » _ 
ual invaſion were on the point of taking place, he ſhould ne ren 
bring it forward. - As to the want of detailed accounts reſpe 
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the diſpoſition of the regular forces, that was a queſtion which 
would expoſe us to ſo much delay, that it would be a greater om 
than that which it was now. ſought to avoid. 

Mr. Wilberforce faid he wiſhed that a diſtinction ſhould be 
taken between thoſe gentlemen who regularly, and on all oecaſions, 
oppoſed the meaſures of Government, and thoſe who, on particular 
It was contended by the 
former deſcription of opponents to the meaſure, that the preſent ſtate 
of Ireland was owing to the miſmanagement of Government. It 
was a queſtion of morality into which he-ſhould not now enter, 
admitting the fact to be as thoſe gentlemen ſtated it, how far, i in ſuch 
eircumfiances, ſelf-defence was legitimate; but he called upon any 
gentleman to ſay, whether, in forbearing to quell the Rebellion in 


Ireland, the Houſe would be giving any boon to that country? 


Will he ſay, that by ſuffering the brave men whom we have ſent, 
to be cut to pieces, Ireland will be benefited? It was curious to 
obſerve how far the feelings of gentlemen were aQuated by motives 
of Party. He had always ſeen the Iriſh a barbarous and uncivi- 
lized people, nor had he ever ſeen any efforts made to civilize them 
Apologizing for this digreſſion, Mr. Wilberforce aid, 
that it had been recommended to try ſoft and lenient meaſures ; but 
was It a time to attempt conciliation, when a body of men were in 
arms? Would not ſuch an attempt have directly a contrary effect 
to that which was intended? But admitting that it was proper to 
adopt a plan of conciliation, it only became more neceſſary to ſend 
a greater force. A larger proportion of men was neceſſary to ena- 
ble Government to ſpare the effuſion of blood, and to bring for- 
ward, with dignity and the chance of ſucceſs, propoſitions of mercy. 
Mr. Wilberforce concluded by ſtating, that he found no alternative; 
a Rebellion raged ; and though, honeſtly ſpeaking, he found diffi- 
culties in the propoſed TIF and that the language of the addreſs 
did not exactly ſuit his-feclings, as not expreſſing {yftciently the 
neceſſity which induced N micaſiive; he ſhould give his ſupport to 
the motion. 

Lord G. CAVENDISH expreſſed his ſurpriſe that ' Miniſters 
were not prepared to meet every contingency, The queſtion was 
not as to the neceſſity of ſending forces, but as to the nature of the 
force to be ſent. He had heard no ſufficient reaſon for not ſending 
the regulars, nor any argument for breaking not only the' faith be- 
tween Parliament and the Militiamen, but between Parliament N 
the Country, and for deſtroying the inſtitution. 


Sir W. PULTENEY ſaid, that he agree! in ſome n | 
with both fides, 


He conſidered the future conſequences likely to 
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426 PARLIAMENTARY , 
reſult from the meaſure as bad, but he admitted, on the other 
hand, the very great evils that would reſult from delay. He agreed 
too, with the honourable gentlemen in thinking, that the hands of 
Government ſhould be very ſtrong before any conceſſions ſhould be 
thought of; but as we had ſeen coercion fail, ought we not to look 
for ſome other cauſe than the prevalence of Jacobiniſm, in order to 
account for the preſent ſtate of Ireland? He ſaw no avoiding 
ſending the Militia at preſent, but he thought that was no excuſe 
for thoſe who had brought us to this meaſure. . The neceſſity 
for it was great, yet he ſhould nevertheleſs deplore the adoption 
of it. 

Mr. MANNING was anxious that the meaſure ſhould be 
carried into effect with as much attention to conſtitutional princi- 
| ples as poſſible. He wiſhed that His Majeſty ſhould be empowered 
to offer a bounty to ſuch Militiamen as ſhould chuſe to enter, to fill 
up the vacancies in ſkeleton regiments ; that the Militiamen ſhould 
have permiſſion granted them ſo to do; that they ſhould receive a 
bounty: ſhould ſerve in their preſent uniform, which would give 
them aa very honourable diſtinction; and on their return, they 
ſhould have their diſcharge, or at their option ſhould remain in the 
regiment to which they were attacked. Thus, not a moment's de- 


| [Commons. 


lay would be occaſioned in ſending troops to Ireland, and thus 


having raiſed twelve thouſand men conſtitutionally, it would be eaſy 

to fill up the vacancies in the Militia from the Supplementary 

Corps, which had in many counties, he underſtood, been attached 

to the Militia itſelf. He ſhould vote for the amendment propoſed 
by Mr. Bankes. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS roſe to explain, but was prevented 

from proceeding by the Speaker. 

The right honourable DUDLEY RYDER was not precluded 
from again ſpeaking, he not having troubled the Houſe with any ob- 
ſervations on the amendment, which was a new- motion, and the 
queſtion then properly under diſeuſſion. He objeRed to the amend- 
ment principally on the ground of the delay it would create, and he 
was equally unwilling to concur in the propoſitions thrown out by 
by Mr. Manning, for the ſame reaſon. Much time would be loſt 
before the men could be drafted into the ſkeleton regiments, and 
formed and diſciplined in thoſe corps. But, on the other hand, if 
the Militia went to Ireland in their preſent ftate, ue would derive 
all the advantages arifing from the acquaintance of the men with 

each other, the knowledge the officers had of their troops, the confi- 
dence thoſe troops had in their officers, and their habit of obeying 


them. The united oy would act with more energy and effect 
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when they felt that the honour of their regiment was at ſtake, when 
they felt the neceſſity of bringing back the corps with honour to 
England, than the individuals would, if ſcattered in other bodies. 
He therefore objected to the amendment, on the ground of its ren- 
dering the ſervices of the men leſs effectual: but his principal ob- 
jection was the loſs of time it would create. The delay of a week 
only might be attended with the worſt conſequences. What twelve 
thouſand men could effect now, it might not, perhaps, be poſſible 
for twenty four thouſand to accompliſh a week hence. On theſe 
grounds he ſupported the original motion, acknowledging at the 
ſame time, that the ſuggeſtion thrown out by other gentlemen might 
be very fit matter for conſideration, in the future ſtages of the 
buſineſs. | 

The Houſe then divided : For the amendment, 47 ; Againſt 
it, 118. 

The original addreſs was then put and carried, 

At this time a meſſage from the Houſe of Lords brought in the 
bill for ſending the Militia to Ireland, which their Lordthips had 
paſſed. The Commons read it a firſt time, and it was ordered 
to be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 


\ 


dul June 20. 


! 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS preſented letters of offers of ſervice in . 


Ireland, from ſeveral regiments of Militia, 


Viſcount MALDEN obſerved, that an offer of ſervice had VER 


made by the regiment in which he had the honour to ſerve, but that 
he had not heard any mention made of it in the liſt of letters which 
had juſt been read. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS replied, that certainly ſuch an offer 
had been received ſo early as the month of April laſt ; but it being 
an offer to ſerve in any part of Europe His Majeſty might think fit, 
he could not take upon himſelf to conſtrue it into an offer to ſerve 
particularly in Ireland. 

Honourable George WAL POLE ſaid, he had always underſtood 
that Ireland was a part of Europe. 


Viſcount MALDEN confidered the offer to ſerve illimitable, 


and Government might make what uſe of it they pleaſed. 
The letters were now ordered to be laid on the table. \ 
General TARLETON thought it would have been better had 
ſuch of the Militia regiments as were willing to ſerve againſt Ire- 
land been drafted into the regular army. 
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8 3 | - PARLIAMENTARY [CoMmoxs, 
I be order of the day being read for the ſecond reading of the 
bil for ſending the Militia to Ireland, 

Colonel SLOANE expreſſed himſelf hn to find the Militia 
offering itſelf to ſuppreſs a Rebellion which threatened the exiſtence 
of this country; but he could not agree with an honourable General 
{Tarleton) that it would be right to draft portions of the Militia 
into the regular army, for it would be but making the officers of 
the Militia mere drill ſerjeants. 
 __ General TARLETON entered into a general oppoſition to the 

prineiple of the bill. He began by obſerving; that this was one of 
the moſt ſerious and important queſtions ever brought forward in 
that Houſe ; but the meaſure was net more objeQionable in a con- 
ſtitutional point of view, than as it would prove ineffectual in pro- 
ducing any benefit to the country. It was but a ſhort time ago held 
forth that this country was in danger of invaſion. How, then, was 
the ſituation of the country ſo ſuddenly changed? At this very 
moment the enemy were reinforcing to a conſiderable extent upon 
their coaſts. He found the Houſe not much diſpoſed to attention, 
yet, on a queſtion of ſuch magnitude, he ſhould deliver his opinion, 
although in ſothin a Hauſe. Gentlemen had ſpoken much of their 
loyalty : he had as much loyalty as any man in that Houſe—it was 
from this principle that he had offered his ſervices, which had been 


 rejeted—it was from this principle that he had bled for his King 


; and Country. He entreated gentlemen not to ſhut their eyes and 
ears to the true ſituation in which the country was now placed. By 
the ftatement of the right honourable gentleman, the Militia of this 


country had been eſtimated at one hundred thouſand men. Upon 


inveſtigation, however, this number would be found to be reduced 
to thirty-two thouſand, of which we were now” going to ſend away 
twelve thouſand. But why ſend away this number from the regu- 
lar Militia? Why were they not recruited from the Supplementary 
Militia? General Tarteton here enumerated the number of the 
Supplementary Militia and the Volunteer Cavalry, and declared the 
number of effective men, excluſive of the twelve thouſand which, 
by the-preſent bill, were to be ſent to Ireland, which were to defend 
this country from invaſion, would not amount to more than twenty 
thouſand. He then ſlightly glanced at the contagion which had 
taken place amongſt the horſes: of the Cavalry in Ireland. The 
Volunteer Cavalry in this cauntry had not, he faid, yet been ſuffi- 
ciently diſciplined ; and he related a ſtory of three officers who had 
fallen off their horſes, and thus ſhed their blood for their country. 
of the whole of the force to be muſtered in this country at this mo- 
ment, there were not more than thirty-ſeven thouſand men who had 


Jones 


carrie 
tion o 
that ſ 
(Mr. 
land, 
thouſ⸗ 
are at 
ſmall 
which 
ſwalle 
much 
in ext 


If he 
napar 
were 
could 
he cc 


the he 
theleſ: 
officer 
the ac 
the he 
there 
had c- 
tlema 
men 
noural 
a ſtory 
thus (| 
found 

tlemai 
ſervice 
that a 
officer 


have 


againſ 
let the 


JuNE 20.] 


tion of Ireland, upon which he ſhould not occupy. much time, as 


that ſubject had been ſo ably diſcuſſed by his honourable friend 


(Mr. Sheridan) on the preceding day. The military force in Ire- 
land, including the Yoemanry and othgr corps, conſiſted of eighty 
thouſand men, and thirty general officers ; yet the peaſantry alone 
are able to make head againſt them. What, then, would be the 
ſmall addition of twelve thouſand ? The expedition to Oſtend, 
which was a mere chimera of the right honourable gentleman, had 
ſwallowed up fifteen hundred men, whole ſervices would have been 
much more effeQual in defending the cauntry at this moment than 
in executing the chimerical enterprize in which they were employed. 


If he were to ſee the troops of Waſhington or Dumourier, or Buo- 


naparte, in the field, he ſhould know whether an attack or defence 


could not tell whether he intended offenfive or defenſive operations; 
he could find nothing but quibble. 
by conjuring the Houſe to look at the ſituation of the country five 
yeafs ago, and compare it with what it was now, through the miſcon- 
du& of His Majeſty's Miniſters, who, if they were to continue 
much longer in office, could not fail to reduce the country to beg + 
gary, diſerace and defeat. : 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS thought, that whatever high opinion 


the honourable General might have of his own talents, he never- 


theleſs hoped he would excuſe him for taking the advice of thoſe 
officers whom he had an opportunity of conſulting in preference to 
the advice of the honourable General, whom he never had yet had 
the honour to conſult. The honourable gentleman had ſaid, that 
there was not in this country above thirty- ſeven thouſand men who 
had carried arms for more than one year. The honourable gen- 
tleman was wrong in his ſtatement ; upwards of forty thouſand 
men had been under arms for theſe three years paſt. The ho- 
nourable. General, in ſpeaking of the Volunteer Cavalry, had told 
a ſtory about three officers who had fallen from their horſes, and 


thus ſhed their blood for their country, and had thought he had 
found a mare's neſt: but theſe corps, of whom the honourable gen- 


tleman had ſpoken ſo lightly, were zealous to come forward in the 
ſervice of their country. The honourable General, when he ſaid 
that an army of eighty thouſand men, commanded by thirty general 
officers, could not make head againſt the peaſantry of Ireland, ſhould 


have recollected, that in America the peaſantary had made head 


againſt a well- diſciplined army, and commanded by able officers — 
let the honourable General therefore Judge from his experience, and 
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FP” ar arms for more 1 one year. He next adverted to the baun | 


were intended; but from the honourable gentleman's arguments, he 


encral Tarleton concluded 
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ars 15 70% been recruited out of the volunteer 9 1 
The 17 becauſe it would have been againſt the law, 3 "= peg 
In regard to the expedition to Oſtend, upon whi e 
r General had animadverted, it ſhould be recolleQed that 
this expedition was not only undertaken by the advice, but by - 
earneſt entreaty of Sir Charles Grey, This barer = e 
off the commuication by water between the troops © > on 
and prevent their collecting their force. The the 3 re 
has been pleaſed to term this a chimerical expedition; Ae 
again, Mr. Dundas ſaid, he was ſheltered by military re be . 
5 A that expedition had been #07457 wp 1140 5 a | 0 
4 udgement. He concluded by contradiQi 
2 br General Tarleton, which, he ſaid, 5 8 po 
from ſome papers he held in his hand, relative to. e num 5 
ary corps. 
Adi JEKYLL ef that the right Webb gentleman 
had addreſſed his honourable friend in a tone of voice wb Ms! th 
lite to him nor reſpectful to the Houſe. The right . a 
gentleman had confidered the ſpeech of his honourable pr At 
attack upon him ; but what was it his honourable friend ha m 4 
he had ſaid that there were eighty thoufand effective wy * 15 
land, and twelve thouſand effective men were to on a «oh 7 a 
bill; if eighty thouſand were not ſufficient to conten 1 g ond 
e eee prota th 
e r addition e right hon 
Lee Lune hurt that the epithet We en este ee jodgr 
3 to the expedition to Oſtend: but let this e e ane 
and he did not know what other ep 
* e Wark not chimerical to ſend theſe troops 72 ſ = 
an expedition at a time when their ſervices were wanted erty 0 
Was it not chimerical that fifteen hundred brave ep tos 1 11 
= moment lying in the + wt the IM Bri : 18 
ect was not accompli y a lette ruges, 
HET that the Sluice of Sluykens was not blown up by = 79 
ſion, and the canal was ſtill navigable. He had 15 7 mat * to 
frotn the ri ght Honourable gentleman concernihþ' the ＋ 5 wo 
Valty; Bur child bill was brought forward and dener — — 
WW lte The rigfit Bene be gentleman ſeerned' e * 
which his honourable friend held in his hand, 'as e p - 
SHR fun BE not hve) "abtheiltic InformaribH, ae the right 
nourable gentletmaft fe rget t that this very paget Wis Tald 
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He would not now go into the particular topics that had this day 


been urged in favour of the mgaſure. He would, however, take 


this opportunity of declaring, that in obedience to the diQates of his 
own conſcience, and in compliance with the duty which he owed to 
the People of England, he muſt make all the ſtand he could againſt 
a mcaſure which flew in the face of the Conſtitution ; for no in- 
formation had been laid before the Houſe to guide its judgement on 
the propriety of the motion, which was attempted to be hurried 
through the Houſe without any thing like cool or mature delibera- 


tion, in the ſame inſulting and overbearing manner in which Miniſ- 


ters have carried by acclamation ſeveral other grave and important 
points. Many gentlemen had laſt night expreſſed their ſurpriſe at 
the introduction of this unprecedented meaſure ; but if they re- 
flected a little upon the conduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters - when 


they conſidered the meaſure of making every man's property ſubſer- 


vient to their control—when they conſidered the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas-corpus Act carried through in one day — when within a 
week they ſaw an effort to ſtifle the Liberty of the Preſs —when 
they conſidered all theſe attacks on the Conſtitution, they would 


ceaſe to be ſurpriſed. The word dutiful was introduced into the bill 


as characteriſing the conduct of thoſe corps who had offcred to ex- 
tend their ſervices beyond the conſtitutional limit ; but he would 
think them better entitled to it if they had ſhewn more reſpect for 
the Conſtitution, and for the oath that bound them down to a parti- 


eular ſervice. He could ſee no better grounds for the epithets which 


were given by the bill to the diſturbances in Ireland - they were 
there ſtyled an unnatural and wicked Rebellion. But unleſs proper 
documents were laid before the Houſe in proof of theſe aſſertions, 
how could the Houſe be juſtified in aſſenting to them, or to the un- 
conſtitutional meaſure, which reſted on no better ground than theſe 
aſſertions ? The preſent was the firſt intimation which he, as a 
Member of that Houſe, had received from the Executive Govern- 
ment, concerning the Rebellion in Ireland. And “ how can I 
know (ſaid Mr. Jekyll) but that his is a reſiſtance which the People 


Here Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſtood up, nl: mad on put in 
force the ſtanding order for clearing the Houſe of ſtrangers ; which 
was done accordingly, and none were admitted during the 5 remainder 
of the evening. 

The debate, continued for ET time; after which the Houſe di- 
vided on the queſtion for the ſecond ang of the bill— _ 

Ayes, 43; Noes, 1 1. Majority, 32. 


The bill was then read a third time and paſſed. „ 
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Anocher bill of an important nature was then brovght in; but, 
on the queſtion, for reading it a firſt time, 

-* General TARLETON obſerved, that it would be kighty inde- 
corous to proceed to the diſcuſſion of any buſineſs of importance in 
ſo very thin an attendance; and therefore he thought it his duty to 

move, that the Houſe be counted; when it appearing that there were 


not forty Members preſent, an adjournment of courſe took place. 


* * 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thurſday, June 21. 


They Royal aſſent was given, by commiſſion, to ſeveral bills ; 
ny among others, the bill for nN twelve'thouland of the 


Militia to go to Ireland. 


The following PROTEST Was nene upon al 1 of the 
Houſe, by the Duke of Noxrolk, againſt the bill, intituled, 
An Act empowering His Majeſty, for a time, and to an ex- 
« tent to be limited, to accept the ſervices of ſuch parts of his 
Mlilitia forces in this kingdom as may voluntarily offer them- 
765665 n to be employed in Ireland,” r into a r. 


2 8 5 40 DISSENTIENT, | 
Artist we Becauſe the Militia being the nts permanent 3 
force that can be lawfully maintained, and by its inſtitution in- 


tended ſolely for the defence of this kingdom, an offer to carry it 


out of the kingdom could not be made conſiſtent with the princi- 
ples of the Conſtitution, and ought not to receive 1 ne of 
Parliament. 

«c-- 2d Becauſe no communication relating to £7 5 havin 
ſtate of that kingdom, it can have no means of judging of the pro- 
priety of any meaſures to be taken: and the only ſource of informa- 

tion being private accounts and unauthenticated publications, which 
aſſert that ſcourges and tortures have in numerous inſtances been in- 
flicted to extort confeſſions and accufations, which illegal acts (being 
generally believed, and not having been contradiQed by Lords in His 
Majeſty's „ when called upon to do it) might rena tc tend to 
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excite thoſe inſurreQions which the application « of this force is in- 
tended to ſuppreſs. 

3d, Becauſe this bill has heen paſſed with a haſte. and pre- 
cipitancy, incompatible with the cool deliberation requiſite for a 
matter of ſuch importance, and contrary to the wiſe regulations and 
orders of this Houſe. 


„ NORFOLK, E. M. 


And alſo another PxorES7H againſt the ſame bill by the Duke 


of LEEDs., 


1503).4 +C() : 
«. DISSRNETERT, : 


&« Becauſe, convinced that the very exiſtence of the Militia, as a 


conſtitutional force, depends upon ſtrictly adhering to that great and 
fundamental principle on which it was originally eſtabliſhed, namely, 


the internal defence of the kingdom. 


« Becauſe, any departure (under whatever circumſtances) from 


conditions hitherto conſidered as ſacred, and on which every engage- 
ment reſpecting the Militia ſerviee has hitherto proceeded, muſt 
create: diſtruſt with regard to its future deſtination, and hereafter 
render it extremely difficult to find perſons of property and indepen- 
dence diſpoſed to ſerve as officers. | 

4 Becauſe, however laudable the offers lately ad by certain 
Militia corps to ſerve in Ireland undoubtedly are, it does not appear 
that thoſe offers can be accepted without manifeſtly riſking great and 
ſerious inconvenience to this country; afſd, highly important as it 
is to eruſn, as ſoon as poſſible, the Rebellion now unhappily raging 
in the ſiſter kingdom, the propoſed meaſure ſtill appears highly ex- 
ceptionable; nor can it be too much lamented if, from an unfortu- 
nate diſtribution of the forces of the empire at large, tranquillity 
cannot be reſtored to Ireland but at the EXPenco of the Conſtitution | 
4 Great Britain, 
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Tburſday, June gy +, 91 f 1. 0 pot th 


Mr. hikers ſaid, that a bill for the ag of three rl. 
lions of Exchequer bills had been brought up yeſtettlay, inn order to 
read a firſt time; bat there not having been a ſufficient number 

of Members preſent to conſtitute a Houſe, an a 88 took 
place; ; he then propoſed that the bill be brought" bp, Which was 
done, read a firſt time, and Grdered to be read A "fecond' time 
to-morrow. e n 

Mr. JEKYLL roſe to do away a Aſeprjeaan whichhe had 
made yeſterday i in a part of his ſpeech, wherein hie Had Hed de- 
fending the aſſertion of an honourable friend 6f ks (Genetal 
Tarleton) that the late expedition to Oſtend was 4 ufeleſs and chi. 
merical one. He (Mr. Jekyll) had then ſtated, on the authority of 
perſons whom he had ſuppoſed wete” compe etent Judges, that this ex- 
pedition was not attended with ahy Rackets, An that no damage had 
been done to the enemy's ſluices Which Hind! riot hae been 66 re- 
paired. , This morning, however; he had been waited upon by 

Captain Popham, who had confulted'with'a Captain! Winter; and 


he ated to 


Art the fl 
N was put an end to, except at the time f the inffux of 


th : tide tide z 4 that the maſon work was deftroy ed; and that the whole of 
1 a damages could not be repaired in Ieſs' than twelve months. 
eſe, circumſtances he thought it neceſſary to mention to the 
He in „order f to correct the mĩsſtatement which he had made; 
Hos d fo, not only with a view of removing any impreſſion 
that a might have received as to his having had 'improper 
motives in Rating what he did yeſterday, but for the ſake of thoſe 
braxe and. gallant officers who were now priloners in France, and 
particularly their diſtinguiſhed Commander in Chief, 'who was now 


languiſhing under his wounds— convinced as he was that they had 


* oi Th 


done as much as could poſſibly have been performed wy men in their 


At e ob © Hy: H ej Bibi 2 1: 12 3 DD 
151 Mt. See retary DUN DAS expreſſed his n of the ho- 


F rg arid Endid beliaviour of the learned gentleman on this 


= Sid tab certain that no gentle man would ever have im- 
55 407 5 lpteper monves to him in the ſtatemant he had mae 
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him, that from what he fiad Teen Hicfifekf, the works of 
fluices f had been completely demoliſhed that the navigation 
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Friday, June 22. ö 


General RL ETON { brought forward che tro following mo- 


tions, which were aſſented to unanimouſly: 
„That a return of the King's troops employed on the late ex- 
pedition in the nejghbourhood of Oſtend be laid before the Houſe 
That, a return of the officers and men, diſtinguiſhing their re- 
giments and corps, who returned from the expedition, be laid before 


the, Houſęn , .: „ "cd 


General Tarleton ſaid, VE was under the neceſſity, in compliance 
with the forms of. the Houſe, to bring forward theſe motions, in' order 
to enable himſelf to comment upon a ſtatement of yeſterday, as well 
as on the late operations in the vicinity of Oſtend. He cenſured 
His Majeſty's: Miniſters with confiderable ſeverity for their military 
arrangements, which produced nothing but misfortune and diſ- 
grace to the country. He imputed no blame, on the preſent octa: 
ſion, to the gallant officers or brave men employed on the ex] 


dition; and he, neither retracted nor explained away the epittit 


chimerical which he had uſed in the Houſe on Wedneſday laſt. 
Mr: W. BOOTLE moved, that the ſtanding order be enforced 
relays to the excluſion of rangers. | . 
Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, it was very extraordinary hat ſuch” a 
W as this ſhould be reſorted to: he knew that any Member 
of that Houſe bad a right to enforce the ſtanding orders of the 
Houſe; but he wiſhed the Houſe to reflect a little on the poſtibl ee 
of it — for any other Member had a right to enforee any 6ther fang. 


ing order, which would obſtruct the buſineſs of the Houſe in fuck a 


manner as to render impractica le | many of its preſent” rules of pra- 


ceeding. Perhaps ſome gentlemen were not aware of the extent bf 
the ſtanding order for the exeluſion of ſtrangers: for i it direQed, „bt 
only that no ſtrangers ſhould preſume to ſtay in the gallery, but 9, 
there were any found there, 1 in the lobby, or in any of the aveilits 
leading to the Houſe, ſuch ſtrangers, ſhould be immediately taken 
into the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms. Here he read tlie Wnöle 


: 10 . 747 
of the order, which is as follows: E Hts 2117 


ns : glia BITE. 111 


10 1. « 71 
oil ne 7. 4$h ORDERED, 29d v id. 1143 26 Homes add 


«© That the Serjeant at Arms attending this Houſe do, from time 


to time take imo hĩs cuſtody} any, Granger or ſtrangers. that all 
ſee, or be informed of to be, in the Houſe or Gallery, while. t 


Houſe;'or any Committee of the Whole Heuſs, is fitting 15 5 ö ar 


no perſon ſo taken into cuſtody, be Siva opt of fte Vice 
the ſpecial order of the Houſe. 
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The appearance of ſtrangers in the gallery was, he ſaid, the foun- 
dation for moving to enforce the ſtanding order. When that Houſe 
enforced the order, the Serjeant at Arms was bound, to take every 
man who appeared in the gallery, and in the avenues leading to the 
Houſe, into cuſtody ; which would certainly be a laborious duty at 


the preſent moment, fince the gallery was full of ſtrangers. 


This 


he ſtated, to ſhew the practical inconvenience of enforcing the ſtand- 
ing order; and he appealed to the Chair, whether he was not cor- 


rect i in his ſtatement as to the extent of this order. 


Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, that undoubtedly the ſtanding order was 
ſuch as the honourable gentleman had ſtated it; and it was competent 
ta any honourable Member at any time to move it; and the Houſe di- 
recting the order to be enforced, would preſume nothing but that the 
Serjeant at Arms ſhould execute the order in conformity to the com- 


mands of the Houſe; 


but although the order might be executed to 


its full extent, yet be apprehended it was competent to the Houſe to 


enforce its own orders either in all or in part; 


the Houſe would 


therefore determine, whether it would enforce the whole of the 
ſtanding order, or be ſatisfied with enforcing that part of it which 


to withdraw. 


Mr. SHERIDAN bid, it did really appear to him an 91 
ching to take ſuch ſteps as theſe to prevent the Public from being ac- 


quainted with the proceedings of the Houſe. 
that the practice of making public the ſubſtance of the ſpeeches of 


was ufual upon this n was, merely, to cauſe en 


He really thought 


Members of Parliament was a very uſeful and a very laudable prac- 
tice ; he thought the Public had a right to expect that indulgence ; 
he knew of no harm it could poſhbly -produce—much advantage 
had reſulted from it already, and the practice had continued now for 
many years without any interruption—[ Here there was a cry of 
no!”]—He ſaid, he knew there were ſome exceptions to 
it, but they were very few, and he thought it would have been 
better if there were not any, The practice of the Houſe upon ſuch: 

ons, as ſtated from the Chair, and ſtated very accurately, in 
enforcitig only a part of the order, namely, that of merely turning 
firangers out, was clearly, not only againſt the letter, but alſo againſt 


« No! 


the ſpirit of the order: 


the order certainly was, that ſtrangers being 


found i in the gallery during the proceedings of the Houſe, ſhould 
be taken irito the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms. It was now. 
and the inconvenience of excluding ſtrangers 
| confiderable as if at the commencement of a; 


late in the ſenon, 
Woöüd not be ſo 
| tenen! 


le wit v very much, however, that theſe meaſures were. 
wht forward ; but ſince they had been inſiſted upon, he 
; I9UpN02 bo neee KT eee | 
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maintained either that tlie wha of the order muſt be enforced ; ; ine 


which caſe every ſtranger muſt be taken into cuſtody, or that the 
order muſt be waved altogether. 


Mr. SPEAKER' ſaid, he ſhould proceed in this caſe as ; he- had- 
always proceeded, and as his predeceffors had proceeded in ſimilar 
caſes, which was, to order ſtrangers to withdraw. It was certainly 
competent to the Houſe to proceed to the full extent of the order; 
but he apprehended it was alſo competent for the Houſe to proceed 
in part only upon the order. However, the whole of the order muſt 
be enforced if the Houſe ſhould be of opinion that it ought to be done 
— [Here there was a x Cry of!“ No! no!” and © Withdraw! with- 
draw !'] i 

"Honourable GEORGE WALPOLE, with uncommon ks 
reprobated the motion for enforcing any part of the ſtanding order. 
He contended that the People had a conſtitutional right to be in- 
formed of the proceedings of the Members of that Houſe ; but it 
appearing that the honourable Member who had made the original. 
motion remained inflexible, he mould vote for the "waghe of the 
order being enforced; 

At this period the cry of Withdraw ! withdraw !” became R 


more loud; and in a few minutes the Serjeant at, Arms appeared in : 
the gallery, which was immediately cleared. 


jon 22.] 


Lord GEORGE CAVENDISH then roſe, and, after a ; ſhore. 


and emphatic ſpeech, introduced the following ſeries of reſolutions, 
as a proper ſyſtem to be adopted by the Houſe for the ſalvation oh, 
Ireland : 

1. « Reſolved, That, whenever this Houſe is called upon. to 
vote ſupplies of men or money, to be provided by levies and taxes 
on our conſtituents, it is our right and duty to watch oyer and con- 
trol the purpoſes to which they are to be applied. 5 TH 

2. „Reſolved, That this Houſe is ready to make every ener- 
tion in its power, to enable His Majeſty to repreſs and ſubdue al. 
TnfurreQions and Rebellion againſt his lawful authority—trufling . 
that His Majefty will temper acts of neceſſary ſeverity with Mercy». 


* 
* 


and rever loſe fight of that equitable and protecting policy” Which, 


by tlie redreſs of all real grievances, may ſecure to him, the loy Alty, 
confidence, and affection of his People. „ ny 3 

"290% Revived; That it is WE opinion © of this Hooks oor al: 
though at all tines we ſhall be ready, by all Juſt m Ne 905 main... 
tain the Unity of the Britiſn Empire, and our connection 80 


as a integral pft of that empire ; pet K e never ca ca 998 eve ORs 


is His Majefty's 8 Wim to Tuppo rt or coun tenance e Princip! 99 iy 
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country —a principle no leſs contrary to the fundamental maxims 
of univerſal Juſtice, than to the mutual intereſts of the two 
_— 

4. Reſolved, That, in the opinion of this SO it Is — duty 
of His Majeſty's Miniſters to adviſe his Majeſty, that he would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to repeat the recommendation he made through 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to the Legiflature of that kingdom 
in 1793, * ſeriouſly to conſider the fituation of the Iriſh Catholics, 
„ and to conſider it with liberality, for the purpoſe of ſtrengthen- 
ee ing and cementing a general union of ſentiment among all the 
« claſſes and deſeriptions of His Majeſty's ſubjects in ſupport of 
te the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution.” 

5. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that ſuch 
perſons as have uniformly, and on all occaſions, expreſſed their diſ- 
approbation of meaſures of conceſſion and conciliation, and under 
whoſe adminiſtration His Majeſty's kingdom of Ireland has been 
reduced to a fituation ſo imminently dangerous to the general in- 
tereſts, happineſs, and power of the whole empire, cannot be effec- 
tual channels of His Majeſty's royal grace and beneficent intentions 
towards their fellow ſubjects.“ | 
The noble Lord concluded with moving the firſt reſolution, 
Which was ſeconded by Lord John Ruſſell. 
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The ſpeakers were, honourable St. A. St. John, Dr. Laurence, 


Mr. Fox, Mr. Grey, and Mr. Sheridan, in favour of the reſolu- 
tions; and- Mr. Canning, Mr. H. Addington, Mr. W. Grant, 
Mr. Secxttary Dundas, and Mr. Serjeant Adair, ſpoke againſt them. 

The Houſe divided: For the reſolutions, 66 ; 3 them, 
212. Majority, 156. 

The other motions. of Lord George Cavendiſh were then ſeve- 
rally put and negatived. 

Mr. FOX then moved the following propoſition, which he had 
announced in his ſpeech : 

« Reſolved, That this Houſe, underſtanding it to be a matter 
of public notoriety that the ſyſtem of coercion has been enforced in 
Ireland with a rigour ſhocking to humanity, and particularly that 
ſeourges and other tortures have been employed for the purpoſe of 
extorting confeſſions —a practice juſtly held in abhorrence in every 
civilized part of the world—is of opinion, that an immediate ſtop 
mould be put to practices ſo diſgraceful to the Britiſh name; and 

that our beſt hopes of reſtoring permanent tranquillity to Ireland 
muſt ariſe from a change of ſyſtem, as far as depends on the Ex- 


ecutive Government, together with a removal from their ſtations of 


thoſe perſons by. whoſe advice thoſe atrocities have been perpetra: ed, 
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and with regard to whom the afflicted people of Ls feel no 
ſentiments but thoſe of reſentment and terror. 
The motion was ſupported by Mr. Sheridan and is neva 


ble Mr. Walpole; and oppoſed by Mr. Douglas, Mr. WY 
Mr. Setjeant Adair, and Mr. Secretary Dundas. | 


- 'The Houſe then divided: For the motion, 62 ; Again it, 204. 


Majority, 142. 


Adjourned at half paſt Eour O clock. 
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Walpole, Hon. G. 
Walwyn, J. 


Townſhend, Lord. J. 
Tufton, Hon. H. 
Tufton, Hon. ]. Weſtern, C. C. 
Vyner, R. Whitbread, S. 


Cavendiſh, Lord G. Tellers 
Ruſſell, Lord J. . 


Saturday, June 23. 


In the Committee on the Proviſional Cavalry amended Bill, 
Mr. ROSE in the chair. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS brought up ſeveral new clauſes allow- 
ing any ſubdiviſion of a county, that ſhall volunteer a body of Yeo- 
manry Cavalry of at leaſt three-fourths of the number liable to ſerve 
as Proviſional' Cavalry, ſo as to put themſelves under the orders of 
the General commanding the diſtrict, ſuch ſubdiviſion ſhall not be 
liable to furniſh any man or horſes for the Proviſional Cavalry, 
This produced a converſation, in which Lord Sheffield, Mr. Wig- 
ley, and Mr. Dickens, took part; and at the concluſion, 

Lord SHEFFIELD faid, the right honourable gentleman, who 


nad introduced this bill, deſerved the thanks of the country for his 


attention to it, and to all matters of the ſame nature, and particu- 
larly for his liberal invitation and candid reception of information 
from thoſe, whoſe experience enabled them to give aſſiſtance : that 
he had wiſhed the original Proviſional Cavalry Act had never ex- 
iſted : that he thought the preſent bill would render it leſs burden- 
ſome : he ſaid, the greateſt defects of the ſeveral acts which had 


- paſſed for the defence of the country aroſe from the Legiſlature not 


having ſufficiently defined what it meant to have. The conſe- 
quence of which was, that no two counties ated on the ſame princi- 
ple: in ſome parts, nothing was done, which, perhaps, was the beſt: 
but in general, as far as the meaſure had been carried into execu- 
tion, it was at a profuſe expence, and, as he conceived, much be- 
yond the intention of the Legiſlature ; and at the ſame time it had 
been perfectly uſeleſs : he added, too much had been left to the 
diſcretion of the Lords Lieutenants, who, we all knew, were ap- 
pointed, not on account of their military or other abilities, but 
on account of their rank in the Peerage : that too much opportunity 
was given men of indulging their county politics, caprice and reſent- 
ment, to the great prejudice of the ſervice : one inſtance in parti- 
cular was uppermoſt in his mind, which he ſhould mention, if by 
any means he could bring on a proper inquiry, and it was ſo extra- 
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vagant and unjuſtifiable, that he was ſure the Houſe would agree 
with him in the neceſſity of checking ſuch miſchievous abuſe of 
power, and that it was his intention to introduce in the preſent bill, 

if poſſible, ſome clauſe for that purpoſe : but he found that it could 
not now be done; he ſhould therefore delay it till a more proper 
opportunity, He wiſhed not to be underſtood to object to the diſ- 
cretion exerciſed lately by the Lord Lieutenant of Surry, or now to 
give any opinion on that ſubject : that diſcretion, in the firſt in- 
ſtance, muſt refide ſomewhere, and he did not know where elſe it 
could be placed : ncither did he mean to allude to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the county where he reſided (the Duke of Richmond), who 
certainly was as capable of his ſituation as any man in the king- 
dom, but he thought it full time to define, as far as it could be 
without detriment to the ſervice, the duty of a Lord Lieutenant : 

that there certainly was no neceſſity to ſuffer them to have powers 
which His Majeſty himſelf never thought proper to exert, which, if 
permitted, the militia certainly would not be a ſervice fit for a 
gentleman. 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR ſaid, that as he ſaw an honourable and 
learned gentleman who was at the head of the Board of Control for 
the affairs of India, he now gave notice that he ſhould in another 
ſeſſion of Parliament, when the ſubject can be beſt diſcuſſed, 
move for the production of certain papers reſpecting a tranſaction 
which, from the public prints, he ſaw had taken place in India, re- 
He ſhould be unwilling to ſay any 
thing againſt the Governor General, eſpecially in his abſence ; but, 
having ſome knowledge of India affairs, from a fituation which he 
once filled, unworthily, he ſhould think it neceſſary to bring the 
matter he alluded to before the Houſe— that was, the depoſition of 
one of our chief allies. He hoped that ſuch documents would be 
laid before the Houſe as would enable it to form a juſt opinion upon 
that event. What had been done might be very right or very 
wrong: he faid nothing on either fide upon that ſubject; and he 
begged it to be underſtood, that he threw no aſperſions on the Go- 
vernor General, he only mentioned this by way of notice of what he 
intended to do in the next ſeſſion. 

Honourable GEORGE WALPOLE ſaid, he hoped the mo- 
tion, which he held in his hand, would not be conſidered as having 
ſo inflammatory a tendency as to require the gallery to be cleared 
of ſtrangers. He then moved, that there be laid before the Houſe 


an account of ſuch ſums of money as have been granted by the Aſ- 


ſembly of Jamaica for ſettling the Trelawny Maroons, and alfo the 
diſburſements of the fame. He ſaid he did not mean now to give 
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notice of the ſpecific motion he ſhould make upon this fubjeR ; he 


ſhould hold himſelf at liberty to bring forward a motion upon that 
ſubject upon whatever ground, or in whatever ſhape, he ſhould think 
neceſſary, without farther notice. He took this courſe, becauſe he 
was miſunderſtood upon his notice on this ſubje& laſt year. | 


Monday, June 25. 


On the motion for the third reading of the Scots Diſtillery Bill, 

Mr. SHERIDAN roſe to ſtate his objections. He ſaid it had 
excited great diſſatis faction in Scotland, where it was conſidered a 
direct violation of the Articles of Union, which was a compact not 
to be violated. It was alfo a breach of faith with the diſtillers ; a 
ſevere hardſhip on thoſe who grew unmalted corn, and the applica- 
tion of the duty to the ſtock on hand he held particularly to be a 
very great grievance. The impropriety of the meaſure was farther 
evinced by the number of petitions againſt it, and therefore he 
thought that under ſuch an impreſſion it ought to ſtand over until 


the honourable gentieman who introduced it (Mr. S. Douglas) and 


his friends might be able to bring it forward free from ſuch circum- 
ſtances of general diſſatisfaction. Mr. Sheridan concluded with 
moving, that the 'third reading ſhould be poſtponed until next 
ſeſſion. | 

Mr. SYLVESTER DOUGLAS ſaid, the moſt attentive conſi- 
deration for three months paſt, and converſation with the agents of 
the perſons intereſted, within ten minutes before he entered, the 
Houſe, had convinced him of the propriety of the meaſure, and thut 
it would be received with general ſatisfaction. The poſtponement 
propoſed would be attended with the loſs to the revenue of two or 
three hundred thoutand pounds which would be left floating during 
the interval; and beſides, the duration of the bill was only to con- 
tinue until April next, and it would be competent for the honoura- 
ble gentleman to move next ſeſſion for. an abridgement of that 
period, if the inconveniences ſtated ſhould be found to exiſt. It 


did not apply to the ſtock on hand, but it was neceſſary for the ſe- 


curity of the revenue, that the ſtock fhould be taken, and was a 
meaſure that would tend to the improvement of the morals and in- 


duſtry of the people. Neither did the objections made to the prin- 


ciple, carry any weight, for inſtead of infringing the articles, of 
Union, it was ſtrictly conformable to their ſpirit. 


Mr. SHERIDAN faid, from a very late converſation he had 


with the agents, ſome of whom were about the Houſe, he ſhould 


. ſuppoſe the honourable gentleman muſt have miſunderſtood them, 
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He therefore propoſed they. ſhould, be called in, and if they con- 


ſented on behalf of their principals, he would certainly withdraw his 


oppoſition. The ſtock in hand, he aſſerted, had been already taken 
poſſeſſion, of, in the full confidence, that the Houſe would paſs this 
bill, a confidence which ſhould never be entertained, and the reſult 
of which he reprobated as a foul and unconſtitutional proeceding. 

Mr. SYLVESTER DOUGLAS replied, that his converſation 
was only with one of the agents, and that the delay could be produe- 
tive of no good. 


The Houſe then divided on Mr. Sheridan's motion : Ayes, 43 


Noes, 40. Majority, 36. 

Mr. Long brought up the Report of the Committee on the Tax.” 
cart Bill. Upon the clauſe being read for empowering the Commiſ- 
foners to aſcertain in what caſes Tax Carts ſhould: be rated to the 
fame duties charged on chaiſes, 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that if he had been in the Houſe at the 
proper ſtage of the bill, he would certainly have oppoſed. the princi- 
ple of veſting ſuch a diſcretionary power in the Commiſſioners, a 
principle which he conceived to be a very bad one in the ſyſtem of 
taxation. This power of the Commiſſioners to aſcertain who were 
and who were not in circumſtances to have their carts conſidered 
with reſpect to the tax as carts or chaiſes, if followed up to its full 
extent, would involve a man; in the greateſt difficulties. A com- 
miſſioner might as well ſay to a man who drank ale, “ Sir, you are 
a ſhabby fellow ; you can afford to drink wine, and, therefore, you 
fhall pay for your ale as if it were wine; or to a man who kept a 
dozen ſervants, and choſe to drive about in a little one- horſe chaiſe, 
« Sir, you can afford to keep a coach and. fix, and therefore your 
chaiſe ſhall be taxed as ſuch;“ and thus this principle of tranſub- 
ſtantiation might be enfrnied through all the articles of luxury and 
conſumption, in conformity with Lord Peter's doQrine in the Tale 
of a Tub—who ſays, „Here, take this cruſt of bread, it is an ex- 
cellent leg of mutton, and you muſt eat it as ſuch !” | 


Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY approved of what had fallen 


from the honourable gentleman who had juſt ſat down, reſpeRing 


the principle of the meaſure, which, he ſaid, approached very nearly 
to that formerly adopted by the Farmers-general in France, who 


compelled the people to take a certain quantity of falt, and pay for 


it, whether they uſed it or not. 
Mr. ROSE thought the principle of the bill was miſunderſtood. 
It was not a bill impoſing new duties, but a bill for relief. By ju- 


dicial deciſions, all perſons uſing tax-carts were held li:ble to the tax, 


and the preſent meaſure was intended to withdraw. certain deſerip- 
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Le of people from its operation, who wud conſequently be left 


to ſuffer, ſhould the oppoſition prove ſucceſsful. 


Sir CHARLES BUNBURY, Mr. WESTERN, and Mr. 


DICKINSON, ſpoke each a few words ; and on the motion, that 
the clauſe ſhould ſtand part of the bill, the Houſe divided: Ayes, 
30; Noes, 9. Majority for the clauſe, 21. 

Several other clauſes being put and agreed to, 

Sir CHARLES BUNBURY brought up a clauſe for the relief 
of perſons, who would be exempted in future, but who had already 
been ſurcharged by the Commiſſioners. 

Mr. ROSE urged two grounds of objection, the er in 
which it would involve the Commiſſtoners in aſcertaining thoſe per- 
ſons, and the impropriety of refunding money paid to the revenue, 
according to the true interpretation of the law as it hitherto food. 

The Houſe then divided on Sir Charles Bunbury's clauſe, when 
there appeared: Ayes, 23 ; Noes, 10. 


Which numbers, with the tcllers, not conflituting a Houſe, an 
. adjournment of courſe took * | 


3 


direct 
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REPORT reſpecting the SCOTCH DIS- 
TILLERY DUTIES. 


Lune, 11* die Funii, 1798. 
THE COMMITTEE, who were appointed to examine 


the matters contained in the ſeveral papers, which were 
preſented to the Houſe upon the twenty-firſt day of Fe- 
bruary laſt, relative to the Diſtillery in the different 
parts of Scotland, and to report the ſame, together with 
their obſervations thereupon, to the Houſe ; and who 
were inſtructed to inquire into the beſt mode of levying 

and collecting the duties upon the diſtillation of Corn 
Spirits in Scotland; 


H ave proceeded in the diſcharge of their duty with the perſe- 


verance and aſſiduity which were due to a ſubject nearly connected, 
on the one hand, with the morals, health, and induſtry of the inha- 
bitants of Scotland, and, on the other, with the important conſidera- 
tions of the publie revenue, and of the valuable pecuniary intereſts of 
a numerous claſs of His Majeſty's ſubjects. 

Their inquiries have unavoidably occupied much time, and although 
they have obtained a great deal of information' on all the material 
parts of the ſubje& referred to them, it has not been yet in their 
power to complete their inveſtigation of it to their ſatisfaction; but 
as it may be probable that the preſent ſeſſion is near its cloſe, they 
have felt it their duty to report to the Houſe the evidence which has 
been laid before them, as well by oral teſtimony as by documents 
and anſwers in writing, returned by different perſons to queſtions 
which they thought it expedient to propoſe, and to have circulated 
among thoſe who ſeemed moſt — to * uſeful knowledge on 
the ſubject. 

To this evidence they prefix a general ſtatement concerning a 
few of the moſt eſſential points to which their attention has been 


directed, and which, as they conceive, peculiarly deſerve the eonſi- 


deration of the Houſe. 
The corn ſpirits manufactured in Scotland are made, either Gs 
malted barley or bear (called alſo Bigg) which is a grain of the ſame 
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nature, but inferior in quality to barley; or from a mixture of 
ſuch malt and of barley or bear, raw orunmalted *. 

The malt, or mixture of malt and raw grain, being ground, 7s 
'maſbed in a quantity of hot water, which extracts and becomes 


impregnated with the ſaccharinè or farinaceous and fermentable part 


of the grain. The liquor ſo impregnated, called worts, is drawn 
off from the Grains and ſet to cool, and by the addition of yeaſt to 
ferment, and when fermented is called Walh. From this Waſh 
imperfect ſpirits, called Low Wines, or ſpirits of the firft extrac- 
tion, are diſtilled; theſe Low Wines are a ſecond time diſtilled, and 
the ſpirits, the produce of the ſecond diſtillation, are fold in Scotland 
for conſumption. In England, thoſe ſpirits of the ſecond diſtilla- 
tion or extraction are not uſed for dripking in that ſtate, but paſs, 
under the denomination of Raw Spirits, from the diſtiller to the 
rectifier, who, by farther diſtillation, prepares them for the con- 
ſumer. 

The mode of impoſing and levying the duty in Scotland, till the 
end of the year 1784, was by an actual account and ſurvey of the 
quantities of waſh, low wines, and ſpirits, made by the diſtiller. 
The duty was fixed at a certain ſuppoſed rate on the gallon of 
ſpirits, but was apportioned, ſo much thereof on the low wines pre- 
ſumed to furniſh, in the fecond diſtillation, a given quantity of 
ſpirits, and the reſt on the ſpirits actually produced. The charge 
was generally made from the Waſh according to the proportion 
fixed by law, which a given number of gallons was ſuppoſed to 
yield in low wines on the firſt, and in a on the ſecond diſ- 
tillation.—4 Anne, c. 12. 

From the. firſt of November 1784, the charge on the low 
wines and ſpirits was diſcontinued, and the whole duty rated on 
the waſh, the diſtiller, for every one hundred gallons of waſh, be- 
ing allowed credit in his ſtock for twenty gallons of ſpirits, one to 
ten over hydrometer proof. This mode was at the ſame time eſta- 
bliſhed in England, and is now in force in that part of the king- 
dom. In Scotland it was only continued for about two years. 

24 Geo. III. c. 46. 

The nature of theſe modes, and the ſtrift and conſtant ſurvey 
and accurate account which they required, gave great opportunities 
to the diſtiller to elude the vigilance or purchaſe the connivance of 
the exciſe officer, and the revenue ariſing from ſpirits in Scotland 


— 


1 


not of late years, on account of the high price of that grain. 


Wheat has beten ſometimes uſed by Scotch diſtillers, nn believed, 
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fell very far ſhort of what ought to have been — from the 
quantity known to be manufactured there. 

This inconvenience led to the adoption of a new principle in the 
impoſition and collection of the duty. 

The art of diſtillation was ſuppoſed to be ſo fully known, that 
perſons | {killed in it could compute, with ſufficient exactneſs, the 
quantity, of ſpirits which a ſtill could produce in a year, in propor- 
tion to its ſolid or cubic capacity, i. e. the number of gallons of li- 
quid it was capable of containing. This computation being made, 
and the amount of the duty meant to be charged on each gallon of 
ſpirits ſettled, the whole ſum a ſtill ought to yield in a year was eaſily 
calculated at ſo much for every gallon of its capacity. This annual 
amount was to be impoſed, and collected, under an annual licence 
granted to the diſtiller, who was to make entry of the number of 
cubic gallons to be contained in the Mill or ſtills he intended to uſe 
through the year, and the duty was to be paid by anticipation in 
ſtated inſtalments. By this means an aſcertained revenue would be 
ſecured to the public, and the manufacturer delivered from the in- 
terruptions and inconvenient interference and inſpection of the 
officers of Exciſe. 


The plan of licence was Firſt propoſed to be tied in the High- 


lands, but in the year 1786 an act paſſed, eſtabliſhing it all over 
Scotland, though differently modified in regard to the Lowland and 
Highland diſtricts— 25 Geo. III. c. 22. 26 Geo. III. c. 64. 
The duty on the cubic gallon of the ſtill in the Lowlands was 
firſt fixed at 3os. in the Highlands at only 20s. and there alſo the 
duty on the malt uſed in diſtillation, to a certain extent, was remitted. 
The reaſons for theſe diſtinQions were, that the grain in general in 
the Highlands is of an inferior quality, and the harveſts more pre- 
carious ; and that, in ſkill and capital, the manufaQurers there 
were alſo much inferior to thoſe in the Lowlands ; but to prevent 
the Highland diſtiller, who might poſſeſs ſufficient ſkill and capital, 


from deriving an undue advantage over the Lowland manufaQurer - 


in conſequence of the lower duty on his till, he was by law confined 


to a ſtill of a limited fize, to the uſe of a given number of bolls of 


malt, and to the production of a given number of gallons of ſpirits 
in the year; if he exceeded thoſe, he was to pay the malt duty for 
the exceſs of malt, and a duty per gallon for the exceſs of ſpirits. 
The allowed quantity of malt, free from duty, was 250 bolls, and 


of ſpirits not ſubject to the ſurcharge of duty, 1, 660 gallons. The 


ſtrength thoſe ſpirits were to be of, though a material conſideration, 

was left very indefinite. He was prohibited from buying grain or 

ſelling ſpirits in the Lowlands. The line of diviſion bereuen the 
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parts of the country thus denominated Lowlands and Highlands, 

was deſcribed by the act impoſing the duty on this new plan. 

W hat the preſumed amount of the duty fo aſſeſſed was per gal- 
lon of ſpirits, your Committee are not informed. It was thought 
about that time that a ſtil} could not be wrought or diſcharged, the 
year through, more than four times a week. The year before, viz. 
(1785) under the ſurvey, the duty was 2s. 1d. and in that year 
(1786) it was in England 2s. 6d. and Scotch-made ſpirits, which 
had been diſtilled under the licence duty, were to pay, if brought 
into England, an addition of 28. per gallon. 

In 1788, it having been found that diſtillation was carried on 
in the Lowlands with more difpatch than had been till then ſup- 
poſed, the Lowland duty was raiſed to 3l. Spirits made for the 
Engliſh market were, from that time, exempted from the licence 
duty, and charged with the full Engliſh duty on their importation 
into England. That duty continued to be 28. 6d. 99 Geo. III. 
. 

In 1793, the Lowland duty was again raiſed Gow 31. to 9]. 
and the Highland duty, which till then had remained at 11. to 30s. 
The Engliſh duty was then, both on Engliſh and Scotch- made 
ſpiris, 28. 1 1d. per gallon—33 Geo. III. c. 61. 

In 1795, the duty in the Lowlands was brought up to 181. and 
in the Highlands to 21. 10s.. the Engliſh ny being then 3s. 9d. 
per gallon— 35 Geo. III. c. 59. 

Between that period and the paſſing of the ſtatutes by which the 
duties now in force were impoſed, Parliament ſuſpended the manu— 
faQory of ſpirits throughout the kingdom, on account of the ſcarcity 
which then prevailed—25 Geo. III. c. 119. 

In 1797, the ſuſpenſion being removed, the licence for the 
Lowlands was fixed at 541. per gallon of the ftils The Highlands 
were ſubdivided into two diſtricts: in that next the Lowland diſ- 
tric, and divided from it by the former line, the duty was made 
91. per gallon; in the other, which was divided from this inter- 
mediate tract of country by a new line, deſcribed in the act paſſed 
for that purpoſe, the licence duty was made 61. 10s. under the 9]. 
licence, the allowance of malt duty free was to be 500, under the 
61. Tos. 450 bolls. The act did not ſpecify any increaſe in the 
allowance of ſpirits to be diſtilled under theſe licences, but it mult 
be underſtood to have been meant to have been twice 1,660 gallons 
for the 500, and in that proportion for the 450 bolls. The gut 
at preſent in England is 41. 3s. 4d. on the 100 gallons of waſh, 


| the produce of a quarter of grain, or 4s. 2d. per gallon of ſpirits, it 


the quarter yields the 20 gallons, for which the diſtiller has credit, 
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ad 48. 75d. if it yields only 18 gallons. The duty on Scotch- 
made ſpirits imported into n is therefore alſo 48. 74d. per 
gallon—37 Geo. III. c. 17. 37 Geo. III. e. 102. 
The licences at 54l., under which the Lowland diſtillers now 
work, will be in force till the 1oth of October next, and new 
annual licences, at the ſame duty, may be taken out at that time, 
under the act of 37 Geo. III. c. 17. The licences at gl. and 
61. 10s. for the Highland and intermediate diſtricts, run from the 
5th July 1797 to the 5th July 1798; but there is then no power 
to renew them, the act of 37 Geo. III. c. 102. having been only 


temporary, and made to expire at the end of a month after the com- 


mencement of the preſent ſeſſion. It has indeed been revived twice 


during this ſeſſion, but it finally expired on the firſt of May laſt—- 
38 Geo. III. c. 11. and c. 31. 


In this ſtate of the duties, the Lowland diſtillers in general re- 
preſent, that the licences are greatly too low in the two other diſtricts; 
that the two lines are not only arbitrarily traced in the preſent aQs, 


but incapable of being corrected on any principle of juſtice and ac- 


curacy, or effectually guarded at any expence ; that the licenſed 
diſtillers in thoſe parts exceed to a great amount their limited quan- 
tity of grain and ſpirits; that there are very many unlicenſed ſtills 
wrought there ; that both the licenſed and unlicenſed manufacturers 
buy grain, and fell ſpirits in great quantities, within the Lowland 
boundaries ; and that it was underſtood, when the 541. licences were 
taken out, that the law with regard to the two Highland diſtricts 
was to be altered, and the duty raiſed in thoſe diſtricts in the preſent 
ſeſſion. 


'The Highland Te complain, on the contrary, that 


the "Lowland diſtillers, by the improved rapidity with which they 


diſtil, and the various means they have found of increafing, in a 
fraudulent manner, the capacity of their ſtills, pay, in truth, much 
leſs duty under the 541. than they do at their apparently low duties 
of gl. and 61. ros. ; that the temptation to the Lowland diſtillers 


by the licence ſyſtem (unreſtrained as it is in regard to them by any 


limited quantity of annual produce) of making the greateſt poſſible 
quantity, leads them to neglect the quality of their ſpirits, which is 


contended to be very unwholeſome when they are diſtilled with great 


rapidity and a violent heat ; that the ſame temptation induces them 

to uſe a mixture of unmalted grain (which, independent of the ad- 

vantage of ſaving the malt duty, not only produces a great quan- 

tity, but alſo, as is contended, a much more unwholeſome ſort of 

ſpirits than malt alone), and to carry on their manufacture on Sun- 

days; and that, by theſe means, they fill the market, even in the 
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Highland diſtricts, with bad and noxious ſpirits, to which they have 
the art of giving ſometimes the appearance and name of Highland 
Whiſky, underſellipg the Highland diſtillers within the limits to 
which they are confined ; and thus at once rendering the ſuppoſed 
appointment of the 541. duty eluſory, in fraud of the revenue ; in- 
fringing the laws of religion ; and injuring the health and morals 
of the lower orders of the people, by furniſhing them with un- 


wholeſome ſpirits at a very low price. 


Your Committee have taken great pains in examining into the 
foundation of theſe different allegations. 

With regard to the increaſed rapidity of diſtillation, it has been 
proved to them, that by an improved form of a ſtill the work can be 
carried on with a degree of celerity beyond any former conception 
on the ſubject. An officer of the exciſe has ſtated that in one of 
the principal manufactories in Scotland (namely at the Cannon 
Mills, near Edinburgh) he has known the perſons who conduct 
it work off their ſtills in 15, 12, and 8 minutes; and he has given 
his reaſons for believing that they can keep up to the ſame rapidity 
of 8 minutes all the year through. At this rate of working by the 
year, Sundays included, taking the produce of the quantity of malt 
and raw grain uſed for each charge of the ſtill, and alſo the quantity 
of ſpirits produced at an average, the duty per gallon, 1 to 10 over 
hydrometer proof, would not amount to 6d. without reckoning the 
ſaving of the malt duty for part of the grain uſed ; whereas the diſ- 


tillers in the intermediate diſtrict, if confined to the legal quantity of 


grain and ſpirits, pay, even making allowance for their exemption 
from the malt duty, about 18. 6d. and thoſe in the Highland diſtrict 
above 18. per gallon at the ſame ſtrength. The above computation 
of what is paid at Cannon Mills may. and is contended to be much 
too low: it is ſaid that ſufficient allowance is not made for inter- 
ruptions from accidents, repairs, heat of weather, &c. : beſides, 
other Lowland diſtillers have not attained the ſame dexterity, nor 
conſequently equal rapidity in their operations. "This inequality 
produces an inequality of duty as paid by different manufacturers 
under licences of the ſame amount, a circumſtance much complained 
of by many; but from a due confideration of all the evidence on 
this part of the ſubject, it may be concluded, that, in general, in the 
Lowland diſtrict, they now diſtil with ſufficient rapidity to bring the 


duty per gallon to an average amount, not exceeding a in 


many caſes conſiderably under) 18. 6d. 

It is alſo eftabliſhed, that raw grain is more beben ee than 
malt, ſo that A quarter of barley, half malted and half raw, will 
yield more ſpirits than a quarter of the lame barley all malted, 
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The difference is ſtated by one of the principal officers of exciſe to 


be about one fifth. 


With regard to the unwholeſomeneſs imputed to the uſe of rapid 


diſtillation, and to the mixture of raw grain, that imputation is cer- 
tainly founded on an opinion very generally received in Scotland. 
Highland Whiſky is generally preferred as more wholeſome, as well 
as more palatable, than the Lowland ſpirits, and it is certainly dif- 


tilled more ſlowly, and from malt alone; but another circumſtance *' 


which renders it agreeable to the taſte of thoſe accuſtomed to drink 


It, can hardly be thought to render it more wholeſome, namely, the 
peculiar flavour derived from the peat uſed in drying the malt of 


which it is made. It is alſo to be obſerved, that there are people 
in Scotland who give the preference to ſpirits made in part from raw 


grain; and in England, and every where in the Northern parts of 


the Continent, a portion of raw grain is always ufed in making corn 
ſpirits ; for the manufacture of Dutch gin particularly, it is em- 
ployed in a much greater proportion than by any of the manufac- 
turers in Scotland. It is true that the Engliſh raw ſpirits are 
never drank in England till they have been rectified, and that the 
unmalted grain, chiefly uſed in manufacturing Dutch gin, is rye and 
not barley. - Le 7 d 

In rapid diſtillation it is more difficult to manage the proceſs ſo 
as to prevent the eſſential or vegetable oil of the malt, which has re- 
mained in the low wines, and comes off firſt in diſtilling them into 
ſpirits, from mixing in a degree with the ſpicits. The ſame is true 
with regard to the heterogeneous matters which come from the low 
wine ſtiil towards the cloſe of the operation, mixed with the laſt of 
the ſpirits. The firſt is called by the Scotch diſtillers fore ſpot, the 
ſecond Faints. Theſe matters certainly vitiate the flavour, and are 
ſuppoſed to diminiſh the whzleſomeneſs of the ſpirits ; but it would 


ſeem, that if the diſtiller uſes ſufficient dexterity to keep them from 


his ſpirits, they will be as true ſpirits if diſtilled rapidly as if they had 
been run off more ſlowly ; and there is reaſon to think that the 
great Scotch diſtillers have acquired ſuch dexterity to ſo great a de- 
gree as to ſucceed in attaining that object (which it muſt be their in- 
tereſt to aim at} better than ſome of thoſe whoſe mode of working is 
not ſo rapid. K 1 „ 
On the whole, as to this important and delicate point, your Com- 
mittee can only ſay, that ſufficient reaſons have not been Jaid be- 
fore them to induce them to adopt any decided opinion that there 
is a material difference between the wholcſomeneſs of ſpirits ſkil- 


fully though rapidiy diſtilled, and. from a mixture of raw grain and 


1. 


of ſuch as are manufactured ſlowly; and from malt alone. 
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The fact, that ſome of the Lowland diſtillers work their ſtills 


on Sundays, is not conteſted. This practice has given great and 
Juſt ſcandal in Scotland, and beſides the other and more ſerious ob- 
jections to which it is liable, it is obſerved that it increaſes the ine- 
quality of duty, under the ſame rate of licence, becween thoſe 
who do and thoſe who do not adopt it. 

The complaints made on the other hand, in regard to the 
Highland diſtricts, are in a great degree ſubſtantiated by the evi - 
dence. The ſame officer, who has been laſt mentioned, ſtates it 
to be his firm belief, that moſt of the diſtillers in the proper High- 
lands, and all in the intermediate diſtrict, greatly exceed their legal 
quantities of grain and ſpirits; and there is other abundant evi- 
dence, both of ſome of theſe in the intermediate diſtrict doing ſo, 
and alſo of their buying grain and ſelling ſpirits beyond the pre- 
ſcribed line. It is beſides proved, that ſeveral in the intermediate 
diſtrict have made very conſiderable advances towards the improved 
rapidity of working, by altering their ſtill fo as to approach to the 
ſhallow and broad conſtruction now uſed in the Lowlands, which, 
by forming a larger ſurface of the liquid under diſtillation, and ad- 
mitting of the application of the fire nearer to that ſurface, accele- 
rates the evaporation of the ſpirits to a very great degree. It is alſo 


certain, that much diſtillation from unlicenſed ftills is practiſed in 


thoſe diſtricts : this appears from the at, that no leſs than 859 
illegal ſtills were ſeized in the year 1797. 

The Commiſſioners, and ſome of the ane officers of exciſe, 
are ſtrongly inclined to the opinion, that it would be better to reſort 
again to the former mode of ſurvey. Their reaſons may be ſeen at 
large in the ſeveral ſets of anſwers they have given to the queries 
_ of the Committee, and Which are inſerted | in the appendix to this 
report. 

Some of the very conſiderable low country diſtillers inſiſt on the 
continuation of the licence ſyſtem as it now exiſts, with a correction 
of particular defects, and an extenſion of the high duty to the High- 
land diſtricts; other low country diſtillers would alſo have the ra- 
pidity of diſtillation and the uſe of raw grain prohibited by law. 

Thoſe of the Highland diſtricts wiſh, in general, for the reſtora- 
tion of the plan of ſurvey; while others recommend a combination 

of the two ſyſtems. The abolition of the lines of demarcation is 
urged by the Lowland diſtillers in as far as reſpects the difference 
of the licence duty, and it ſeems to be wiſhed for by thoſe of the 


Hizhlands, in regard to the prohibition of the purchaſe of grain and 


ale of ſpiuuts bey ond thoſe lines. The extent of both the lines 1s 
not 1:\s than 420 miles. | 


DEBATES. | 463 


The principle and advantages of the licence ſyſtem have been 
already ſtated, and alſo ſome of the diſadvantages attending it; ſe- 
veral others have been infiſted on. It cannot be made completely 
excluſive of ſurvey, for, under its operation the officer muſt ſtill 


have acceſs to the works of the diſtiller, to ſee that no arts are uſed 


for increaſing the effective fize of his diſtilling apparatus beyond the 
licenſed capacity; to examine whether ingredients, which the corn 
diſtiller is prohibited under his corn licence from uſing, are not em- 
ployed, ſuch as foreign cyder, melaſſes, &c. ; and to take care that 
the waſh is not heated before it is put into the ſtill. It has been 
found that it is not applicable to a great part of Scotland, unleſs 
united with a ſurvey, which, to be effeQual, muſt be as ſtrict as if 
there were no licence duty there. But the moſt ſtriking objeRion of 
all ſeems to be that already mentioned, as ſo much relied on by its 
opponents, viz. the difficulty, or rather impoſſibility, of making it 
an equal tax on the commodity manufactured. It is ſaid, in anſwer 
to this, that if an ingenious manufacturer diſcovers methods of accc- 
lerating his work, he is entitled to the profit he thereby gains; but 
the objeQors reply, that the greater profit in that caſe ſhould ariſe 
from the ſale of a greater quantity of the commodity, and the power 
of underſelling others, by ſaving labour and other expences, and 
not from contributing a ſmaller + * proportion of duty to the public 
revenue. 

If by a preſeribed form and ſize of ſtill, or mode of diſtillation, 
the Legiſlature could aſeertain, and limit within accurate bounds, 
the rapidity of working, the inequality ariſing from the licence ſyſ- 
tem might be obviated; but it may be urged with a conſiderable 


ſhew of reaſon, that where it. is not thought expedient to prohibit a 


manufaQory, you ought not in ſound policy to tell the manufac- 
turer, © though you may dedicate your time, money, and ingenuity 
to that manufacture, yet you ſhall derive from it but a partial and 
ſtinted benefit. It is not contended by any perſon, that the diſtil- 
lation of ſpirits ſhould be totally prohibited; it is indeed the gene- 
ral opinion, that it is wiſe, in a political as well as financial view, 
to impoſe ſuch a duty on that manufaQory as will raiſe the price to 


the conſumer high enough to prevent the exceſſive uſe of it by the 


poor, to which exceſs, infinitely more than to any matters which a 
particular mode of manufacture may extract from the grain, and 
leave mixed with the ſpirits, muſt be imputed their ill conſequences 


to health and morality ; but it may be well doubted, whether you 


ought by law to go farther, and hamper the manufaQurer in his 
exertions to act (under ſuch duty) on the common principles by 
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which trade and manulp&ires* in general are pan and 
flouriſh...” 


_- Phe —_ as of back ſyſtems, 4 3 Already there 


in ſome degree exiſts in the Highland diſtricts a local example, and 


obviouſly, defeQive becauſe local, would, as is inſiſted by its advo- 


cates, ſecure to the revenue the larger part of the duty by the licence, 
and at the ſame time, by taking an account of the amount actually 
diſtilled, and charging the extra quantity at the rate at which the 
licence had been calculated, all manufaQturers would pay alike, and 
the temptation to rapid diſtillation, if that ſhould be thought to pro- 
duce unwholeſome ſpirits, would be in a great meaſure taken away. 
The diſtiller would indeed again become ſubje to ſtrict ſurvey, 
but would not in that reſpect be in a worſe condition than the 
brewer, ſoap-boiier, candle- maker, & c.; and if the expence ſhould 
be greater, notwithſtanding the great ſaying which it may be ſup- 
| poſed would accrue from the abolition of the lincs of demarcation, 
that expence, it is contended, would be fully compenſated by an in- 
creaſed revenue; the former frauds and colluſion might be pre- 
vented by a new and improved ſyſtem of checks, by a careful choice 
of officers, whoſe increaſing acquaintance with the art would enable 


them to ſuggeſt ſtill farther . improvements in that ſyſtem, and by 


better appointments, to render thoſe officers more independent. 


YOUR Committee having ſtated, in the beginning of this re- 
port, that they have not been able to complete their inveſtigation of 
the ſubject referred to them, think it their duty to abſtain from giv- 
ing any opinion on the propriety of adopting, by a permanent law, 
any one of the modes of aſſeſſment and collection which have been 
mentioned, in preference to the others; but as from the actual 
fituation of the licences, the Legiſlature may think ir nceeſſary, be- 


fore the end of the preſent ſeſſion, to make ſome regulations of a 


temporary nature, they will, before concluding their report, ſtate 
certain matters which it may be material to bring under the more 
W view of the Houſe. 

In what has been ſaid on the different degrees of celexity with 
0 different diſtillers work their ſtills, it has appeared that the 


ſame quantities of ſpirits of the ſame. ſtrength have paid, under the 


exiſting law, different rates of duty. As to how much duty it was 


meant that cach gallon ſhould pay, your Committee cannot, form. 
any judgement ; but it is the idea of the principal officers of the 


exciſe who have attended, and whoſe intelligent and laborious al- 


fifties juſtly merits the favourable e of your wr Os 
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that ſpirits, 1 to 10 over hydrometer proof, might, in Scotland, pay 


a duty of 38. per gallon, leaving an ample profit to the manufac. 
turers—the Commiſſioners ſay, at leaſt 28s. 3d. —ſome of the prin- 
cipal people concerned in the trade, 2s. It has appeared above, 
that ſpirits in Scotland muſt pay 48. 74d. if imported into England, 


and ſome of the manufaQurers now work for the London market. 


It has alſo already appeared, that the ſpirits now on hand have not, 
at an average, paid more than 1s. Od. per gallon; and from an ac- 
count tranſmitted by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe and hereto an- 
nexed, of the quantity of ſpirits in the ſtocks of the diſtillers, dea- 
lers, and retailers, the firſt taken by computation, the two others 
by actual ſurvey, it has been calculated. that the amount of thoſe 
ſtocks, on the 1oth of October next, will probably be from two to 
three millions of gallons, hydrometer proof, equal to from 
1,800,000 to 2,000,000 one fo ten over that proof. If the 
number of families in Scotland are, as has been calculated, about 
zoo, ooo, eight gallons by the year to each family would amount 
to 2,400,000 in the whole, 

2. It has been decided lately by the Houſe of Lords, in the 
cauſe Eaſton and others verſus Brown and others, Commiſſioners of the 
Exciſc, on a writ of error from the Court of Exchequer in Scotland, 
that to carry on diſtillation on Sundays is as little warranted by the 
acts of Parliament concerning the diſtillery duties, as it is by the 
laws of Chriſtianity ; but as the exiſting ſanctions of the common 
or ſtatute Jaw do not ſeem ſufficient to prevent a practice ſo repre- 
henſible, your Committee cannot help recommending to the eonſi- 
deration of the Houſe, how far ſome more effectual proviſion for 
that purpoſe ſhould not be enacted. ES: 

3. It has been ſuggeſted to ' Your Committee, that if the raw 
grain uſed in diſtillation were to be made ſubject tg the malt duty, 
and the limited exemptions from that duty in the Highland diſ- 
trits taken away, ſuch a meaſure might operate to encourage the 


brewery, which is generally conſidered as a manufacture more fa- 


vourable to health than that of the diſtillery. 
4. By the preſent licence ſyſtem, the Lowland diſtiller is not 
ge to obtain an exciſe permit for the removal of ſpirits from his 


| diſtillery ; he is only bound to accompany them with a certificate 


by —_— that they are of his manufacture. The abuſes practiſed 


122 


* 


_ 


* Some calculations make them 300,000, others 350,000, or, reckon- 


Ing five perſons in each family,” 1,500,000, and 1,750,000 perſons. The 
lateſt calculation of the number of perſons is 1,547,729» 
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under theſe certificates, by colouring the tranſportation of Highland... 


made ſpirits into the Lowlands, &c. are ſtated in the evidence; and 
it is the urgent recommendation of the Board and Officers of Exciſe, 

that the uſe of them ſhould be immediately aboliſhed, and the ex- 
ciſe permits ſubſtituted in their place—21 Geo. III. c. 86. 
6 Geo. I. c. 21. 


YOUR Committee will now conclude, by expreſſing their hope 

and belief, that if the Houſe in their wiſdom ſhould think fit, early 
n a future ſeſſion, to direct a farther inveſtigation of this ſubject, 
what remains towards completing the neceſſary inquiries might be 
ſoon accompliſhed, and a foundation laid whereon to form a law 
calculated to reconcile contending parties and intereſts, and aboliſh 
invidious local diſtinctions, without negleRing the due conſideration 
of the circumſtances which gave riſe to thoſe diſtinctions in the ac- 
tual ſcheme of the duties on the diſtillation of corn ſpirits in 
Scotland. | | q 
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OFFE RS 3 from Regiments 1 
MILITIA in Great Britain, to extend 


their Services to Ireland. 


— 


Copy of a LETTER from the Right Honourable Lord 


CHARLES SPENCER, Colonel of the Oxfordſhire Regiment 
of Militia, to His Royal Highneſs the Duxz of TORK 
dated Ipſwich, 18th June, 1798. 


Sil, * 


Ir is with the greateſt ſatisfaction, I have the honour to commu- 
nicate to your Royal Highneſs, the genuine and unſolicited offer of 
the non-commiſſioned and privates of my regiment. 

I am allo requeſted, by every officer of my regiment, to entreat 
your Royal Highneſs, to do them the honour of aſſuring His Ma- 
jeſty, that they are actuated by the ſame zeal and loyalty, and 
equally with the non-commiſſioned officers and privates, _ and 
willing to ſerve in Ireland. - 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your Royal Highneſs's moſt obedient 
And dutiful ſervant, 
; 15 (Signed) C. SPENCER. 
To His Reyal Highneſs the Duke of York, | 
Commander in Chief, Ic. &c. &c. 


Ipſwich Barracks, June I sch, 1798. 
MAY it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs, to lay before His Majeſty 


the voluntary offer of the non-commiſſioned officers, and privates of 
the Oxfordſhire regiment of Militia, to embark immediately for 


Ireland. 


Signed (for ſelf) and the reſt of non-commiſſioned 
officers and privates, 
G. LAMBERT), Serjeant Major. 
His Real Highneſs the Duke of Vert, | 
Sc. Sc. &c. | | 
| «0x3 | 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


© Copy ny a LETTER FRED Major Eowanns of * Royal 
Carnarvm Regiment of Militia, to his Royal Highneſs 


Field Marſhal the Duke of York, &c. &c. &c.—dated 


Farcham Barracks, 18th June, 1 798- 


SIR, 


— 


FE officers, non- commiſſioned officers, and privates * the 
Royal Carnarvon Militia, which I have the honour to command, 
' * having unanimouſly made an offer to extend their ſervices, and te. 

| Gred that I ſhould communicate their wiſh to your Royal Highneſs, 

T beg leave to ſay, that they are now ready to embark for Ireland, 
and to co-operate with His Majeſty's forces in that kingdom, in any 
manner in which they can be rendered ſerviceable or uſcful. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your Royal Highneſs's 


Moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
(signed) RD. EDWARDS, 
Major R. Carnarvon Militia, 


\ 


Copy of a LETTER from the Honourable ARTHUR Pacer, 
commanding the Angleſea Militia, to Colonel BRowNK1GG 
'—dated Uxbridge Houſe, 18th June, 1798. 


Six, 


I Have to nave that you will acquaint 155 Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of York, that in a letter I have this morning received from 
the commanding officer of the Angleſea Militia, I am authorized to 
make an offer of the ſervices of the whole of the old corps, and of 


the 


ſupplementary (with the exception of a very few. who have 


wives and large families, and whom TI ſhould at any rate have 
wiſhed to leave behind), if His Majeſty ſhould nk e to em- 
oy them | in Ireland. 


"'F have the Aer to be, 


178 NH 151 2 n 4 Your moſt Faehifult ſervant, 


ue! ARTHUR PAGET. 


p 


— 


* 
the 1] 
anxio 
count! 
may b 
to the 
luppor 
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_ Copy of a LETTER from the Marquis of Buck1ncnan, 
Colonel of the Royal Bucks (or King's own) Regiment of 
Militia, to his Royal Highneſs the Dukx of YoRk—dated 
Old Barracks, Chelmsford, 1 2th June, 1798. 


SIR, ; 2 


THE encloſed paper having been delivered to me e this morning 
en Parade by my Serjeant Major, I do not loſe a moment in tranf- 
mitting it to your Royal Highneſs, with my humble requeſt that you 
will have the goodneſs to lay before the King, this dutiful teſtimony 
of their zeal for the public ſervice, and of their perſonal attachment 
to His Majeſty. It is likewiſe due to theſe gallant ſoldiers, that I 
ſhould add, that the eager wiſhes of my officers, that the regiment 
might be employed in Ireland, if the wiſdom of Parliament ſhall 
permit it, could not in the ſlighteſt degree have influenced the 
conduct of the ſoldiers, as their offer has been drawn up by them- 
ſelves, and has been made without the flighteſt « communication with 
their officers. © ; 


| Your Royal Highneſs is the beſt judge in what manner this 


offer can be made uſeful to the public ſervice, but the ſpirit and 


loyalty of the regiment will be much diſappointed, if it ſhodld not 
be deemed expedient by Parliament to enable His Majeſty to accept 
their ſervices. 
I have the honous to be, with the higheſt n 
Sie, £147 
Your Royal Highneſs's very faithful 
And very devoted humble ſervant, 
(Signed) | NUGENT BUCKINGHAM. 


— * . 4 © # 


Ot Barracks, Chemlsford, 1 2th 1 1 798. 


WE the non-commiſſioned officers, drummers, and privates as 
the Royal Bucks (or King's own) regiment of Militia, always 
anxious to ſhew our loyalty to our beloved King, and to fight our 
country's battles in any part of Great Britain or Ireland where we 
may be moſt uſeful, requeſt our Colonel to offer our humble ſervices 
to the Duke of York, to embark for Ireland with our officers, in 
ſupport of our fellow ſubje cis in Ireland, againſt the Frenchmen and 
Traitors now in Rebellion there. 

Signed by all-the Staff and Pay Serjeants, | 

Drum Major, and ſenior Corporals of 

the Ut 


6 


wt PARLIAMENTARY 


Copy of a LETTER from Licutenant-colonel BrappyYLL, 

of the Royal Lancaſbire Regiment of Militia, and com- 
manding the Weſtern Battalion of Grenadiers, to Colonel 
BROWNRIGG— dated Maker Heights, 16th June, 1798, 


SIR, 

I Have the honour to inform you, for the information of his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of York, that the whole of the non- 
commiſſioned officers and private ſoldiers of the Royal Lancaſhire 
regiment of Militia, now under my command, have this morning 
preſented me with rolls of their reſpective companies, hgned by 
themſelves, deſiring me to make an offer of their ſervices in Ire- 
land. Though I am well aware the a& of Parliament, as it now 
ſands, will not admit of their going out of Great Britain, yet I 


truſt their ignorance of this circumſtance will not leſs ſhow their 


loyalty and good diſpoſition. Should, however, the prefent perilous 
fituation of the times demand any alteration in the act of Parlia- 
ment, and the thing be rendered practicable, permit me, in their 


name, to ſolicit that they may ſtand firſt for ſervice; and in my 


own, that I may have the honour to act with them. I have the 
honour to incloſe you the roll of the Grenadier company, for the 
peruſal of the Commander in Chief. | 
I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 
 - WM. BRADDYLL, | 

| Lieutenant-colonel Royal Lancaſhire regiment 

of Militia, and commanding Weſtern Bat- 
To Colmel Brownrigg, talion of Grenadiers. 
Oc. Se. Sc. | 


Maker Heights, 15th June, 1798. 
WE the underſigned non-commiſſioned officers and privates of 


Captain Bootle's company of Lancaſhire Grenadiers, forming part 


of the Weſtern battalion of Grenadiers, under the command of 
Licutenant-colonel Braddyll, being ſtrongly imprefſed with a ſenſe of 


our duty, do volunteerly ſtand forward, deſiring you will be fo kind 


as to offer our ſervices to his Royal Highneſs the Commander in 


Chief, informing him, that the barbarous uſage our loyal brothers 


have met with in the ſiſter kingdom, has led us to come forward 


with a wiſh to oppoſe all jacobine and rebellious principles, and that 


we could with, ſhould our ſervices be wanted, to ſerve our Monarch 
in any part of that kingdom that he ſhall think proper to ſend us. 

Signed by all the non-commiſſioned Officers and 

| Privates of the Grenadier Company of the 

I Royal Lancaſhire Regiment of Militia. 


DEBATES. = 


Copy of a LETTER from his Grace the Duxe of Rur- 
' LAND, Colonel of the Leicefterſhire Militia, to Colonel 
BROwWNRICG - dated 18th June, 1798. 


" 


| 1 Beg leave to acquaint you, for the information of his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of York, that I have this morning received a 
letter from Mr. Cheſelden, my Lieutenant-colonel in the Leiceſter- 


ſhire Militia, ſtating, that on Friday laſt the privates and non- 


commiſſioned, officers in the regiment, unanimouſly offered their 
ſervices to embark for the defence of Ireland, and requeſting that 
their offer might immediately be made known to his Royal High- 


. neſs. Owing to a miſtake, the official paper was not ſent to me, 


but I have diſpatched an expreſs for it, and ſhall hope to ſend it to 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York to-morrow, as well as a re- 
port of the number of men that are fit for ſervice. My fear leſt 
the application might be too late, will, I * be a ſufficient excuſe 


for my troubling you with this. 


I have the honour to remain, 
3 
Your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 


75 (Signed) RUTLAND, 


Son: Yaxley Barracks, 16th June, 1798. 


WE, the non-· commiſſioned officers and privates of the Leiceſter- 
ſhire regiment of Militia, commanded by Colonel his Grace the- 
Duke of Rutland, being defirous of ſhewing our attachment and 
loyalty to our King and Country, do hereby volunteer our ſerviees 


to march immediately for Ireland, and we deſire our Serjeant Major 


to lay our requeſt before Lieutenant-colonel Cheſelden, as the ſenſe 


of the whole, requeſting him. to tranſmit the fame to Colonel his 
Grace the Duke of Rutland. 


Te Lieutenant clone! Cheſelden, 
Leiceſterſhire Militia, Se. 
0 ne nie 


I PARLIAMENTARY 


+ Copy of a LETTER from Major 15 of the 2 
ꝛiclhſbirr Militia, to the Marquis of HERT FoRb—dated 
Chelmsford, 1 2th June, 1798. | 


My Lox, 


J Have much pleaſure in informing you, that this morning the 
whole of the non-commiſſioned officers and privates came forward 
to requeſt a tender of their ſervices might be laid before his Roval 


Highneſs the Duke of York, or His Majeſty, expreſſing their moſt | 


earneſt deſire to be immediately employed in Ireland, or in any other 
part of His Majeſty's dominions where their ſervices might be moſt 
uſeful. The very proper and handſome manner in which they 
communicated this, added credit to their offer. I aſſured them J 
would make your Lordſhip immediately acquainted with their 
wiſhes, and that I had no doubt but you would lay them before his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of York, and their Sovereign. No lan- 
guage can be too ſtrong to paint the warm deſire and feelings of the 
regiment upon this buſineſs. Every officer here enjoyed the ſame 
heart-felt ſatisfaction on the occaſion which I did myſelf, and I am 
empowered by them to add their ardent wiſhes, that your Lordſhip 
will immediately lay the offers of both officers and men before the 
Commander in Chief. 
| I certify the above to be a true copy, 
(Signed) HERTFORD. 


— —½-¼—- — 


Copy of a LETTER from Lieutenant. colonel Jonx Ra- 
© /VENSCROFT, of the Carmarthenſhire Regiment of Militia, 
to Lieutenant-general GRINFIELD, commanding the 
North-weſt Diſtrict, &c. &c, * a Jy 
1 8th, 1798, | | 


Six, 


TIE Carmarthenſhire lsst in n here, denißed their 
wiſh on the Parade laſt night, to volunteer to any part of Ireland it 
may be ordered to; and have requeſted that you, will have the 


goodneſs to forward their wiſhes. - a 8 1 ook 
3 © 1 am, &c, 


T: 4 — Grinfeld, ee e. 
cummanding in u he n, e . 
Diftria. | 1 5 8 * 


JOHN RAVENSCROFT,. 


— 
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Copy of a LETTER from the Right Honourable Lord 
BY each Colonel of the Dor/et/hire Militia, to the Right 
- Honourable HENRY DUN DAS - dated 46 of June, 
1798. | 
Stratfieldſay, June 14th, 1798, 
SIR, Eleven at night. 


Notwithſtanding the date of the paper which J have the honour 
to tranſit with this letter, J have but this moment received it by 
expreſs. The delay has proceeded from the very proper deſire of 
the Major and the officers to inveſtigate the real ſentiments of the 
whole corps; and I ſhould be guilty of injuſtice to the zeal, ſpirit, 
and loyalty of the regiment I have the honour to command, if I 
did not immediately tranſmit to, you, Sir, this proof of their attach- 
ment to the perſon and government of His Majeſty, and to our 
happy Conſtitution. You will, I truſt, ſubmit this humble offer 
of the ſervice of the whole corps to His Majeſty's gracious ac- 
ceptance. 


I have the honour, &c. - 

N | | (Signed) RIVERS. 

Right Honourable Henry Dundas, 3 
e. Sc. Cc. 


Mx Lonp, Portſea Barracks, June roth, 1798. 
IHE non-commiſſioned officers and privates of His Majeſty's 
Dorſetthire regiment. of Militia having, in a very ſpirited and ho- 
nourable manner, expreſſed their wiſhes to be permitted to embark 


a, for the defence of Ireland, at this moment when that country is in 

he a ſtate of actual rebellion, and threatened with a formidable in- 

ne vaſion, the officers feel it their duty immediately to tranſmit to your 
Lordſhip this loyal offer, and to declare their own readineſs to do 

the ſame. ; 

. They are perfectly aware that at preſent the laws of the land do 

wa not permit the Militia © to be ſent out of the kingdom of Great 

0 Britain; but extraordinary times require extraordinary exertions; 


and the Legiſlature has it in its power (if it ſhall. be thought fit) to 
> take ſuch meaſures as may remove that difficulty, bye authorizing? 
a His Majefly to accept of the voluntary offers of any Militia regi- 


1, ments, or corps having local limitation of ſervice, to ſerve 
nin Treland during the prefent danger; 
E Under theſe circumſtances they cdnafily hope ehat2ybuy Lo- 


Voi. VI... 3 nt, > 
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ſhip will approve of the meaſure, and communicate their wiſhes to 
His Majeſty's Miniſters ; and they flatter themſelves, that an act of 
Parliament may be obtaincd to allow this extenſion of their ſervice, 
and to afford them-this opportunity of teſtifying their attachment to 
their King and Country. 


(Signed) GEORGE PITT, 
| | Major Commanding. 
The Right Hlomaurable Lord Rivers, 


Sc. Sc. Sc. ; 
0 
p 
Extract of a LETTER received by General Sir WILLIAM n 
Howe from Colonel Scorr, of the late 8 oth Regiment, fl 
commanding the Light Infantry of the Eaftern Diftrid, E 
encamped at Little Holland — dated Sunday, 157th June 
1798. 
THE whole brigade this afternoon have volunteered for Ireland 
on the Parade. 
No ſolicitation or hint that I know of was uſed, but as ſoon as 
one * huzza'd, it ran like wildfire. 
Names of the Field Officers, and Liſt of Light Infantry 
Companies : | 
Colonel Scott, late 8oth regiment. 
Lieutenant-colonel the Earl of Albemarle, Weſt Norfolk Militia. 6 
Major Shair, 22d regiment foot. | * 
gue \ pps _ ditto. . . 
Companies of Militia : _ 
| ſenc 
South Lincoln, 72314 Weſt Suffolk, the 
Weſt Norfolk, Eaſt Eſſex, very 
_- Eaſt Norfolk, ws Hers +] | acco 
Oxford, 8 0 Noun 3 Middleſex. ad, thei1 
Cambridge, | eps itzt zeal, 
giv 
N. B. The Light Company of the Warwick had marched to hl, 
| jo. their e eee to the offer. 1 46 1 122 
n Ge W. HOWE, General myſe 
"73 h to 44 474 WV | quire 
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Copy of a LETTER from the Earl of Eusrox, Colonel 


of the YY:/i-Suffolk Regiment of Militia, to Field Marſhal | 


his Royal Highneſs the Duke of YORK dated Col- 
cheſter, 20th June, des? 


SIR, 


I Have the honour and ſatisfaction of acquainting your Royal 
Highneſs, that the old battalion Weſt- Suffolk Militia, confiſting of 
five hundred rank and file, fifty ſerjeants, and thirty officers, have 
offered to ſerve in Ireland, if His Majeſty ſhall think proper to em- 
ploy them in that kingdom; and I beg to aſſure your Royal High- 


neſs, that the ſpirit and zeal which they have ſhewn on this occa- 


ſion are worthy of the cauſe in which they will be engaged, ſhould 
His Majeſty honour them with his commands in Ireland. 


I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &e. 
EUSTON. 


Copy of a LETTER from the Right Honourable Lord 
ROLLE, Colonel of the South-Devon Regiment of Militia, 
to Mr. Secretary DUuxDas—dated Portſmouth, 20th June, 


1798. 


"i, 


IMMEDIATELY on finding His Majeſty had ſent a meſſage to 
both Houſcs of Parliament, and it was ſeriouſly intended to permit 
Militia regiments (who will volunteer) to go to Ireland, I conferred 
with thoſe officers of the South- Devon regiment who. were preſent, 
and ſigned the within reſolution, which was explained, in the pre- 
ſence of thoſe officers, to all the non-commiſſioned, and by them to 
the privates of their reſpective companies; many of the latter were 
very anxious, laſt evening, to expreſs their diſpoſition and withes to 
accompany their officers wherever they would lead them, to ſerve 


their King and Country.—1I thanked them for their readineſs and 


zeal, but I recommended them to take farther conſideration, and to 
give me their anſwers on the morrow. This morning ſeveral of 
the companies ſent for me, and I converſed with each company 


_ ſeparately, when they anſwered with three cheers, they would go with 


myſelf and the other officers to Ireland, if their ſervices were re- 
quired. The officers and men who have agreed to the eneloſed re- 


11 


ſolution, conſiſting of the whole regiment, with very few exceptions, 
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have requeſted that I would beg the favour of you to convey to His 
Majeſty their ſentiments and determination to ſupport His Majeſty' $ 
Perſon and Crown, and the Conſtitution, either by ſerving in Ire- 
land or Great Britain, as they conſider on the fate of both their 
libertics and happineſs depend. | 

Two requeſts were made to me; the one, that their families 
might be regularly paid, and taken proper care of by the Country, 
during their abſence : the other, that they might not be drafted into 
any other regiment, as they were reſalved to riſe or fall with their 
own officers, and all together. I aſſured them I did not the leaſt 
doubt of the Government and the E of the Country ad- 
hering to their wiſhes. 

J have the W to be, &c. 
| 3 (Signed) ROLLE. 

T the Right Hinzurable Henry Dundas, 
ee: Ye: Ofc: 


| WE, whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, officers of the South- 


Devon - regiment of Militia, defire that our ſervices may be 
offered to His Majeſty, to go to Ireland with ſuch non-commiſſioned 
officers and privates as ſhall chooſe to volunteer that ſervice, if 
Parliament ſhall authorize it, to ſerve regimentally, but not to be 
drafted into any other regiment, either of militia or the line, and to 
ſerve under and with their own officers. 


Signed, 
Rolle, Colonel | James Irwin, Lieutenant 
Wrm. Elford, Lieutenant Colonel James Brown, Ditto 
James Stevens, Captain Thomas Baylis, Ditto 
FJ. H. Stapleton, Ditto Sam. Dun ford, Ditto 
H. MA. Baylay, Ditto Win. Bowes, Ditto 
R. Lang, Ditto Richard Cowan, Enſign 
Fn. Hawkins, Captain Lieutenant] Thomas Engliſh, Ditto 
An. Dyer, Lieutenant | Jahn Thomas, Ditto 
Ferom Roach, Ditto | Fn. Mervin Cutliffe, 


The Major and other officers 
are abſent from the regiment. 


| 
6 
c 
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Copy of a LETTER from Colonel Nuwronze of the 
Morceſter Regiment of Militia to Colonel BR.WX RIGG 
dated Blatchington Barrack, 2oth June, 1798. 


SIR, 
HIS Majeſty's Worceſterſhire regiment of Militia, which . I 


have the honour to command, having made a voluntary offer to 
embark for Ireland, in caſe ſuch a meaſure ſhould have the ſanQion 
of Parliament, I reported their ſpirited offer to General Sir Charles 
Grey; ſince which, reading His Majeſty's meſſage to the Houſe of 
Commons, I have now the honour to requeſt you will lay before 
Field Marſhal his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York, the fulleſt 
aſſurance of loyalty and zeal on our part, and that we are ready 
and defirous to be employed either in Great Britain or Ircland, on 
any ſervice that his Royal Highneſs ſhall be pleaſed to order and 
direct. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


JAMES NEWPORT, 
Colonel, Worceſterſhire Militia, 


* 


Copy of a LETTER from Viſcount BulKEIEVY, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Commandant of the Carnarvonſbire Regiment of 
Militia, to the Right Honourable HENRY DUN DAS 
dated Stanhope Street, 21ſt June, 1798. 


SIR, 


I Had been detained two days longer than I intended in Lon» 
don ; but I was ſetting off this morning when I received the en- 
cloſed, which I beg leave to have laid eto the King. Whatever 
merit tm] is in the offer, is attributable to the men in the firſt 
inſtance ; but I am ſure their good will ih the cauſe we are en- 
gaged in, cou!d not be greater than that of their officers. I ſet 


off to-morraw morning to join the corps, and to wait your com- 


mands. 
I am, &c. &e. &c, | PEE. 
>=  BULKELEY: 
7 o the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, Mh BYh 
Sc. Sc. Oc. 
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Copy of a LETTER from Major Epwarps of the Car- 
narvonſhire Regiment of Militia, to Lord Viſcount 
BULKELEY— dated Farcham, 19th June, 1798. 


My Lon, 
YESTERDAY being the firſt day of the corps being together 
for ſome time, the non- commiſſioned officers and private men came 
forward after the Parade, and made an offer of their ſervices to ein- 
bark for Ireland. The officers alſo requeſted that I would make 


the ſame offer on their part. A letter was immediately wrote to 


his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Vork; and I alſo reported the 


very handſome conduct of the men on this occaſion to General Sir 


William Pitt, who informed me the regular way to make the offer 


was through your Lordſhip, as Lord Lieutenant of the County. At 


this critical period, your Lordſhip will allow that not a ſingle day is 
to be loſt, otherwiſe the officers would have waited your Lordſhip 5 
arrival with the regiment before they made the offer. 

J have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) R. EDWARDS. 
Viſcaunt Bulkeley, &c. &c. &c. : 


My Loxp, Farcham Barracks, 19th June, 1798. 

THE non- commiſſioned officers and privates of the Royal Car- 
narvon Militia, having voluntarily and unanimouſly expreſſed their 
defire to extend their ſervices to Ireland whenever called on, and 
the deſire of the officers being unanimous with them on that ſub- 
ject; we have to entreat your Lordſhip that you will immediately 
repreſent to the Secretary of State, that both officers and men are 
now ready to embark for Ireland. A letter in the name of the 
whole corps was written yeſterday to his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of Vork, expreſſing their deſire of embarking ; and we have ſince 
learned that the proper mode of application is to the Sceretary of 
State through your Lordſhip, as Lord Lieutenant of the County. 


We have the honour to be, &c. &e. &c. 


R. Edwards, Major | R. Griffith, Lieutenant 
Griſiub Griffiths, Captain Rd. Poole, Enſign 
Rd. Janes, Lieutenant J. Jones, Enſign. 


7 Viſcount Bulteley, c. Cc. Ge. 


Having been unavoidably abſent at the time the ove officers | 


figned their names, I beg. leave that mine may be added. 


21ſt June, 1798. BULKELEY, Lieut. Colonel. 


— 
* 


To i 


* 
the « 
Glou 
offere 


Maj 


ers 
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| Copy of a LETTER from Colonel CorrrxRRLI, of the 
Herefordſhire Militia, to his Grace the Duke of Poxx- 
LAnD—dated Canterbury, 20th June, 1798. 


My Losp, - 
HAVING made an offer of the raid of the Herefordſhire 
Militia under my command, to Sir Charles Grey, which was tranſ- 


mitted to the Duke of York, previous to the late expedition ; I con- 


cluded it would have been unneceffary to have made any farther 
offer on the preſent occaſion to ſerve in Ireland; but I have now 
the ſatisfaction of adding the offers of the Supplementary; who have 
ſince joined the regiment, excepting about fifty who have wives and 
families, and are balloted men. Should our ſervices be accepted, 
[ ſhall} be glad to receive your Grace's directions how they, with 
my fick, in be diſpoſed of. \ 
J have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 
| J. T. COT TERELE. 


Colonel, Herefordſhire Militia. 
To Lis Grace the Duke of Portland, 


Sc. Sc. Oe. 


* 


by 


Copy of a LETTER from Major-general STEVexs to 
Colonel BROWNR1GG—dated Win the and June, 
1798. | 

DREAR SIR, 

HAVING this morning E the encloſed from Cola 
Kingſcote, I take the earlieſt opportunity of tranſmitting it to you 
for the information of his Royal Highneſs the Commander in Chief. 

| I have the honour to be, &c. 

To Cilonel Brownrigg. | EDM. STEVENS. 


Copy of a LETTER from Colonel Kincscore, of the 
 North-Gloucefter Militia, to Major-generat STEVENS— | 
dated: Wincheſter, the 22d June, 1798. 
Str, h 


IT is with the greateſt ſatisfaction J have to "TR you, that 
the officers, non-commiſſioned officers, and privates, of the North- 
Glouceſter regiment under my command, have this day voluntarily 
oftered their ſervices to go to Ireland. 

| | I haye the honour to be, &c. 


: R. KINGSCOTE, . 
Major ana 2 ed Nowh Glouceſter os. 


480 PARLIAMENTARY 


£%S {S*» 


My Lorp, 


IT is with the higheſt ſatisfadion to my own fellings, that [ 
have the honour to requeſt, in the name of the officers, non com- 
miſſioned officers, and private ſoldiers, of the Iſle of Wight corps 
of Militia, that your Lordſhip will have the goodneſs to convey to 
His Majeſty's Secretary of State, the unanimous voluntary offer of 


their ſervice to embark, on the ſhorteſt notice, and act (during | the 


preſent unhappy Rebellion) within the kingdom of Treland. 

I am particularly enjoined to add, that if His Majeſty ſhall be 
graciouſly pleaſed to accept this mark of their attachment to his 
royal perſon and government, they will prove by their actions, the 
reverence in which they hold our happy Conſtitution, and their firm 


determination to reſiſt at all points every arept of the enemy to 


make any impreſſion or innovation on the ſame. 
I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) J. DELGARNO, Captain. 
To the Right Honourable Lord Bolten, 
Oer. r. Sc. 


— —  — — 


Copy of a LETTER from Colonel StRTHOR E, of the 

| Royal South-Linciln Regiment of Militia, to the Right 

Honourable Hexxy DUN DAS —dated Colcheſter Bar- 
racks, 22d June, 1798. 


SIS. Y FE ” 0 
1 Am happy in the honour of communicating to you the volun- 
tary offet of all the officers, and of à confiderable majority of the 


effective ſtrength of my regiment, to ſerve in Ireland; and I would 


flatter myſelf that you will have the goodneſs to condeſcend to pre- 
ſent this offer to the gracious acceptance of His Majeſty. 

It is an addition to the peculiar fatisfaQion that I may be per- 
mitted at this moment to indulge, that this offer, bounded only by 
the deſigto act with, their on, proper-officers under my, command, 
ſubordinate to that of Major- general Hunter's, has been preſented 

to moi AaxcitRbetately, and moſt free from every ſuſpicion of 
influence, which ys be 3 to act on the diſpoſitions of the 


V 


E 
it 


maſs of men, beyond the juſt eule of duty which they feel they owe 
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to the cauſe of their King and Country. The return which I take 
the liberty to encloſe will preſent, Sir, to your view the actual ſtate 
of my regiment, and the comparatively ſmall number of my old and 
trained ſoldiers who decline this ſervice, from conſiderations that, fo 
far as they have been diſcloſed to me, and "I very few they have not, 
I cannot myſelf. condemn. 

Permit me, Sir, to be excuſed to you in treſpaſſing ſo much far- 
ther on the importance of yoyr time as to mention the circumſtance 
of a voluntary offer from Mr. Denſhire, a young gentleman of the 
county of Lincoln, of eaſy fortune and reſpectable family, to act as 
a volunteer with my regiment, if he cannot, from commiſſions 
being complete, which is the caſe, receive one. This offer does 
him honour, and affords an additional proof, that the defire of ſer- 


vice in this country is equal to the Juſt and legitimate occaſion that 


calls for it. 
I have the honour to be, &c. &e. &c. 


H. SIBTHORPE, 
Col. R. S. Lincoln. 


— 


The Right Hymnurable H. Dundas, 
Sr. Sc. Se. ö 


Preſent STRENGTH of the Royal South-Lincoln Regiment 


of Militia, commanded by Colonel Humphry Sibthorpe, 
| Colcheſter Barracks, 22d June, 1798. 


Total 
yerjeants - -. -  - 234: 
Drummers - = = 22 
Rank and file 778 — 
of which number of rank and file are Supplementary recruits 182 


Return of non - commmiſſioned officers, rank and file, voluntarily 
offering their ſervices in Ireland, with their own officers. 


15 | | Total 
"Yexjearits - - 332 
Drummers - <- 22 
Rank and file 515 | 
of which number are Maren reeruits * 40” | 


HI. SIBTHORPE, C « 
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Copy of a LETTER: from Colonel Moor, of the Bedfard- 


Fire Regiment of Militia, to his Royal Highneſs the Duxx i 

of Lokk — dated T r Wells, the: 24th June, t 

: _— | P 
4 5 | ” A 
| dan, 1 tl 

T Have much ſatisfaction in having the honour to communicate f 

to your Royal Highneſs, that the Bedfordſhire regiment of Militia, 00 


under my command, beg leave to offer their ſervices to go to Ireland, 
in conſequence of the diſturbed ſtate of, and rebellion in, that 
kingdom. 

T1 beg leave to aſſure your Royal Highneſs, that this tender of 
ſervice would have been made at an earlter period, had not the 
regiment been cantoned at a great diſtance in the ſeveral counties of 
Kent, Suſſex, and Surry, which prevented their ſentiments being 


ſooner collected. : ( 
I have the honour to be, 
. MOORE, 
Colonel, Bedfordſhire Militia. 
His Royal Highneſs the Duke of Pork, 
Sc. Cc. Oc. 
O 
3 x a t 
na 
Copy of a LETTER from Earl FitzwiLL1am, Colonel of 
the Firſt Veſt-Jort Militia, to Colonel BROWN RICO 
dated Groſvenor Square, the 24th June, 1798. 
SIR, 
I Encloſe a letter I have juſt received from the Firſt Weſt- York 
Militia, the regiment I have the honour of commanding. I beg ' 
the favour of you to lay it, without delay, before-his Royal High- 
neſs the Commander-in Chief ; but in tranſmitting this offer, which c 
appears tg be made by a conſiderable majority of the officers preſent, 7 
and privates, I muſt beg to be W as not including the offer 
of my own ſervices. 
1 have the ale to 66. &c. 
WENT WORTH FITZWILLIAM. 12 
| 


w 


Ciel bau-. Sc. c: ee. 1 5 
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My Lo Rp, . Aſhford Barracks, had Toms, 1798. 


THE officers: of the-Firſt Weſt-York Militia having yeſterday 
informed me, that they had received deputations from their reſpec- 
tive companies, intimating their wiſh to offer their ſervices at the 
preſent moment in Ireland, I thought it my duty to call out the 
regiment, in order to collect the general ſenſe of the men. Taking 
the report of each company from the officer at the head of it, I 


found the whole regiment, excepting ons hundred men, defirous of tf 

offering their ſervices to Government on this occaſion. bl 

A , The officers preſent are: 0 

{ Major Milner; *' |] PR Wm. \Bradford;: * 

Captains, Dixon, oy Henry Bradford, bl 

f Wombwell, | Cooke, Wh 
bs Re, Skurray, [ 
f Busfield, Shapleigh ; [ 

's Steer; Enſigns, Cuttler, i 

Captain Lieut. Greaves ; Richardſon, Fil 
Lieutenants, John Marſhall, Savage, $ 

| Nayler, | Carpenter, | 

1 | Tho. Marſhall, | James : [if 

Huthwaite, | {i 

of which number, thoſe gentlemen who have requeſted me to make 4 

a tender of their ſervices to accompany their men, vill ſign their 1 

names at the bottom of this letter. | | = 

| 1 I have the honour to be, + + 

of My Lord, 5 
55 Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 

GAM. MILNER, Major. 

| Major Milner ; { Lieutenants, Hy. Bradford, _ q 

ork Captains, Wombwell, W. H. Cooke, 1 

beg ; Busfield, | Skurray, Ml 

igh- ME, | I. Shapleigh; 1 

hich Captain Lieut. Greaves ; 5 Enſigns, Cuttler, 3 

ent, Lieutenants, Tho. Marſhall, Richardion, | af 

offer Huthwaite, T Savage, ; | 
Wm. Bradford, James. ; if 

AM. P. S. Thirty men of the Supplementary, who are not yet in- \ ; 

corporated with the old regiment,. have turned out as volunteers. | 


197 
s = 1 
n | * ä 0 
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Degd of | a LETTER frotr Colonel Jamps,.of the Meſt- 
Kent Regiment of Militia, to hie Royal-Highneſs the 
Duke of LoREK— dated Canterbury, 24th June, 1798. 
eAtc 
Stix, v Menlo wit 0 fsb ads YA 
I Have the honour to connlente to ow Royal Highneſs, 
that che Weſt-Kent regiment of Militia, under my command, beg 
leave to offer their ſervices to go to Ireland, for à limited. 44h 
in conſequence of the diſturbed ſituation of that country, and as 
proof of their attachment to the King and Conſtitution. The men 
who have already come cli the regiment amount ta more 
than 800, 


Nin 5 So, neo 50 wy by 


I have he honour to be, &c. 
' RICHARD JAMES, 
5 Colonel, Weſt- Kent Regiment. 


To his Royal Highneſs the Duke of. Hark, | 
Sr. &c. Sc. 


— 
„ 


Copy of a LETTER from Major VauGHax, of the 
| Merioneth Militia, to Lieutenant-general his Highneſs 
Prince WirLLiam of GLoucesTER—dated Deal, 24th 


June, 1798. 


Sin, | | . 

J Have the ſatisfaction to 88 you, that the officers and men 
of the Merioneth Militia have ſignified to me their intention to ex- 
tend their ſervices at the preſent crifis to Ireland; which I take the 

; liberty to requeſt you will have the goodneſs to intimate to his Royal 
| Highneſs the Commander in Chief. I have been , guilty of an mee 
error in laying their offer before the Secretary at War, or 1 mould 508 
have had the honour, a few days ſince, to have er it to 2 57 
ou, for his Royal Highneſs's information. 


10 1 the honour to be, & c. &. &. Te. 7 


2 * 


G. H. VAUGHAN, 
Major, Marioneth Militia, 
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- Sixteep years preceding the th January 1787 England 43,787 11 9 


"WAR Scotland 53.318 8 8 
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Copy of a LETTER from Colonel Baown, of the Ment- 


gomery Militia, to the Right Honourable HENRY Dunpas 
Them Horſham copay + 2 Sth n TO 


— 


Sin R, , 
BY the defire of the officers, non- commiſſioned officers, and 


privates, of the Montgomeryſhire Militia, I have the honour to 


requeſt you to make an offer of their ſervices in Ireland, if His Ma- 
"ly N think proper to employ them in that u 

5 =] have the; honour to be, os. 885 5 

Colonel, Montgomery Militia, 


15 


Two. companies; ; the PANS 61 and Light Infantry, are now 
quartered at Lewes, the remaining fix at Horſham. 


Right Honourable Henry Dundas, 
Oc. Ic. fe 


An error having been made in the account of the number of Barrels of 


Herrings exported, &c. (ee folio 326) the reader is de ſired to ſubſti- 
tute the followin 1 total, as preſented by the Inſpector General of 
the Imports and 
Jaun 18. 17955 and ordered to be printed. | 
5 4 ' <> 
Nine years precedng the 5th January 1771 England TR 15 105 
Scotland 28 9 2 


21707 1 | | | 5 e 9 125 


— n — — 


Scotland $9,452 3 rot - 


a4 


2 


10357 39 I5377% 


——— 


Ten years preceding the 5th January 1707 England 27,205 13 8 


n 


Nate, The port of 1 is ; waning for 1796. 1 84 x 


xports of Great Britain to the Houſe of Commons, 


\ 
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rr 
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HOUSE, OF COMMONS. 


| Tueſday, June a 


Mr. M. A. TAYLOR gave notice, that he thould next ſeſſion 
move for the repeal of the Aſſeſſed-tax Bill. 


General TARLE TON called the attention of the Houſe to the 


improper mode which had been adopted in recruiting the army. 
This mode had been employed for ſeveral years, and as long ago 
as the time of the Spaniſh and Ruſſian armaments, had met with 
the diſapprobation of that able and experienced officer, General 
Burgoyne. The mode he alluded to, was that of allowing young 
men of fortune to raiſe men for rank, who gave ſuch enormous 
bounties, that no men could be raiſed in that manner afterwards. 
Not being able to recruit the marching regiments, Government 
had been obliged to employ the fencible corps in ſervices to hien 
they were not originally deſtined. He wiſhed to ſubmit a motion 
to the Houſe upon this ſubject, previous to which he ſhould move 
that there be laid before the Houſe an account of all the letters of 


ſervice which had been granted fince the 1ſt of January 1798, for 


the raiſing fencible corps, ſpecifyi ing the time and the limitation of 
ſpace of their ſervice. 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, the METS” gentleman's mo- 
tion came at a very late period of the ſeſſion; he had better make 
it early next ſeſſion of Parliament. The honourable. gentleman 
had complained of giving young men of fortune rank for raifing 
men, but as that was not the caſe in fencible regiments, he did not 
fee how this motion would anſwer the honourable gentleman's 
intention. 

The motion was pot and ERR 

General TARLETON ſaid, he underſtood there were ſome 
' fencible corps raiſing in Scotland, about which he wiſhed to have 
ſame account ; he ſhould therefore move for an account of the 
officers and - men belonging to fencible corps raiſed ſince the firſt 
of January, 1798. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS "APY he had no heſitation to ſay, that 
he was to-morrow to wait on his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 


York, to conſult on the propriety of accepting theſe offers, and he 


was of opinion, that where men could be raiſed to ſerve in Europe 
without burthening the country with half-pay for the officers, it was 
' A beneficial meaſure: and the motion was ho nk 3 | 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Wedneſiay, June 27. 
The Farl of BESSBOROUGH moved, al Was ſeconded by 


the Earl of SUFFOLK, 


© That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, to ſtate 
to His Majeſty the humble advice and requeſt of this Houſe, that 


he would be graciouſly pleaſed to take into his royal conſideration 
the calamitous ſtate of his kingdom of Ireland; and that when, 
under the bleſſings of divine providence, the Rebellion now exiſting - 


in that kingdom ſhall have been ſuppreſſed, ſuch a ſyſtem of concili- 


ation may be adopted as may tend moſt effectually and moſt ſpeedily 


to reſtore to that afflicted country the bleſſings of peace and good go- 
vernment : and alfo to implore His Majeſty, in the adminiſtration of 
the affairs of Ireland, to employ fach perſons as may poſleſs the 
confidence of the People, and enſure to them the permanence of a 
Juſt and lenient ſyſtem of Government.” 

The queſtion being put on the above motion, there appeared 


againſt it 34, and 17 ln tr 51. The following Peers 
voted for it : | 


| Duke of Norfolk, | Earl Shafteſbury, - 
Leeds, | Lord Holland, 
e Bedford, enemy Conyer Sy 
| . -— Lovell and Holland, 
Earl Fitzwilliam, | -— Ponſonby, 
Earl. of Albemarle, -— Thurlow, 
Earl Tankerville, ä — Yarborough, 
— Suffolk, . — King, 
-— Oxford, | + |} -— Say and Sele. 
WER And three Proxies, making 21 againſt 51. 


The Duke of BEDF ORD then moved the following reſo. 


lution : 


e 6: | this Houſe, underſtanding it to be a matter of public 
notoriety, that the ſyſtem of coercion has been enforced in Ireland 


with a rigour ſhocking to humanity ; and particularly that ſoourges 
and other tortures have been employed for the purpoſe of extorting 


confeſſions ; a practice juſtly held in abhorrence in every civilized 
part of the world; and . That houſes and buildings have been ſet 


fire to 3; a mode of puniſhment that can lead only to the moſt perni- 
cious conſequences, and that ſeldom or never falls on the guilty, but 
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on the contrary, on the landlord, the wife and children of the cri- 


minals; who, however iniquitous the huſband or father, ought : 
always to be ſpared and protected; is of opinion, that an imme- = / 
diate ſtop ſhould be put to practices ſo diſgraceful to the Britiſh t 
name; and that our beſt hopes of reſtoring tranquillity to Ireland, t 
muſt ariſe from a change of ſyſtem, as far as depends on the Execu- R 
tive Government, together with a removal from their - ſtations of 
thoſe perſons by whoſe advice thoſe atrocities have been perpetrated, 12 
and with regard to whom the afflicted people of Ireland can feel no 5 1 
ſentiments but thoſe of reſentment and terror.“ 1 
Y After a debate, which laſted till ten o'clock, in which Lord 7s 
6 Holland and other noblemen ſupported the motion, Lords Gren- 8 
4 ville, Spencer, and the Biſhop of Rocheſter, oppoſed it, the Houſe 
dude i 
| Contents, 17—Proxies, 3. Total, 20. of 
Y Not Contents, 44—Proxies, 19. Total, 63. EY 
6 2 : | Pt 
1 The felling PROTESTS were then entered upon the Fournals of m 
the Houſe : la 
k | th 
. © DISSENTIENT, to 
# I. © Becauſe I was ſhocked that an addreſs to the King, upon re 
1 ſo awful a ſubject as the preſent ſtate of Ireland, ſhould have been | 
© rejected, without one ſingle ſyllable being faid by the King's Miniſ- ſa] 
ters _ the ſubject. tu 
YN 2. © Becauſe, I look back with pride to that law which our an- ſes 
ceſtors obtained, which ſays, ** No free man ſhall be taken, or im- fo, 
g priſoned, or diſſeized of his freehold or liberties, or free cuſtoms, or be Pe 
3 outlawed, or exiled, or any otherwiſe deſtroyed. Nor will we not paſs . 
3 upon him, nor condemn him, but by Jawful judgement of his Peers, m. 
. or by the law of the land. We will ſell to no man. We will not deny thy 
|; or defer to any man either juſtice or right.” And becauſe I agree with Jul 
k the commentary of that great lawyer Sir Edward Coke upon this tis 
8 chapter of Magna Charta, wherein he fays, © No man deſtroyed;“ ha 
that is fore-judged of life or limb, diſherited, or put to torture or 7 
death. And becauſe I think that to flog, picket, and half-hang pri 
any our fellow ſubjects, in order to extort confeſſion, is, a put- the 
ting to torture, and therefore, not only outrageous to humanity, cou 


but directly againſt Magna. Charta, the great corner ſtone of our 
laws and-liberfies.- And whoever have dared to put to torture any v 
of our fellow ſubjeQs in Ireland, or elſewhere, have violated the 2 
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great charter, have betrayed their country, and ought ſpeedily to be 


brought to eondign puniſhment, for theſe their treaſonable practices. 
And whoever have dared openly and publicly to juſtify torture, upon 


the ground of poliey, deſerve the ſame execrations from their eoun- 


trymen as have been uſually * to the cruelleſt inquiſitors of 


Rome. 


3. »HBecauſe, whenever our brethren and fellow ſubjeQs in Ire- 
land or elſewhere, are flogged, nicketed, half-hanged, and otherwiſe 


tortured, in order to extort confeſſion, I hold it to be the bounden 


duty of every man, in his different ſtation, to uſe all the legal means 


in his power to declare his abhorrence of ſuch diabolical and "_=— 
9 meaſures. 55 


4. © Becauſe-Fhols; that when an TY ie is tortured, an Eng- 


liſhman is tortured ; for the ſame men, who, in violation of the laws 
of their countrF, and of every dictate of humanity, dare to put Iriſh- 
men to torture; will not heſitate, when they think it expedient, to 
put Engliſhmen to torture alſo. 
5. © Becauſe it is a mortal truth that cannot be denied, that if 
have heen driven; by flogging and by tortures, contrary to all 
law and reaſon, into open, reſiſtance, the guilt and conſequences of 
that reſiſtance are imputable to thoſe who flog and torture contrary 
to all law and e and not to thoſe who are thereby driven to 
FLY cauſe to flog 1 torture men in open reſiſtance, for the. 
ſake of employing a power in the hands of thoſe who flog and tor- 
ture, to eruſh that reſiſtance, and thereby to make themſelves more 
ſecure, is not only a refinement of cruelty, againſt which law, rea- 
ſon, juſiice, humanity, and nature, cry aloud ; but which the TP 
—_ of-all times teaches us will never aur aura 

. © Becauſe the hiſtory of the world tells us, that it is no Saint, 
matter which provokes a people to throw off their allegiance; and 
that. when they have thrown off their allegiance, attention to their 
ju demands, and protection in the enjoyment of their rights, liber- 
ties, and properties, are the only means by which an ages: ent 
having can he recovered. 

8. % Becauſe I think the times call for a 1 of theſs. 
Principles, and that to act upon them is the only method of healing 
the preſent diſcontents, and tige the ant ruin of our 
2 01 2009 — » „under: 0 
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© DISSENTIENT, Die Mereury, 27 Funij, 1798. 


% Becauſe the Houſe having thought fit to reject the various 
motions reſpecting the calamitous ſituation of Ireland, which have 
been ſubmitted to their conſideration, in the firſt inſtance for inquiry 
— in the ſecond for lenity and conciliation—and in the laſt for 
putting an immediate ſtop at leaſt to the rigorous proceedings of the 
army in Ireland, where, under the name of a ſyſtem of Coercion 
we have reaſon to fear that atrocious eruelties have been practiſed, 
we think it our duty to record the nature of the evidence on which 
we have proceeded, and on which our conviction of the truth of the 
faQs is founded, and on that evidence to appeal in our own juſtifi- 
cation to our country, to the world, and to poſterity. We affirm, 
that the facts are undiſputed, that the evidence of them is irreſiſtible, 
and that the effets produced by this barbarous ſyſtem, conviR the 
authors and adviſers of ſuch a total want of wiſdom, even for their 
own pretended purpoſes, as can only be exceeded by the ſhocking 
cruelty of the principles avowed, and of the practice recommended 
by them. We ſhall ſtate ſome of the documents we refer to, in 
the order of time in which they have appeared, in order to ſhew that 
this ſyſtem of coercion has not been haſtily reſorted to on the ſpur of 
an inſtant neceſſity, but that it was deliberately reſolved on long be- 
fore it could be juſtified or palliated by any of the pretences or 
- cauſes which have fince been aſſigned in defence of it. 


.* | 
Dublin Caſtle, March 3, 1798. 


His Excelleney further authoriſes you to employ force againſt 
any perſons aſſembled in arms, not legally authoriſed ſo. to be, 
and to diſperſe all tumultuous aſſemblies of perſons, though they 
may not be in arms, without waiting for the ſanQion and aſſiſt- 
ance of the civil authority, if in your opinion the peace of the 
realm and the ſafety of His Majeſty's faithful ſubjects may be en- 


dangered by waiting for ſuch authority. 
9 THOMAS PELHAM. 


K o a ®a @ Aa 


On the 26th of February, 1798, Sir Ralph, Abercromby de- 
clared in public orders that the very diſgraceful frequency of 
Courts Martial, and the many complaints of irregularities in the 
© conduc of the troops in that kingdom, had too unfortunately 

proved. the army to be in a ſtate of licentiouſneſs, which muſt 
render it formidable to every one but the enemy. 


« On the 18th of April, 1 798, the following order was iſſued 
by Major general Duff: 
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© The Commander in Chief gives this public notice, that the 
Lord Lieutenant and Council have iſſued orders to him to quar- 


ter troops, to preſs horſes and carriages, to demand forage and pro- 


viſions, and to hold Courts Martial for the trial of offences of all 
deſcriptions, civil and military, with the power of confirming and 
carrying into execution the ſentences of all ſuch Courts Martial, 
and to iſſue proclamations. 


The Commander in Chief calls on the general officers to pro- 


cure of the Magiſtrates the beſt accounts they can give of the num- 
ber of arms taken from the yoemanry and the well affected, of 
arms that have been concealed, and of pikes that have been made, 
which are to be recovered and taken poſſeſſion of by the military. 

© They are alſo to communicate to the people through the prieſts, 
and by one or two men ſelected from each townland, the purport 
of the following notice. 

© That the order, if complied with, will be a ſign of their gene- 
ral repentance ; and not only forgiveneſs will follow, but pro- 
tection. | | 

That they muſt be ſenſible that it is infinitely better for them to 
remain at home, quietly minding their own affairs, than commit- 
ting acts which muſt bring on the ruin of themſelves and of 
their families. 

As it will be impoſſible, in ſome degree, to prevent the inno- 
cent from ſuffering with the guiity, the innocent have means of 
redreſs by informing againſt thoſe who have engaged in unlawful 
aſſociations, and of robbing houſes of arms and money. 

The people muſt be very ignorant not to know that, notwith- 
ſtanding the fair promiſes of, the French, that they have firſt de- 
ceived, and then plundered every country into which they have 
come. And they are therefore forewarned, that in cafe of inva- 
ſion from the French, if they ſhould attempt to join the enemy, 
or communicate with him, or join in any inſurreQion, they will 
be immediately put to death, and their houſes and properties 
deſtroyed. 
© The General officers call to the people to know why they ſhould 
be leſs attached to the Government now, than they were a year 
ago, when they ſhewed ſo much loyalty in aſſiſting His Majeſty $ 
troops to oppoſe the landing of the French? Is it not becauſe 
they have been ſeduced by wicked men 

* Why ſhould they think themſelves bound by oaths into which 
* have been ſeduced or terrified ? 
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« The people are requeſted to bring in their arms to the Magiſ- 
trates or Commanding officers in the neighbourhocd, who have 
directions to receive them, and no queſtions will be aſked. 


(Signed) JAMES DUFF, Maj. Gen.” 
« On the 75th of May, 1798, the following orders were iſſued 


by Lieutenant-general Sir James Steward: 


A” M aA M NK _ = 


C ms os Wo. Ee ws NE oY IT 


© Whereas it has been repreſented to Lieutenant-general Sir 
James Steward, that in fome parts of the country where it has been 
neceſſary to ſtation troops at free quarters for the reſtoration of 
public tranquillity, that general ſubſcriptions of money have been 
entered into by the inhabitants to purchaſe proviſions for the 
troops, by which means the end propoſed, of making the burden 
fall as much as poſſible on the guilty, is. entirely defeated, by 
making it fall in a light proportion on the whole, and thereby 
eaſing and protecting the guilty. It has been thought proper to 
direct, that wherever that practice has been adopted, or ſhall be 
attempted, the general officers, commanding diviſions of the 
Southern diſtrict, ſhall immediately double, treble, or quadruple the 
number of ſoldiers fo ſtationed and ſhall ſend out regular foraging 
parties to provide proviſions for the troops, in the quantities men- 
tioned in the former notice, bearing date the 27th day of April, 
1798; and that they ſha!l move them from ſtation through the 
diſtrĩct or barony, until all arms are ſurrendered, and tranquillity 
be perfectly reſtored, and until it is reported to the general officers, 
by the gentlemen holding landed property, and thoſe who are em- 
ployed in collecting the publie revenues and tithes, that all rents, 
taxes, and tythes are completely paid up.“ | 
Adjutant-General's Office, Cork, May 7th, 1798. 


«© On the 11th of June, 1798, Major general Nugent, after 


holding out certain offers and terms to the inſurgents, proceeds to 
declare, That, ſhould the above injunRions not be complied with 


within the time ſpecified, Major-general Nugent will proceed to 
ſet fire to and totally deſtroy the towns of Killinchy, Killileagh, 
Ballynahinch, Sallitfield, and every cottage and farm-houſe in the 


vicinity of thoſe places, carry off the ſtock and cattle, and put 


every one to the ſword who may be found in arms. 
© It particularly behoves all the well-affeQed perſons, who are 
now with the rebels, from conſtraint, and who it is known form a 


conſiderable part of their numbers, to exert themſelves in having 


theſe terms —_—_— with, as it is the only opportunity there will 


/ 
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< be of reſcuing themſelves and properties from the indiſcriminate 
* vengeance of an army neceſſarily let looſe upon thera.” 

Rut finally, the document which appears to us the moſt im- 
portant of all, and to which we earneſtly invite and prefs the atten- 
tion of the Houſe, is a public order iſſued about the middle of the 
preſent month of June, 1798, in the following words : 

* Major-general Morriſon requeſts that officers commanding 

corps will give the ſtricteſt orders to prevent ſetting fire to houſes 
© or buildings of any kind, a mode of puniſhment that can lead 
© only to the moſt pernicious conſequences, and that ſeldom or never 
« falls on the guilty, but on the contrary, on the landlord, the wife 
© and children of the criminals, who, however iniquitous the huſband 
or father, ought always to be ſpared and protected. 
And he has likewiſe received orders from Lieutenant-general 
Lake, that free quarters are no longer to be permitted, neither are 
« foraging parties to be allowed to go out, unleſs under the care of an 
© officer, who is to be reſponiible for every act, in order that the 
c friends of Government, the helpleſs and infirm, may not be in- 
© volved in one indiſcriminate maſs of deſtruction with the rebel. 
lious and ill-diſpoſed.“ 

The prohibition contained in this order, wiſe and humane as it 
is, is equivalent to a hiſtory of all the horrible tranſactions it alludes 
to, and eſtabliſhes the truth of them by evidence, which cannot be 
diſputed or ſuſpected, and alſo confirms in the ſtrongeſt terms, and 
on the irreſiſtible proof derived from practice and experience, that 
ſuch a mode of puniſhment * ſeldom or never falls on the guilty, but 
on women and children, who ought always to be ſpared and pro- 
« tected,” and that its principle, if not only operation and effect, is 
to involve the friends of Government, the helpleſs and the in- 


« firm, in one indiſcriminate maſs of deſtruction with the bello 
and ill-diſpoſed. 


« BEDFORD, 

« WENTWORTH FITZWILLIAM, . 
« PONSONBY, 
« HOLLAND, 
« ALBEMARLE, 
« KING, 8 
« THANET.” 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wedneſday, June 27. 


Mr. ROSE faid, he had a motion to ſubmit to the Houſe, to 
which he was ſure there could be no objection. Every gentleman 
who had attended to buſineſs this ſeſſion muſt agree with him, that 
Mr. Dyſon, the affiftant clerk of the Houſe, was fully entitled to 
the fame ſalary which his predeceſſor had enjoyed. He ſhould 
therefore move, that an humble addreſs be preſented to His Ma- 
jeſty, beſeeching him to grant to J. Dyſon, Eſq. aſſiſtant clerk to 
that Houſe, ſuch an increaſe of ſalary as he ſhould judge proper, 
and to aſſure His Majeſty that that Houſe would make good the 
ſame.— Agreed to. 

Mr. Roſe then moved a fimilar addreſs, for the purpoſe of 
granting the ſum of 2401. to the perſon who had prepared the Index 
to the Journals.—Agrecd to. 

Honourable GEORGE WALPOLE faid, he hoped the TY 
nourable gentleman had no more motions of that importance to 


make; if he had, it might be neceflary to clear the gallery. 


Mr. HUSKISSON brought up copies of letters received from 
the Colonels of ſeveral Militia corps, who had made a voluntary 
offer of their ſervices in Ireland, which were ordered to lie on the 
table for the peruſal of the Members. 


Thurſday, Fune 28. 


No intereſting buſineſs took place. 


MG HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, June 29. 


The bills upon the table, ſix in number, were read a third time, 
five of theſe were paſſed ; but on the queſtion for paſſing the laſt, 
the Scots' Diſtilleries Bill, being put, 

The Duke of BEDFORD roſe to oppoſe it—he ſtated his 
diſapprobation of the bill at ſome length, and concluded by 
avowing his determination to take the ſenſe of the Houſe on the 
meaſure. | 
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A diſcuſſion accordingly took place, when there appeared: 
Contents, 5; Non Contents, 1. 
The bill was then paſſed, and a meſſage was ſent to acquaint the 
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Houſe of Commons therewith. 
At half paſt three o'clock His Majeſty came down to the Houſe, 


in the uſual ſtate, and being ſeated on the throne in his royal robes, 
Sir F. Molyneux, Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod, was 
diſpatched to order the attendance of the Commons, who forthwith 
appeared at the bar, with Mr. Speaker at their head. 


His Majeſty being ſeated on the throne, Mr. Speaker addreſſed 
His Majeſty as follows : 


«« Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


« Your faithful Commons humbly attend your © Majeſty with 


the bills which cloſe the ſupply for the public ſervice of the year. 
In providing for the effeQtal proſecution of the conteſt in 
which this country is engaged, your Commons have been actuated 
by the conviction that no alternative remained ; and that it was 
only from the extraordinary efforts which the criſis demanded, that 
the means could be derived of maintaining the honour of rour Ma- 
Jeſty's Crown, and the ſecurity and independence of the Britiſh 
empire. Conſiderations of temporary convenience have accordingly 


given way to the urgent duty of combining the attention, ſo pecu- 


liarly important at this time, to the ſapport and ſtability of public 
credit, with a determination to make an ample proviſion for the ſe- 
veral branches of the public ſervice. To theſe objects the delibe- 
rations of your Commons have been diligently applied ; and they 


have obſerved, with pride and ſatisfaction, that the unexampled ſa- 


crifices, which the ſtate of public affairs appeared to them indiſ- 
penſably to require, have been accompanied by ſuch demonſtrations 
of loyalty and zeal, from all claſſes of their fellow ſubjects, by vo- 
luntary exertions of every deſcription, to ſuch an amount and extent, 

as to afford the beſt comment on the hopes, and the moſt deciſive 
anſwer to the miſrepreſentations upon which the enemy muſt have. 


founded the vain and preſumptuous project of deſtroying the com- 


mercial proſperity, the maritime greatneſs, and liberties of theſe 
kingdoms. 

« Your Commons, Sire, are gratified by the perſuaſion that 
their proceedings have been in all reſpects ſtrictly conformable to 
the intereſts and the ſentiments of a free and intelligent people, who 
confider no efforts too great which may be neceſſary to fruſtrate the 
deſigns, and repel the attempts of the enemy; and to preſerve that 


Conſtitution which they know to be the guardian of all that is moſt 
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He then preſented rhe following bills, t to which he requeſted His 
Majeſty's royal aſſent, viz. 

«© An act for enabling His Majeſty to > raiſe the fur of 67 one mil- 
Jion, for the uſes and purpoſes therein mentioned, and for applying a 
certain ſum of money, therein mentioned, for the ſervice of the year 
ons thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- eight; for farther appropria- 
ting the ſupplies granted in this ſeſſion of Parliamanty and. for making 


forth duplicates of Exchequer bills, lottery tickets, certificates, re- 


*ceipts, annuity orders, or other orders, . loſt, Were. or otherwiſe 
deſtroyed. 

„An 20 for raiſing the ſum of three i — 3 or 2 
chequer bills. Loh 


An act to revive, continue, until the tenth day of * one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- nine, and amend, an act, paſſed 
in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, entituled; ** An act for. granting 
<«. to His Majeſty additional duties on diſtilleries in the ſeveral parts 
« of the Highlands of Scotland, therein particularly deſcribed, for 
« a limited time, and for regulating the duties on diſtilleries in 
ce the reſpeQive diſtricts in Scotland ;” and for granting to His 
Majeſty certain additional duties on ſpirits diſtilled for conſumption, 
and a duty on unmalted grain uſed in diſtillation in Scotland, and 


for altering and amending certain other aQs of Parliament for the 


regulation of diſtilleries in Scotland. 
« An act for aſcertaining the duty payable on taxed carts. 


An act for the regulation of the proviſional force of cavalry, 


, Faiſed by virtue of two aQts of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament. 
* An act for the better ſecurity and defence of the town and 


þ port of Liverpool.” 


Aſter which, His Majeſty was pleaſed to make a mod: gracious 
ſpeech from the Throne to boch r of e as — 
joweth, viz. : 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 8 1 


— 55 the meaſures adopted. during the 8 Gita, you 5 amply 
Ful ſilled the Jfolemn.cond unanimous afſurances tubich I received from 
you at its commencement. anvil 3% TW I 4200S 

The example of your firmneſs. and conflancy has been applaugeg an and 
fellrwed by my fubjefts in every "rank and condition of life. A ſpirit 
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of voluntary and ardent exertion, diffuſed re every part of the 


kingdom, has ſtrengthened and confirmed our internal ſecurity ; the 


ſame ſentiments have continued to animate my troops of every deſcrip- 


tion; and my fleets have met the menaces of invaſion, by blocking up. s 


eur enemies in all their principal ports. 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


The extenſive and equitable ſcheme of contribution, by which fo large 
# proportion of our expences will be defrayed within the year, has de- 
feated the expectations of thoſe who had vainly hoped to exhauſt our 
means, and to deſtroy our public credit. You have been enabled to 


avail yourſelves of farther reſources from a commerce increaſed in ex- 


tent and vigour, notwithſtanding the difficulties of war, and have had 
the ſingular ſati faction »f deriving, at the ſame moment, large addi- 
tional aid from individual exertions of unexampled zeal, liberalih, and 
patriotiſm. 

The previfion which has been made for the redemption of the land 
tax has alſo eftabliſhed a ſyſtem which, in its progreſſive operation, may 
produce the happieſt conſequences, by the increaſe of our jy the 
diminution of our debt, and the ſi upport of public credit. 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
The defogns of the diſaffeFed, carried on in concert with our inve- 


terate enemies, hive been unremittingly purſued, but have been happily 


and effectually counterafied in this EY by the general zeal and loy- 
ally of my ſubjects. 

In Ireland they have broken out into the moſt 3 acts of open 
rebellian. Every effort has been employed on my part to ſubdue this 


dangerous ſpirit, which is equally hoftile to the mnterefts and ſafety of 


every part of the Britiſh empire. I cannot too flrongly commend the 
unſhaken fidelity and valour of my regular, fencible, and militia troops 
in Ireland, and that determined ſpirit with which my yeomany and vo- 
lunteer forces of that kingdom have flood forward in defence of the lives 
and properties ef their Jew Aan and * ſupport of the lawful 
Government. 


.T he ftriking and honourable prof of alacrity and public Fri, which 


| * many of my fencible and militia regiments in this kingdom have mani- 
fefted on this occaſion, has already , the Haut te * my the 


approbation of Parliament. 
Vor. VI. |  Þ ; | 
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This conduF, erſmally fo 83 ta the individuals, affords 
" oh flrongeſt pledge bath of. the military ardour which acfuates this valu- 


ble part of our national defence; and of their affektianate concern for the 
Mfety and happineſs of Ireland, which are eſſentially connected with the 


general intereſts of the Britiſh empire. 


With the advantage of this ſupport, and after the di [Ainguiſhed and 
important ſucceſs which has recently attended the operations of my arms 
againſ{ the principal force of the rebels, I truft the time is faſt approach- 
ing, when thiſe now ſeduced frem their allegiance will be brought to a 


Juſt ſenſe of the guilt they have incurred, and will entitle themſelves ta 
fargiveneſs, and to that protection which it is my conſtant wiſh to afford 


to every claſs and condition of my ſubjefts who manife e/t their defire ta 
pay a due obedience to the Iaws. 


This temporary interruption of tranquillity, and all its attendant ca- 
lamities, muſt be attributed 40 thoſe pernicisus principles which have 
keen induſtriouſiy propagated in that country, and which, wherever 
they. have prevailed, have never e to produce the moſt d. ſaſtrous 
effects. | 

With ſuch warnings before us, ſenſible of the danger which we are 
called upon to repel, and of the bleſſings we have to preſerve, let us con- 
tinue firmly united in a determined reſiſtance to the deſigns of our enemies, 


and in the defence of that Conftitutron : which has been found, by experi- 


ence, to enſure to us, in ſo eminent a degree, public liberty, national 


firength, and the ſecurity and comfort of all claſſes of the community. 


It is only by perſeverance in this line of conduct that we can hope, 


under the continuance of that divine protection which we have ſo abun- 


dantly experienced, ts condutt this arduous conteſt to a happy iſſue ; and 
to maintain, undimimiſhed, the n, 8 and lafting proſperity, 


of the country. 


And afterwards, the Lord Chancellor, by His Majeſty s com» 
mand, ſaid, 


My Lords, and Gendlemen, 


lt is His Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, that this Parliament be 
prorogued 10 Wedneſday the 8th day of Auguſt next, io be then here 
halden ; and this Parliament is accordingly 8 to Wedneſday the 
8th day of Auguſt next. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday Fun 29. 


At two o'clock Mr. Speaker took the chair, and about half * 
three Mr. Speaker attended at the bar of the Lords, where His 


Majeſty prorogued the Parliament For which ſee the n., 
of the Houſe of Peers]. 


| ___ERRATUM:- 
In page 490, for March 3, 1798, read March 3, 1797, 


END OF THE SIXTH VOLUME. 


